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INTRODUCTION 


Old Testament is not contrary to tlie New; 
for both in the Old and New Testament everlasting 
life is offered to mankind by Christ Jesus, who is 
the only Mediator between God and nitan.” This 
Article of the Church marks in clear terms the point 
of unity where the two great branches of revelation 
meet, and from whence alone they derive all their 
authority and importance. The centre of both is the 
knowiege of the true Goy in the person of the Re- 
deemer, who is the messenger of the covenant or- 
dained from eternity for the remission of sins, and 
the restoration of fallen mbn to holiness and immor- 
tality. We have been hitherto employed in a regular 
examination of the stiipcnd[Ous apparatus, framed by 
Infinite Wisdom for the .Introduction of this great 
mystery, from the issuings of the decree that tho 
dominion of evil should be destroyed, to the com* 
pletion of prophecy in the anflunciation of Him who 
is the desire of nations and the Jehovab of the Je\vi§h 
temple. The call of Abraham renewed and defined 
the sentence delivered in Paradise ; and tlie long 
period of trial that passed before the birth of tlie Heir 
of promise, represented the various steps/ and seasons 
destined to* precede the fullness of tiine^ in which the 
Sun of righteousness was to arise with healing iu 
his wirigs.”^ Mai. iv. * 2 . Tlie whole .history of that 
great patriarch was a typical description of the 
s.«me glorious object, as appeared most remarkably 
ill tli«; coiDSDand to offer his son ps a sacrifice upqjti 

A 2 



4 


INTUOnUCTION. 


Tvlounf; Moi iuli, tlm ready obedience of bcuh pai ties 
lo this invtiil injunction, and the resuirectidn of the 
vicllni from the funeral pile on the tliird day after the 
scntepcc of death liad been passed upon him. fii 
that wouderfid scene the father of the faithful beheld 
the day of the J.x>rd with gladness, and he expressed 
his joy in the predictive name imposed upon the spot 
vhere the whole was transacted, sa)ing, In this 
pioiint Jehovah shall be seen.” Gen. xxii. 14. ^Tlie 
descent of the tribes into Kgypt, and their hard con- 
dition in that house of bondage, aptly tigured the 
coiiscquences of the fall, while the deliverance of tlje 
chosen people, by the visible interposition of the 
JJeity, as strongly iiidicale<i the einancipatiun of 
inankind from llie tyranny of their spiritual enemy 
and restoration to life and happiness. 'I’lic ineffable 
Majesty who spoke from the ilamiiig bush was the 
God of i\braliuni, of Isaac, and of Jacob; the same 
who appeared on various occasions to those inspired 
persons, selected from theVest of the world that they 
might be the depositariesi of the promise, and to 
make kiiovv!i the coiniiL of Shiloh, unto whom 
W'cje to be gathered all tK^peoples.” Gen, xlix, 10. 
'This descended Deity, who revealed himself in par-* 
ticulur pIacl^s and under various forms, became the 
leader and instructor o,i/ Israel, t> whom also he 
imparted a body of sCattiles [lecnliarly titled to their 
stile* and an ecclesiastical institution full of mystical 
rites and emblematical ordinances. So enigmatical 
indeed was the whole legal system of the Jewish 
polity, that \v!thouj^5dppo.sing it to have had a re- 
ference to sr^nie rectmdite sense and distant object, 
every part nn.st liavc been both e.xtreiiicly burthen- 
some and perplexing. The ceremonial ritual was of 
^ch a nature as to require an interpretation to render 
it beneficial to those who lived under tlie obligation 
of its rules ; for if the worshipper had been wTthout 
aqy other idea of his .duty, or coucerii in these regu- 
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Intions and ioirictions, f!ta<i what arose from the nc- 
< (’ssity of <d)st 1 thoiii, the most scnipulous prnr- 
lic:e would have Ikvii mcicly nitrlianica! labf)ui”; and 
the longest life spent in such services would nilher 
have excited pitv than admiration. IJiit nothing cati 
he more unjnst llian to suppose that the Author ot 
tins dispensation, sanctioned as it was by niiiacles, 
slioid<! orilain a system witliout coiiiinnnicatiug the 
FfNisoiiS on whicii it was foinultd, or making known 
the leiuling design of its peculiar formalities. Kc- 
ligion, to be f iSlcacioiH, must be uiidersttiod ; but if 
it is clouded wilfi inexplicable *s\inhols, it can be 
considered as no belter than a deatl letter, with re- 
gard to any beneficial purposes for the direction of 
life and the improvement of the understanding. Ulie 
law, as given by tlie hand of Moses, was imperfect, 
us it was only the shade w» of good things to come ; 
but llicii, as the siiadow exhibits a correct outline of 
some Fuhstantial body interposed between the ob- 
stiv« T andlho light; so tin!! Leviticat chtablisliment, hi 
all its parts, presented sketch of the b)r«i>;iug, 

to bo mado maniltbt in the day of redemption. I'licro 
was no other ditferf iicc belween the believers of old, 
who feasted upon their sacrifices, and the disciples oi 
a ciuciticd I^ord, who trust for their justification to 
faith in his atonement, than what is occasionetl by the 
mere difference of time ami' of the forms in which 
they respectively contiinplatc d lhe*same saii^tiT)n. 
l^vtTV part of ll’.e Mosaic economy wiis therefore a 
symbolical prcdiclion, which diiccied llie pious mind 
t»i the piannised Sted, who at the era appointed wa.^ 
to bring llfi and immortality to light, auAl ** in whom 
all tlu; families of llu? curlh were !s» be blessed.*" 
According to the dying declaration of the Jewish 
legislator, the institution settled by his tniulslrv was 
to be of temporary duration, uml to cease on the 
cotiiing of ai'olhor Prophet, acting us he ditl, and 
nd ucing his )a\vs by Divine aul]iortty. The oiaijcs 
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relating to this Divine Person were so tmmcroiis and 
explicit, that the worshippers in the temple could be 
at no loss for the meaning of the services at which, 
vn certain solemn occasions, they were obliged to 
assist. The prophecies illustrated tlie performances 
i'A' the sanctuary, by showing the dignity and humili- 
ation of liie Messiah, the efficacy of his death as 
an atonement for sin, and the certainty of eternal life 
procured for all believers by his rcsiirreclion. It is 
true, that the predictions of redemption by a media- 
tor, are blended witli many others which relate to the 
political condition of states long since extinct ; but 
even these descriptions, however local and partial 
they may seem, had an incidental connexion with the 
promise of a Saviour, by showing the operations of 
Providence in disposing the world for his reception. 
The certainty of his coming was made evident by the 
accomplishment of what had been denounced against 
•extensive cities and formiduble kingdoms, in whose 
fate, so precisely forctold^at a time when they were 
strong -and towering, without any signs of decay, the 
astonished observer might see the immutability of the 
Divine decrees, and be comforted under the apparent 
ilelay of Him who was the desire of nations and the 
jiope of Israel. 'I he vicissitudes experienced by the 
descendants of ^ Jacob, and the re Mutioiis of which 
they were the witnesses^' nuist be considered as instru- 
memal to the gracious design of spreading abroad 
the oracle that iinveiled the fate of empires, and aii- 
nouiiced a reign that never shall have an end. Jiut 
for this circulation of the Inspired Writings, which 
loretold the^incarnation of the Alighly One, it would 
be very difficult to account for the lapitl propagation 
ot Christianity in so sliort a space, ♦ veil aideci as it 
was by the iiidciatigable zeal and supernatural [lowers 
of its first prcaciiers. When we rellect upon the 
rooted obstinacy of national pn^judicc *, especially in 
what concerns uuciei|t customs and religious opinions, 
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tibtbiugcan be conceived more estraordiiiary than the 
sudden alteration which took place among the most 
polished Pagans^ in the renunciation of ^ polytheism, 
with all its splendid inachiiiery, its foscinatiiig cere- 
monies, and voluptuous indulgences, for a simple 
faith, an unadorned worship, aiHl an abstemious 
course of life. Though miracles, no doubt, con- 
tributed greatly to lliis cliange, yet the effect of those 
signs must have been limited among nations who 
readily ascribed all such operations to magical in- 
ffuencc. Believing, as they did, that their own divi- 
nities had frequently appeared upon earth, and that 
by their ciii eclion particular persons were enabled to 
controiil the powers of nature, the people of Greece 
and lioino would hardly, upon the bare exhibition of 
such marvellous sights as the healing of diseases and 
the inff iction of ju dements, have abandoned the creed 
of their fathers, with all its pompous observances,^ 
to embrace the doctrine of the cross, which brought 
upon those who professed it the charge of, apostasy 
and the bitterness of per/5ccutioii. Yet the fact is 
iiicoiitcslibie, that the most enlightened of the 
hcullicii world did, in an age of literary elegance 
and acute inquiry, forsake the temples of their gods 
and the schools of philosophy, to worship a crucified 
Saviour, and to sit at the feet of a few obscure 
ffsheniien. Now the lectures of these strangers 
were so completely founded upon the Sacred iiwk 
of the Hebrews, that an acquaintance with ihose^ 
Scriptures was indispensibly necessary to the right 
understanding of the Gospel. 'I’hat there was a 
Divine Iverson born in Judea, wl:o, al’ttr performing 
the most wonderful actions and exorcisi*.ig the greatest 
benevolence, suffered an ignominious death through 
the infidelity and ingnititudo of his countrymen, 
might easily obtain belief, aiul even the fact of hi-^ 
resurrection was so attested us to deserve serious 
vUct lion and respect j but the reason of all this could 
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nol be comprehended wiihoiit an examination of the 
.ancient Scriptures, which contained the record of 
man's ruin and the promise of his recovery. Here 
they who felt the grievous burden of sin, and were 
anxious to know the means pf salvation, liad correct 
inforn)ation concerning the origin of their malady and 
the remedy ordained for it, in the immolation of the 
spotleis Victim slain, according to the Divine coun- 
cils, from before the foundatiou of the world. I'lie 
covenant of life, thus revealed, was coulirmed and 
explained at sundry times by inspired men, who were 
also empowered to decribe the future condition of 
the world and the several stages of its improvement, 
preparatory to the final establishment of the kingdom 
of righteousness. By the good providence of God 
in secretly di'^posing the hearts of jnen to the further- 
ance of his purposes, while they think only of their 
own gratification, an accurate translation of the 
Holy Scriptures was made at the commtiud of a 
heathen king ; so that tl^e iearned and iuipiisitive 
were put in possession these treasures, and had 
abundant opportunities or comparing the wonl of 
prophecy with the tvideiicts of lads and experience. 
This Greek version was well known to the ancients, 
and the efiects produced i)y it nui^t have been con- 
siderable in opening the wav of the Genlilts, and 
preparing liiciu for llar^iutli as it is in Jesus. \\ heu 
tl^e bearers of the Gospel message appealtd to the 
living oracles, in tesliiuo»iy of what lliey wore au- 
thorized to deliver, it must have been w ilh the iidl 
per.suasion that their auditors had the power of judg- 
ing for thepiselves, by searching the Scriptures tv> 
discover lh<^>^pniof:s alleged, and to coiisider the 
justice of the application that was made of lliem. 
'I he gift of tongues was indeed enjoyed by those 
who vvere culled to the evangelical otlice, and the 
qualification was necessary to lit them for commu- 
nicating w ith those w ho wcic ignorant of Uic Sacred 
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Writings in the original text. Yet \vc fioil the 
Apostles, in their addresst s to the gentile converts, 
citing the ancieikt oracles freely, and even c^.xplaining 
the typical sense of the legal institutions as inatters 
to which those believers were no strangers’, and with 
which they could not have been acquainted but 
through the medium of the historical and prophetical 
books, as they stand in the canon of Inspiration. 
Thus were the (Jentiles prepared for that liglit which 
illinninates the world with the knowlegc; of redemp- 
tion, aiul thus did they profit by what was imparted 
to them ; while the people who enjoyed the Holy 
Volume in its native stale, perverted the sense of 
their positive institutions, and misapplied the oraclca 
concei iiiiig the Messiah to the narrow and unworthy 
object of temporal conquest and a splendid reign. 
15ul in all this the pi<»phelic descriptions were rc- 
aliz« d, and the opposite character of the two great 
clath<‘s into which mankind were distributed at that 
period, corrt'spoiidcd literally with what had been 
^•xpicssly and repeatedly foretold. Among the 
healhcu who attended iiigciiuonsly to the preaching 
of the Apvkslles, and carefully examined the Diviiu; 
records, which in various forms shadowed and pre- 
dicted the glad tidings now fully nwealed, the doc- 
trine of ro(ieinptii)ii spread witii prodigious sw iitnesS, 
and the moral revolution was soon apparent in the 
altered manners of those who embraced the faitl^ol^ 
Christ. The unconverted Jews, on the other hand, 
became more gloomy and’ bigoted, turbulent and 
seditious, after rejecting the olTered blessing, and 
dospilcfiilly irealiiig the c<?venaut of iiiercv ; so that 
by tiieir infidelity the law proved a dead letter, and 
the volume of prophecy was to theni a sealed book. 

hile the believing (jieiitiles improved in faith and ho- 
liness, the stale* of Israel declined in religion and ino- 
’•als, till the Hdmau government, provoked by ilio 
factious outrages conuiiittcd in JudeU; made a terribio 
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example of that country, and put an utter end to its 
^ivil and ecclesiastical polity. It would be very easy 
to prove that these different effects Were oiving to the 
manner in which the Scriptures were treated by the 
people who received the glad tidings with great joy, 
and those who rejected tlic heavenly . Messenger, 
because he did not come armed with earthly power 
aitd clothed in all the pomp and splendour of royalty. 

The Jewish community was at that period divided 
into two leading parties, distinguished by very oppo* 
site principles : the first, who were the most consider- 
able, admitted the whole Old Testament to have beeli;^ 
given by inspiration; but these Piiarisbes vacated 
the law and the prophets, to make room for frivolous 
distinctions and unmeaning ceremonies, which ren- 
dered piety i^tedless, by taking aw ay the spirit of 
Teligion, and substituting mechanical services for holy 
obedience. Thus the written w ord was made sub- 
ject to the decisions of proud and hypocritical 
teachers, who exalted Imman traditions and con- 
trivances, in the popular pstiination, to an equality 
at least w'ith the sacred text. Ihit thcTC w ere many 
whose disposition and habits could ill submit to the 
restrictions imposed by the Pharisaic rule, and who 
mingled too much w ith the world to bend their in- 
clinations under an arbitrary yoke, which had no pre- 
tensions to a Divine sanction. Hie Saddl’cees, 

' however, as these free-thinkers were called, did not 
openly attack the established religion, by denying the 
authority of Moses, or'calling in question the sacred 
origin of his code, but they rendered the whole of no 
effect, by setting aside the aWfiil sanction of a future 
state. Ttiese sceptics manifested no peculiar zeal to 
o^ain followers, nor were they, like their opponents, 
rigid persecutors of those who differed from them : 
but they contributed equally with the I'barisecs to 
undermine the foundations of the state, by poisoning 
ihe principles and destroying the inorais of tile 
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people. Prophecy was with them at the most but 
an uncertain subject^ and the doctrine of an imma^ 
teriai substance a mere philosophical speculation, or 
rather the pleasing dream of credulous minds, em« 
bodying the illusions of hope and giving reality to the 
apprehensions of fear. With such low notions of 
the Scripture, and unworthy ideas of its Divine 
Author, it is no wonder that these Jewish Epicureans 
should have regarded the resurrection as a fable, and ^ 
the doctrine of spiritual intelligences as no better 
than the fond delusions of the imagination. Matter 
being evidently the deity of these intidels, it was 
natural for them to resolve all events into the for- 
tuitous contingency of second causesr; thus rejecting 
Providence from the government of the universe, and 
releasing men from every kind of responsibility for . 
their actions. Under such rulers and teachers, for 
the Sadducecs as well as the Pharisees vere admitted 
to Uie highest offices, the moral character of tlic 
people could hardly fail to be greatly contamiimtcd, 
whHe their religious profession consisted either in 
empty forms, or was reduced to absolute indifference. 
I'his was the condition of Judea wheintbe appointed 
8aviour came to fulfill the law and to verify the 
propliccies ; to make the Divine will generally 
known, and to put away sin by tlie sacrifice of him- 
self. 'I'hat this should be called the fullness of time,, 
and that in so corrupt and dark a geiiefatimi ^he 
Messiah should choose to display his pow*er and to 
proclaim his doctrine, may seem unaccountable; and 
contrary to .what human wisdom would have selected 
as the most proper season and stage for the appear- 
ance of Him who was to establish & universal king- 
dom and to bring in everlasting righteousness. But it 
had been foretold of the Redeemer, that he should so 
come, and it tvas necessary for the very purposes of 
bis iTiissiofi, which were to. itiake an atoiiemerit for 
Irar sgf esskm by ^suffering m ignominious death, and 
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to rise agaiu^ tliat all his faithful followers i»>ight 
obtaia eternal life. 'Hie Mosaic economy was to be 
taken away, as being no longer of any use after the 
manifestation of the Son of God in the flesh ; but it 
W'as necessary that in him the typical predictions 
should be realized by the shedding of ids blood, 
otherwise tlie figures of the law would have wanted 
an explanation, and the declarations of the prophets 
liavc failed of accompriblimcnt. Sinful niiin might 
have been abandoned to the consequences of his dis- 
obedience, anvl the whole race left to the degraded- 
situation in w hich the seduction of the adversary had 
placed thorn, without any injury to the Divine go- 
vernment, or any sensible loss being pt?rceived in the 
immensity of inteliectuni being. But infinite Wis- 
• dom and Mercy ordained salvation for the fallen 
creatures, in the person of one who, at the appointed 
time, was to take upon him human nature, to obey 
with the utmost exactness every precept of the law, 
to pay the full forfeit of our crimes, and to satisfy 
by his death the demands of eternal justice. ‘To 
fuUill these objects the Messiah came in an age most 
adapted to the arduous and painful cause w bicli tie 
had undertaken, and among • a people so degenerate 
as to stand in need of an extraordinary teacher, w h5 
was certain of experiencing no other reward for hi.* 
labours than obloquy and jicrsccution. Besides, in 
mystery of redemption, the early conversion of 
the Gentiles w'as itidispeiisibly requisite to tlie spread- 
ing of tlie Gospel ainoi^ all nations. But if the 
Jews had not rejected the offered grace, and sealed 
their ow'ii condemnation by rebellion, this end would 
have been attained by slow degrees. I'hough the 
predictive descriptions of the Redeemer and his 
lingdom might indeed have received an exact fulfil U 
Tneitit by other means, if the Almighty had so deter- 
mined, yet the most scrupulous judgment cannot but 
admire the wonderful excellence of that wisdom 



INTttODCCTlON. 


IS 


wliich over-ruled the unbelieving spirit and wicked 
combinations of inen> to the completion of the 
Divine plans and the ditfusion of general good, it 
deserves serious attention, and is of great iniportunce 
in the investigation of this subject, that the Gentiles 
were not to embrace Judaism as a preliminary to 
their admission into the new covenant. On the con- 
trary, all the prophecies relating to the Messiah’s 
kingdom, describe it as most ample in extent and 
liberal in its privileges, freely bestowing its blessings 
upon all nations, without any exception ; and so far 
from coniining the altar, or seat of unity, to Jerusa- 
lem, or any other spot, declaring that in everv j>lace 
iiicensc should be offered to the Divine name, and a 
4nirc offering.” ]Mal. i. 1 1. Now toeifect this magr 
iiilicent object, it was proper that the Jewish polity 
should be taken down, anti the temple service annul- 
led, as being too narrow and particular for such a 
purpose, because, if old things had remained un- 
t^haiiged, the ritual of Moses must have become the 
rule of worship, which would have proved an intole- 
rable burl hen to many pco})le, and in souie respects 
could not have been practised alike over all the 
earth. 

"Die Hebrew legislator himself affirmed, that 
his authority was to be superseded by that of an- 
other I'eaclicr and Prophet, whose law should be 
fixed, and of universal obligation. W hen, ihe^e- 
fore, the sacred canon of Hebrew Scripture was 
completed, and the word of prophecy ceased in 
the Jewish church, this declaration of Moses 
ought tw have prepared the people for the ad- 
vent of their Lord, and for that change of ad- 
ininistratioii w inch had been so clearly and icpeat- 
t-dly predicted. But though the Mcsiuah was indeed 
the object of desire, yet, by a strange fatuity, the Jew a 
yvould not submit to any alteration of their fti- 
stit’ itioti, nor renounce the additions with which it 
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had been encumbered by the inventions of men. 
Tlie conseqiit nee of this perverseness was the de- 
struction of their political state, the utter subversion 
of their hierarchy, and the complete dispersion of 
the infatuated nation, as monumental witnesses of 
the irutli of prophecy and of the just judgment of 
God upon tliem tor their impenitence and infidelity. 
Ill this corruption of the seed of Jacob, and the 
sifting of them among those from whom they wished 
to be for ever separated as a {peculiar inheritance, the 
gentile converts had n striking proof of the Divine 
interposition in human afiairs, and of the wisdom of 
God, who directs even tlie obdurate malice and per- 
verse machinations of the wicked to the advancement 
of his plans and the fulfillinent of his promises. * 
Now, as this vast design of raising man from his 
degraded condition, and of bringing him to the Di- 
vine favour through an iiiti»rcessor, could not pos- 
sibly have been known without a special commu- 
nication from heaven, it follows that another reve*- 
lation w as necessary to show the steps taken to carry 
the scheme into cflTect, and to determine the time 
and manner of performance. The declaration that 
a Saviour should come in the fullness of time, would 
have afforded little satisfaction to those concerned in 
fiis a])pcarunce, if they had been left destitute of 
iiiforniation by which they niigbt be guided with 
c^taiuty to the great object of their faith and cx- 
pectatioji. The believers of old, while the Mosaic 
dispensation subsisted, were comforted in the hope 
of the promised blessing by the representations 
given of it in the $hado\\8 of the law; but when 
that system came to an end, and the fire of the altar 
was extinguished, the people had nothing more to 
look for but the completion of all the prophecies in 
the full establishment of the Messiah’s kingdom. As 
this abolition of the preparatory institution was a 
dear indication that the detagn of it had been fuUy 
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answered by the coming of thc^Person represented, a 
detailed narrative of that event became absolutely ne- 
cessary to prove the • fulfillment of the prophecies. 
Indeed without such a completion of revelation, it is 
obvious that the original promise of a deliverer must, 
at a greater distance, have been very faint and unim- 
pressive. The Nfew Testament is therefor^ essential 
to the perfection of the Hebrew Scriptures, and these 
again are equally necessary to the right understaniU 
ing of what is contained in the Gospels. The one, 
in short, is a record proving the actual perform- 
ance of an engagement, and the other exhibits a 
specification of the grounds, objects, and .benefits '.of 
that covenant, with the nature, dignity, and opera- 
tions of the Person by whom it is executed. Here, 
then, it is evident that nothing short* of plenary in- 
spiration could be adequate to the determination of 
this important fact, that. the Messiah is come, and 
that in Him who bore that character all the predic- 
tions were so fully and unequivocally verified as to 
render any other ap))lic,atioii of thm weak and 
insufficient. The writers employed to detail the 
proceedings of God, in bringing to pass his revealed 
decrees, must have been kept by the Spirit of truth 
from all possibility of error in what they related, 
e<|ualiy as much as the prophets were in what they 
foretold. If the case had been otherwise, wliatev^r 
credit might be due to the veracity of the Evun- 
gelists as reporters, if the matters staled by them 
were out of the ordinary course of things, some 
doubt would be entertaiued of the judgment and 
sagacity of the historians. Two of these were in- 
deed constant attendants of the wonderful Person, 
whose life and discourses they have narrated ; but 
even with the advantages derived from such a con- 
nexion, and the certainty that there could be no 
inducement in these witnesses to impose a fable upon 
th i world, Divine knowicge was requisite to esti- 



.16 


INTHOtoDCTlON. 


bibb the im]>ortaht f:iK;b the ancient oracles con« 
cernittg the redemption of man were now accomplisbccl, 
and that no furUier txpectation was to be formed 
upon tiie suLject. 'Ibe predictive Scriptures being 
certainly divine, the historical records which attest 
their accoinplishineht must be munifestiy of the same 
authority, because they form the* most decisive part 
of the evideiHX, and either settle the matter beyond 
- all df)iilit, or keep it open to endless inquiry. I'be 
dificrences that strike the eye in the evangelical 
narratives, and the uncertainty attending the order in 
whicli the Gospels were written, can be no more a 
reasonable objection to these sacred productions, 
than the variety of style and representalidn used in 
foretelling the Messiah can be considered ys thiow'- 
iug any obscurity on that article of faith by weakening 
the charactecof the proplicts. I'lie evangelists, it is 
true, have not scrupulously adhered to chronological 
arrangenuaiit, and sone particulars are nn utioned by 
one on whicli the others are silent ; but these discre- 
pancies, so from afi’ectiiig the truth of the story or 
lessening the high reputation of tlie writers, w ill he 
fotnid, on an im partial examination, to have quite the 
contrary effect, if in the proriuilgation of Cliiis-* 
tianity there hud bdu any intention to deceive the 
world, and pai licularly to ensnare the credulous into 
tile zeal of proseKtlsin, the managers of the ilesigii 
wyiiild have avoided all separate relations tending to 
injure the cause in w liich so many were embarked, and 
which they must know could only be inuintained by 
consistency and uniformity. In contriving to sup- 
.port their credit, the first consideration would have 
been the necessity of kee[>ing closely to one settled 
and well-digested account, as well with regard to 
the facts asserted as the order of lime when they 
were said to have happened. Ibit even had they 
been merely the honest reporters of what was 
lirmly believed by tbemselves; yet having no other 
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than human testimony for these things, the* writers 
would have been cautious of stating particulars of 
their religion and its Founder, w hich were not con- 
tained in the accounts already published. Sup- 
posing the system, theii, to have been the result 
of a concerted plan, no clitference of this sort 
would have occurred, for the interest of the parties 
engaged in the scheme required another course of 
proceeding; and any narrative drawn up by an in- 
dividual, without authority, the comiiuiuity must 
have rejected in strong terms, when it was found to 
state new particulars of importance concerning tlie 
Author of their faith. The differences of the 
four Gospels w'ere therefore evidently such as 
proceeded from design ; but it \vas in the wise 
r appointment of the Divine Author, not that of the 
persons employed to record the history of Jesus. 
A single narrative might have led men to pre- 
sume that the first preachers of Christianity had 
deliberately resolved in what form to compose this 
standard of belief, and what particulars it should 
contain ; while posterity in remote limes would have 
been without the means of comparing different ac- 
counts of the same transactions. On the other hand, 
if there were no variations in four histories of Otje 
whose wliole life was occupied in scenes of an 
exlraoidinary nature, a suspicion would have arisen 
which could not easily have been removed, tlmt tthe 
writers either wrote in conjunction or transcribed 
from- each other. Now as the case stands, we have 
every moral proof that all the matters related in 
these books are true, and that the narrators of them 
wrote under the iiiiimediatc direction and information 
of the same Divine Spirit who enabled the prophets 
of old to describe tlie person and ri.ign of the 
Messiah, 

Many incidents occurred in the niinislrv of oiir 
X/rd, which neither of the Fvangelists hav<' cum- 
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ttiitlcd to \vritiiig ; and one who was most intimatt'ly 
acquainted with his Master’s discourses and actions, 
declares that the relation of them could not be 
brought within a reasonable compass for publication. 
This being so, the wonder, surely, is not so much, 
that there are apparent dissonancies in these me«- 
moirs, as that the delineation should be so exact in 
all of them as to remove every doubt from the 
candid mind concerning the truth of what «is stated 
by each of the Evangelists, The shades of dif- 
ference in the sacred narratives are like the variations 
observable in several paintings of the same object, 
which, though represented in an opposite light and 
with tt change of positiem, still shows tho satm 
features and characteristic distinctions,. 

An exact harmony of the Gospels cannot indeed 
well be expected, because the notations of time whah 
•many of tne events happened are entirely omitted; 
nor have w'e the means of determining tho real 
order in w hich the respective books were w ritten. 
On these points, therefore, learned men may specu- 
late in various ways without affecting the validity of 
the evidence ; and their conclusions, however wide 
they may be from each other, will serve only to aid 
the common faith, by showing that, after the most 
patient and rigid examination, its principles arc 
eternal, and the facts not to be shaken. But what- 
ever ^^i^ariety of opinions may subsist on the literary 
construction or arrangemciit of the Sacred Writings, 
it cannot be denied, without doing injury to. the 
.Divine Author and the siilncct, that they constitute 
the sole rule of belief anti practice to all who are 
brought to a kuowlcge of the saving doctrines which 
they impart. The supcrnutural gifts which were for 
special pnrporcs bestowed ujm)U those who formed 
the first Christian societies, no longer subsist, either in 
particular persons or collective bodies of believers : 
as, therefore, all the professors of this rciigiou, will\- 
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«ut any exception^ are destitute of an unerring spirit^ 
cither within themselves or in the churcK to which 
they belongs Divine truth must be sought for in 
some established code, admitted on all bands to be 
of sacred origin, though different senaments may be 
entertained concerning what it reveals. Our Lord, it 
is certain, wrote no book himself, and the earliest of 
the Gospels was not in circulation till some years 
after his ascension. But the necessity of such docu- 
ments was not so immediate while the eye-witnesses 
were living, and when the great Head of the Church, 
by his Spirit, was ever ready to guide men into all- 
truth. The particulars of the Redeemer’s history were 
then familiar to his followers ; but as the converts 
multiplied and the state of Judea declined, the 
.written record became indispensible, tirat there might 
be no misunderstanding among the faithful in distant 
lands. Now what was requisite in the apostolical 
days, and for the unity of those who had an in^ 
fallible teacher id the Comforter, must be stHt 
more so in times and countries far removed from tlte 
scene of action. Unless such nicmoiis had been 
drawn up by inspired persons, the evidences of the 
Christian religion would long ago have sunk into 
oblivion, or been preserved only tlirough the un- 
certain medium of tradition. And though the 
leading features of our Lord’s history might have 
been transmitted down to ns with sufficient cafe A\d 
fidelity, from hand to hand, the doctrinal articles 
would have wanted authority, if they had not been 
explicitly stated in writing by men divinely informed 
and directed for that purpose. A presumptuous 
claim has indeed long obtained in otie community, 
by which the exclusi\e distinction of being the rule of 
faith is taken away from the Holy Scriptures, and 
transferred to a supposed infallibility existing in the 
decisions of the church. That so daring an cn- 
cr lachmcnt upon the Divine pjerogalivc, and foij^ a 
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usurpation of the right of private judgment, hliouid 
have nut with apologists in this age, can only 
be attributed to tliat perverseness of prejudico 
vvhich would rather sucritice the Word of God itself, 
than abahdou a single particle of ancient error. 
Yet it has been asserted, with little regard to pro- 
priety of language or correctness t)f argnun nt, that 
if the Holy Scriptures ate the single rule of fait!*, 
the Almighty must have acted in an arbitiaiy manner 
ill giving a religion to mankind, which can only be 
understood by the educated part of the commu- 
nity. This fallacy, which becomes a Deist rather 
than one who calls himself a Christian, militates 
, against the cause it is inttnded to support, since that 
iaith, which depends wholly upon the testimony of 
oral tiadition and catechetical instruction, is iiothir^g 
better than childish superstition or mental slavery, 
unprofitable to man and unacerptabie to his Maker* 
Besides, according to this sophistry, tven the persons 
who are thus taught must be considered as pai tially re- 
garded by the Lord of theimiversc; for it matteis little 
in this case whether the d<.»clrlucs which distinguish one 
class from another be acrpiiied by word or writing, 
if the rule of faith is the revelation of Heaven. We 
Jiave been also told, that a man may know his religion 
without being acquainted with a single chapter of 
the Bible ; and that if letters were wholly obliterated, 
Ghrfetianily w ould be no loser, as the conservation 
of all truth is perfect in the Catholic Church. 'Ihus 
the Divine oracles are made dependent up(»n human 
caprice, and no one can be ctalaiu whether what 
he liears is the Word of (iod or not, being deprived 
by his teachers of the inherent right belonging to all 
jnoral agents, of judging for himself concerning the 
validity of testimony. Happily, we have not been so 
taught by Christ, who, as he referred the Jews l<» 
the Law and the Piophets in proof of his mission, 
so he ordained tl.at jhe Canon of Inspiration should 
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completed for the purpose of becoming a univer- 
sal standard of reference to his followers in every, 
age and country, rank and condition. So long as 
our Lord was upon earth, his disciples had the ad- 
vantage of learning all truth from his mouth, who 
had tlic Spirit bi^oiul measure ; . but after bis ascen- 
sion the gift of tlie Holy Gliost was necessary to keep 
them from error, and to qualify them for the respec- 
tive o.ffices of ‘‘ apostles and prophets, and evange- 
lists and pastors, and teachers for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the cilify- 
iiig of the "body of Christ.” Ephes. iv. 11. Hut on 
the cessation of the supernatural endowments of pro- 
])hecy and miracles, the Chiiivli was left to be guided 
by the written rule of doctrine ; and ‘‘ whatsoever 
is not road therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man that it should be believed 
as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or ne- 
cessary to salvation 

therefore, tlie possession of the Sacred Volume 
constitutes the great privilege of Christians, it is 
their duty to examine it witli diligence, and to make 
its precepts the constant guide of their conduct. 
From these oracles alone can we learn the origin of 
our nature, the cause of our misery, and the remedy 
which God has provided for those who are desirous 
of his mercy. No human teaching is sufficient for 
this, because as no human authority could giv« ui) 
any information of the fall of man, or offer the pro- 
mise of a recovery, so neither can uninspired wisdom 
afford comfort to the wounded conscience or dispel 
the fears of death. By the written word we are 
enabled to compare spiritual things with spiritual, 
the facts of history with the declarations of prophecy, 
the explications of the Gos|)cI with the ordinances of 
thf? Jaw ; and here the human heart is faithfully 


* Article the Sixth of the Church of England. 
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depicted, and the means of its improvement fully 
revealed. Let us, then, ** study the Holy Scrip- 
tures, especially the New Testament ; for tlierein 
are contained the words of Eternal Life: it has God 
for its autiior, salvation for its end, and truth, with- 
out any mixture of error, for its matter*.” 

* Locke’s Posthumous WorkSi p. 344* 
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SEPTEMBER THE FIRST. 

THE DIVINE LOGOS. 

Joliii; i. 1.-— f/i the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 

That there are inexplicable mysteries in religion, 
is no more than what must unavoidably attend objects 
of faith, which man could not have discovered by 
his ow n pow'ers, and of which he is unable, with all 
his inquiries, to form any ideas. Human reason 
cannot ascertain the existence of God and bis pro- 
vidence, from the formation of the universe; for 
whatever contrivance may be observable in tfae^ser 
veral parts, or in the general utility of the whole, yet 
such are the irregularities of the system, and so many the 
calamities of life, that no ingenuity can thoroughly 
account for the one, or enable the afflicted mind 
patiently to endure the other. Revelation, tlien,*is 
not only necessary to explain these difficulties, by, 
showing the origin of evil, but to make man ac- 
quainted with his real condition, and the relation in 
which he stands to the Author of his being. To 
know that the worlds were framed by Infinite Wis* 
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dom, and that they are governed by Divine powci 
and goodness, would be of little advantage to rational 
agents labouring with trouble and conscious of im- 
perfection. In struggling under the pressure of 
bodily misery, and the deeper calamity of mental 
agony, they must have some certain information to 
alleviate their present sufferings, and to strengthen 
them against the terrors of futurity. Now, as no- 
thing of this kind could be obtained by the exercise 
of reason, it must come from, the Fountain of light, 
and can only be effectual for the gracious purposes it 
was designed to answer, when received in the sim- 
plicity of an unprejudiced mind. The only pi ivilt gc 
that can be clainieil in this case is, to examine aiih 
diligence and scrupulous care what is imj>;‘rted as 
the revelation of God, and having fully assm^ *1 'Uir- 
selves that it is of Divine authority, then oi»r single 
duty is to believe the doctrines which it aflirin^, and 
to perform the precepts it enjoim v itiiout doubt or 
hesitation. The Bible opens with a view of the 
Creator bringing all the .elements out of chaos, in- 
fusing the principles of vitality into the mass of 
matter; and on the completion of the organized 
system pf heaven and earth, rejoicing over it as veiy 
good. But no sooner does ini. ; appear upon the 
scene, endowed with superior powers to the other 
creatures, than mortality enters through his trans- 
gression of the covenant whidi the Almighty pro- 
vided as the bond of security to keep out evil from 
clefiliDg his works. Here the history of redemption 
begins; for the same glorious Being who brought 
light out of darkness, manifested himself in person, 
and pronounced the decree that evil should be 
Jiniit^ in its objects and confined in duration. He 
who delivered this promise in Paradise afterwards 
renewed it to Abraham, and appeared to the leader 
of Israd in the flaming bush, conducted his chosen" 
people out of Kgypj, and made his will known to « 
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the prophets. That he was the eternal and self- 
oxistiiit Author of all things, is plainly affirmed in 
the name by which lie was known to the church of 
old, and in the attributes uniformly ascribed to him ; 
yet nothing can be clearer than the fact of his be- 
coming visible on various occasions, and engaging to 
come in the human form to his temple. Justly, 
Iheiefore, does the evangelical historian introduce 
his narrative of that eventful period which is called 
the fullness of time, with an account of the high 
dignity of Him who made all things, and vet humbled 
himself t(^ become the “ Vifc and the \ig\\t of men,** 
by being the restorer of that immortality which was 
lost at tile fall. The appellative of (sod the Word 
was the known term in llic church of isiael for the 
\isible Jchovali, who licid communion with the pa- 
triarchs, and of whom ail the pr jphets \v:lnesscd as 
the Messiah, or anointed One, deslim.d in the coiin- 
i;ils of eternity to bring In cveriasling righteousness 
for his people, on which account he is called the 
I/ainb slain from the fouudafion of llie world,** Rev. 
xiii. 8. Tlius tile reason is clear, why, in relating the 
incarnation of the Eternal \\ ord, the attention of 
the Apostle was carried back to the origin of all 
things, becausii none but the Creator of man could 
raise liim fioni death, and enable him to walk before 
God in the w^ay of holiness. 

It is evident, therefore, that this is no specul^iv6 
o);inion, which may be denied or modified as we 
|';leasfe; for, it affects the very foundations of revealed 
Kdigioii, and has a material influence upon the 
tamper an<i c mduct of believers. Right notions of 
the Doily are of the utmost importance to our pre- 
sent comfort and future happiness : now we find in 
that revelation which God has given for our direc- 
tion, that man. is a sinner who cannot be justified 
(without a righteousness, which he is incapable of 
|icc(' nplishing by any act of bis own, and for wliiob 
VOL. *1!. B * 



THE ANNUNCIATION. 

he must be indebted to the voluntary humiliation of 
One equal to the demands of infinite justice, and so 
identified with the parties he represents as to make 
w hat he endures in human nature effectual to their 
salvation. Such a Mediator is here described as 
descending from the highest state of gloiy and be- 
coming man, that he might fulfill the law in all its 
parts, and offer in his death a complete expiation for 
the sins of the whole world. In this economy of 
grace both parts of the Sacred Volume harmonize, 
by showing that the same Power who breathed into 
man a living soul has condescended to be his 
decmcr. When we contemplate this stupendous plan 
of mercy, and reflect at the same time »tpon the 
wretched and irremediable condition in wiiicli w^e 
should for ever have remained without it, gratitude 
must exalt* otir affections to the adorable Author; 
and while we arc anxious to secure an interest in this 
great salvation for ourstdves, it will be our earnest 
prayer and endeavour to promote the knowlege of 
it among ul! our fellow-crcaturrs ; “ for if God 
ffO loved ns, wo ought also to love one another.” 
] John, iv, 11. 


SEPTEMBER THE SECOND. 

THE ANNUNCIATION. 

Luke, i. Q.^.-^Hail thmi that art hiffh I if favoured ; 
the Lord « with 4hee : blessed art thou amoug 
Women! 

WmEN' man fell from that high state of trust and 
probation in which he was placed by the particular 
favour of bis Maker, the sentence dooming him to 
his ohgmal dust, was accompanied with this declara- 
tion, which conveyed the promise of a recovery from 
fbc tjTanny of thu evil one : 1 will put enmity 
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Injtween thee and tire woman, and between tliy seed 
and her seed. He shall bruise thy head, and thou 
siialt bruise his heel.” Gen. hi. 15. What was thus 
declared in Panidise began immediately to be carried 
into effect, for the institution of animal sacrifices 
represented the intended blessing ; and the destrener 
as quickly followed to obliterate or pervert all the 
steps taken to render tlie memorial permanent and 
its accomplishment certain. But amidst all the dis- 
order produced by the enemy of rigliteousness, the 
course of Divine Wisdom was steadily piirsiied ; and 
in the fullness of lime the archangel, who had re- 
vealed to the prophet Daniel the exact period w hen 
the Messiah should finish the sacrifice and oblation, 
was sent to announce his incarnation. The state of 
the world was indeed fitted for llie mighty change 
about to take place, but the insli nmenls chosen for 
the pnrpo.ve ^eemH to be iil adapted to the vast de- 
sign, It had been expressly and repeatedly aflinncd, 
ill it the Saviour of men and the restorer of Israel 
should cOnie of the royal lineage; but at this 
period .ludica was a Koman province, and the fa- 
mily of David was reduced to the most abject 
circumstances. The sanctilietl vessel prepared to 
coiniiiunicale the substance of humanity to die 
Jucrnal Word, was in such a mean condition as to 
be espoused to an artisan of her own kindretf^ Jn 
this disposition of events the primary decree was 
strictly performed, and yet the established usages*!&f 
mankind wore so regularly obseived, that the Virgin 
Mother passed without any observation to her le- 
proach. It was necessary that the Kcdeemer should 
be so born, because ollierwise he would not have 
been the Seed of llie Woman, W'hicii is properly 
descriptive of his miraculous conception, and clearly 
marks a distinction between the person thus predicted 
and the rest of mankind. But irt .was farther expe- 
dient that the Messiah shoidd th'rive his birth 

M '2 
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putc\\vg\H, for l\ie \ery purposes of li\s conuug m 
tlie tlciili, which were to make an expiation for sin 
mid to bring in everlasting righteousness, to pay tlie 
forfeit of our oftences and to open the kingdom of 
lieaveii to all believers. Now, if he was only con- 
ceived as other men, whatever might have been his 
qualiiications or his virtues, his highest character 
must be that of a prophet ; and, therefore; so far from 
making an atonement for the sins of the world, he 
would have needed one for his own. The angelical 
salutation indeed conveyed the most lofty ideas of 
greatness, and in appearance might leasily have been 
misunderstood for the assurance of splendid glory to 
the person addressed and the nation to which she 
belonged, lint so far was the Son of Mary from 
asserting his claim to an earthly diadem, or displaying 
the qualiticalicns of a mighty warrior, he lived in 
constant poverty, shunned the attentions of the po- 
pulace, and had not where to lay his head. Instead 
of seeing him seated upon the throne of J udah and 
restoring the independence of his country, as might 
have been inferred from the language of the arch- 
angel by ordinaiy reasoners, the Holy Virgin fol- 
lowed him to Calvary, and as she stood at the foot 
of his cross received tliis emphatic declaration, 
“ Woman, behold thy son !” In that dismal ami 
agonizing scene the faith of Mary was unshaken, and 
w hen other peisons of her sex and condition would 
l^ve been so overwhelmed with grief as to have 
withdrawn from all observation, she came forth, and, 
in defiance of danger, maintained her connexion with 
the righteous Sufferer in the face of his enemies. 
Prom this conduct it is evident that she was fully 
acquainted with the import of the celestial message, 
and the nature of that blessing which she was in- 
strumental in communicating to the ^yor]d. When 
she contemplated Jesus crowned with thorns, and 
heard his last tender bequest, all considerations of 
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temporal grandeur must have been abandoned, if any 
such slie had ever entertained; yet even in tliese 
trying circumstances we find her rising above the in- 
firmities of nature, and ministering to the wounded, 
mocked, and dying Saviour, of wiiom it had been 
said by the highest authority, that he should reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever!” But through 
all this dark and dismal spectacle, which to the eye 
of sense confoiiuded every hope and harrov/ed al! the 
feelings of humanity, the mind of Mary was upleld 
by Divine power, and enabled to behold the m>:nery 
of redemption unfolded in the triumph of !u •. Son. 
She saw the dominion of the adversary broken, the 
sacrifice for sin offered, and the gates of immortality 
unfoiding to receive the heirs of glory tiiiough the 
righteousness of their Redeemer. Tiius may it be 
said of this exalted believer, that she was blessed 
among women;” not merely because that of her 
substance He was born who came to save his people 
from their sins ; but that she was herself cleansed by 
bis blood, called by his grace,^ and sanctified by his 
spirit. Mary stood in the same need of her Soii^s 
merits with the Apostle who supported her at that- 
awful Crisis, and to whose affectionate cafe she 
was entrusted ; nothing, therefore, can be more in- 
jurious to the infinite majesty of the Messiah, and to 
the character of his mother, than to make her a 
partaker with him in the incommunicable ofii<!e 6 ( 
intercession. 'Hie least that can be said of the ex- 
travagant lionours and devotions paid by some mis- 
taken Christians to the Holy Virgin is, that they 
proceed from ignorance, which furnishes, however, 
a miserable excuse for practices that are not only un- 
warranted by any Scriptural authority, but arc di- 
rectly adverse to the doctrines and precepts of Holy 
Writ, as expounded by the Son of Mary, who said, • 
Thou shalt worship the Lord'lliy God, and Iiita 
only shalt thou serve.” Luke, iv^ 8. 
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SEPTEM BER THE THIRD. 

THE BIRTH or JOHN. 

Luke, i. 7B, 79*— TAe Day spring from on high 
hath lisited us, to give light to them that sit in 
darknessy ami in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace* 

This divine song, which the church has judiciously 
adopted into lier devotional ottices, beautHuIly pour* 
travs the blessings of the Gospel in the language of 
the Old Testament, with which the speaker, who 
was both a priest and prophet, was most familiar. 
Zacharias, and his wife Elizabeth, had this testimony 
IVoiii the Spirit of truth, that they were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the coinmanct 
nieuts and ordinances of the Lord blameless but 
we are immediately told, that they had no child, 
because that Eiizabetii was barren, and they w'ere 
both well stricken in years.” Thus eminently pious 
persons are sometimes under a heavy cloud, being to 
appearance less favoured by the goodwtss of Provi- 
dence than the rest of the world. 1 o be without 
children was considered as reproachful among the 
Israelites ; but these pious believers, however much 
thoy might feel the privation, conducted themselves 
with meekness and resignation to the Divine will, 
not merely performing the duties of life with regu- 
larity, but approving their hearts before God ac- 
cppUible and without offence. In this patient and 
Immble state, while Zacharias attended the services 
of the temple in his course, an angel of the Lord 
appeared on the right sidu of the altar of iuceiise. 
If this single vision struck the devout minister with 
awful apprehension, what must be the overpowering 
realities of die heavenly world to niUids ill dtted for 
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aiicli an association ! and how can we l)ring ourselves, 
upon examination, to contemplate without fear the 
presence of iniiumcrable orders of spiritual essences, 
whose purity as far exceeds human virtue as their 
power and intcHect transcend our conceptions ! The 
arcliangcl relieved the mind of Zacharias, by the 
assurance that this was a manifestation of love and 
not of terror, being intended to announce the dawn 
of that glorious period which constituted the hope 
and prayer of all who, like him, looked for the con- 
solation of Israel. 'I"hat llie coming of the Messiah 
was the matter of his prayer, is evident from the 
doubt and surprize expressed by him when informed 
that his wife should bear a son, who, as the pre- 
cursor of the Lord; would be filled with the 
Holy Ghost and be endowed with the spirit and power 
of l^tias.” 

Zucharias well knew that this was the cerUtin 
mark laid down in prophecy as characteristic of the 
l^avioiir s approach ^ but though he fully relied upoia 
the promise, and earnestly desired to see it accom- 
plished, tins declaration of the heavenly messenger 
appeared so repugnant to the course ot nature, that 
he staggered at the word, because he was an old 
man, and his wife well stricken in years/' Thus the 
venerable minister of the sanctuary, who w^as iati- 
inutely acquainted with the oracles of God, was con- 
founded by natural impediments, when his ^enflo 
relation, the destined mother of the Redeemer, 
received the wonderful information with pious sub- 
mission, and replied, “ JJehold the handmaid of the 
I.oid ; be it unto me according to thy word/’ Th« 
op[)osite deportment of tlicse persons in similar 
circumstances, presents a striking picture of the dif- 
ferent manner in which the l^rd of life was treated 
by the ancient church, that expected bis appearance, 
but hesitated and rejected him wiieu he came, and 
the believing Gentiles, wiio wjere not prepared fot, 
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Jiis advent by ordinances and Scriptures, yet hailed 
tlu liglit with joy^ and became the willing servants 
t)f the Lord of life, in spreading his dospel among 
the nations. Ihe judgment by which the want of 
faith was punished in the temporary suspension of 
speech, was a farther sign of the deathlike silence 
that should prevail in the Jewish state and people, 
as the consequence of the national infidelity and dis- 
obedience. But the word of the. angel being verified, 
the tongue of Zacharias was released from its typical 
bondage, and his first exercise of it was to pour out 
this prophetic song; in which the mercies of Godin 
times past are represented as tigures of those to 
come. The throne promised to David was now to be 
established, and the covenant made with Al'iahain, 
after the mystical sacrifice of Isaac, was about to 
be fulfilled; of which the birth of John was the 
assured pledge, and his ministry the appointed means 
of preparation. But the kingdom here described is 
not after the fashion of this world, for so the prophet 
declares ; when addressing his son, he says, Thou 
shah go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
ways ; to give kiiowlege of salvation unto his people 
for the remission of their sins, through the tender 
mercy of our God; whereby the Dayspring from 
on high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit 
in darkness, and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.’^ 

Here Zacharias pointed out the Messiah’s cha- 
racter as the Saviour of sinners, in language not to 
be misunderstood ; and here, with equal clearness, he 
expressed the nature of that dominion which the 
same Divine Person should obtain over the souls of 
men. The wonderful infant, whose birth was thus 
celebrated by the Holy Spirit, preceded the Sun of 
liighteousness, as the inonihig star ushers in the 
light ; and the blessed effects of the Dayspring which 
dawned from oi} high, gradually increasing more 
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ancJ more into the perfect day, were, the dispersion 
of ignorance, which Is the darkness of the intellectual 
world ; the awakening of men from sin, which is the 
sleep of the soul ; and the conversion and direction 
of their hearts and inclinations into the way of peace, 
that is, of reconciliation to God by the blood of 
Christ ; to themselves by the answer of a conscience 
cleansed from sin, and to one another by mutual 
love. Happy is the people that is in such a case ; 
yea, happy is the people whose God is the Lord. 
They are the children of the light and of the day. 
Their sun shall no more go down, neither shall their 
moon withdraw itself ; for the Lord shall be unto 
them an everlasting light, and the days of their 
niouriiiiig shall be ended 


SEPTEMBER THE FOURTH. 

THE NAME OF JESUS. 

M'uUhew, i. 21. — She shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shall call his name J esus ; for he shall iare 
■ his people from their sins. 

This divine message contains a summary of the 
entire Gospel, with respect to the character of the 
Messiah and the nature of his kingdom, tlie,wojk 
which he was to perform, and the cluircli to be re- 
deemed by his grace. It is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation,” observes an Apostle, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners which faithful saying, so commanding of our 
faith and gratitude, is pidently the declaration of the 
angel, announcing the incarnation of the Saviour and 

♦ Bishop Horjae’s Considerations on the Life of the 
Baptist, p. 36, 
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explanatory of his name. The archangel had al- 
ready signified to the virgin mother^ tliat the fruit of 
her womb should be called Jesus ; but in this mani- 
festation to her spouse, ihe same heavenly messenger, 
while he made known the miraculous conception and 
the name which tht^ wonderful child should bear, 
condescended to assign the reason why that appella* 
tion was to be given him, and in what sense the per- 
son bearing it would be a deliverer. Fur this ap- 
parent difterence siiAicicnt causes may be adduced, 
but the principal will be found in the circumstances 
of the parties to whom the respective communica- 
tions were made. It was enough to assure the one 
that her son would obtain the throne of his father 
David, and reign over the house of Jacob for ever;” 
but Joseph being in trouble about her condition, and 
consulting within himself the means of separation to 
preserve his own honour and yet to save the object 
of his love from disgrace, it was necessary that bis 
mind should be more distinctly informed upon the 
subject of redemption. He is termed a righteous 
man, because he regulated his life according to the 
^ules of justice, which led him to put away his wife 
for her supposed infidelity ; but as they were only 
betrotlied to each other, he resolved to do this in as 
liberal a manner as possible, consistent with the 
established usages of the country. While thus the 
gcod man meditated, he received this information in 
Uie visions of the night: Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife ; for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
And she shall bring forth a .son, and thou shnit call 
his name Jesus ; for he shall save his people fnmi 
llieir sin.s.” Thus the name was expressly determined, 
and had such a special signification, that in its strict 
and appropriate meaning it could belong to no other 
than one who by his own Divine power and virtuo 
W'as able to save men from all misery, and to put 
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them in possession of everlasting happiness. In a 
temporal view, some eminent persons had r^dered 
themselves deserving of this name, and it was borne 
topically by that great conqueror who established the 
chosen people in the promised laud. But the Sa- 
viour, whose birth was marked by so many clcmon- 
strations of the Divine interference, obtained tbia 
high distinction because he was decreed in the eternal 
councils of Heaven to rescue human nature from 
the dominion of the evil one. Sin is a state of 
bondage which involves all niaiikiiid, without any 
exception ; for though its influence varies accordii^ 
to the several habits of the moral beings in whom it 
prevails, still of the whole race it may truly be said, 
that they arc under condemnation. Outward cir- 
cumstt'inces, and the examples of others, may indeed 
so far curb our passions as to keep iia from falling 
into gross errors of conduct; but there are points 
where legislation has no controid, and where public 
opinions can produce little effect. Here the force of 
nature is shown in all its deformity, and in the pri« 
vate walks of life man is seen, without any artificial 
guise, now raging with violence or pining with envy, 
here playing the tyrant, and there acting as the dupe 
of folly or the slave of his {xissions. If w^e scrutinize’ 
farther the recesses of the human heart, we shall find,' 
even in those who make the fairest appearance in 
society, many deep shades to lessen the adni^tijpi 
which we originally conceived for their character ; so 
that of the very best it may be said, in the language 
of unerring 'IVuth^ there is none that doeth good, no 
not one.” Rom. iii. 1*2. Thus the whole world lieth 
in wickedness, and all men, by the testimony of their 
ONvn conbcicnces, are proved to be under the vassal- 
age of sin, which binds the wdlJ and jwjrverts the 
actions of men, where they are least apprehensive of 
any wrong bias, and are wholly insensible to the coii- 
aequenccs of their resolutions. From tbio state o# 
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slavery Infinite Mercy brings forth a seed, whose 
affections are no longer set upon the pleasures of 
sense or the gratification of earthly desires, but being 
quickened by a new principle, study to approve 
themselves a peculiar ^people, zealous of good 
works.” Tit. ii. 14. Now, He that effects this stu- 
pendous change must of necessity be Divine ; for what 
created being could possibly bring light out of dark- 
ness, or so alter the habits of man as to make him 
love what he before despised, and renounce propen- 
sities which were become familiar, like the right 
hand, and equally tender with the right eye ? Yet 
such is the salvation which believers experience by 
virtue of their union with the Redeemer, whose 
coining in the flesh was revealed with so much so- 
lemnity, and whose very name indicates tne mercy 
he bestows upon his people. They are not only 
delivered from condemnation, so that the charge of 
accusation ceases to remain in force against them, 
but their minds are renewed, and brought into such a 
^tate of perfect freedom, tliat the hope produced by 
it makes every one who hath it,desirt>us of purify- 
ing himself as bis Lord is pure.” J John, iii. 3. 

Instead of resting satisfied with a partial reforma- 
tion, or fancying that a good moral deportment con- 
stitutes the whole Christian character, they who are 
9aved from their sins labour earnestly to l3e wholly 
freed from all the remains of indwelling corruption, 
it Deing their per{>etiial prayer that the ‘‘ same mind 
may be in them which was in Christ Jesus.” Philip, 
ii. 5. To believe in the name of the Son of God, 
is therefore a matter of primary importance, as it 
concerns the knowlege of our condition by nature, 
and of that to which we are called by the Gospel ; 
ibr this is the commandment of the bather, That 
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us command- 
ment. Aud he that keepeth bis commandmeota 
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dwelleth in liini and he in him ; and hereby we know 
that he abidelh in us by the Spirit which he bath 
given us.” 1 John, iii. 23, 24. 


SEPTEMBER THE FIFTH. 

THE NATIVITY. 

Luke, ii. 14. — Glory to Goil in the highest ^ mdorh 
earth peace j good imll toward men- 

When the time drew near for tli^ appearance of the 
Messiah according to what had been predicted of 
him by the prophets, a decree of the Roman govern- 
ment, commanding that ail its subjects should be 
registered, obliged Joseph and Mary to leave Naza-^ 
reth, that they might be enrolled at Bethlehem 
among the descendants of David. Thus the motives 
of jealousy or ambition are made subservient to the 
Divine purposes ; and while man seeks only his own 
aggrandizement or security, he becomes instrumental 
in bringing to pass the secret designs of Infinite 
Wisdom. On such an occasion, when many persons 
came from various parts on the same account, the 
town of Bethlehem was so filled with strangers that 
the arrival of one in Mary’s condition could not bo 
expected to attract any particular notice. The^piaje, 
indeed, was so crowded, that there was no room in 
the inn, and the Virgin Mother was under the neces- 
sity of taking up her lodging in the stable, “ where she 
brought fortfi the Lord of life and the Heir of glory.’’ 
How beautifully doth this circumstance illustrate the 
great truth concerning the Redeemer, which is ex- 
pressed in the thirty-ninth Psalm, 1 am a stranger 
with thee, and a sojourner, as ell my fathers were !” 
And as be was, so arc we in this world. Let not 
Iben the salutary remembimQce of our pilgrimage be 
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out of our minds. Let us not forget that we are tra- 
vellers like our father Abraham of old, oniv passing 
through the land, which we are afterwards to inherit, 
anew in the kingdom of God. ‘‘ As strangers and 
pilgrims let us abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul,” in that capacity, and impede her 
progress to the heavenly Oinaan : and let us wean 
ourselves from all foolish fondness for things, places, 
and persons in this world. For thus saith the holy 
Jesus to every believing soul; '^ Hearken, O daugh- 
ter, and consider, incline ihiiie ear; forget also 
thine ow n peo{)le, and thy falher^s bouse ; so shall 
the King have pleasure in thy beauty ; for he is thy 
Lord God, and worship thou him.” Here thou 
hast no abiding city; the chiireii itself is but an inn, 
constructed for the reception and entertainrni nt of 
poor pilgrims on their way to liie Jerusalem above. 
Here the soul is strengthened and refreshed, hut here 
she is not to stay. What Christ once said to his 
disciples he says to them still, and they ouglit coil* 
tinually to say to each oilier, Arise, let us go 
hence.” 

The Soil of God was laid in a manger, because 
there was no room for him in the inn.” This night 
was the hand of Jehovah upon every high thing, to 
bring it low. flow is all the glory of the world 
blotted out at one stroke! Ye pomps and vanities, 
fasewi^Il ! henceforth I will no xnort: complain of bad 
accommodations upon the road of life. If there was 
no room for the J.iOrd of glory in this w orW, shall I 
W'oiidtrr that there is none for me ? Shall sinful dust 
and ashes complain, when he did Mu.«;t 1 

squander my money upon extravagant furnilnrc, w hen 
he lodged in a stable ? Cannot I rest upon down, 
wheu he made his uneasy bed in a manger r Surely^ 
riches and honours cannot be the things which lli6 
world takes them to be, when the world’s Creator 
thought tliem worthy of nothing but hi5 contemjit; 
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ff there is no room for me in the inn, I will rcmem*^ 
bcr there was none for my Redeemer. I wiH go 
meekly and patiently to the stable^ and there I shall 
be sure to iiiid Jesus. 

« Our Lord, at his nativity, w as wrapped in 
swaddling-clothes.” Despise not infants, for Jesus 
was one. Contemplate with the Virgin Mother this 
wonderful child, set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel ; for the fall of tliose who are of* 
fended at bis humiliation ; for the exaltation of those 
who can accost him even in bis swaddling-clothes, 
“ We praise thee, O God, we acknowlege tliee to be 
the Lord.” '^L'hink how tliese holy feet, now tender 
and unable to support his sacred body, shall bear 
him over Judea with a great zeal, for the gaining 
souls to the belief and obedience of his holy laws ; 
those are the feet which shall walk upon the sea as 
upon firm pavement ; which Mary Magdalen shall 
wash with tears, and wipe with her hair, and anoihl 
with costly oiiitnient, as expressions of love and 
adoration, and there find absolution and remedy for 
her sins ; w^faich finally shall be rent by the nails of 
the cross, and afterw^ards ascend above the heavens^ 
when the earth shall become the footstool of the 
great King. In the same manner consider those 
hands which were so often lifted tip to God in prayer, 
whose touch was miraculous, cleansing lepers, re- 
storing perished limbs, opening blind eyes, mising 
the dead to life ; tliose hands which fed many 'thou- 
sands, which purged llie temple from profiiiiciK?ss, 
which in a sacrainentul manner bare his o\vn4)ody, 
and gave it to be the food of elect souls ; which 
afterwards were rent upon the cross till the woiutds 
became the instruments of everlasting benediction. 
We may also behold his holy breast, and reflect, that 
there lay the sacred heart, like the dove within tlie 
ark, speaking peace to us, beiflg the seat of love and 
SOI row, ilie fountain of both the sacraments rtinnmg 

iJ 
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out irt tlie two holy streams of blood and \vater, 
when his blessed side was pierced as the rock was 
smitten in the wilderness. — ^The glad tidings of the 
Redeemer’s birth were first brought by an angel, 
saying, lieliold, I bring you glad tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people ; for unto you is 
born this day, in lire city of David, a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lortl.” A sennori this well worthy the 
tongue of an angel, and whicii ought for ever to em- 
ploy the thoughts and voices of the ciiildrcii of men ; 
for never since the day in wliich Adam left tlie gateir 
of Eden was there so gladsome a sound heard upon 
the earth. Heaven itself gives man joy of the bii th 
of a Saviour, a Saviour of all men, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, from sin and sorrow, and the v ialh to 
come ; one anointed to instruct, redeem, and go- 
vern his people ; one, who was Jehovah, infinite in 
mercy, wisdom, and power. How beautilu! upon 
the monntaiiK’5 arc the fctl of them who publish this 
salvation ! ’ 'i'hest tidings c»'jme to sin plicrds. Po- 
verty of spirit, contempt of the woild, and simplicity 
of heart, are the qua!ifi<*:i lions whic h dispose for the 
reception of Cin ist, and draw down Divine visitations. 
The news came not to the great, the rich, or the 
voluptuous. And why? U'he great would never 
stoop to Him who came in obscurity iiuA humility ; 
the rich would despise Him wlio came in poverty and 
nakedness ; the voluptuous w'ould have no taste for 
Him who lodged iir a stable, and lay in a manger. 
Such propriety is there in that renunciation of the 
world, and the flesh, made by every person, when 
taking on himself the Christian profession. The 
shepherds were “ keeping watch over their flocks by 
night.” Happy the man whom his Lord, when lie 
cometh, shall And so doing ; employed in a con- 
scientious discharge of the duties of his calling, how 
mean soever it may be, if it is but an honest one*. 
No man so . engaged is to be despised by* the dis« 
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tiples of Christ, who appointed man to labour, and 
is pleased tlm*' to reward the labours of the diligent, 
with a maiiiJestation of his glory. Si.ddenly there 
was with ihe angel a m!iltitude ot the iieavenly host, 
praising God and saying, Glory to God in the 
higlicst, and on tliC earth peace, goo<i will towards 
men.” Surely this is a ihght to b(‘ !ouch observed 
jmunig the geiierali ms of ui.;u tor evermore. * Who 
does not fancy hiniselt in the tiehi with tlie j)oor 
hut happy sheplieidsr Wlio do ‘s not think lie 
suddenly hears 'die s of the nipjjt sweetly 

invaded by sounds w .eh never can be exceeded 
but by the music that wch.mes the departing soul 
iiiu' the regions of pea^e i nd harmony, and hails 
its safe arrival in the l;e!ds of paraclrfc ! There 
is joy among the angels of God ovt: oiu' sinner that 
repeiiteth,” What wonder, then, that at the birth 
of the Son of God, for the redempnon ivvA salvation 
of the world, there should be a jubilee in heaven! 
Ibe wonder is, that there shouid be not one upon 
earth , and that man should be unconcerned at an event 
which brought forth the spirits above in multitudes, to 
admire, adore, and celebrate it. But be not thou, my 
soul, among the ungrateful and iiiitbankful. Rejoice 
thou ill the Lord Jesus always, and magnify his holy 
name for ever; taking up and coiitiiming, with all thy 
powers and faculties, the song first set by the angelic 
choir for that purpose, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will towards 
men 

♦Bishop Hornets. Thoughts on the Nativity, in the 
[Christian’s Magazine, vol. ii« p. 6x9. 
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SEPTEMBER THE SIXTH. 

THE CIRCUMCISION. 

LukC| ii. 21.-— ichm eight dajt/s Zi'ere nccom-^ 
plkhcd for the eircumcising of the child ^ his name 
Zias called Jksus, tchich U'ds so named of the 
(Uigel, before he uas conceived in the womb. 

w E ate now led from the biith of the Redeemer to 
his circunicisioH, the account of which immediately 
follows the homage paid him by the shepherds. I'his 
was the beginning of His sufferings, who \vr.s made of 
a woman under the law, that he might redeem all 
who were in a state of condemnation and bondage. 
But it was also the beginning of joy, because then 
commenced the great work of salvation, when the 
blood of this immaculate victim was first shed, in 
obedience to the Divine ordinance, for the expiation 
of sin. If it be asked, why lie who was spotless 
should endure a painful ceremony, which was a sacra* 
mental sign, denoting the necessity of an inward 
purgation from all defilement; 4he answer ts obvious, 
that he did it on our account and as our representa- 
tive. He was made sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we might become the righteousness of God in 
him. ’ 2 Cor. v. 21. He bore our griefs, that we 
might enter into his joy ; he put on the bloody gar- 
ment of sill and death, that we might be clothed wiiU 
the robe of righteousness. He became not only one 
with us, as the head is with the members, but oiic 
for us, as the surety is for a tlebtor. 'i hereforr, 
though he could neither need circumcision nor bap- 
tism for himself, yet, as the Mediator and ato!ie- 
ment for human nature, he submitted to both, that 
he might fulfill all righteousness.” As it w'as ne- 
cessary that he shoyuld be made flesh and blood, it 



Tllfi CIRCUMCISION. 


43 


became equally so that he should be circumcised on 
llie eighth day ; by which rite he put himself under 
the full obligation of the law, its duties and penaU 
tics. Thus Christ by tiiis act took our debts and 
entered into a covenant for us, engaging to discharge 
all that was against us, and to submit even to death, 
that he might redeem us from the curse. 

The blood which was now shed in the person of the 
infant Saviour, was a pledge that he would shed the 
\Uiole at the time appointed; and this he performed, 
when, upon the cross, he paid the full ransom for our 
deliverance ; so that henceforth ‘‘ there is no con- 
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.^' Rom. 
viii, 1 . Against all who are not united by faith to the 
mystical body of this Saviour, the law of God still 
Dames w'ith the destructive terrors of Mount Sinai ; 
and we are assured that he who oiFendeth in one 
point is considered as guilty of the whole.” James, 
il 10. Happily, however, the Son of God came 
into the world to save sinners of every description ;• 
and his grace imparted in baptism, and made eflFec- 
Uiiil by the renewal of the heart, will quicken those 
who are dead in trespasses, and nourish them to eternal 
life. The spirit of both sacraments, therefore, or 
that of the old and that of the new law, is one and 
the same, being intended to show the necessity of otnr 
separation by Divine power from the pollution of sin, 
and through the cleansing nature, of the IJedeemer'^ 
blood, in whom we are “ circumcised witli the cir- 
cunicision made without hands ; buried also with him 
iu baptism, wherein also we are risen with him 
through tin' faith of the operation of Ciod, who hath 
raised him from the dead.” Col. ii. 1‘2. But it is 
evident, that the blessing so procured and signified 
by the ordinances of Heaven, can only be beneiicial 
b^ personal application and the continual exercise 
our faculties, striving against sin and labouring 
after holiness, without whidi no man shall see the. 
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Lord for, as the same Apostle observes, Cir- 
cumcision is nothing, and uiicircumcision is nothing, 
but the keeping of the comniandments of God.” 
1 Cor, vii. J9. • Heb. xii. 34. 


SEPTEMBER THE SEVENTII. 

THE EPIPHANY. 

Matthew, ii. Q.—JVc luive neeit star in the cast, 
and are come to zcorship him. 

The history of our blessed Saviour is di4ingui«hcd 
by circuiivstanees which '^how' the extreme lunnilia- 
tion of his conuitiou and the dignity of iiis nature ; 
the lowliness to which he submitted, contrasted wdlli 
the majesty of which he was actually possessed. 
Thus no sooner is it said that the viigm mother had 
brought forth her Son, and laid him in swaddling- 
clothes, than a light from heaven shines upon the 
fields of Bethlehem, and the angel of the Lord, at- 
tended by a celestial choir, announces the happy tidings 
of salvation to the shepherds, w ho kept their flocks by 
night ; so likewise at the close of his life, when lie 
arose from his agoni/ing conflict in the garden, 
where he prayed that the cup of bitterness might pass 
•from him, yet at the sound of his voice the soldiers 
who were sent to apprehend him — retreated, and fell 
to the ground. In like manner, when he expired upon 
the cross, it was with a tiiumphaiU shout, ns that of 
^ mighty victor over his foe ; and at that moment 
the earth witnessed the event by a convulsive shock, 
while the heavens above were covered with superna- 
tural darkness. Another very remarkable particular 
which attended the Redeemer, was that of his being < 
born in the meanest of situations, at an inn and ill a, 
atable, as a strange^ and a sojoumer upon earth ; yet 
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even in this abject slate he received the homage due 
to this regal character, and his coming upon earth 
>vas hailed as a universal blessing. Here he ^vas 
visited by ambassadors of the highest rank, who ac- 
knowleged his divinity, and brought him presents 
after the Eastern manner; theicby literally verifying 
the declarations of ancient prophecy, The kings of 
Sheba and Seba shall olfcr gifts : yea, all kings shall 
fall down before him ; all nations Jiall serve him.' — 
“AH they from Sheba shall come ; they shall bring 
gold and incense, and they shall show forth the 
praises* of the Lord.” Ps. Ixxii. 10. Isa. lx. 0. 

From these j>assagcs it is reasonably inferred that 
iVie persons who came by the direction of Heaven in 
search of the jiew -born King, were princes of high 
distinction in Arabia Felix, a country abounding with 
line gold and valuable aromatics. Here reigjied 
that celebrated queen, whose visit to Soh)mon makes 
so conspicuous an appearance in Sacred history ; and 
in its neighbourhood dwell Balaam, whose famous 
prediction of a star to arise out of Jacob, could 
hardly fail to become matter of traditionary re- 
cord among a people who were noted inquirers into 
nature, and wore particularly skilled in astronomical 
observations. The men who sought the infant Mes- 
siah, are called by the Evangelist, Magi, w’hich in the 
usual acceptation denoted the lovers of wisdom, or 
such as devoted themselves wholly to the pursuit of 
divine and human knowlege. In their number were 
frequently enrolled persons of the most exalted rank 
who regarded wealtli and power as talents entrusU 
to their jnaiiagcmcnt, but w^hich could be of nc 
service unless employed in the cause of learning and 
virtue. Of this description were the men who asto- 
nished the court and people of Jerusalem with the 
inquiry, “ Where is he that is born King of the 
^Jevvu? fgr we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him." It was ji common opinion 
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ill the ancient world, that the nativity of extraoa* 
ditiary cliaracters was always marked by some pie* 
ternatui'al appearances in the heavens ; and therefore, 
in acconiinodatioii to this received notion, the Iti* 
tninous meteor was revealed to the wise men, who 
must at the same time have had also some positive 
information concerning its real design and direction. 
On this point, indeed, the evangelical historian is 
silent ; but from what is recorded in another place, 
of the light which shone upon the shephcids, that it 
was accompanied by an angelical interpreter, it is 
reasonable to suppose that the Magi had a similar 
communication. That these pious inquirers were 
however previously acquainted with tlu* oracles re- 
lating to the Messiah, seems evident from their lan- 
guage, in whicli tliey aeknowlegc his regal ilignity, 
and profess their intention of submitting to his 
riglitoous government ; freely declaring that he was a 
king, and at the same time confessing his divinity. 
Hut in whatever way their information was obtained, 
ihc use wliich diey made of it calls for our admira- 
tion, and their example suggests an excellent lesson 
of practkal importance for our improvement. Here 
we see men of great attainments and the highest dis- 
tinction renouncing their national prejudices and 
superstitious attachments, to go in search of truth in a 
foieign land, n'.ady to embrace it under any circum- 
Hi which it should be found, and to cncoimU r 
dai^gei aii<i couteinpt for the sake of Him hi w hom 
all the tainilu Hol iheeailh were to be blessed.” (j<*n. 
xxii. 18 . On lijcir ai rival at the capital of Judaea 
they preseiiU^d ihemvielvis, williout delay, before the 
reigiiiiig prince, to \>hom they impsiiterl the purport 
of their misstoii, thinking, no doubt, that the intel- 
ligence would be lieiu'd with gladness by the people 
most iiiteit::Sted in the event. Hut instead of receiv* 
zng the tidings with joy, Herod was troubled, and all 
Jenisalein with hijtn. lhat a tyrant and usurjKi 
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sliould be disturbed by the information which these 
religious travellers brought^ was not to be wondered 
at; but that die Jews, who looked for the coming 
of a deliverer, should be disquieted at the report of 
these wise men, might seem unaccountable, did not 
experience convince us that mercies are little re- 
garded when they come through a different medium 
from that upon which we had set our desire and ex- 
pectation. The inliabitaiits of Jerusalem were of- 
fended most probably at the presumption of these 
men, who were aliens to the commonwealth of 
Israel ; and, therefore, though the Sanhedrim could 
not avoid giving that direction which was demanded, 
concerning the binth-place of the Messiah, yet not 
one of them acccjmpanied the pious Arabians in 
their search, either in courtesy of manners * or curio- 
sity of spirit. J3iit these (Jentilcs showed the sin- 
c(*rity of their faith by persevering in the pursuit of 
the object which they had in view, and by worsliip- 
pijvj the infant Saviour, though they discovered him 
in a mean condition, exposed to all the ills of poverty 
and flistre.ss. A contrast, in all respects like this, is 
still exhibited in the opposite deportment of iiKjuir- 
ing Christians and nominal believers ; for while the 
one seek diligently the pearl of great price, to attain 
which they sacrilice temporal ease, honour, and pro- 
fit, the others coiU'mt themselves w^ith barely speak- 
ing of religion in commendable terms, but wifhoul 
taking any pains to enlarge their minds, to improve 
their hearts, or to ctiriect their lives by its rules and 
precepts. Such professoi^, whose faith is in their 
lips, choose to sit down in luxury and amidst the 
riches of the world, when called upon by the Re- 
deemer to follow him in the path of humility. Far 
difl'erent is it with the pure in heart, wlio, awakened 
by the Gospel sound, leave all tilings, to go out 
^eagerly in quest of eternal life, never remaining 
•SA^islied till, like these first coinyrts of the heathen 
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world, they have prostrated themselves before their 
God and King, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of their faith."* Heb. xii. 2. 


SEPTEMBER THE EIGHTH. 

THE SONG OF SIMEON. 

Luke, ii. oO^—Miue eyes have seen thy salvation. 

WllKN the Redeemer of men came into the M'orld 
he was made subject to the law, not only that ho 
might, as our representative, perform all its de- 
mands, but to set us an example also that we should 
follow his steps. lie was, ihertdore, cireumcised 
on the eightli day, though he had none of our im- 
purities ; and at the period appointed by the Levitical 
ritual, his inollier presented him in the leinplc, with 
an ofl’ering suited to the poverty of her cireum- 
staiK t s; though, as the Son of God, he was born 
w itiiout sin, and consequently could stand in no need 
of any atonement. But thus he paid obedience to 
all the ordinances of that system which was to ter- 
minate with his i-iMsonal sacrifice ; and in this seru- 
puiuus manner did he conform to the most rigid 
exactions of the ^Mosaic institute, that he might lay 
tJow^i a standing rule for his church to the cud of 
time.* In this meek compliance with outward forms, 
our blessed Lord condescended to teach us the lesson 
of practical humility, and the indispensible duty of 
submitting our will and wisdom to Divine revelation. 
Here also, in the conduct of the holy Mary, pa- 
rents may learn the obligation which lies upon ihetn 
of devoting tlieir infant offspring to the service of 
the Almighty, who is the author of every good gift, 
and without whose sanctifying influence that which 
creates present gladness may prove the source of 
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sorrow. If the blessed virgin brought her immacu- 
late infant to the t6mple> with a pair of turtle-doves^ 
it becomes a solemn charge with all who are made 
partakers of the Christian name to come also before 
die Lord with the children whom he has given them. 
But w^e are farther insUucted in this great principle 
of religion b^ the peculiar circumstances which dis« 
tiiiguished this event of our Saviour’s early history. 
It bad been foretold by the last of tlic prophets that 
the Messiah should come suddenly to the temple ; but 
the manner or age of his appearance was not indicated 
in diis prediction ; and yet we find two persons of 
eminent piety regularly watching in that holy sanctu- 
ary, and waiting from day to day for the consolation of 
Israel. Of Anna the prophetess, it is said that i^e 
bad lived a widow fourscore and four years, yet she 
departed not from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night ai^ day. The object of her 
e\traorclinai 7 devotion is explained* in the narrative, 
tiiat immediately on seeing tlie w'onderful child she ac« 
knowdeged him for the promised Lord, and spake 
of him to all who, like her, looked for redemption 
in Jerusalem.” But the account of Simeon is more 
full and remarkable. This venerable character evi« 
dcntly appears to have been a man of hi^ distinction 
among his countrymen, being just as well as de* 
vout which eulogy deserves attention, and shows 
that he was not merely an ascetic, or one who* de- 
voted himself to the forms of religion, but that he 
filled some public station, the duties of whifch were 
discharged by him with the strictest inlegrilv. Tlie 
piety of Simeon then did not seclude him from society, 
nor did his faith in the Me^iali render him indifferent 
to the concerns of active life. ^ 

Though it was revealed to him that he should not 
death till ~ he had beheld the Loid’s Christ, the 
^ood qian still continued in the exercise of his calling 
as I citizen of Jerusalem, but regularly attending the 

VOL. III. i; 
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boiirs of prayer in the teniple. Such will ever be 
the disposition and deportment of every true believer, 
wIk> waits for liis Lord m the way marked out by 
Providence and Grace; placing ail his happiness in 
the etjyoymcnt of the Divine presence, yet pursuing 
With iiidefa%able diligence tli^ vocation to which lie 
is, appointed* The devout CEri$lian is careful to re- 
spect the wliole service of the $pnotuar}% and ear- 
nestly aeeks^ his Saviour in every ordinance, being 
never weary of well-doing, nor growing impatient 
under any. delay. Even in old age lie contemplates 
with gratelul feelings Uie initiatory sacrament, by 
which tlie church gains an accession of members ; and 
he turns tlie ceremony to his own improvement in 
the eKamiiiation of his lieart, and to the benefit. of 
odiers by reminding them of their obligations* 'Die 
faith of Simeon, like tliat of the patriarch, endured a 
long trial, but it was strengthened by habitual piety, 
and by a constant waitii^ upon the Iiord in the courts 
of his bouse* There lie found thid blessing winch 
bad been for so many years the object of his prayers ; 
and on entering the temple by the direction of the 
Holy Ghost, saw and embraced the wonderful 
Child foretold by Isaiah; after which all worldly con- 
siderations appeared as nothing in his estimation, and 
he was coiimnt to laydown his hoary head in the 

E re in peace* On this ecstatic occasion the aged 
t uUeied that prophetic song which the church 
has adopted in her evening worship, and which is ad- 
mirably descriptive of the glory of die Redeemer’s 
kingdom, in the conversion, of die Gentiles and the 
final restoration of Israel* The declaration of 
Simeon, that he had nou^ seen the ^Ivaiion of the 
Lord, corresponds exas^tly with the uniform language 
of ancient prophecy concerning the person of the 
Messiali, who is represented as being the Jehovah of 
his people* What Simeon contemplated with so, 
much rapture, was. at diis time, to appearancci 
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thing inore than a helpless infant ; yet of this child did 
the inspired ttian freely . and openly ^ before the public 
congregation, witness this cohfeSjsidrt, ^hat he ‘was the 
salvation of God. Ihegreat worlc which the incarnate 
Word had undertaken to accoinplisbi was now begun ; 
and this blessed.servant of tfaie .Most High Saw, by the 
power of the Spirit, the whole mystdiy of ledemption, 
in all its stages of humiliation and triumph, fully un* 
folded to his mental view. Gladly, therefore^ dM he 
profess Ins faith in the divinity of the Saviour, though 
at the same time he knew and predicted that the 
child in his arms would not only be for the rise but 
also for the fall of many in Israel. The prophet saw 
in Jesus that Mighty One, who would save his people 
from their atns, and whose sceptre should extend 
oyer ail the earth ; yet throng the medium of in- 
spiration he beheld the same Saviour in bis most 
abject and persecuted state, as a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of ofteiice.” Notwithstanding this various 
prospect aind painftil contrast, the good man rejoiced, 
because be knew that the sufferings of the Redeemer 
made an essential part of that salvation which he 
came to effect for aU who believe in him ; and on 
this account the holy confessor was willing to enter 
into the rest which reinaiiieth for the people of God, 
being assured that what was begun would be per-* 
fect^ by Jesus Christ, who is the same.yesterdaY* 
and to-day, and for ever.” Heb. xiii. 8. The* holy 
Sime<m could now depart in peace, not that his mind 
had hitherto been disturbed by any doubts'couceniing 
the Divine verity and goodness, but because the pro- 
mise of redemption was in a state of accompfish- 
ment ; and that as he had lived iir the faith of 
Christ, so to die would prove his eternal gain.” 
Phil. i. ttl. ■ 
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SEPTEMBER THE NINTH. 

THE HOLY INNOCENTS. 

Matthew^ ii. l6.^Then Hetod, when he saw that 
he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth and slew all the children 
that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof from two years old and under, according 
to the time uMch he had diligently viquired of 
the wise men. 

When the ivise men informed Herod of their busi* 
ness ill Judea, the tyrant became alarmed for his 
safety, thinking, in cothmon with carnal minds, that 
the dominion of the Messiah was of a temporal na- 
ture. Conscious of his guilt, and fearful of its con-' 
sequences, the usurper resolved to destroy tlie rising 
competitor; but knowing the prejudices of the Jewish 
people, and their anxiety on tins object of general 
expectation, he w^ent secretly and hypocritically to 
work, that no measures might be adopted to prevent 
his design. He therefore called the strangers to a 
private audience, and after a close examination cbm- 
inuiiicatcd to them the prophecy concerning the 
birth-place of Christ, enjoining them to search Beth- 
lehein w'ith diligence, and on finding the child to 
make him acquainted with the discovery. Herod 
affected to be actuated by the same pious motives 
with those wdiich brought the Magi to Jerusalem; 
but in reality his treacherous mind neither regaitled 
the decrees of Heaven, nor felt the impulse of hu- 
manity. ITie Arabian travellers iveiit on their jour- 
ney with hearts greatly enlivened by the Divine direc- 
tion, and, being unsuspicious of any evil intentions on 
a subject of universal interest, they would have 
gladly hastened back to Jerusalem willi the tidings of 
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ihe Saviour, if the same Power, by whom they were 
guided from the East, had not, in a midnight warn- 
ing, enjoined them to' return home another way. In 
this interval the presentation of the Child in the 
temple evidently took place, otherwise he must have 
been brought again to Bethlehem ; though the Evan- 
gelist, w^ho describes tlie ceremony and relates the 
wonders which attended it, says, that Joseph and 
Mary then returned into Galilee, to their own city 
Nazareth, which lay in an opposite direction. The 
protracted stsw of the Magi wrought up the disturbed 
passions of Herod to a pitch of fury ; and when he 
found that these sages had quitted his territories, 
without condescending to make him acquainted with 
the result of their inquiries, his apprehensions con- 
verted the whole into, a plot against his throne and 
his life. Thus agitated by pride and fear, the inhu- 
man monster, who intended at first to cut off only 
one innocent victim, now sent bis orders to murder 
all the mfde children of two years old and under, in 
Bethlehem and its neighbourhood. To this dreadful 
massacre the historian has adapted, by a mode of 
application common in the New Testament, a de- 
scriptive scene in the prophecy of Jeremtab, where 
llachel is represented as weeping over the tomb of 
her children, and refusing to be comforted because 
they were not. Ulie act of savage barbarity perpe- 
trated by Herod, has been calle^Jn question on dt- 
count of the silence of JosepliiS^ who wrote the 
history of those times ; but valuable as this writer is, 
he collected fiiS^inaterials from those who were 
friendljr to the memory of Herod, and he makes no 
scruple pf declaring, that there are some bitter Uuths 
which no grave and modest author will bb disposed 
to relate. But though this histomn pAi^ over the 
massacre of Belhieiiem unnoticed, a^pagan writer 
has teen more honest and explicit ; wlio not Only 
nentions the fact, but the sarcasm which the repost 
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of it drew from the emperor Augustus, that it was 
better to be Herod’s bog than bis son/' This hor- 
rible slaughter, while it siiocks our feelings ,ancl 
draws tears from our eyes, presents also some con- 
siderations of edifying instruction and coinfpvt. The 
infants of Bethlehem were the first martyrs of the 
Christian church; and distressing as the catastrophe 
must have been to their afflicted friends, yet the inno- 
cence of their minds, and the cause in which they 
fell, rendered them an acceptable offering at the 
altar of Christ. They were in appearance lost to the 
world, and their departure was attended with the 
sounds of lamentation and woe ; but in that happy 
state to which the spirits of these highly fav.^ured 
children, as the first fruits of redemption, were con- 
veyed, there is no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, but all tears are for ever wiped away from the 
mourner s eye. The prevalence of diseases, and tlte 
long train of complicated ills which perpleic us in the 
journey of life, are so many calls to woaii our affec- 
tions from this shifting scene, w^bere we have no 
abiding place, because every moment. 4akes some- 
lliing from our enjoyments. The awful manner in 
which these children of Bethlehem were cut off, must 
no doubt have b<:en peculiarly agonizing to their 
parents ; but, setting the iniquity of dio tyrant aside, 
the untimely fate of so many victims, was no greater 
evil than what is produced by the sudden desola- 
tion of an earthquake, or the sweeping ravages of tlie 
pestilence. Mortality, in whatever shape it comes, 
has a degree of terror in its aspect, and leaves a 
glpoui oil the countenances of the survivors; but 
painful as the separation may be, tln^re is ^n inesti- 
mable consolation arising from the reflection, that it is 
the stroke of a Father, who makes use even of the 
wicked to accomplish his purposes of good to the 
righteous ; and though now we cannot possibly dis^' 
«ern the reason of bis dispensations, yet the time ia' 
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coming, when, our faailties being enlarged, we sliall 
both sec and admire that part of his government 
which here below appeared most dismal and unao 
countable to our narrow’ tmderslaiidin^s. Amidst the 
accumulation of public and private distress, the loss 
of friends and the pressure of bodily infirmities^ 
the depression of poverty and the misery of exile, 
there is a small still voice which administers this 
word of support and liope to the beli’evcr, What I 
do thou knowest not now> but thou shall know bere- 
aftei'.” John, xiii. 7* 


SEI^EMBER THE TENTH. 

THE. CHILDHOOD OF JESUS. 

Xuke, ii. Jesus increased in wisdom and 

stature y and in favour with God and man* 

As our biased Lord came into tlie world that he 
might s^.t us an example, every incident in his life 
demands our most serious consideration ; and llie 
more attentively liis eventful history is regarded, ihb 
greater efl’ect will his doctriiie a^ul precepts have 
upon the heart and the conduct. It is observable, 
that only one of tlie evangelical historians has re- 
corded any particulars concerning the }Ouilv of jesds; 
and this remarkabie difference in- the Gospels may 
have been purposely designed for our eciificauon, 
that we might exercise ourselves in examining and 
compaiing the several narratives which the .inspired 
writers .have given of this holy Teacher, who came 
from God. On the return of Joseph and iM ary put 
l^gypt? tliey went and resided in a- lowly capacity 
at Nazareth, in Galilee, from whence they repaired, 
every year to celebrate the passover at .ferusalem.. 
According to the injunctions of die law, ail the mule 
c 4 
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chilciren were required to attend this solemn festival ■; 
and, therefore, when he had attained the age of 
twelve years, Jesus was brought to the temple, that 
he might join in the ^rvices then performed in com*- 
memoration of the national deliverance. At the ex- 
piration of the feast, and when the strangers had 
departed to their respective places of abode, this 
wonderful youth remained' in that>part of the sacred 
building appropriated to public instruction, where the 
expounders of the law gave free access to all who 
w ere desirous of information. We are informed by 
the Evangelist, that ** the child waxed strong in the 
spirit, and that the grace of God w^as upon him 
which declaration is explained by the testin^ony of 
the person who was appointed to prepare the w»ay 
before him ^ He whom God hath sent speaketh the- 
words of God ; for God givelb not the Spirit by inea- 
Mire unto him.*’ John, iii. S4. Yet il is said of Jesus, 
that he increased in wisdom as well as in stature, by 
w hi( h we must understand that his faculties expanded 
giadually ; hi all which progress he shouted forth to 
those who beheld him the power of religion and the 
advantages of knowlege. He studied with diligence, 
hiid the objects of his application are clearly marked 
in wliat occurred when lie was discovered by his 
anxious friends, after a search of three days, in the 
temple, “ where he sat amidst the doctors, both 
Itbaring .them and asking tliem questions.” As the 
matters discussed in this assembly were of the pro- 
foundest kind, embracing the explication of the legal 
ordinances, and the application of the prophecies, 
the readiness of this Child in*starting points of in- 
quiry and solving difficulties, naturally filled tlie 
learned professors with astonishment. When Mary 
gently remonstrated with her son upon the trouble 
which his slay had occasioned, his reply was remark- 
able: “ How is it that ye sotight me? wist ye not 
that 1 must be about my Father's business?” 'ITiis 
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answer^ ambiguous as it seems, had a direct rcfer^ce 
to the exercise in \vbich he was engaged, and plsunly 
.denoted the! subjects to which- he had called Ae 
attentioD of the eiders, as wtell as of the inqtusitive 
auditory who attended on these occasions. What is 
rendered my Father’s business,^’ might be properly 
rendered, the concerns of my Father’s house ; but in 
either reading we are led to the divine cbarecter of 
the questions which were agitated during lhe% me- 
morable debates. The coming of the Messiah aa 
the Son of God, was peculiarly .the great business of 
the temple, bemuse tHb promise was shadowed in 
the formalities of the Mosaic ritual •, it was the 
object typified in the remarkable' feast just terini- 
liated ; it constituted tKe essence of the law, and was 
the very life of all the prophecies. To this burin^s, 
then, did the extraordinary youth direct his inquiries, 
and call for the observaiioh of those who were the 
appointed instructors of the people. Well then 
might ail who witnessed these colloquies be astonished 
at such a supernatural display of wisdom in an infant; 
yet we do not find that any steps w^ere taken by the 
persons who admired this singular instance of early 
genius and grace to fix his settlement in Jerusalem. 
It does not appear, indeed, that any inquiries were 
made about him by those who had been charmed by 
his judgment and eloquence ; for immediately on the 
appearance of bis relations, who were Galil^amtof 
mean condition, the child was suffered to depart witli 
them, and the curiosity of the congregation abated^. 
Toi^this proud and fickle spirit of the carnal Jews, 
the deportment of Jesus formed a, striking contrast 
for with powers which msed him above all the sons., 
of men, he w^as also the humblest, going down to> 
Nazareth with his reputed parents, and being sub- 
ject unto them, increasing in wisdom and in statore,, 
and in favour with God and* man.” Notwithstaud- 
ing the prodigious knowlege which he had uianitcstodl 
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in the tetnple^be was still all meekness and diligence^ 
yielding complete obedience to those who stood in 
the nearest human relation to him ; improving his 
mind continual st^y, and by discharging tlie vari- 
ous duties of. his station in such a manner as to at- 
tract the esteem and admiration of his fellow-citizens. 
The course of his life was distinguished by laborious 
industry and contented poverty, an incessant attention 
k> the work laid upon him, atid an unaffected desire 
to promote the happiness of mankind. In him were 
completely cxempliiied all llie properties of' Itet 
wisdon\ which cometb frain above^ which is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be in^reated, 
full of mercy and go<^ fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteoitsness 
is sown in peace of them dmt iuake peace.’’ James, 
ni. 17> 18. 


SEPTEMBER THE ELEVENTH* 

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN. 

Matthew, Si, i, those days John the 

Baptist^ preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
and saying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. 

Ai.l the servants of God, who were called at sun- 
dry times and in divers manners to the public office 
of buildiiig up his church, were fitted for the mi|pstry 
by a previous seclusion from the world. They were 
. set apart from society, that they might learn to sub- 
due their passions, to mortify their senses, and to 
have their minds stored with Divine knowlege. Thus 
Abraham was a stranger and a pilgrim upon earth, 
Moses was obliged to ijuit the court of Pharaoh and 
retire to the desert of Midian; and the prophet Elijah^* 
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llie great reformer of Israel^ spent a. considerable 
portion of his" time by the brook Cherith and iit 
Mount Horeb. Tlie Messiah Jiiniself led a humble 
and retired life many years Na^reth, growing 
strong in the spirit, iiicreasiiigih wisdom, and setting 
an exaiuple of every virtue to those ai-oiind him. I» 
like ntauner the holy messenger, who was destined to 
prepare the way before him, \va& bred up with cir- 
cumstanced of singular austerity and abstemiousikess in 
the wilderness of Judea. Uliere was this difference 
between these extraordinary diariacters, tl«4 while 
the Saviour lived in thobosom of his family, and in 
an active employmeiit, his precursor grew and 
waxed strong in spirit, and wat^ in the deserts till dio 
day of his showing unto Israel.’^ But it was neces^ 
sary that the one should be acquainted with tlie Divine 
mysteries by regular study ai^ the gradual improver 
ment of liis mind, which the, Redeetner needed rioV 
because he was the Word and tlie Wisdom of God, 
In die severe course of discipline which John passed 
dvrough,. before his manifestation as a pi*«acher of 
righteousne^, vve may perceive that feKgion, like 
every other sciqace,. requires close application, and 
an entire abstraction from sdi ttese pursuits au'^ 
amusements wbidi have a natmal teivdeiicy to coo- 
found the utteiUion and to corrupt the heart. Wliat 
is termed the k now lege of Uie world will be of Hide 
value, unless tlve mind is previously string theiied by 
th^ solid principles of moral and religious truth 
which, to be cticctual iu the various stages of tiial 
and^ temptation, must be. iirmly settled in the season 
of* youth. i\tthe ticue when the Bapdst made hi$< 
appemuiice the Jewish people were divided into serif 
and parlies j k was proper, llierefore, that this holy 
man should be trained up in soHtude, under the 
teaching of Heaven, apart from the 'coiiu|'tioiif of 
the muUuude and^the contentiom of the teamed., 
liere bis mteUect received spiriUiu) ilhumuaubn, 

ea 
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%vitliout being perplexed by tlie subtle refinements of 
human presumption; and here, above all, he was 
taught how to apply the knowlege which he acquired 
to the most important of all purposes, in the ordinary 
conduct of life and the discharge of his public duty. 
Thus richly endow^ed with grace, and raised above 
the world by an habitual simplicity of manners, did 
John enter upon the ministry, being full thirty years 
old when the word of God came to him in the wil- 
derness. 'fhis was also the age of Jesus when he 
was inaugurated to his .office;. and from hence we 
learn, the vast importance of the ministerial character, 
which as no person should undertake without serious 
inquiry and laborious^ preparation, so it ought not to 
be engaged in till the mind is thoroughly impressed 
with a sense of all its obligations. TTie doctrine 
preached by this second Elijah was repentance, or an 
entire conversion of the heart to God, by a renuncia- 
tion of self-righteousness and an absolute submission 
of the will and affections to the Divine law in its 
native purity, divested of the traditions and explica- 
tions of m^n. He inculcated this alike upon all who 
came to hear him, and declaring that there was no other 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven, which was now 
ait band, than by this change of rniind from the slavery 
of sin to the love of holiness. The deportment of 
John corresponded with the lesson which he preached, 
a&d the tidings^ delivered by him ; for his diet w^as of 
the plainest kind, and bis clothing indicated the 
extreme poverty of his condition. Thus did the 
ambassador in all respects prove worthy of his Divine 
Master, who had not where to lay his head; and 
though- both made known the way of life w'ilh earnest 
zeal for the welfare of men, yet both were the objects 
of bitter persecution, and were at length cut off by a 
violent death on account of their fidelity. Curiosity 
brought numbers to the banks of the Jordan, wheise 
the pbw erful discourses of this extraordinary preacher 
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made many desirous of his baptisnrf; and among 
others some of the Pharisees and Sadducees. But so 
far^ias John from being elated by this popularity,, or 
flattered by the attention of these sectaries, that lie 
regarded them w ith stem severity, from an instinctive 
conviction of, their gross hypocrisy, and a persuasiori 
that they would be the principal enemies of that 
salvation which was about to be revealed, and which 
he was sent to announce. This faithful minister 
preached the same truths to the rulers of the people 
and tifose who were under their authority, freely telU 
ing them that the formality of a religious profession, 
so far from being accepted by the Judge of all hearts, 
would only aggravate the condemnation of those who 
made it, unless it w'as accompanied by good works. 
'I'hc Baptist informed all who came to him that a new 
state of things w^as about to take place, of which none 
cduld be made members without a deep internal re- 
pentance, and such a change of disposition as would 
lead them to embrace poverty and contempt, perse- 
cution, and even death itself, for the sake of an 
entrance into the kingdom of God. He taught those 
who came to his ordinance, that their minds must be 
renovated and rendered completely submissive to the 
dispensation of grace, in the absolute renunciation of 
their old prejudices, the voluntary mortification of 
their passions, and a readiness to follow the Saviour 
in the way that he should lead them, agreeajple to 
what was foretold, Every , valley shMl he exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low ; and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain.’’ Is. xl. 4. What was thus repre- 
sented as necessary for the profitable reception of 
the Messiah, at his first coming, is equally iiidispen- 
sible to prepare men for his second manifestation ; 
^for ‘‘ without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” 
*Hcb. xii. 14. 
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SEPTEMBER TttE TWELFTH- 

THE BAFTISm' of JESUS. 

Matthew, iii. 1 6, 1 ?. — Jnd Jesys, when he was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the water : 
and, loy the heavens were opened unto him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and lighting upon him: and lo, a voice fiom 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, mwhom 
I am well pleased; 

TThf: baptism which distinguished the ministrj^ of 
John was adopted from the practice of the Jc\\s, who 
made use of a iiiiiidar ccremon}* in admitting proselytes 
to their coinhuuiion. There was indeed no express sta- 
tute for this rite in tlie Levitical law ; but the rabbins, 
among other reasons for the usage, assign the command 
given to Moses, that he should sanctify the Israelites, 
and cause thenr to w ash their clothes against the time 
that God would declare from Mount Sinai the co- 
vemuit they were to enter into with him,. Exod. xix> 
10. But, what IS more to tlie point, it was the cur^ 
rent opinion <if this {leople, that the whole nation, 
should be baptized in the time of the Messiah; and this 
belief they grouiuled, not without reasoii, upon die pro- 
j^ec^, ** In that day there shall, be a fountain opened 
to the house of David and to the inliabitants of Jeru- 
salem, for sin and uncleanness.” Zeeb. xiii. 1. 
Baptism was, therefore, considered as. denoting tlie 
purification of the mind from its former errors, and 
ah initiation into a new life. Hereby also the 
liever was taught to regard himself as bound by pecu- 
liar obligations to walk wwthy of his profession^ 
since for those vvho ** oifeud wilfully, after receiving 
the kiiowlege of the truth, there remaineth no mor^* 
a sacrifice for sins.” Heb. x. 26. These notions of. 
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the sacrament were familiar to the Jews, as far as.con- 
cerned the external chitres \vliidi it impose d uponthe 
converts to tHeir faith ; i^ixt the olivine messenger, who 
now niude it aiu indispensible ordinance of hie mis- 
sion, represented it as preparatory to another dispensa- 
tion, under the administraliori of Owe who would 
baptize the people with the Holy Ghost and with fire.*^ 
Matt. iif. 11. This prediction, which, is clearly two- 
fold, was completely fulfilled in the persons of those 
who obeyed' the voice of the Redeemer, and aiso 
with respect to the liatidu at large, by whom be was 
rejected ; for upon the former descended the mighty 
power of the Spirit at the day of Pentecost, by which 
they were enabled to call the Gentiles to the truth, 
while impenitent ami unbelieving Israel was visited 
by the fearful judgment and fiery indignation due to 
the adversaries of righteousness, ^i'he baptism of 
the Holy Ghost was eminently successful in tlie con- 
version of the heathen to the knowlege of the truth, 
while the other continues to preserve the seeU of 
Jacob as a memorial among all people, titl the time of 
their purgation shall be expired ; and to this agrees tlie 
declaration of iIk prophet, He shall sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver ; and be shall purify the sons of 
.T^vj, and piuge tiiem as gold and silver, tirat they 
may ofier unto the Lord an offering in rigiiteousness. 
Then shall the offering of Judah and « Jerusalem be 
pleasant imfo the Lord, as in the days of old, and fis 
in former years.’^ Mai. iii. 4. But as He wlio 
came to save men from tl^ir sins, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, needed not the baptism of 
water to cleanse any impurity, or^to prepare him 
for a life, of holiness, it may be asked to what pur- 
pose did the Saviour condescend to present hiniseif 
among the crowds that attended the minisiry of 
John on the banks of the Jordan? The Baptist 
hiitiself was surpriz^ at the sight, and shnmk from 
t!ie performance of the service, saying, I have need to 

4 
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be baptized of tliee, and coniest thou to me To 
this remonstrance Jesus meekly answered, Suffer 
it to be so now, fomhus it becometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness. Then he suffered him.” Having taken 
our sins upon him, it wasL requisite that the Messiah 
should discharge all the duties which belong to the 
divine life, M^hether the same be external or internal, 
moral or ceremonial. He accordingly went down into 
the river, as he afterwards did into the grave, that he 
miglit set us an example, and be our leader to the 
regions of iinnriortality ; on which account it is ob- 
served by an Apostle, Therefore we are buried 
with him baptism unto death ; that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should W’alk in newness of 
life/' Rom. vi. 4. due use and efficacy of this 

institution we learn from what i' recorded of our 
Lord, that ** as he was praying,” for the €omp^> 
tim\<)f the great work in which he was now engaged, 
the heavens were opened, and the Spirit of God 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him 
a voice from the celestial glory at the same time 
proclaiming his nature and office, sayiUg, This i» 
niy beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”' Such 
are the bi .visings which, in effect, do always attend the 
HKtne sacraments, when duly administered and pro- 
perly received with faith and prayer. For then, the 
keavens are opened, and the Holy Spirit is giveu^ edn- 
forming the m orshippers to the image of their Saviour, 
and rendering them through his merits acceptable in 
the sight of God the Father, of whom are all 
things and we in him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom are all things and we by him.” 1 Cor. 
viii. 6v 
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-SEPTEMBER THE THIRTEENTH. 

THE TEMPTATION^ 

Malt. iv. 1 . — Then teas Jesus led up of the Spirit 
into the wilderness, to be tempted oj the devil. 

When the head of the human race was formed out 
of the earth, his Creator placed him upon a course 
of discipline in the garden of Eden; but the desire 
of knowlege beyond his condition, and of rising to an 
equality with the celestial powers, brought him un- 
<)cr the dominion of evil, and made him subject to 
iicath. In this state of condemnation, the promise of 
a Saviour, who should inflict a mortal wound upon 
the adversary, cheered the mind of the exile, and 
became the ground of confidence to all his religious 
descendants. It is necessary to keep this history of 
man’s aposlacy vi view while we attend to the cir- 
cumstances of Ins redemption ; since, without con* 
sidt ring the cause of his misery, it is impossible to 
understand the ratine of the remedy, or to compre- 
hend the means by which it w^as effected. As sin 
entered by temptation, so this has ever continued to 
be the principal engine of his government, who, ac- 
cording to the language of Scripture, is the prince 
of this world.” All the avenues of the human mind 
are familiar to him, and he knows well how to adapt 
his delusions to the dispositions of those upon w lioiii 
ho fprms his designs* Hence it is that he maintains 
so extended an influence in the moral creation, over 
which he spreads vice and ruin, making men the in- 
struments to further his views by the force of their 
example, corrupting others while llu 7 them- 

selves. No person is exempt from the attacks of 
this potent adversary, nor can any one escape from 
his destructive snares without the Divine assistance. 
It w’as for this purpose expedient, that II k who came 
to work out out salvation, should be tempted ia 
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all points,” according to the circnmsiances of the 
human nature wliich lie had assumed, and tlie office 
to whicli be Nvas' consecrated. The enemy with 
whom he had to contend, still trembled in the re- 
meinbrauce of bi» sentence, and the view of its ac- 
coniplishnunt. That he was apprised of the Sa- 
viour’s c:oniing is evident from the persecution excited 
against the wonderful iidar.t, ,a;id the horrible mas- 
sacte of the chiidren of 13ethhl;etn. I3ut there is a 
limitation to the devil s kiiowlege as well as to his 
power. Though he could not be ignorant of liie 
mirarnlous birth of Jesus, he was a stranger to bis 
real dignity. T1ie Divinity of our Lord became un- 
folded by degrees, and was not fully made k.mwn till 
his resuiici tion. This indeed was necessary to- the 
nature of sucli a trial as that in which he was now* 
engaged; and which requirid the con.piete discharge 
of duty, and constquenuy the successful reshtanc*' to 
every obstacle that could be laid in Ins way. Tliat 
the power of the adversary might have been annihi- 
lated by a single stroke of vengeance is certain ; but 
the work of redemption was of the probationary 
kind, aiul intended to bring those who are the sub- 
jects of it, through sanctification, to the kitigdom of 
glory. On this account tl>e Captain of their sal- 
vation was made perfect through sufferings and 
therefore immediately after his baptism and the 
anoipting of the lloly Ghost, he was ‘‘ led into the 
Vildeniess to be tempted uf the devil.” 

. In this solitude, which formed a perfect, contrast 
to the paradisaical state forfeited by our first parents, 
Jesus remained witliout any sustenance forty days 
and forty nights, during which period his body was 
exhausted by fatigue and his soul assaulted by various 
trials and suggestions. The paiticulars of these are 
not recorded ; but since .the .jAipostle asserts that 
He was ill all points tempted like ^ we are,” the 
serious miuU has free scope to exparuHts contempla^ 
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tions upon this awful subject ; and; from its own sad 
conflicts; to conjecture the magnitude of the Saviour’s 
sufferings in that . desolate situation. Through the 
whole of this spac^ upon which the Evangelical his- 
torians are silent; no doubt Satan put forth all the 
energies of his nature; and all the subtlety of his 
geniuS; to bring the object of his malice i)ito the 
snare of corruption. Concise as the sacred iijurative 
is, enough ,appes[rs even at the beginning, to show 
that Chnst ki hrs humiliation had to encounter the 
utmost power of the devil. • 

At the expiration of this time, the tempter per- 
ceiving his languishing state for want of food, said, 

If thou art the Son of God, command these stones 
to be made bread.” ^fhat the devil was in doubt 
of the real character of our Lord at this lime seems 
probable, from the manner of his attacks, the pro- 
positions which he made, and the passages of Holy 
Writ adduced by him to enforce his i counsels. This 
appears more particularly in the colloquy which took 
place on the battlement of the temple, when the 
tempter cited the prophetic declaration concerning 
the Messiah, He shall give his angels cliarge con- 
cerning thee*; and in their hands they shall bear thee 
up. lest at any time thou dash thy foot agalhst a 
stone.” 

The answers of our Lord to these insidious at- 
tempts, were given in the general language of Scrip* 
tine, direct, indeed, as rebukes to the adversary, 
though not calculated to make him acquainted with 
the information which he was so anxious to possess. 
But the last scene in this wonderful transaction is that 
which requires ' most consideration. Failing in hU 
aim to ascertain wlietlier Christ was really the Son of 
God, another course was adopted to shake his in- 
tegrity. Again, the devil takoth him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and showeth liim all tlie 
khigdoms of the ii^firld and the glory of them ^ and 
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saith unto him, All these things will I give thee if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me.” Much has 
been said upon the impossibility of exhibiting such a 
view from any mountain of the e|prth ; whence some 
have explained the difficulty by supposing it to have 
been an optical illusion, visionary representation, or a 
graphical illustration of the several kingdoms and 
their glories. But it is not necessary to suppose that 
any such scenic delineation took place, as that of 
splendid cities and extensive empires ; if we consider 
the tempter as opening to view the formidable legions 
ranged under his dominion as the prince of this world, 
and offering to transfer the rule over them to our 
Saviour. ITiis seems implied in the account given 
by St. Luke : And the devil said, All this power 
will I give thee, and the glory of them, for that is 
delivered unto me, and unto v;horisoever 1 will 1 give 
it. If therefore thou worship me, all shall be thine.” 
Gur first parents were deceived by the expectation of 
attaining the rank of divinity, and becoming wise 
as gods.” A similar allurement was herein held out 
by the tempter, who perhaps thought, that by tlie 
proud and gorgeous display of his numerous depend-: 
cncies, he might be able to excite' «n unlawful 
ambition in* the mind of Jesus. But this parade of 
glory discovered the real character of the seducer, to 
whom our Lord replied with majesty, Get thee 
fceuce, Satan ; for it is written, Thou sbalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only slialt thou serve.” 

Upon lliis exposure the adversary, conscious of his 
guilt, quitted Jesus for a season to whom, upon 
this triumph over the powers of darkness, the spirits 
of light, appeared and ministered tlieir services. 
From this mysterious history an instructive and con- 
soling lesson is derived, for the daily exercise of the 
Cl<rifclian. lie also is called to pass through the 
wilderness of trial, where he must unavoidably en- 
dure many difficulties, and cucodhter various tempta^ 
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lions. These are inseparably connected ; and no man 
can enter the kingdom who has not in this course been 
enabled to overcome the world. But to do this by 
human strength or resolution is impossible; since the 
enemies with w'hom we have to contend are equally 
powerful, subtile, and numerous. They act with 
incessant vigilance under their potent chief, whose 
constant aim is to impede the Messiah s progress, 
and to injure him in the members of his church. 
Weil, therefore, did our I^rd teach us to pray daily, 
that we may not be led hato temptation, but be de- 
livered from the evil one.” The trials of life cannot 
be avoided, nor is it fit they should ; but against the 
fierce assaults of Satan, and the extent of his machi- 
nations, prayer and faith are continually necessary. In 
all cases, however, whether ordinary or extraordinary, 
this is our consolation, that we have a merciful 
and faithful High Priest, who having himself suffered 
and been tempted, is able also to succour them that 
are tempted.” Heb. ii. 17, 18. 


SEPTEMBER THE FOURTEENTH. 

CABLING OP THE DISCIPLES. 

John, i. 39.— /fc saith unto them^ Come and see. 

Our blessed Lord having Successfully resisted the 
tempter, by going through the appointed period of 
probation in the wilderness, returned into society, 
that he might accomplisli what remained to be done 
in the great work of redemption ; and on his arriv d 
at the spot^ where John was baptizing, that divine 
nfessenger, in allusion to what had just taken place, 
exclaimed,^ Behold the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sin of the world !” This declaration of the 
Iftptist being repeated by him the next day, induced 
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. two of his disciples to follow JesQs, who said, 
** What seek yc ? They said unto Him, Rabbi, 
which is to say, being interpreted, master,. \<^hero 
dwellest thou One of the)Se was Andrew, but the 
other is not named by the historian who records tJie 
circumstance; whence it is concluded with grciit' 
probability, tliat the person was no other than the 
Evangelist himself, though, with his characteristic 
modesty, he omits to notice his own honourable sh.^re 
in ttie transaction* The inquirers did not take 
upon them to intrude into the dwelling of Jesns, 
without first soliciting his acquaintance, and askhig 
permission to wait upon him ; whence we may learn 
that true religion, so far from encoitraging a forward 
and curious disposition, begets diffidence, and a re- 
spect for the ordinary civilities of life ; while in the 
answer of our Saviour; Come and see,^^ we have a 
practical lesson of hospitality, courteonsness, and 
friendship. . The disciples abode w’itli our Lord the 
w»hi)ie of that day, and the subject of their conference 
in this interesting period appeared in the conduct of 
Andrew, who lost no lime in seeking out his brother 
Simon, that he might communicate to him the im- 
portant intelligence of his having found the Messiah. 
This, therefore, must have constituted the matter 
of discourse during the many horn s in w hich the tw'o 
disciples had been wdth Jesus ; and it deserves serious 
ob&ci vation, that the faith of these men was the effect 
of investigation, without being assisted at that time by 
the evidence of miracles. 

Knowing the sincerity of their Master, and feeling 
a deep concern in the promise of redemption, these 
devout persons, who w^ere looking for the consolation 
ol* Israel, readily pursued the course pointed out Ijy 
the Baptist, though in so doing they were obliged to 
leave an endeared connexion to follow a stranger, 
with whose extraordinary virtues and powers Siey 
W'Cre^ unacquaiiite/l. By their example we are taught 
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ihe duty of forsaking every profession and attachment 
when eternal happiness b set in our view ; and when the 
word of truth thus speaks to die conscience : l%is 
btbe way, walk ye in it/* Is. xxx. 2U But if, like 
the first disciples, we are called upon to go out after 
the Lamb of God, it is equally necessary that wc 
should also, as they did, exercise ourselves with diln 
gence in the search of divine knowlegc, and the 
examination of all the proofs by whicli revealed re- 
ligion is supported. 

The discqdes of John were led by reverence for ^ 
his integrity to desire an interview vi itli die wonderful 
Person of whom they hud beard such an amiable cha- 
racter; but they were resolved also to judge for them- 
selves, whether he answered what had been laid down 
in prophecy concerning the Messiah. Puiceiving 
their object, and approving of the spiiit by which 
tJiey were actuated, the Redeemer said, ‘‘ Come and 
see;*’ or, in oUkt words, Come and investigate 
freely the evidences of my Divine mission; search the 
Scriptures, and see how far the marks of the pro- 
mised blessing agree to what you have already ex- 
perienced, and the testimonies which will be brought 
forward for the satisfaction of your minds.'* In tliis 
inquiry the disciples spent the rest of the day, and 
departed with the full persuasion that the Messiah 
was actually come, though not under those splendid 
circumstances which die nation at large fondly 4)0-' 
lieved were to ciistiuguish his appearance. I'he 
poverty of Jesus formed no objection against his 
claims in the estimation of these humble inquirers, 
who not only acknowleged him as the promised 
Saviour, but took the earliest opportunity of bringing 
others to the enjoyment of the same privilege with 
. themselves. This should be our conduct, otherwise 
the religion which we profess, whatever may be its 
excellence in many respects, is no living principle 
ol the heart bringing glory to God, by sliowing a 
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good example before men.. If we have been h* 
voured with the knowlege of the truthi the discovery' 
brings with it inauy new duties^ among which one of 
the most considerable is, that of promoting the cir« 
culation of the same blessing among our fellow^ 
creatures. ^Accordingly wc find that Andrew hastened 
to. inform bis brother of the coming of Christ ; and 
when Philip was called, he sought an early opportu* 
nity of bringing Nathanael to Jesus. The good man 
hesitated at first, because he could not conceive tliat 
the expected mercy would come front Nazareth ; but 
the solicitation bf his friend jpreyailcd over bia 
scruples, and die proof which our Lord gave of his 
omniscience, removing every doubt, he joyfully be- 
came a disciple, saying, Rabbit thou art the Son 
of God; thou art the King of Israel!” In this 
manner did the kingdoht of the Redeemer commence, 
without any controul of the will or appeal to the 
passions; and thus must we embrace the Christian 
religion, upon a full conviction of its Divine origin, 
which cannot be done without a calm and close ex« 
amination of its evidences and its principles ; so that, 
in the language of die Apostle, we may sanctify the 
Lord God in our hearts, and be ready always to give 
an answer to every man diat asketb us a reason of the 
hope that is in us with meekness and fear.” 1 Pet. iii. 
Id. 


SEPTEMBER THE FIFTEENTH. 

THE MARRIAGE IN CANA. 

John, iL IJ. — T/iis degfnn(ng (ifjj^ Jesus 

in Cana of Galilee, afid ffiamj^ested forth his 
glory; and his disciples helmed tn hint. 

When man was formed put of the ground^ and 
made a living soul, he stood in need of an asusociate 
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for the enlargement of his mind; and the due use of 
ihc blessings with which lie was surrounded. The 
Almighty could indeed have produced tw^o of the 
species at the same time, as he did in the rest of the 
animal creation ; but in this particular instance he 
thought proper, for a wise and exalted purpose, to 
adopt another course; and man was constituted a 
rational agent, possessing authority over the earth 
and its various inhabitants, w ithout having any part- 
ner of his cares or his pleasures. Yet this solitary 
state was declared not to be good or fitting for man; 
by which is to be understood, that however well 
qualified lie might be to exercise the dominion al- 
lotted to him, or to discharge tlie duties of his station 
towards others, still for the preservation of universal 
order uud the fulfillment of the Divine intentions, in 
the constitution of ihc world, it was not agreeable 
to the ecoriomy of nature and Providence that he 
should be aloiK*. To fill up the vacancy, therefore, 
woman was formed out of the substance of man; and 
this pociiliarity, as it laid both parties under the 
obligation of the same law, and united them in the 
common interest, so the knfiwlege of their origin 
taught them this truth, that the contimianco in their 
present condition w'rfs to be of limited duration, and 
jireparatory to aiiollier spliere of action in which 
the3^who have gone through tlicir trial with appro- 
bation, neltlier marry nor arc given in marriage.”^ 
Matt. xxii. So long as the carl!) and the heavens 
Jiall continue to act according to their original esta- 
blishment, this law of social inlercourse will be gf imp'c- 
rious and porjietual obligation; conformably to which 
principle, and to show that the new covenant makes no 
alteration in the primary rules settled for the govern- 
ment and conduct of man, the first miracle which onr 
I^ord performed was at a marriage in Cana of (ialilee, 
to which he, and his mother, and his disciples, were 
iiwi'ed. The Redeemer himself led a life of celibacy, 
vuL, ni. j) 
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because^ as the seed of the woman, he was our 
surety and representative for the recovery of tliat life 
which had been lost by the head of the human race ; 
but be gave to the inai riage state an express sanction, 
by guarding it from the abuse of divorce, and pro- 
nouncing every w anton desire to be a breach of the 
seventh coniniandment. As there is t^o circumstance 
in tlie eventful history of this wonderful Person but 
what abounded with important instruction, we may 
be certain that this beginning of miracles, besides 
confirming the faith of the early disciples, was re- 
'corded for the edification of the church to the end of 
time. 

The relation does indeed carry our ideas back 
to tlie blissful region where our first parents 
enjoyed every blessing suited to their faculties, on 
the simple terms of avoiding tiie knowicge of evil. 
While they were contented within the limits which 
Infinite W isdom had prescribed for them, all things 
were sanctified to their use ; but when they aspired 
beyond the condition to which they were fitted, their 
curiosity ended in shame and misery. Tlliiis what 
W'as jnire became vile, and that intercourse which 
God had instituted, and even enjoined with a bless- 
ing, was turned, by the unruly passions of the fallen 
creatures themselves, into a : ource of j)crpetiKil 
trouble. But as the object of our Saviour’s coming 
wa'S to place human nature upon its original fooling, 
and to deliver it from the bondage of corruption, he 
sanctified by his presence and actions every relation 
and condition to which man is called by the original 
law of his Creator, Accordingly, though the Sou of 
God in his own person endured poverty and prac- 
tised abstemiousness, he contributed to the enjoy- 
ments of Olliers, and wrought miracles for their re- 
freshment in the wilderness ; after which he retired 
to a mountain, having previously sent away his fol- 
lowers to their fi^inilies and employments, lie lived 
continual ly as one \\ho liad not where to lay his 
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head ; yet lie readily accepted the invitations of pub- 
licans; and even pharisees ; sitting with them at table, 
and turning every circumstance on such occasions 
into matter of spiritual improvement. The presence 
of Jesus, then, at this marriage, and his miraculous 
conversion of the water into wine, must be viewed, 
not only as an act of gracious condescension, but as 
a material incident in his ministerial character sancti- 
fying the ordinance itself, and giving it the most ex- 
pressive mark of his approbation, that his disciples in 
every age may learn to glorify God in all the duties of 
social life. In the change also of the simple element 
to the juice of the vine, we perceive the union of the 
two natures that subsisted in Christ, for the purpose 
of reconciling nian to his Maker, and of recovering 
the right to the tree of life, which was forfeited by 
the loss of innocence, 'flius the feast in Cana proves 
a perpetual rule of instruction for faith and practice, 
to all who are called by the Christian name, teaching 
us, that while we enter into the service, relations, 
and connexions of society, according to the Divine 
appointment, the influence of grace will accompany 
every engagement, lighten the difficulties which we 
may experience, and turn all our troubles to good, 
in a way that is the least expected. Here also we 
have another lesson of admirable virtue, in the bene- 
volent attention of our Lord to the duty of hosj)i* 
lality ; for if he favoured a feast with his company, 
and displayed his powder to aid its enjoyments, we 
niay be certain that the most acceptable service in 
his sight will be the exercise of liberality and cheerful 
piety, by tiiose who profess to be his disciples. As 
he gave this remarkable blessing to the marriage 
state, so he encouraged all who embrace it according 
to the spirit of the Gospel, to cast their cares upon 
Him w'ho careth for them ; at the same time teaching 
them, by his own example, the necessity of mutual 
accommodation for their own happiness and the edi- 
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fication of those around them ; which course, accord- 
ing to the Apostle, constitutes the most perfect re- 
semblance to the union of the Redeemer and his 
mystical body : wherefore, husbands love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it; that lie might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.’’ 
Ephes. V. 2.3, 26. 


SEPTEMBER THE SIXTEENTH. 

PURGING OF THE TEMPLE. 

John, ii. \7,—And his disciples remcmhend that 
it teas zcrittcN, The xeal of thine house hath, eaten 
me up. 

Wist ye not (hat I must be aboTit iv.y iat]i(‘rV» 
business?” said the blessed Jesus to t!ie virgin inolhcr 
M hen she gently remonstrated with him on the sorrow 
occasioned by his stay in the temple. That sacred 
edilice being peculiarly the house of fjSod, became 
the scat of reverence and delight to this wonderful 
child, who listened with earnestness to the discourses 
of tlie learned professors, botli hearing tliem and 
asking them (questions. At that tJine conducted 
himself as a diligent student and serious inquirer after 
truth ; not content with merely attending to the lec- 
tures delivered from the chair of Instruction, but lead- 
ing the teachers by his observations to the farther 
investigation of the doctrines which they advanced. 
But though he surpri/.ed all who were the witnesses 
of his extraordinary wisdom, he did not then assume 
any authority ; thus setting an example of modesty 
anti indiistrY, piety and submission to his follow'd*, s in 
every age, showing the duty of obeying llie higher 
powers, and the neccssity of keeping within the strict 
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limits of their station, till by the appointment of 
Heaven any of them shall be called to a more public 
employment. When, however, our Lord had gone 
through this course of probation, and was solemnly 
consecrated to his divine office, by the descent of the 
Holy Ghost, and the declaration of the Eternal 
E'ather, sanctifying the ordinance of baptism, he 
made his appearance in the temple, clothed with the 
dignity of the judicial character. He commenced his 
ministry to the nation by an act which could not fail to 
draw upon him general notice, and to render his name 
famous in every part of the J ewdsh state ; because it 
was performed in the midst of that great annual 
festival which brought persons to Jerusalem from tlie 
remotest regions. 

It may seem incredible, tlnit a people remarkable 
for their superstitious veneration of the temple and its 
services, should ha\e been guilty of applying any 
part of the structure to secular purposes ; but tfjc 
place wliich they so sacrilegiously abused was the 
outward court of the Gentiles, where the uncircuni- 
cised believers, and those Israelites who were in a 
temporary stale of separation, had the privilege of 
divine w orship. Now by this allowance of a market 
ill tliat portion of the building, th(\se people were 
prevented from allendiiig to their devotions with the 
calirniess ot spirit and seriousness of mind iiidispeii-* 
sihly necessary to the ]>roper discharge of that l^oly 
duly. This practice also had a natural tendency to 
encourage! a w-orldly disposition in the rest of the 
peo])Ic, which would produce disrespect for the 
sacred offices, and a want of charity towards their 
brethren, csjic^ially those whom they considered as 
strangers to the covenant. The buyers and sellers, 
indeed, might perhaps have urged this for their ex- 
cuse, that the articles there vended were intended for 
s:A:rillee ; but no plea of utility or expediency could 

sufficient to justify an encroachment upon what 
D 3 
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(iod had sot apart for his own hoiioiir, and for die 
ooinfort and edification of those who came to pro- 
strate thcmscives at liis footstool. The persons con- 
cerned in this trade, and they who gave it their 
countenance, under the pretcjice of serving religion, 
brought it into contempt, by reducing it to the mere 
emj)ty performanoe of rites and ceremonies ; for no 
one tiiat had a becoming sense of his obligations 
would have left his offering unprovided till became 
to the altar, where it was to be presented. I Jut the 

iniquity of this abuse extended still farther, in robbing 
the proselytes of their appointed station in the temple, 
by mahing it a place of tumultuous dealing, where, 
besiiies the traffic in cattle, the exchange of monies 
was carried on, in which species of comr.u rce every 
advantage was l;:ken <;i ihe ignoraiK:e and neccs.'i itii s 
ol ’i i>i:s ilterai'y was the house of God 

a (itn of thieves, and justly, therefore, did 
tile Messiah begin his public W'ork, by cleansing it 
fron^ this* vile profanation, thereby leproving the 
Jewish government and people for their gross licen- 
tiousness, and informing them, that, notw ithstandhig 
their bigotry, he would take down llic middle wall 
of partition, and unite all men in the same faith and 
the same worship. From his example we also learn, 
that zeal for the Divine glory is eshcntial to the pro- 
fession of ndigion ; for thougi! v^uy one has not a 
call to exercise tlie office of rthinner, it is the duty 
of all, however humble may be their station or 
abilities, to set their faces against cusloir.s and indul- 
gences, by w hich the honour of God is affieeted in the 
perversion of mens principles and the coiTiq)tioii of 
their manners. 

But as the zeal of the Redeemer w as accompanied 
by display of miracles for the benefit of the 
afflicted, so must our airimation in his service, and 
boldness for the truth, be distingnrdied by the spirit 
of meekness and lo\e towards the persons, even of 
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those men whose errors we may find it necessary to 
oppose. Therefore,” in the language of the 
Apostle, if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he 
thirst, give him drink : for in so doing thou shall 
heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good.” Korn. xii. '20, 21. 


SEPTEMBER THE SEVENTEEXTIL 

CHABACTEtl OF NlCODEMUS. 

John, hi. that doeih truth cometh to the 

light. 

Tl iiE astouislmicnt of the Jewish people at the 
duct of so ineun a persuu as Jesus in imdcrlaivin;^ i * 
correct the abuses of the temple witlioiit 
clothed with human authority, was quickly convcrteci 
into admiration of his miracles, wdhch clearly proved 
his Divine power and the amiable benevolence of his 
character. When the worshippers who came to 
celebrate the great annual feast at Jerusalem beheld 
the most inveterate diseases removed by a single 
word, and that without any previous intercourse be* 
iNveeii this extraordinary person and the objects of lii.*^ 
compassion, they readily acknowleged the band of 
God ; and many of them believed that this wim ih^ 
Messiah, or, as his name imported, the promised 
Saviour of men. But as the lime of our Lord was 
not yet come, in which he should accomplish tlic 
great work of redemption, by offering a full and 
sufficient oblation for the sins of the world, he 
avoided holding any private communication with these 
converts, because he saw that their minds were not 
prepared for that spiritual kingdom which he came to 
Establish j and it was contrary to the scheme of sal- 
D 4 
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vatlon, lliat :itiv part of it slioiild even seem to be 
the result of power or policy. On ibis ac- 

count Jesus did not commit himself to those believers 
Avho were ready to receive him as the Anointed One 
.of God, for he wanted not their testimony and as- 
sistance in the way which they were disposed to 
show their ztal for his service. Among the many 
upon whom tlie wonderful works wrought at this 
j)a.ssover made a de,ep impression was ore of the 
Pharisees, who was also a member of the saiiht-- 
driiri and the ruler of a synagogue. Jhit though 
J^icodcinus was perfectly convinced that one* who 
displayed sucli a noble cainestuess in the cause of 
religion, and who performed so many miracles, must 
have a Divine cornnussioii for what he did; vet since 
(he council had threatened to exconmiimicate the fol- 
lowers of Jesus, (his learned r:an, anxious us he 
was to seek after tiuih, was afraid of incurring any 
danger in the pursuit. For this rea&v.n he came to 
the dwelling of the Redeemer v\hen darkness covered 
the earth, that his visit might pass imnoliced; and it 
is obscr\able, that whenever the livangelist has oc- 
casion to mention the name of Nicudeinus, it is 
always accompanied with llie remark, that this was 
the same who came to Jesus by night. In the or- 
dinary affairs of life prudence will dictate a wary cir- 
jciimspcction about the consequenceft ()f actions, and a 
careful solicitude for personal safety and reputation ; 
but when the Di\ine honoiir is eoncerned, and the 
progress of truth is affected by our example, every 
precaution taken to avoid reproacli, for the sake of 
righteousness, indicates that the fear of man has more 
iutluence over our lic^arts than the love of God. 

Between the conduct of our Lord and that of 
Nicodemus there was this striking difference, that the 
former shunned public notice to prevent the distinct 
tioii which the erroneous ideas of men might ipcliiio, 
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them to bestow upon him ; while the Jewish doctor, 
thouj^h he was persuaded that Jesus was a teacher 
come from God, dreaded to make an open avowal of 
his belief, lest the confession should bring him into 
danger and be attended with the loss of his dignity. 
Yet the Redeemer, who had so lately manifested his 
boldness in punishing ihe sacrilegious profaners of 
holy things, was so far from treating the timidity of 
this man with severity, that he received him courte- 
ously, and conversed with him freely in a spirit of 
meekness, because he perceived the sincerity of his 
heart, amidst the w^eakness of his faith. Thus are 
wc taught by the highest authority how to demean 
ourselves towards those of our fcllow^-creatures who 
are in error, by making every allowance for the in- 
firmity of human nature, and endeavouring to set 
them right by the force of reason and aifability of 
behaviour. Tlie declaration of Nicodeinus, that our 
Lord was a teacher come from God, though it did 
not directly amount to a confession that he was the 
Messiah, evidently implied a w ish to be satisfied upon 
that important point; ami the answer shows, that lie 
who knew what was in man discerned this to be the 
great object of the Jewish elder in courting the pre- 
sent iutcrvie\v. Accordingly Jesus, in his reply, 
came at once to the very matter wliich agitated the 
thoughts of the inquirer, by describing the state of 
mind which was necessary to the reception of IXvinc 
knowlege, and for the proper enjoyment of that 
Liessiiig which was now imparted to the wojld. 
“ V erily, verily,” said he, ‘‘ except a man be born 
again, ho cannot see the kingdom of Ciod.” This 
kingdom w as that of the Messiah, which constituted 
the geiK’ral hope and expectation of men at this 
period; and to obtain some information of wJiIcIk this 
instructor of llu^ people now came to One who from 
his piety and miracles appeared perfectly qualified to 
give him a full explanation. The motive was good, 
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but there lurked so many prejudices and corruptions 
about the Iieart of Nicodeinus, arising froin his 
education, habits, and connexions, that tie who had 
the spirit of wisdom beyond ineasme, found it ex- 
pedient to teach him in the very first instance tlie 
absolute necessity of mental freedom, as the pre- 
paratory requisite to the pr(l):)er understanding of the 
system of grace. So long as a person is under the 
intlucncc of his passions, and attached lo human 
forms and customs, he will see truth throiigli a very 
imperfect medium, and be more disposed to sit down 
contented with religion in the traditions of men, than 
to seek for it in the written word of revelation. 
AVhat, therefore, oiir Saviour taught Nicodemus, he 
teaches us, that, to perceive the kingdom of (Jod, 
and to know the salvation revealed in the Gosptd, we 
must be completely divested of * very thing that has a 
tendency to impede our search after eternal life. The 
Jews in general, and the Pharisees i»i particular, 
were so bigoted lo the ceremoniai law, that they 
resolved all religion into matter of form ; and could 
not endure a doctrine which threatened lo abrogate 
any part of the Mosaic institution, and the additions 
made to it by superstition. Jesus, therefore, freely 
told his visitant, that before the nation could see, or 
be fitted for the kingdom of llie Messiah, they must 
»be born again, by being renewed in their princi})les 
and 'reformed in their manners. This proposition 
perplexed the elder, whose answer was a plain con- 
firmation of the necessity of what liad been advanced, 
when he took. the assertion of our Lord in its literal 
sense. Upon this the Divine IVicher entered into a 
fuller explanation of what he had stated as the ne- 
cessary qualification of believers; and the wliole of 
his discourse was intended to remove the narrow 
notions of tlie incjuirer, by convincing him, tliat to 
the attainment of the divine life which he sought, two 
things were indispeusibly requisite— the outward pro- 
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fession in an open submission to the rite of baptism 
as the sign of faith, and the inward purification of 
the heart by the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The 
new proselyte, for such he w'as notwithstanding his 
want of firmness, had an earnest desire to know and 
follow the truth ; but the dread of disgrace, and a 
wish to preserve the good opinion of the world, 
hindered him from becoming an avowed disciple ; on 
this account, and in allusion to his present cautious 
behaviour, he was told that no one could be a mem- 
ber of the Messiah s kingdom who did not come to 
the light, that his deeds might be made manifest 
before men. The effect of this conference may be 
inferred from the conduct of Nicodemus in reprov- 
ing his brethren of the council for their injustice in 
condemning our Lord unheard, and from the li- 
berality which he showed in bringing myrrh and aloes 
for embalming the body of Jesus, when, as it should 
seem, all hopes of redemption to Israel were cut off 
by his ignominious death, and nothing but obloquy 
could attend those who discovered a respect for his 
memory. Thus the fruits of a living faith were fully 
manifested in this emiueiit convert, and that too in a 
way which could leave no doubt of his sincerity ; so 
that if he began in weakness, yet bis heart being 
fight towards (Jod, he was accepted of him; and in 
his public situation he had an opportunity of bearing 
his testimony to the purity of Christ, and to all t)!e 
mighty works which were performed by him, as the 
Apostle clearly intimated in his address to the heads 
of the people, after the effusion of the Holy Ghost; 

Ye men of Israel, hear these words ; Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God among von by 
miracles, and wonders, and signs, which God did hy 
him ill the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know.'’ 
Acts, ii. 22. 



84 


THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN. 


SEPTEMBER THE EIGHTEENTir 

THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN. 

John, iii. 30 . — lie fnust increase, but I mml 
decrease. 

This chapter exhibits a striking contrast in the be- 
haviour of the Jewish cider, who believed in the 
divine mission of Jesus, yet was afraid to make an 
open profession of his conviction, and the noble 
spirit of John, who steadily rejected the ho- 
nours which the people were eager to v^btrude upon 
liim, constantly declaring that he was no more than 
a messenger sent to prepare the way of the Mighty 
One, tlic latchet of whose shoes he was not woi thy 
to unloose.’^ Nicodennis know that tlie miracles per- 
formed by our l^ord were such as could not have been 
accomplished by any other pow’er than that of Ciod ; 
yet such w’as the love of the world, and the dread of 
persecution, in his mind, that he would not venture l(# 
appear publicly in the number of those who forsook 
ail to follow a Master so poor and despised that lie 
Jiad not where to lay his head. The Baptist, on the 
other hand, look every occasion to direct the attention 
of the people to the Saviour, who was then about 
to be manifested among them ; and so far w as he 
fl^>ra .being jealous of the great reputation which 
Jesus ac(|uired by his extraordinary works, the report 
of them filled liis heart with gladness *, and when his 
discipUs said unto him, “ llabbi, he that was with 
thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness ; 
behold, the same baptizclh, and all men come unto 
him” (tlierehy signifying that the honour of John 
would be eclipsed by his formidable competitor), the 
holy man surprized them by the delight which their 
intelligence had imparted. Instead of expressing 
any thing like discontent at the prospect of being 
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supplanted, or being envious of the popularity which 
attended Jesus, this meek and pure spirit received 
the informalion Joyfully, contciiiplaling wiiijou^ re- 
gret Ills own .setling, because he \^as now tully 
assured tiuil the sun of righteousness had risen upon 
the eaiTh. "I'lje observation, that all men resorted to 
the ba]>tism and preaching of Christ, was that which 
seemed most likely to move the passions of John, 
hccause the circumstance affected him in his ministe- 
rial cliaracter, and indicated li e cessation of his 
culling. But none of these things disturbed the calm 
(lanqiiillity of his disposition, or made him anxious 
to gather followers. lie was sensible that the gifts 
which he possessed were comnuimcated for a sjjecial 
purpose, and intended to promote the glory of God ; 
all his wish, tlurefore, was tv> sec the same great 
object cai j :-..d on successfully in the world, aiul to bo 
iuslnmiemul in turning the children of Jsrar 1 to the 
T>ord i!ie!r (h*il. So far was he from re])ining at the 
tliuuglits of faii’mg j:gain into obscurity, the \)rospect 
him pleasure ; aud that which made his friends 
uneasy, afforded !nm llie richest consolation, l>ccaiise 
the ]);.} : pring iVoiU on liigh w as now manifest, ac- 
cording to the (iecturations of ancit'ut proplu'cv, and 
to the word which he had himsvdf tieli\ered to his 
disciples : Ye yourselves hear me witness, that I 

said, 1 am not the Chnst, but that I a.m sent before 
him.” 'i hus did John take his proper station^ as if 
messenger only ; and when the muititudes were ready 
to admit his pjvlcusions to a higher character, he 
b cely told them that he was no more than a servant, 
who having performed his allotted mission must re- 
tire and give ijiaee to his superior. Ibat before this 
faitliful miiiisler withdrew from public life, he was 
careful to leave 'nehiud him a testimony by which 
Hieii miglit be led to follow the Saviour, as the liead 
bf the Church, in whose communion is eti rual life. 
% ‘ He that hath the bride is the bridegroom j but the 
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friend of the bridegroom/’ who hath been called to 
witness the liapny scene, and to announce the day of 
grace, ‘‘ slandctb and hearetli him/’ not only in ad- 
miration of his loveliness and wisdom, but with in- 
w^ard di light in being made a partaker of the blessing 
so long promised and now revealed, rejoicing 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice.” It was a 
source of rich satisfaction to the Baptist that he had 
been instrumental in awakening the minds of men at 
a time of general depravity, and that his discourses 
had prevailed with many to seek for that righteousness 
which could alone render them acceptable with God; 
now, therefore, when he found that the Messiah had 
actually shone forth, and that all men came to hiin, 
bis generous mind could desire no higher giatiilcatioii 
in the present state; for, to use his own language, 
Christ being now come, whose path 1 have faithfully 
prepared, ‘‘ my joy is fulfilled. That light which 
shall illuminate tlie wotld to the end of^ime, being 
now risen above the liorizoii, gives me the signal to 
depart; “he must increase, but 1 must decrease.” 
The reason of this will lie evident from the consider- 
ation, tliat preparatory institutions and their ministers, 
being imperfect and temporal, must give place to 
what is divine and eternal ; “ be of course that is of 
the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth,” with 
the weakness and ignorance incident to fallen man ; 
♦%vhj;*eas, “ He that conielh from heaven is above 
all.” All human teachers, as well inspired as unin- 
spired, are still no more than earthen vessels, conse- 
quently their message will in some degree partake of 
the infirmity which belongs to tlicm in common with 
their fellow-creatures. lint the Instructor who 
cometh immediately from above speaketh the words 
of God, because lie rcceiveth the Spirit not by mea- 
sure, or with the limitation of time and manner; but 
in the plenitude of wisdom, it iiaving been decreed, 
that in Him should all fulness dwell.” Tor ihr 
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Fjtllicr lovelh the Son,” by causins; the wlu.Ie ths- 
peiissation of mercy to be centred in him, and ‘‘iving 
all things into his hand ; so that tin rc is no other 
name under heaven, wlieieby men can he saved, but 
by tlic redemption lliat is in Jesus Christ 'Fhis is 
the ‘‘ way, ami tlie trutli, and the life,” in obedience 
to whose word, and by virtue of whose meiits alone, 
that immortality can be recovered wbidi was for- 
f.'itcd by the transgression of Adam . therefore, ‘‘ He 
that believ(.th on the Son hath everlasting life ; and 
he that believelli not the Son shall not see life ; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.” 


SEPTEMBER IHE NINETEENTH. 

TrlE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 

John, iv. 12 fi C hrlievey not because of tin/ 
s(n/infj\ Jor r<?’e have fo'ard hun ouvscivcsy and 
Jmi<rc> t/uii this is indeed the Christy the Saviour of 
ihe zt'orid. 

That our Lord should at the commencement of his 
ministry make a more opvsi declaration of himself 
as the Messiah, to the SamaKtuns rath.er than the 
Jews, has bcciM:ou.si(leied as vt j y exlraoi dinary ; but 
it is stili more exlraophnary that these people sJioulS 
have received Imii glaitly m that character, mere!) by 
the power o( his preaeliiiig, without the striking 
evidt hce of miracles. The vJiole narrative, indeed, 
is exlirmcly intere sling and r.uundantly instructive; 
showing the universal extent of redemption, and the 
di position necessary to [>rotit by 1 1 is grace, who 
‘‘ came to seek and to save those who were lost.” 
In our Saviour's journey to Galilee, after his Urst 
public appearance at the passover, lie stopped near 
'S} char^ a town of Samaria ; and while lie rested by 
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the siJc of a wtfll his disciples went to purchase pro- 
visions Durinji their absence a woman came to the 
place, of whom Jesus asked a draugiit of water. 
The request was trifling, but the circuiiistui^iccs were 
so peculiar, that die woman could not h‘6tp express- 
ing lier a.-.to;iislnnenl ; for the Jews rigidly abstained 
from having sinv intercourse with the Samaritans, hold- 
ing them in such ahhorreiicc as to make it an article of 
their supplement to the law, that no pei '.on of this 
nation become a proselyte in Israel ; to which 

uncharitable decree they added the still more abo- 
minable judgment, that the Samaritans shall have 
no part in the resurredion of the dead,” 

I'his hatred was chieiiy grounded on the origin of 
the proscribed pet.plc, who sprang from the iiiter- 
dicii?d marriages of Jews with heathens; and their race 
being treated as an abomination, seemed compelled 
by llic .reparation to .‘Jct up amithei worship, distinct 
from that of Jeru.'releni. Accordingly the Sama- 
ritans, who nM-elved only the five books of Moses, 
erected a temple on Mount Gerizim, where they 
had a mixed service, blending with the Lev*ilical 
institutes many chihlish supeistitions. But though 
their religious service was so very imperfect as to 
draw' from the Kedccmer this strong censure, Yc 
worship yc know not what it is obvious from the 
jnesciit history, that the Samaritans had just notions 
bf the Messiah, whose coming they expected at the 
very lime when he vomJisafed to make known to 
them the ble:;sing of salvation. The very woiiiau 
with whom our Lord held this conference at the well, 
irregular as her manner of life had been, w'as well 
informed on the .subject of the })roiiii.se, and had 
correct ideas of the spiritual dignity of Christ as the 
teacher who w as to guide men in the w ay of truth. 
When she found, from his conversation, . that Jcsu.s 
had the gift of discerning spirits, and thence justly in- 
ferred that he w^as a prophet, she immediately began tc 
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inakc inquiries respecting the proper mode of wor- 
ship. She knew what a stress was set upon the sanctity 
of particiihir places by the Jews and also by her own 
countrymen, and she was th<'.rcforc desirous of ascer- 
taining from this inspired Person which of the two 
was most acca'plable to the Deity — Cierizim, which 
long usage had rendered holy in the estimation of the 
Sainariians; or Jerusalem, which the Jews regarded 
as the city of Ciod. This inquiry Jesus condescended 
to answt r by a declaration, that the lime was near at 
hand, or that the dispensation had now^ commenced, 
which would put an end to all such local distinctions 
and frivolous groinuls of religious discussion ; for 
Clod is a spirit, and llicy tliat worship him must 
worsliip him in spirit and in truth.” Though this 
doctrine, of the stranger went to tlie very root of her 
national prejudices, the woman was so far from being 
ofi'ended at what he had said, that she acquiesced in 
the principle by saying, I know that Messias 
coinclh who is called Christ : when he is come, he 
will teach us all things.” No language could more 
forcibly express the conviction of the believer, that 
the promised Saviour was then about to appear in 
the world, and that he should leach men all that w as 
necessary to be known and practised for the attain- 
ment of everlasting life. This Samaritan woman had 
no thoughts of a temporal conqueror and s]>leiulid 
monarch, who was to subdue kingdoms and to esla*» 
bhsli a mighty empire upon earth ; but she rightly 
jilaced her hopes upon One wlio should put an 
tiid to all uncertainty, by teaching sinners e\ery 
lldiig necessary to their clernal salvation. Siie con- 
fcolcd hci.^clf amidst these unnatural divisions and op- 
posite |)relensions, with the consideration that the 
time ilrcw nigh w hen the wonderful Counsollor froiii 
above w ould make the Divine wdll clearly known . and 
o*peii to men a more excellent way. Such was the faith 
this poor outcast, with respect to the Messiah, 
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and it obtained the highest approbation when the 
Person to whom it was addresKsed said, I that speak 
unto thee am He.” But if the conduct of this 
woman, in hastening to communicate the important 
tidings to her coinitrvmen, calls for our admiration, 
the readiness with which they received her testimony, 
and the improvement they made of it, should beget iu 
us serious attention to the same great object which 
these candid »Samaritans embraced upon conviction, 
after hearing the discourses of this heavenly Teacher, 
I'hey were induced by the \voman's report to 
visit the waytaring person, concerning whom she 
bad told ilitnu such extraordinary things ; and tliougli 
be belonged to a nation of whom they liad too mucli 
reason to complain, yet, laying aside all jealousy 
and rescutmeiit, these honest Sychaiitcs attended 
willingly to the word preached, and teeling the truth 
of it iii their liearts, they wilhout any hesitation made 
this joyful confession, Wc know thin this is the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world.” Thus a set of 
men who were cut off from the commonwealth of 
Israel, had purer ideas of the Kedeenier, and more 
enlarged views of his kingdom, than the people to 
whom the promise w as specially imparted, and who 
had the law and the prophets in full perfection. 
W hile, however, the one, with such high privileges, 
enlei taiiK d the most unworthy notions of the Messiah, 
^3} limiting his grace to particular persons, and de- 
grading his majesty to the care of temjKjral concerns, 
in the aggraiiclizemeut of their slate to the exclusion 
of the rest of mankind, the despised Samaritans 
rightly believed in him as the Author of salvation to 
all th() families of iho earth. Nor iu remarking upon 
Ihis coiitrast, let us forget that lliese last, without 
having had any previous uiessage to prepare ihcir 
minds for the Divine Instructor, received him gladly 
and believed his doctrine, by hearing a casual dis- 
course from bis lips, while liie Jew.s remained uu- 
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lofonued by the preaching of the Baptist, and the 
more j)o\verfid eloquence of Him “ who spake as 
never man spake and who coidirmed the truth ot 
what he delivered by miracles, Mhich plainly proved 
that he was a 'leaclicr come from God. But if the 
conduct of these Samaritans condemned their unbe- 
lieving neighbours, will it not also be brought in 
judgment against those who, with an accumulation 
of evidences, still continue insensible to all the calls 
of mercy and the influence of example ? See then 
that ye refuse not Him that speaketh ; for if they 
cseaj^ed not who refused him that spake on earth, 
much more shall not we escape if we turn away from 
Him that speaketh from heaven.” Heb. xii. 2j. 


SEPTliMBER THE TWENTIETH. 

TIIR BIGOTED NAZARENES. 

Luke, iv. ^22.*— /s not this Joseplis son9 

Our blessed Lord, at the earnest request of the 
belicviiig Samaritans, abode with them two days; and 
so effectual was his preaching, that the word operat- 
ing upon minds open to conviction and unbiassed by 
prejudice, many eml)raced the truth and acknow- 
legod him as the Saviour of the world. From thence 
he proceeded to Galilee, and at Cana he miraculously 
healed a youth who lay dangerously ill of a fever at 
Capernamn ; which occasioned the conversion of the 
family, and increased the fame of Jesus throughout 
tlie CiHintry. Having thus proclaimed llic Gospel of 
the? kingdom, and confirmed the declaration by works 
which were beyond all human power, Je&us came to 
Nazareth, “ where lie had been brought up, and, as 
^his custom was, he went into tlie synagogue on the 
»Sabbath-day.” This part of the narrative is im- 
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portaiit, as it exliibils a strong contrast between the 
NaziU’cncs who knew this excellent Person from 
his infancy, and tlu' people of Samaria, among whom 
he was not only an utter stranger, but the member of 
a community marked by an imbt'iiding hostility to 
their society. It was upon one of the ordinary days 
in the week t!)at the Traveller entered into conversa- 
tion with tlie woman of Sychar ; \et the inhabitants, 
on her report, quitted tlieir h{)iHOs and cmiiloynienls 
to hear the discourses of this i xtr.tardinary 'JVachcr ; 
and so coii\inccd were they of his Divine character as 
to intreat his longer r(^side:icc among them, that they 
inigiit prolit by the gracious wands which proceeded 
out of his mouth. On his return to Nazareth, wheic 
the rumour of his marvellous actions hud already 
come, lie went, according lo Ins wonted cusloin, into 
the synagogue on the Sabbath-day ; thus setting an 
example of conformity lo established usages, and 
showing his respect for public worship. His towns- 
men were well acquainted with his manner of life, 
even from his youth up ; and they knew also that he 
was a regular attendant upon the services of religion 
m the house of God. lie did not alarm them by 
any innovations, either in doctrine or practice ; nor 
did he endeavour to collect an assembly of p(^rsons 
separate from tlui place of accusloined resort, and at 
a time of labour when the busiucs.^ of life culled tlie 
ttlleiiiion of men to their several avocations, for the 
ircncial advantage. Jesus, ou the contra! v, chose 
til e Sabbath-day lor his mliiislralioii to the people of 
Nazareth, as being the period of holy rest and seri- 
ous ap})!icatiou ; though in his journeys lliroiigli 
other districts he of necessity occasionally de})arlcd 
fr(*iii this rule, by preaching in season and out of 
season on a mountain, by the wa>sidc, auvl from a 
\f sscl in the midst of ii lake, to the mill lilude that 
liind the sliorc i-ilcnl upon his waird. Inlhes}iiai 
gogue he sIochI up foi the purpose of reading lie.).’ 
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portion of Scripture allotted to the day ; and there 
was delivered unto him the Book of Isaiah, on open- 
ing of which he found that the appointed lesson was 
the predictive portrait of the Messiah, contained in 
the sixty-first cliaptcr of that prophecy. When he 
had closed, or rolled up the Scripture, which was 
always read standing, he sat down ; and whether from 
his manner, which indicated some intention of ad- 
dressing them, or from the ancoiint of his preaching 
in other places, certain it is, that there was a general 
silence in the congregation, and the expression of 
curiosity to witness that eloquence which hud been 
attended with such extraordinary etfccts in various 
|iarts of Galilee. The prophetic description which 
iio had just road was so very remarkable and appro- 
priate, that if tiujse men had considered it with a 
devout temper of mind, they woidd have made* the 
application themselves; instead of which, tlicy were 
so coin[di'kiy blinded by pride and hardeiuid in un- 
cliaritableiiess, as to sot their faces against the truth, 
because they kiKwv the preacher and despised his 
coiuioxions. W lieu our JiOrd had expounded the 
pr()j)h('cy, and shown in what sense ita})plu‘d to that 
very season in wliich he ininis(ered to them, ihe 
^iazurcl«es could not help bearing witness to his 
i xeinplary depc/rtment, and to the marvellous deeds 
Mhkli lie had pej formed; but their surprize ex- 
tended no fartlier tha.i the vulgar aslonishnuiut of 
narrow' minds, who wonder without making inquiry, 
and whose admiration never ends in improvement. 
That grace which dropped from the lips of IJiiii wdio 
sj)aki* as never man did, produced no other sentiment 
in the men of Nazareth, even in the synagogue and 
upon the Sabbath-day, than the malevolent observa- 
tion, “ Is not this Joseph’s son?” They could 
nchher call his w'isdom nor his worls in question, 
, for the reputation of both was spread far beyond the 
•rerch of their envy ; therefore, to gratify their male- 
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\olence, they had recourse to the history of his 
family and tlie meanness of his occupation : Is 

not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother 
of James and Joses, and of Juda and Simon? And 
are not his sisters here with us?” Mark, vi. '2, 3. 
In their estimation the poverty of his origin was a 
sufiicient plea for rejecting his claim to the character 
of a Divine teacher; after W’hich we can be at no 
loss to discover the rgason why Jesus w'rought no 
mighty deeds among such perverse unbelievers, who 
would have remained obdurate, even if one had been 
raised from the dead for their conviction. 13ut 
though our Lord healed none of their sick, nor dis- 
played any of those glorious powers which dis- 
tinguished liini elsewhere, he confounded the Naza- 
renes by rendering their wicked designs abortive, and 
delivering himself miraculously f'om their hands, at 
the very moment w hen they were about to precipitate 
him from the hill on which their city stood. In like 
manner shall all the contemners of the crucitied 
Saviour, and the persecutors of his church, be 
punished by the disappointment of their malignant 
( iforls, and by seeing the cause of truth successful 
in spile of their ingenuity, reproaches, aiid opposi- 
tion. “ While the Redeemer is precious unto those 
who believe, he is to the disobedient a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of ofl’ence even unto them 
which stumble at the word.” 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8. Neither 
the efforts of men nor the malice of demons shall 
be able to impede the progress of truth or to hinder 
the purposes of grace, Uiough to appearance the 
instruments chosen for their accomplishment are 
mean and insufticiciit, “ because the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men ; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men.” I Cor. i. 
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SEPTEMBER THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

THE DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 

Luke, V, 10- — And Jesns said unto Simon, Fear 
not ; from henceforth thou shall catch men. 

The man who has any device to establish will be 
careful, ill the first instance, to select such iristru- 
nients for his purpose as are the most likely to give 
it n^putation, and to facilitate its progress in the 
world. This will be more particularly the case with 
every design to make an innovation in religious 
opinions, or to effect a change in public institutions. 
He that embarks in such an undertaking, merely on 
his own authority, however laudable may be his 
motive's, will choose his associates with caution, and 
be desirous of sucli followers as will render his 
scheme popular by ilieir credit or their eloquence. 
Had our Lord been actuated by any other considera- 
tion than that (5f bringing in eternal salvation for a 
lost >vorld, by the sacrifice of himself, he would 
have sought for disciples at Jerusalem, from among 
those of his countrymen who, by their previous 
knowlege and connexions, were the best calculated 
to i)roniote the new system and to spread the repu- 
tation of its Author. And even if he had been/lis-* 
appointed in the capital, he would at least have 
endeavoured to strengthen his parly, by calling to his 
assistance jiersons well acquainted with mankind and 
familiarized to the ways of the world. So far, how- 
ever, was Jesus from making any application to men 
distinguished by their learning and intliieuce, that he 
seems to have studiously slnmned their co-operation ; 
and nolhiiig certainly could more clearly remove all 
suspicion of artifice in his ministry, than the circuni- 
atance of his adopting the fishermen of Galilee for 
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the promulgators of his doctrine. Neither wtie 
these men prepared for such an oflice by the ardour 
of euthiisiasm or tlie force of friendship, which in 
some cases perhaps may carry the most ignorant 
and unpolished through schemes of insuperable diffi- 
culty to those who act with deliberate circumspec- 
tion, by comparing the consequences of things with 
the means of effecting them. 

These iirst preachers of the Gospel, on the con- 
trary, when called to that arduous employ, were men 
of timid dispositions — rude in their conceptions, and 
zealously attached to their country and relations. 
Like the rest of the Jewish people, they entertained 
extravagant notions couceriiing the grandeur of the 
^Icssiah’s kingdom ; and though some ot them had . 
Cfuiversed with Jesus, on hearing the testimony of 
John, yet there was nothing hi his condition that 
could induce them to leave tlieir business and fami- 
lies for the service of one who was even poorer than 
llieinselves. Such were the |)erson3 whom the Lord 
selected as his principal friends and messengers, in 
preference to llie opulent and the learned — the 
Scribes, {)ractised in the la\v, and tlie Pharisees, 
whose sanctity was revered by the populace. The 
manner, also, in which these men were called to the 
ininislry, evinced the Divine wisdom; for they were 
not initiated into that sacred profession by any pre- 
paratory course of instruction, or after a temporary 
separation from society, but taken at once from a 
laborious and mean occupation, that their knowlege 
and success might clearly appear to be of God. 
There was still another circumstance in this interest- 
ing part of the Gospel history which merits serious 
attention. Ai the time when Jesus came to the 
lake of Gcnncsarelh, for the purpose of appointing 
bis disciples to their office, they were fatigued with 
long watching and grieved by disappointment. It 
was, as it should seem, very early in the morning 
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that Jesus made his appearance, and directed Simon 
to let down Ids net for a draught. As the features of 
the speaker could not well be discerned in that faint 
light, nor his voice be recognized under such circum- 
stances, the injunction of one who was plainly a 
stranger to the place and the employment, might have 
been treated slightly, and rejected without any apparent 
offence. The principal tishernian, however, so far 
from receiving the advice roughly, and refusing com- 
pliance with what was enjoined, courteously stated 
the hardsidps which he and his companions had en- 
dured ill their nightly toil, adding, ‘‘ Nevertlicloss at 
thy word I will let down the not.*' This was not 
only the proof of a good heart, but of an extraor- 
dinary faith ; from which we may learn the value of a 
courteous demeanour in persons of all descriptions, 
and of the diligent use of means in a fight course, 
even when hope is reduced to the last stage of proba- 
bility, and whcii ihe season of success has nearly ex- 
pired. The accustomed hour of tishiiig was now over, 
yet Simon readily complied with the direction of his 
unknown friend, and the result of Ids obedience so 
greatly exceeded all natural causes, that no doubt 
could remain of the Power by w hom this miracle had 
been effected. Tliis was not only a trial of faith, 
but the assurance of a future blessing ; affording an 
expressive emblem of that abundant increase which < 
the church should receive through the labours* of 
these men; and as Peter distinguished himsilf ou this 
occasion, so lie obtained the honour of opening the 
couiniission of grace to the Gentiles, “ upon whom,*' 
to the astonishment of the circumcised believers, 
‘‘ was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost ; for 
they heard them speak with tongues, and inagnilV 
God.” Acts, X. 45, 46. 

•VVhen the word of salvation went forth, accom- 
panied by the divine energy, feeble and contemptible 
as tin bearers of it were of themselves, they became 

VOL. ii;. E • 
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mighty in converting the heathen to the truth, and 
spreading the kiiowlege of eternal life among those 
who had long sat in darkness ; while the channel 
through which the promise had been transmitted for 
so many ages was dried up by the infidelity of the 
nation who rejected the Messiah wdioni they had so 
long expected. Thus was fulfilled in all lespetTs 
the description of ancient proplu^cy concerning the 
new dispensation, which is represented as a tc!n[>le 
sending out a cleansing stream for the rccovei y of 
all the families of the earth. “ And it shall con.e iu 
pass, that the fishers shall stand upon the l ivt r, Incn 
Engedi even unto En-eglaim ; they shall be a t'-* 
spread forth nets : their fish shall be iUTurdieg to 
their kinds, as iIk* fish of the great exeeeiling 
many. Ijiit the miry places thereof, and d n nshi > 
ihenof, shall not be healed* they shall be liveii 
salt.” Ezek. xlvii. K), 11. 


SEPTEMUER THE TWKMT^^ECON]) 

Ti?:: ON THE MOUNT. 

Malt. V. 48. — /je 7/e (li^ncfore pc f fee f, even as your 
luifhcr zchicb i.- in hr/revH is perfect 

Tdr. Divine Teacher, who came to guide men in 
the w'ay of trnlh, and to bring life and ininun taiity to 
light .by his O’ospi:!, having called iliosc; persons to 
be his disciples who were to promulgate the doc- 
trines whicii they should learn from iiis mouth, re- 
tired with them from the mullilude to a mountain, 
where he delivered a body of lectures, containing the 
Summary of practical religion, grounded upon the 
moral law, but adverse to the reiiuemcnts and ad- 
ditions of its professors. It has been generally su])- 
posed that these discourses w ere delivered by lAir 
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Lord in the hearing (gf the crowds that had been 
drawn about him by the fame of his extraordinary 
works ; but the expression of seeing the iniilti- 
tiide,” connected with the fact of his going farther 
from them, to a place where he could not be 
incomnioded, plainly indicates that these prelections 
were of a j»rivate rather than of a public nature. 
Bt sides, \vc learn from another part of the Re- 
di ouH r’s history, that in speaking to the mixed audi- 
lories which alteiidocl him, he made use of parables; 
ut ile to liis immediate followers he revealed the 
h(‘h)]igiiig to (he kingdom of God, without 
2uy iiiysUcji! covering. Now in this sermon, as it 
; nsnaily lerrneih the princijdes are clear and the 
i p 5 !r;ti.>rs *d)vii>tis, though the language is occa- 
> : d<gorie'al, and, according to the custom of 

1 V [)i . i er, there are some striking allusions to the 
wf nature which were tlK ii in view, '^ilial the 
.o'ioh 5 wever, was designed for the information of 
r? discMii/s only at that time, may l>e inferred from 
tiic poK.iiiical cast of the subjects, and the frequent 
observations which are made throughout on the tra- 
ditional v decrees of the rabbinical doctors, in opposi- 
tion to whose arbitrary and unprofitable distinctions 
the disciples were to miniskn’ as the salt of the 
. iirlh/’ and the light of the world.” But though 
die doctrines and precepts here laid down were, 
primarily addressed to the original builders o^ the 
Christian church, the matter and obligation will be 
found of universal import ; for every position ad- 
vanced by the Author of our faith, explanatory of 
the Mosaic institutes, must be regarded as a coii- 
lirmution of what is there enjoined ; and accordingly 
he took care to guard his hearers from all miscon- 
struction of bis words on this point, by saying, 
"‘^Think not that I am come to destroy the law or 
prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to 
ll ” The blessings with which the general dis- 
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course is introdiiceil, were designed to pourtray the 
tcniper and conduct necessary to be cultivated and 
improved by llie disciples, who were to exhibit a 
perfect contrast to those proud and uncharitable 
bigots that placed all religion in outward observances 
and partial distinctions. When Our Lord pronounced 
a benediction upoii the poor in spirit, he at once 
characterized the disposition of mind which is re- 
quisite to prepare the believer for the due enjoyment 
of the privileges conferred by the Gospel, and for the 
exercise of the duties belonging to that high calling. 
As piideand the desire of prohibited knowlege de- 
prived man of eternal life, the lirst step to tlic re- 
covery of it imist be a complete self-renunciation, 
the deep sense of misery, and a confession of absolute 
inability to perform what God lialh commanded. 
*J'his conviction of sin leads the ‘iwakcned penitent to 
mourn his defiled state; N\liich repentance, as it keeps 
him perpetually humble, renders him also meek and 
obedient to the Divine will, even when the terrors of 
judgment press sorely upon him, because he is con- 
scious of meriting iiotlniig from infinite justice but 
condemnation. 'Die godly sorrow thus produced 
in the soul, on account of its corruption and sc^para- 
tiou from the Source of perfection, has the gracious 
effect of exciting an earnest desire after righteousness, 
or a perfect confonnity in heart and life to tlio law 
of holiness. He that has his mind so renewed and set 
right towards God will be mereifid towards his 
fellow-creatures, endeavouring on ail occasions to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in ihe bond of peace; 
enduring persecution without rc^cnlmcnt, for the 
cause of truth, and even rejoicing that he is thus 
called upon to imitate his Divine Master for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven. Having thus described 
the disposition which is essential to the Christian cha- 
racter, as opposed to that lifeless profession which 
constituted the religion of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
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our Saviour proceeded to a detail of particular in- 
stances, in which llic precepts of the law were ren- 
dered useless by crafty siibterf«t;;es and liceulioiisi 
indulgences. An a contrast to the fashionable theo- 
logy, which cr.couvai^ d a sn})erstilious attachment to 
forms andean uncharitable contempt ol liie Gentiles, 
our Lord taught tlie necessity of inward purity, the 
subjugation of the passions, and aii enlarged benevo- 
leiu’e towaids all men without any consideration of 
their country or principles, lie inculcated upon his 
disciples lliis great truth, that causeless hatred is an 
offence nearly allied to biooil-guiltiness, and that 
e^e^y wanton imagination is equivalent to adultery. 
IVoin this view of the moral law it followed, that the 
Oldinary practice of divorce on slight pretences was 
a gross violation oi' a sacred ordinance, and that the 
narrow spirit ^^lJich contined llie Divine favour to a 
particular community was derogatory to His goodness 
who inakelh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeih bis rain on the just and on tl e 
unjust.” Now the blessing of redemption being no 
less universal than that of Providence, the Divine 
Expounder of the niysterics of grace was careful in 
the beginning to inforni his diiciplcs that God is no 
re.S|)ccUT of persons; and that thereibre, la} ing aside 
ail prejudice arising from ediicaliou and habits, they 
must labour alike towards the Jew and the Gentile, 
friends and enemies ; because the salvation of ^^hicU 
the y were tlic' apj^ointed preaclury was the connnoii 
ccMiccrn of all ll;e familit'S of the carlli. lie ye 
tlicrclore pertecl,” said Jesus, as your Father 
wliichis in heaven is perfect;” not that they could 
hope to nse in any dc gree to an exainple l)eyi)nd all 
imitation, or that any creature can ever expect to 
atiain absolute perlectiou ; but that, as the dispensers 
of the wortl and as the lights of the woi ld, they inhere 
to act free from all partiality, being animated by no 
•>lher sentiment than that of bringing souls to the 
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knowlcge of redemption, and building them up in 
tlu’ir holy failh, agreeable lo what was afterwards 
recoimnended by one ot our 1 a»u1's principal audi- 
tors ; Seeing ye have put died your souls in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit, uiuo unfeigned love of 
the brelliren ; j$ee that \e lo\e one another with a 
pure heart fervently.” J I'el. i. 


SEPTEMBER TJIE TWENTY-TUIRD. 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

Matthew, vi. 34.— iirAe, therefor no thought for 
the motrow; for the morrmi) shall lake thought 
for the things of itself iSuJ/icient unto the day is 
the evil thereoj. 

*1 HE great Teacher and Exemplar of ail righteous- 
ness having laid down the principles necessary to 
qualify men for an admission itito his communion, 
proceeded to instruct his disciples in those duties 
upon w hich ])eculiar stress was laid by the public 
prvjtfssors, but the practice of which they grossly 
abused by their formality and oslentalion. As cha- 
rity is a \iiluc must strongly euiVneed in the. law of 
Cod, iLcsi? <:onu}»t cxposilorri lesolved tlie whole 
'obligation of llic precept into the mere distribution 
of a!n*s, wi:!( h, ihcrefoie, they took care lo pc ribrni 
in .seen a inajmer as to excite general notice and 
iidiiiiration. Our blessed Lord taught a dift'ereiit 
Ic.'son, and required his followers to consider the 
caui e < f die poor in the light of eonuiioii justice, 
wiiit Ii acccrarils the opulent as ilebtors to the Author 
of liil good, who has made them stewards for their 
di^re.ssed brethren. The man who lakes this view 
of himself, and is sensible that he has nothing bift 
vh.'it came from tliQ X)ivine bounty, will be acluaUd 
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by the spirit of clisintcrfisted love for his frlUnv- 
ereatiires.; and so far from cndravoming to gain the 
applause of the inulliUido for his beiicvoleiicv', he 
will be careful to bestow his relief with as lender u 
regard as possible to the wants and feelings of the 
aiiiicted object, "i hat liberality which has the world 
for its iriotiv<^, must be satished witii llui ticeling 
praise of men for its rcwar^h In like niaimer the 
spirit of ]>rayer, to be effecUial for our own benefit 
and the divine glory, must be coiulncted in a secret 
comiiinnication between oiir own hearts and the 
great Searcher of thoughts ; for lliongh the public 
servl«;es of religion are necessary in the way of ex- 
ample and ediUcutkai, \el is the devotion of each 
worshipper to he the expiH ssion of his own .sincere 
£nd individual niiiid, in the way of supplication and 
thanksgiving. For this reason the dkciples were 
iiis.lrnctcd in a jiarticnlar form, not liiat this was to 
be ftuch an ohsohUe rule as to exclude every other 
wiiicli the exigencies of mankind and the circum- 
stances of the church might require, but to establish 
the general principles of devotional address, as well 
with respect to the matter as the manner, tlie spirit, 
and the language of j>ra)cr. In our application to 
the Till one of Grate, we must lay aside every narrow 
eonsideralion ; and as members of liie same family 
with the whole hiiinan race, who have one Tatiier 
and one Redeemer, we sliail, if our afil'ectious are 
rightly placed, bo tarneslly solicitous for llio promo- 
tion of univer: al righlconsness in the exten>ion of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, wiiich will induce ns to embrace 
our \erv enemies in die arms of love, wiieii we pray 
for the pardon of sin and deliverance from the tempt- 
ation and dominion of the evil one. As the hypo- 
ciiles of iliat day made an uncommon virtue of fast- 

t Mg, which, in appearance, they obseiNcd wdth pccii- 
iar rigour, our Lord took care to guard his disciples 
^igalnst practices which, however imposing they 

li 
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might be in the sight of men, M’ere but solemn 
moekery in tlie t-.sliiuation of (ohI, v.ho requires the 
subjugation of the f)a.s.sio!»s rather tiian the torment 
of , the flesh ; and ulio delights in a cheerful dispo- 
sition, the result of habitual piety, more than in 
gloominess of couiitcnaiice, or evau the strictest 
aiisterily of life. ]Ja\iiig thus cleared three great 
branches of duty from the abuses with which they 
vcie dib/igured and rondo# d ahomiiiable, by the cor- 
ruptions of th.ose who afli oled superior light and 
holiness, the Divine Instructor oilo\d into a descrip- 
tion of that splritutd mind which aspires above the 
world, and assimilates itself with the Fountain of 
intellectual light and moral perfection. 

In opposition to those wh.o blended temporal riches 
and honours with their reiigioii, oiir Saviour taught 
his followers to look n|)on lliese things as a snare and 
an incumbrance, \i hich could not be pursued at the 
same time with the heavenly inhcriuiuce to which 
they wcie now called. It is, however, to be re- 
marked, that the possession of riches is not prohibited 
ill tins place, neillier arc men censmed for labouring 
in siuli a way as to raise iheuisclvcs above the 
wrdchcdiuss of poverty ; hut while every just allow'- 
aiKc is given to tiie spirit of enter|;ri/-e and industry, 
we are here cautioned nof t?» h^y up for ourselves 
tieasuKS i»j>on eaith.'’ 'ilie obvious meaning of llie 
'passt’gc, as applit'd to the case of ll:e disciples, and 
to all who beu.r the Chrislinn name, is this, that 
wliatt ver may be expedient or necessary for our com- 
fort in this w(»rld, must be sought and applied with 
IK) other view tl;an tiu. e:dinnrY purposes of life. VVe 
may iaw luiiy gain w'eanh, and appropriate it for the* 
bciulit ot ourselves and those who are allied to ns in 
blood and fiienihhij); taking care to maintain a 
conscience v(»i(i <;f all oflence in the mode of ac- 
quisition, the Jrpirit f)f enjoyment, and the services 
to which it is ajiplied. liiches are not to be counted 
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•as tlie means of happiiiess, neither are they to be 
laid up for our own use when they come to us in the 
course of Providence, and as llue reward of our 
honest exertions ; but the vocation in ^^hieh we are 
I'daced must be |>nr.sue(j with a single eye to the glory 
of God ; and all the i)iessiiv:;s whicli we receive from 
his bounty, to be prohtabh', must be cm|>loycd for 
the welfare of our feilovv-creatures. 'riuis far the 
exhortation Jiiay be cfmsidered as of general import, 
JiXid applicable to lK.litvir:] of all ages and conditions; 
but what foMows was evldeiidy intended for the par- 
tieular direi tioii of t lie disciples, who were called to 
a personal atUiidance upon our Lord’s ministry, and 
bt .iig set apart lor an exiraordinary purpose, were 
to cast all iluir depciideiice upon Divine grace. 
Ha\ing- <|Uitted their oeeupalions and renounced all 
things in tl.'is world for the sal:e of Christ, it was 
proi 'T that liny should be Sirengtlu.ru d and animated 
by Ifje assure.iue td' sojjpoit, to free tiu ir minds from 
ail anxiety about iho imnnlonance of themselves and 
iheir fa;ni!i».s. y\ccordingl\ , their blessed Master 
to(»!v this opp<»r-uni‘ V td' t r.cotiraging iheni in their 
la V id> comse by varixais rcllectio-ns, drawn fioni 
(Ik v^i.^di.in and gocahies^ of (u>d in ihe creation, and 
the cerlJiinly, lliat He w]n> provideth. for the lowest 
ol llie auuual trilv. s, ami who gives beauty and 
Iragrance to the planis of fin' llehl, wih not sutler 
those to waul wlhj are cr, gaged in the execuiion of* 
Ins jM.ative co.nunands. 

'iV.e < h.'i ge “ io i.d e no thou hi for the tnorrow ,” 
was p;uU( u..o l\ suitable to the en cximstanees of men 
who, liks' til. Lj- ianil, \K<re to he without any stllK'd 
h(nuv, and whose tune ami dnuiuhts were to he 
wiioily impAwed in tin* [nomulgatioh of the (lOspel. 
Still wii t V, ijs addr<S‘^i (i pi -munly to (he i r i dis- 
idso a U'l nu lesa> m a (piahlied 'ease, to 
aHi w'ho come idler du in, since nolhing is uion c.;l- 
Vflated to weaken the iniial and to distiacl its etil rt. 
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than an anxious solicitude about the time to come, or 
the fear that our present labours will be inadequate 
to provide for future wants. The advice of our 
Saviour, then, tliough designed to preserve his im- 
mediate followers from despondency, and to cheer 
them in the midst of the evils which surrounded 
them, will be found of salutary benefit to all who 
consider themselves as strangers and ])ilgriins upon 
the earth ; and who, to obtain tlie prize ot their high 
calling, must press forwards in the path of present 
duty, equally unmindful of the allurements that would 
draw them from it, and of the difiicultics which may 
attend their perseverance ; knowing that godliness 
is profitable unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come.’^ 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 


SEPTEMJ3ER THE TWENTY-FOURTH. 

THK SEUMON ON THE MOUNT. 

Matt. vii. 28, Qf),—lF/fen Jesus had ended these 
sayings, the -people uere astonished at his doettine; 
for he taught them as one having authoritj/, and 
not as the *Sc rides. 

The last division of this incomparable dlscomse 
consists of directions for the application of the prin- 
ciples laid down in the former part, so that the 
power of the Gospel may be made maisifest towards 
all men in the deportment of its followers, particu- 
larly those who arc called to the office of the mi- 
nistry i In opposition to the bigoted spirit of the 
Jews, and the unrighteous judgment of the Pharisees, 
the disciples of Christ are required to exercise u 
charitable disposition in their observations of maq- 
kind, and to avoid every kind of harsh censure coti- 
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roriiiiig the character of others, remembering, in their 
intercourse with the rest of the world, tlie relation in 
whicli they all stand to the coninion Parent of the 
universe, and those iiii perfections in lluir own temper 
and conduct v. hieh inii-ht justly subject them to his 
displeasure and conJeiniialion. !*-vtry man has some 
errors to correct, mid many t\Vs to lament ; nume- 
loiis deficiencies which call for hmiiility, and obstinate 
habits that stand in need of ix format ion. It is the 
duty, therefore, of nil persons, \\ltlioiit any exception, 
to be gentle and iiKacifnl to thtir fellow-crealurc«, 
knowing bow grcr.lly even the most eiicumspect and 
iipriglit in this [nobationary state, fall short (d' that 
lectitude Mliich is enjoined in the law of the Most 
and enforc ed by die voice of conscience. IJut 
thongli the servants of Christ are called np(»;i to live 
in amity with the various branches of IPs family, 
wliose temder mercy is over all bis wpiks, they are 
eantioiKcl againsl ilio indiscriminate commniiication 
of lj(»!y things, uiid an over-zealous concern even for 
the trutli itself, when it is found that their efforts, 
instead of exciting altendc n and reverence, only serve 
to rouse the wui si passions of llicir hearers, and to 
provoke them to acts of violence. The diviue mes- 
sage is indeed o.f universal import, ami llic word of 
life belongs to all orders of men, by virliu: of His 
commi ssion who came to seek and to .save i!K)se wlnj 
were lost ; but the mysteries of grace are too serious 
to be trifled witli ; and when the offer of salvation is 
made the object of contempt, silence becomes :i 
duty, and the servant of Christ w ill do well in retiring 
from the unprofitable scene, agreeable to tlie advice 
of his Lord : “ Whosoever sliall not receive you, 
nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that 
house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.’’ 
Matt. X. 14. Inhere should be a limit to our ex- 
hortations, lest we do injury to the cause of religion 
‘ 6 . 
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bv our imliscretlon, and by a waste of. that time 
\vhieli may be nseAilly Ik slowed upon more deserving 
objects; still tl sc spirit of watch falness must continue 
with unabated ardour ; and whelhcr successful or not 
in the work to which we are appointed, it behoves us 
to imitate the forbearance of I liin who hath called us 
to it, bv pitying die imtliankfiil and praying for their 
conversion. For this , purpose we aic directed to 
take the example f)f our heavenly Falher as an en- 
couragement under all difiictillies ; learning from the 
Divine Ixmificence to place an entire dt peiulence 
upon his goodne..ss, ar.d to show in our dealings with 
other men the same kindness ami liberality which \vc 
expect to receive from them in every time of need. 
'Fhe sublime rule of “ doing unto -all men as we 
would they should do unto us,” comprtdiemls the 
whole sysieui of moral duty coult.ined in the second 
table of the law’, and enforced in the w ritings of the 
prophets; because Ije that regulates his mind anti 
practice by this miiversal prec<*pl, will be not only 
amiable in private, but valuable in public life; being 
as careful to muintaiu the relations of society in»ini- 
paired, as to keep himself unspotted in the world. 
Such is the tern per. which our Lord requires in all his 
followers, tmd w'ithout wdiich indeed none can he 
capable of tasting the blessing h/ came to impart, 
^ince the kiug<loiij of the Mes.siah consists of an ab- 
strachon from the cares and vanities of time, and an 
habitual preparation for llrat rclincd stale of itiU’!- 
lectual enjoyment which man foileited^ when lie 
became the slave of his passions anct the dupe of 
ambition. 'The Redeemer informs his followers, 
that, to be made partakers of that eternal inheritance 
which he came to restore, they must be emptied of 
every corrupt inclination and sensual desire; studying 
daily to ha^c their wills cleared from earthly alfec; 
liott, and passing through the w'orldas men absolutely, 
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weaned from its attraeiions. In this pilgrimage, 
however, it is impossible that asiy man can proceed 
far, nor is it tit that he sht)iil(l, without encountering 
many trials for the exercise of his virtue ; the believer, 
therefore, must expect to meet with numerous de- 
ceivers, who will endeavour to pervert liini from the 
right way by various allurements, clothing themselves 
even in the garb of righteousness, to draw the un- 
wary into their wiles, as the aiilhor of all evil occa- 
sionally transforms himself, for the same purpose, 
into the appearance of an angel of light. As wlial a 
m:ui hears will gent rally have s<>ine elTect upon the 
turn of his Si ntiiiients, it is not a matter of indif- 
ferent moment what leac hi rs lie :if.*ends, inr is it a 
mark (}f graces or wisdom to run afier new inrlmeJors, 
as if tlm (jsosp<‘l stood in lued of iiiostration, and the 
sagacity of man wa^ rcijuisile t<» ( xolaln the my {cry 
of j*odliu*ass, '^Jdiis deiiort:»tani against false propdn ls 
was not more um 'isary in the ap<ifxt->J;c;u age, iVriile 
as that was in such ladutieis, than it is in this ad- 
vanced slate of iJhristian knowlege, when the j.irido 
of reason makes tna i impatient <»f subinisslon, and 
anxious to expatiate ni a larger tleld thaii that w inch 
is prescribecl in His woid wl;o iv(|uires ns to nail our 
judgment upon his cross, and to follow Iiiin in all 
luiinility tlirongh the valley of the shadow’ (jf diatli to 
the gales of immortality. (.)i such men as are in- 
flated with the desire of diviingni.*«hi»\g ihemselvt^s by 
being wise above what is written, Lie lialli told us to 
beware ; whicli denotes that the only way it) evSeupe 
the poison of their priueiples is to keep out of the 
sphere of contagion. IK tliis act of prudenee we 
shall not only preserve onr minds from li.e pernicious 
influence of error, but contribute esseutiaily to the 
benelit of others by our exainple ; ai.d to the detec- 
tU)!! of fraud, by not .suffering its proi'essors to avail 
themselves of onr counlcuance and good nature hi 
ibve iiig their arts and extravagance. 
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To this caution against those who should arise and 
BOW divisions in his church, oiir Divine Master added 
this solemn (hclarntioii, which it becomes every 
member of lliat comnuinity carefully to regard, tliat 
HO claim to superior grace and zeal, knowlege and 
pinily, will be admitted as an excuse for the breach 
of his commandcicuts. Not every, one that saitii 
unto me, l.oni, J>ord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that doclh the will of my Father 
who is ill heaven.’’ As the s\untnary of the whole 
body of practical instruction containt d in this course 
of kcturis, delivered to the first believers in Christ 
for their government, and to form tlic ground- work 
of ll eir own leaching, our Lord concluded vvilh a 
paraliolical ilef^criplion of two characters, exem])lify- 
ing whitt had just been laid <!own in their different 
behaviour ; the one building his house upon a rock, 
which preserved it from tlie fury of the elements; 
while the other, trusting to a smooth and pleasant 
situation, erected his fabrick upon the sand, and 
perished with it in the hour of trial and temptation, 
in this picture we perceive the opposite effects of 
that faith which worketli by love^ and that which 
has the form of godliness, but is destitute of the 
power of it; for while the one emiurclh unmoved 
all llic assaults of the enemy, and stands lirm amidst 
4he jf]uctnalioi:s of tiie world, the other is rent w'ith 
every blast ; and on being solicited by corruption, 
or threatened with persecution, it falls to rise no 
more. 

W hen these lectures wTre finislicd, the astonished 
auditois expressed their admiration of the awakening 
truths which ihey had heard; fur the discourses of 
oar Lord, unlike the subtle but useless interpreta- 
tions of the Scribes, came liorne to the consciences 
of men, teaching them so to examine themselves 
bv the law, in the spirit and pow er of it, as to glorify 
God by their works, and edify the world by their 
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example ; for a good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit.” 


SEPTEMBER THE TWENTY-FIITII. 

THE LEPER CLEANSED. 

Matt. viii. 3. — I ul/l: be i/iou clean. 

Among the various maladies to which the body of 
man is subject, liaidly any was held in such ab- 
horrence by the ancients as the lcj)rosy. l^'his loath- 
some disease, which was more severe and disgusting 
in Syria than in liurope,. cut off the unhappy patient 
from the endearments of his iVientls, and cxihul him 
from the pleasures of society. The regulations ap- 
pointed in tliC Ixvltical law' for the management of 
persons so afflicted, wen' constructed with a tender 
regard for the miserable objects and a prudent care 
of the public welfare. In coiiiinitung the direction of 
the lepers to the watchful atleution of die ministers of 
religion, who were to separate them from the rest of 
the people for the general good, the duty of humanity 
Was happily blended with the principle of self-pre- 
servation ; and w'hile the uufortnnate were alienated 
from the promiscuous iulei course of men, they w ere not 
left destitute of temporal and spiritual comfort. Hope, 
llie last refuge of the miserable, was kept alive by 
the consideration, that the divine institutes held out 
the prospect of a cure, even in the most deplorable 
cases ; on which account certain means were to be 
adopted for the examination of all wdio lay under 
this dreadful visitation. Still, however, in the 
inildcst instances of leprosy, the process of recovery 
was slow and the regimen strict ; the symptoms re- 
quired a close iuspeclion and the most rigid attention 
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to cleanliness, tliongh little reliance >vas placed upon 
medical sklli, and no rcimdies were known that 
could even am the progiess of the disorder, much 
less eradicate it in obstinate ciu nnislauces. liree 
insta. ces only oj’ a inii.'* nions removal of the leprosy 
art* rerordod in tiie < >lvl reslainenl ; one in the 
casi? of rUoses, upon whom the malady was inflickid 
suddenly and lu-rdtd insiantaiK ously, as a sign to 
assure him of the Divine joulection and assishmee in 
Ins mission; llie next was in tlu^ jndgment passed 
upon >.iirlam for her sedition; and the U-M was tlie re- 
inai kuls e cine of Xaaman; but in lioth these instaiu js 
an iiitlmnn iiti.l coiiise was taL(*n to rciieve thi; dis- 
tressed ubjects, the first being shut out of the camp 
atccMiimg to l!ie forms of ihe law, and liie Syii*ai 
general was commanded to dip hnnst lf seven limes in 
Jordan. Our Loui mknms us tl.a! there wore many 
lepers in [srmd at dn^ lime when this last ndrucle 
was performed, }el to none of tluan was the proplu t 
sent with the power of ; u^'lchwas owing* 

not to any {leheicncy in lies MtjiernaUiral gifts, or the 
want of iueiiiiation to lio gotKi, but solely to the na- 
tional iiilidi Illy. It is ol.*6erval>ie, tiiat when tiie 
Ih deemer c nne upon earth, liie pt rsoiis labouring 
inuler this {-alamity were* iiv. rr. than ewmmonly mi- 
inerons, since many who ''>ere th'is allln led ( .\pe- 
rieiiceci Ins goodness ; and m Ins answer to the 
'inquiry of John, he adduceil this as one pr of of his 
divme character, that by him die “ iepeis were 
chaiiKd/’ "Mic first ieslance of this kind m the 
history of Jesus h.ippened iiriinediLittiy alt^r his str- 
nion on the imnml ; f«*r on his ji.mmy in>in tin ncc 
toCapvrnaum a man full ot h | H/ y w oishippa d him, 
atid saul, “ Lord, if tlnm wilt, thou cansl make me 
dean.” i'his confession, and *die act witli w l ich it was 
itlended, plainly proved the lailli ot ihe ;dllic:etl_ob- 
‘ ct in the divinity of the I'eison whom he addiessed; 
regarding Jesus not merely us a messenger come froirL 
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Ciod, but as being himself the Lord of nature, upon 
whose volition alone all things depended ; who could 
at his simple pleasure cause the mass of blood to 
regain its purity, and restore the whole system to its 
wonted health and vigour. '^I he faith of the leper 
was the more extraordinary, because this was at an 
early period of our l^oi d’s ministry ; and though he 
certainly had wrought some great cures in that coiin- 
try, yet no case like the present appears to have been 
in the number. This poor man, however, was not to 
be deterred by shame on account of his disgusling ap- 
pearance, nor by any doiilit of tlie Saviour’s power 
and benevolence. He knew that nothing more was 
needful than a de\out application on his part, and 
the will to relieve him on that of Jesus; to whom, 
therefore, he came with a heart full of anxiety, yet 
submissive to the righteous determination of Him 
whom he acknow'Jeged to he his Lord. That the 
language of the leper indicated his persuasion of the 
essential deity of Christ, and that it was approved of 
as such, is evident from the answer which it received, 
J will; be Ihou clean.” In the whole of this trans- 
action we perceive, that as the afflicted man relied 
entirely upon the will of the Redeemer, and not upon 
his holiness or iiuei cession; so Jesus by his word 
at>(l his action liilly corJirnit d the belief of the leper, 
who sought liis aid, and llnrehy taught the spectators 
of the miracle that he had an absolute inherent con- 
troni over ail ihings, as being the Creator and l.ord 
of the universe. he inaiiiicr in which he healed 
this miserable creatMe affordiMl also a l eautirul les- 
son of cliarity and lenJenK ss; tor lie not only said, 

I will ; be thou hut he louclitd the p>ol- 

lutcd ol)jcet with liis lianil, thus giving a demonstrative 
proof of his ow n divine power, an assuraiua* <.f the 
CMtaiiity of the cure, and an example of love and 
compassion to all his Ibllowers. Jt is true, v.c aiQ 
required to run hcediessly in the way of coi> 
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tagion, or to show a stoical iiidiffcicnce to the evils 
oi life; bot v. lun tlic calamities ot‘ our bruthren call 
for our ash]slaiic t\ it becomes us to lay aside all false 
delicacy, and in ilic exercise of iiuiuaiiity to cast our- 
selves i’.njiiiiitly H|.GU His protecting t;*ace, “ N>ho 
ail our iui(|uitu> ; who heaieth ail our 
spniUiiil diseases; who redeemelh our lives from 
destruction; aiid who cT(»\vfie(h us with loving kind- 
ness and tender mercies.’’ IS. ciii. J, 4. 


SEPTEMBER THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

THE BELIEVING CENTI'RION. 

Malt. viii. 10 . — l erih/ J 6r/// inilo i/oit, I have vot 
found no great faith, no n( > in hratl. 

This encomium was pronounced by om blessed 
Saviour upon the military coruinaiidei at Capernaum, 
in consequence of the declaration made by that 
officer when Jesus kindly proposed to come and heal 
his servant, or rather his son, who lay at the point of 
death. The centurion being informed of the miracles 
which had been performed by this wonderful Person, 
conceived the highest idea of his dignity and good- 
ness; and judging, no doubt, tliat the Jew ish j)riests 
and. magistrates must entertain similar seutiinciUs, he 
prevailed upon them to join w ith him in this appli- 
cation. '1 here w as, however, a w ide cliff* l ence 
between this proselyte and the tcaclicis of Israel; 
for the one humbled himself before .lisus with pro- 
found reverence*, ackiiowlegiug his utter uuworlhiiiess 
to partake of his bounty ; w hile the others solicited 
or rather demanded the favour in his bt.half, merely 
because ho loved thc'ir nation, and had built them 
a synagogue.” Of the charitable acts and mor^l 
qualities of this Koxnaii they made no mention, Ifut 
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routed their sole recommendation of his request upon 
tlie distinguished partiality which he had shown for 
their community, and the extraordinary instance he 
had given of it in founding, at his entire charge, a 
place of worship among them. The centurion him- 
self was far from assuming any merit on these ac- 
counts, but presented his petition with the greatest 
humility, rather as an abject sinner in the presence 
of his Lord, than a man of liigh station in the pro- 
vince where he resided. 

Most men would have gladly hailed the oiler 
which was made by Jesus to visit them when they 
wanted his assistance for such a purpose ; and even 
comiTiou courtesy, it might be thought, would have 
dictated the welcome reception of so remarkable a 
guest at any time, and under any cirnnnslauccs. 
Instead of this, we liiid the centurion, contrary to the 
common usages of polished society, declining the 
proposal which had been made to him, and declar- 
ing bis unfitness to entertain the gracious Person on 
whose aid lie relied for the recovery of his sick 
favourite. Now* as there was nothing in the outward 
ap[>earance of our Saviour that could im]»ress the 
mind of the spectator with so much awe, and as the 
liberality of the oflic'er stands attested by a very re- 
markable evideiicr, it may be matter of surprize that 
he should have nunie any difficulty at all of accepting ^ 
the intended visit; and yet it seems still more strange 
that this act ni' self-denial is the very point alleged to 
prove his exalted faith. Lord,” said the centurion, 
“ I am not w orthy that thou shouldest come under 
my roof : but speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed : for 1 also am a man under authority, 
having soldiers under me ; and 1 say unto this man, 
Go, audhegoeth; and unto another, Come, and he 
comelh ; and to my servant, Do this, and he docth 
On hearing this profession, Jesus is said to have 
im'i veiled, pot that he fell any emotion arising from 
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an unexpected discovery, for he knevv what was' in 
the human heart, and needed no iiiformation to ascer« 
tain the characters of nien ; but he marked hii^ 
public admiration of such an uncommon instance 
of piety in a stranger, that the people around him 
might make a proper improvement oi' the example, 
and learn the nature of that faith which is indispen- 
sibly requisite to the enjoyment of the Gospel pri- 
vileges, and without which no one, w hatever may be 
his pretensions, can be a inember of the kingdom of 
God. The confession of the centurion did in fact 
amount to a full admission of our Lord’s absolute 
divinity, or it was not such an instance of faith as 
can be properly said to have exceeded any that had 
been witnessed in Israel, since, among other cases, 
W’e find Is'icodetnus, at his very iirst introduction, 
thus addressing Jesus, ** Babbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God, for no man can do 
the miracles which thou doest except God be with 
him.” Yet we are told by the highest authority, 
that the faith of this Roman transcended all that bad 
as yet appeared in the course of our Saviour’s 
ministry ; whence we must conclude, that this ex- 
traordinary man did not only acknowlege Christ to be 
the greatest of prophets, which other men believed 
at that time as well as himself, but also that he was 
truly the Son of God and the Saviour of the w'orld. 
Thjs he illustrated by an apt analogy drawn from his 
own peculiar situation and profession ; for, as he 
inferred, if he could make his orders be obeyed in 
different directions at the same time, how much more 
powerful mu'^t be His will who caused tiie deaf to 
hear and the dumb to speak, who opened the eyes of 
the blind and changed ll:e corrupt humours of the 
body, merely at his command ? Rightly judging 
that nothing short of Omnipotence could be equal 
to the works which our Lord had wrougl'.t, this 
exalted foreigner, unlike the Jews among wliom 
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dwelt, contemplated with the deepest humility the 
manifestation of the Divine Nature in the flesh ; 
and this it was which induced him to speak in such 
lowly terms of himself, while he continued to sup- 
plicate the blessing «)f Jesus for the afflicted member 
of his family, 'i lit* honourable attestation borne by 
our Saviour to the faith of tlie centurion, shows that 
this was the tiac s<iu:>e of the dcclaiation which he 
made, for hi.s cMvhxn is put in opposition to that 
of the whole J(nvi>l*i nation ; and certain it is, that 
then the jiropt r divinity of Christ, as well as the 
spiriluiil natnu of his rcilemptioii, was far from 
being uudrj.'.lood j.ven by bis own disciples. Let us 
then furn this Iiist.'.y to our edification, by looking to 
Jesus as the centurion did, with an implicit reliance 
upon tiie plenitude of his .power and w illingness to 
save all who come to him for the pardon of their 
sins. If thus we seek him, he will assuredly be 
found of us ; and the lower w’e esteem ourselves in 
his sight, the more strongly w ill he set his love upon 
us, by causing the light of his cuunteiiance to shine 
upon our hearts, while the still small voice of his 
Spirit witnesseth with our spirits, that we are now 
through his grace and righteousness become the chil- 
dren of God.” Horn. viii. i6. 


SEPTEMBER THE "TWENTY-SEVENTH. 

■t 

THE TEMPEST STILLED. 

Matt. viii. 27.— But the men marvelled, saying, 
What manner of man u this, that even the xcindt 
and the sea obey him 9 

The miracles of our Lord were for the most part 
of^ prophetic nature, being descriptive of circum- 
sfiuices connected with establishment of bis 
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church, or predictive of events v\'hich sliould befall it 
till the consummation of all things. This appears 
in the striking instance of faith which we have been 
already considering, and in the extraordinary scene 
to which our attention is now directed. In the 
former we behold an alien from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and from the covenant of promise, shak* 
ing off his national prejudices, and renouncing his 
superstitious practices, to embrace the religion of a 
people despised by the polished Greeks and Romans, 
and going far beyond even the most pious of the 
Jews themselves in his views of the Messiah. While 
the believing centurion exhibited a lively figure of the 
Gentile w'orld, who received Christ with gladness, 
and readily submitted to him as the Lord of Life, 
they who enjoyed the Divine Oracles in complete 
perfection, and who heard the sound of salvation 
delivered by the Etemal Word, treated it with cold 
indifference, and slighted the miracles of Jesus be- 
cause. they were not wrought for the purposes of 
temporal grandeur and political deliverance. Even the 
very disciples who had a near connexion with the per- 
son of the Redeemer, tliey who heard his instructions 
and beheld his works, were for a long time infatuated 
with the same delusion, and had but very faint con- 
ceptions of the real dignity of their heavenly Master, 
The Roman commander was persuaded that one who 
could heal inveterate diseases without the use of 
means, must possess an absolute domuiion over all 
nature ; but the followers of Jesus, on the contrary, 
limited their ideas of his power and goodness to a 
narrower sphere, and had scarcely any higher expect- 
ation than that of seeing the kingdom at this time 
restored unto Israel,” 

To correct their erroneous notions of redenaptioh, 
to prepare their minds for a season of trouble, ^nd 
to enlarge their faith in the Saviour, they w^ere 
rected to embarl^ on board a vessel at Capernaum, 
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and to make the best of their way across the lake, 
which at this place was nearly at its greatest breadth. 
It was late in the evening when tlicy quitted the port ; 
and as the ni^ht came on, a furious wind arose, which 
caused the biilow'S to* swell with extraordinary vio- 
lence : but while all the hands were employed for the 
general safety, and every heart beat with anxiety, 
Jesus w^as asleep. This iii^nsibility to the danger in 
which they were all involved, must have appeared 
very unaccountable to the disciples, but none of theni 
attempted to rouse him from his pillow during the 
greater part of the storm ; for so long as any hopes 
remained, they all exerted themselves with commend- 
able industry against the conHicting elements, and 
in endeavouring to reach the desired huven. When, 
however, their efforts failed to preserve the vessel, 
and she began to sink, the people, alarmed at their 
perilous condition, awoke him, saying, Lord, save 
us, we perish.’^ 

The reproof which they experienced might seem 
unreasonably severe, considering their laborious per- 
severance and hopeless situation ; but when we re- 
flect that their language was that of despair, we may 
well censure those men for their want of faith, who 
bad protited so little by their intercourse with Jesus, 
as to have been luunindfiil of his works and to have 
forgotten his counsel, ** Ask, and it shall be given 
you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto yoit.’^ Though they had seen this 
gracious declaration abundantly confirmed in the 
relief of persons much less familiarized to our Lords 
goodness than themselves, yet in the time of need they 
gave up all for lost, and, even in the presence of their 
Master, they sunk into a state of wretclied despond- 
ency. ^ They either regarded iib lethargy as a proof 
of^bis indifference, or the elemental conflict as abgve 
^js controul ; for which reason he rebuked tliein in 
terms proportioned to their abuse, of die privileges 
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conferred upon them, and the high office to which 
they were called in the church. By this correction, 
and the miracle wliich followed, Jesus gave the most 
unequivocal proof of his dominiou over all the powers 
of natuse, and demonstrated that his will is not sub* 
ject to any contingencies. The reflection produced 
by this wonderful transaction upon the minds of 
those who beheld it, plainly expressed the weakness 
of their religious principles, and the little progress 
which they had made in the knowicge of the truth as 
it is in Jesus; for, when the storm ceased, the men 
marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that 
even the winds and tlie sea obey him !” 

It is well observed by one of the early fa- 
thers, that the little ship tossed up and down in 
the midst of the sea, represented the Christian 
church, which suflers affliction and persecution in 
tills world as long as her Lord, to appearance, is 
asleep ; seeming patiently to overlook it, tilt being 
awakened i>y the prayers of the saints, in the latter 
days, he shall check the storm, and restore tranquillity 
to his faithful servants^.” This is the right expli- 
cation of the mii*acle, in which, as the quick transi- 
tion from ungovernable fury to calm tranquillity 
clearly indicated the Divine agency, so the deliver- 
ance of the chtircli from the rage of her enemies 
, was evidently owing to the restraining influence of 
her •gracious Lord, who still protects her in every 
difficulty, and is steadily conducting the scheme of 
salvation to its ultimate object. Short-sighted and 
feeble mortals may in the dui kness of the tempest be 
apt to fear tiiat the Almighty bath abandoned his 
people, and given them up for a prey into the hands 
of the mighty; but to the whole spiritual community, 
and to every living member of it, the voice of the 
Rl^emer thus speaks, even in tlie most turbulent 


* Tcitallian de Baptismo, c. la. 



TtlS CAOARSMft DEMONIACS. TEl 

and afflicting JItceiic, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake tliee?^ ' Hcbi xiii. &i In the midst of dfistress 
andpersecntioA, wfaelher brought on by their own fears 
or the malice of the world, the little flock are safe 
w'bile they regain itnited to their Divine Head, 
whose grace will be felt most efiectually when all 
human hope is . lost, and that Voice' shall be ■ heard 
with gladness, which stiUeth tiie noise of the seas, 
the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the 
people,” Psalm Ixv. 7. * 


SEPTEMBER THE TWENTY-EtCHTH, 

THt OADARlflNE JOCMONIACS. 

Matt, viii, 89.— they ctied out, sen/itfg^ 
IVhat have we to ^db with thee^ Jesm^ thou Son 
of Qodt ' art thou come hither to torment us . 
before the tinted ^ 

Amono^ the numerous evidences given by our Sa- 
viour of his Divine poE;er, one of the most astonish- 
ing was tlmt of bifli' castii^ out evil spirits*fro.m the 
bodies of men; but tltough- he adduced these mira- 
culous instances ill proof of bis authority, and bis 
enemies ascribed dieiti to diabolical tigency, some 
critics and comiiietitators have preposterously endea- 
voured to reduce the case's or.ihe demoniacs to the 
class of ordinary diseases. But unfortuoately for the 
credit of these interpreters, the disorder healed by 
Jesus are so distinctly marked iti the narration of 
them as to be characterised without cTifflculty, even 
time, and notwithstanding the 
vi^l^rovemenls which have thken idace^in medical 
* wiiae vhe. circumstances : of possessed 

pej^ns, who were so wcmd^rfolly relkved, cannot 
be\xplaiited; 1^. any. knQwn.prhictpks of physiology 
vouiii. / r • 
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iivitliout doing die utmost violence to language^ and 
perverting the simplicity of the Gospel to the false 
taste of rhetorical declamation. The Evangelibls are 
remarkable for a studied brevity of style, and that 
plainness of phraseology m liich, proceeding, from the 
consciousness of the truth of uhat is related, gives 
the facts as they occurred, and leaves die impression 
to the reader. In no instance do tliese writeis make 
use of art to set off their subject, or adopt the aid of 
figurative illustration to magnify the actions of their 
Master. It cannot, therefore, be supposed that in 
*one particular description of inaiadits they should so 
far have departed from their wonted course as to 
embody human infirmities under tlie most terrible 
forms, by representing Frenzy and Melancholy as 
beings endowed with knowlege and speech, will and 
motion. Yet so extravagancy must the sacred his* 
toriaiis have acted, if, as some modem reasoners con* 
tend, their relations of the demoniacs are to be 
considered as nothing more than the highly finished 
and emblematic, delineation of mental diseases. 
But were the comment to be allowed, still some 
^inaccountable, and, in reality, the most inexplicable 
difficulties, w'ill remain; for it may be questioned 
how it was possible that persons so afflicted w ilh the 
loss of their reason should in the midst of that dreads 
ful privation be able to recognize Jesus, and pay 
him homage in his Divine character as tlie Son of 
God? There is yet another particular which will 
require a satisfactory solution, on the ground, that 
if these complaints were niere natuial disorders, how 
could they pass out of the afflicted persons into the 
bodies of irrational auimttls ? Every thing related of 
these mysterious visitations prevents us from acceding 
to such an hypothesis, because, by embraeuig it, 
more embarrassments will arise to perplex Our faith 
than any which are at present involved in the literal 
^ry. This will more clearly appear iu the w&i* 
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derful occurrence which happened to our Lord soon 
after his landing in the country of the Gergesenes^ 
near the city of Gadara, whose inhabitants were 
partly Jews and partly heathen Syrians, which cir- 
cumstance accounts for the number of sw'ine kept in 
that district; the same being an article of traffic, for 
the purposes of supplying the Roman settlers with 
food for themselves and sacrifices to their idols. 
The mountains which stretched along this shore 
abounded with large caverns, originally excavated for 
sepulchral uses; but 'which were also frequently made 
the retreats of. robbers, and were sometimes chosen 
as places of retirement by persons vrho were dis- 
gusted with the world. These repositories of the 
dead, at the time when Jesus travelled that vvay, 
after crossing the lake, w'ere rendered peculiarly 
fearful to passengers, by harbouring two wretched 
outcasts from society, who, impelled by diabolical in- 
fluence, continually tormented themselves, and spread 
* terror among all who lived in that neighboiirliood. 
The other Evangelists, in relating this incident, men- 
tion only one demoniac ; but St. Matthew expressly 
says there were two of them; and this apparent in- 
consistency may be easily explained, by supposing 
that the unhappy persons stood in some near con- 
nexion, and most probably in such a degree of mu- 
tual dependence as to make tbeir history the satiie»*. 
We are told, tliat when t^ principal of these •men 
beheld Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him 
a circumstance deserving of especial obs^ervation, 
for it was not only contraiy to bis wonted hostile 
practice, but is totally irreconcifeable to the prin- 
ciple, that his disorder consisted of that perversion of 
intellect which is commonly termed madness. Had 
this been the utmost of the man's disorder, he would 
have wanted discernment to notice with respect 
One who was an utter stranger in those parts ; and 
allowiug as much as possible to the wayward 
ra. 
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caprices of insanity, nothing short of supernatural 
diicctioi'f could have made this wretched' being ac- 
quainted uith the person of the Kedeenier, or have 
drawn forth this strong confession, “ Wlrai have we 
to do widi thee, Jesus, thou Son of God?' art thou 
come to torment us before the time ?? Here is not 
only a full acknowlegement of the Messiah’s divinity, 
but an avowal of the great work in which he was 
engaged, and to which the tren4bUng speaker now 
looked with equal certainty and dread. To place 
the reality of this awful possession beyond all doubt, 
our Saviour entered into a discoure with the chief 
agent, who therefore could not have been a lunatic, 
since with one of that pitiable description the com- 
passionate Jesus would hardly have held any con- 
versation til] tlie faculty of judgment was restored to 
its pro|ier exercise, and the patient was made sensible 
of the blessing w hich had been conferred upon him. 

But the parties in this remarkable colloquy w^ere 
of a quality very difter^iit from wha^, appeared to the • 
persons who witnessed this extraordinary transaction. 
Clothed in human nature, as the promised Seed, 
stood the Eternal AVorcl, wlio took upon him our 
iniirinities, that he might release us from the do. 
minion of ihc evil one; while before. him lay, in the 
bodies of the demoniacs, the poyvers of darkness ; 
othus for a time exercising their rage against the 
works of God, and presenting an afik:tiiig picture 
of man in his fallen state, debased by sin and a slave 
to the tempter. That our Lord should inquire the 
name of the demon with whom he had this discourse, 
is not the least remarkable part of the concern ; for 
it shows, in opposition to the figurative interpretation 
of the n.irade, that the sensory of tlse principal suf- 
ferer was acted upon by a spiritual being of consi- 
derable aulljority over others, endowed with various 
powers, but actuated by the same hellish malignity. 

My name is legion,*’ fc'plied the apostate leade% 
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for we are many by which is to be understood 
an indeijiiite ninnSier ; showing the extent of the 
mischief occasioned by the lapse of man, and the 
multiplied means of advancing the dominion of Satan 
in the world. The request of the evil spirits for 
permissioii to go into the swine has been made llic 
subject of much speculation; but if we reflect uppu 
tbe condition of mankind at this period^ and bear in 
mind the mighty scene which was now unfolding on 
the great moral theatre, we shall find that tbe in- 
fluence of the enemy of righteousness was then 
uncommofily prevalenti not only among the Heathen, 
but even in that family to whoirr were committed the 
oracles and promises of God. That usurpation, 
however, was now drawing to a termination, and the 
devils knew it; they were sensible, that .their sphere 
of action was, about to undergo a considerable limita^; 
tion, and dial the Gentiles, over whom they exercised . 
a monstrous sway, would soon receive the light of 
the Gospel, \and be made partakers of Divine grace# 
llie unforluiiate persons who were at this time the 
subjects of theif malignity, represented the great 
divisions of mankind, by whom the fallen angels 
. were not only received, but actually worshipped 
under various denomiiuttions, and with many unclean 
and inhuman services. But no sooner do the de- 
luded children of men see and submit to the Saviour, 
tiiougb. it be afar olF, than the might of the ty;rant 
ceases, and bis squadrons lose their power of tor- 
menting them. '1 bese formidable beings are glad to 
hasten from his presence, and to seek as it were a 
retreat from Omnipotence in places and creatures, 
Mhicli, according to their depraved uuderstaiuling;^, 
are too vile for his scrutiny* The affliction which 
oppressed these Gadarenes, aild the tnainner in which 
they were relieved, teach us, that, no sins, however 
heinous pr ntiinerous, are any ph^acle to the Divine 
Hicrcy, provided we come to tbe saviour, confessing 
F 3 
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our tnisery, acknowicgihg his sovereignty, and, by 
submitting our wills wholly unto him, deprive the 
adversary of all ascendancy over our minds, thus 
compelling him and all his filthy attendants to flee 
from us; for we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spirituar wickedness in high places;” Epbes. 
vi. 12. 


SEPTEMBER THE TWENTY-NINTIL 

THE CASE OF THE PARALYTIC* 

Matt. ix. b.^^Whether is it easier to say, Thy sins 
be forgiven theei or to say, Arise and tcalk^ 

An intense pursuit of gain is apt to produce that 
sordid disposition^ which is equally insensible to 
judgments and mercies ; being as careless of the ter- 
rors of the Lord as ungrateful for bis favours. This 
was the character of the Gadarenes, who were 
dismayed by the signal display of the Divine powder, 
in the deliverance of their two countrymen from the 
tyranny of the evil spirits; but instead of regarding 
tlie Saviour with the veneration due to his high dig- 
""iiity,^ so eminently manifested in the miracle which 
lie had just wrought among them, these people were 
alarmed for their property ; and having more concern 
for their traflic than their souls, they servilely be- 
sought Jesus to leave the country. This was the 
base return which the mercenary inhabitants of that 
region made to One wbo bad freed them from an 
awful visitation, and enabled, travellers to pass the 
jmcmntaihs in safety. But the loss of their swine was 
a grtevaiice which they could not easily excuse, 
though they well knew that this employment was 
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contrary to the spirit of religion, and the direct viola-- 
tion of an ex|^e9s statute. The Gadarciies would 
90 doubt have rejoiced in the recovery oftlie afflicted 
persons, especially as the calamity under which th(^ 
laboured rendered them objects of dread in those 
parts ; but the conclusion of the miracle w as ac- 
counted as the infliction of a punishment for Avhidv 
reason the people, who were not willii^ to abandon 
their illegal callii^, and were yet fearful of expe- 
riencing a heavier chastisement, desired our Lord to 
depart from their octets, as though his presence 
among them bad been injurious to their interests. 
Accordingly Jesus passed over to the otbet* side of 
tlie sea of Tiberias ; and at Capernaum, such w as 
the curiosity excited by his works and his preaching, 
that the house in which be abode ms rendered iiiao 
tessible in the ordinary way^ owii^ to the pressure 
of the crowds for admittance. Mother Evangelist 
informs nsy that as be was teaching there were 
Pharisees /and doctors Isf the law ritting by, who 
came out of every town of Galilee, and Judra, and 
Jerusalem which circumshince shows the extent of 
his fame at this time, not only as a person who 
wrought many mighty deeds^ but as one who taught 
the most powerful truUis, in a strain of captivating 
eloquence, llie lyeareis of our Lord were not made 
up of the ignorant and credulous part of the com- 
munity, though even the simplest capacities wece far* 
from being overlooked in his ministry ; but the ex- 
pounders of the jasv, and the appointed instructors of 
the people, came from various quarters to scrutinize 
his ceiuluct and to examine his doctrine. In this 
assembly .of rigid inquirers the ** powder of the Lord 
w'as present in a remarkable manner, for the healing 
of diseases but while these men enjoyed the fullest 
opportunity of impiovement, their hearts remained 
^Anchanged by the doctrkies which they heard and the 
blessings which they saw. Ajs. a contrast to their 
f4. • 
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callous dispositions and obstinate infidelity, an in- 
stance occurred which served to shoyj^tbe power of 
faith in minds little prepared by study, but convinced 
of the Divine goodness from the testimony of ex- 
perience, and resolved to make a trial of it without 
troubling themselves about questions of difficulty, or 
delaying the execution of their design put of respect 
to the opinions of the world. Among other afflicted 
objects who sought the compassion of the Redeemer 
at Capernaum, w'as one that bad lost the use of his 
limbs ; and this breathing corpse, as he might pro- 
perly enough be called, was so totally divested of all 
motion, that his friends were obliged to carry him on 
a couch ; but finding no entrance by the door, they 
did not on that account give up^ the case as hope- 
less, or consider themselves ps having done all tW 
duty required of them. Spme would bavO su^ested 
the propriety of waiting for a more convenient sea- 
son ; others; the indecorum of forciii| their way into 
the presence of a sitiraiiger,wit that trine engaged in 
an important ' discourse ; while aUOtber; perhaps, 
might have very reasonably recomniended the more 
easy mode of sending a messenger to Jesus, with an 
affecting statement of the poor creature-s ihiseiy. 
But these benevolent men were too ardent in the 
cause of humanity to listen to any such proposals; 
and fearful that delay might be fatal to the object of 
Itbeir solicitude, they bad recourse to ati extraordinary 
measure, which was no less than that of convej-ing 
,their sick brother and his couch, by the steps which 
led outside of the house to the roof,^ and then letting 
Uie patient down through the opening into the in- 
terior, placing him directly in th'e presence of Jesus.. 
'Li llis act of faith,' which may truly be said ta have 
worked by love, seems to have come before pur 
Lord at tlie very moment when be was engaged iii 
explainiiig to his fastidious auditors the^doctrSne of 
salvation by a Mediator in opposition to their re-/ 
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liance, for justification^ upon an ouh^’ard conformity 
to the law. That such was the nature of this con- 
ference, may 1be gathered from the language made 
use of in thf cure of the .paralytic: Jesus seeing 
their faith, said pnto the sick of tlie palsy, Son, be of 
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee#” The re- 
mission of sins had not, to appearance, any coiii- 
nexion with tlie remedy of the evil under which the 
man laboured, nor was it imm^iatcly followed by 
the restoration of health to the cripple. The deflar- 
ation, therefore, was intended to confirm \yhat had 
before been advanced, and to prove that the same 
power which was now employed in removing the 
temporal maladies of mankind, was that alone by 
which the sinner can obtain life to his soul. The 
Pharisees, however, were shocked at the high as- 
sumption of One whom they reg^ded as no more 
than a mortal, and thus they reasoned, or rather 
murmured, in their hearts : ** Why doth this pc rson 
speak blasplienues ? who can forgive sins but God, 
only These reasoners judgcid rightly enough, tliat 
as sill is an oftence against Infinite Holiness, the 
pardon of^ it belongs only to the Deity ; and that no 
creature, however !p.ure or exulted, cun assert Unit 
prerogative without doing injury to the Divine attri- 
butes. But when our Saviour gave bis hearers this 
occasion to wonder at the boldness of liis pretensions, 
he fully proved his autlunity to absolve siiineis, by 
exposing the malignant thoughts of the Scribes, and 
instantly coniniatidiiig the paralytic to rise ii}> and 
walk. Thus the divinity of Jc^us was made evident- 
by his omniscience, in searching the hearts of men, 
and confirming the trutli of his w^ord by an act liiilo 
short of a resurrection from the dead. It is true, 
many miracles bad l>ecn wrought in former ages, by 
a Divine, commission, but those of our Saviour 
vrere^f a higher nature, and performed by his own ab- 
f olyte will ; uniting the salvation of the soul w ilh the 
r 5 . • 
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restoration of the bodily faculties. This was more 
than wliat any of the prophets had presumed to do ; 
and therefore the Pharisees could not endure that 
. One, whose origin and connexions w^re known^ 
should lay claim to a distinction which raised him 
above Moses, and clothed him with the majesty of 
the Most High. The evil which prevailed in their 
hearts was that of infidelity, proceeding from their 
narrow prejudices, and refusing to acknow|ege the 
Sou of God when he condescended to give them 
every evidence of his exalted character and essential 
divinity. The reasoning of these men was therefore 
turned effectually to their own condemnation ; for 
Jesus proved his right to the privilege which he main- 
tained, by commanding the sick of the palsy to 
take up his bed and go to bis house.” 'I'liis was 
done for the con(usioi!i of the gainsayers, and to 
comfort believers with thj assurance, that the Sou 
of Mali hath power cii earth to forgive sins.” Such 
was the declaration of our Lord himself, when he 
rebuked his opponeiit^i, and sent the paralytic home, 
rejoicing more in his spii iuiai than in his bodily cure. 
The case of this distressed object affords an affecting 
picture of human nature in its fallen state, corrupt 
in all its faculties, having only the lineaments of its 
original creation, but utterly incapable of walking 
before God, till the judgment of sin is turned away, 
and its moral powers are invigorated by Divine 
grace to pursue that course which leads the redeemed 
home to their Father’s house. Such was the defiled 
and helpless condition of mankind when the Son of 
God came into the world, that he might drsfroy the 
works of the devil, and bring in everlasting righte- 
ousness for those who were dead in trespasses and 
sins. They who have been made partakers of this 
redemption, will discover their zeal for the Di- 
vine glory, by compassionating the wretched state 
of their fellow-creatures, and by. endeavouring to^ 
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relieve them from their spiritual bondage^ as the 
friends of the paralytic showed their faith and aifec* 
tion in his behalt^ even when all appearances seemed^ 
to be combined against thenc ; for this is the great 
criterion to try the sincerity of our Christian prin- 
ciples, according to the rule laid down by the Spirit 
We know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren ; he that lovetb 
not his brother abideth in death/’ 1 John, iii. 14. 


SEPTEMBER THE THIRTIETH. 

THE ISSUE OF BLOOD. 

Malt. ix. ^2.2,— But Jesus turned him ahout^ and' 
tchen he saw her^ he said. Daughter y be of good 
eomfovty thy faith hath made thee whole. And 
the woman teas made whole from that hour. 

This is one of those miraculous cures in which' 
great efficacy is ascribed to the power of faith by the 
Divine Person, who restored health to the sick, 
strength to the lame, and sight to the blind. By 
this virtue is to be understood not a naked assent to 
credible testimony, much less the operation of an 
eager imagination, which believes without inquiry,^ 
and takes things upon trust, merely because the> are 
agfeeable to its feelings and conformable to its ap- 
prehensions. 'I’hc objects of our Lord’s kindness 
and commendation were peisiiaded that he was able 
to relieve all who came unto him ; and that no case, 
how^ever hopeless in appearance and distressing to 
the afflicted, was beyond the reach of his sovereign 
grace, lliey knew that men in high authority, and 
who w>ere venerated for their superior wisdom and 
sanctity, looked iq>oi] him with contempt, and^ 
treated him as an impostor. They were also aware> 



1432 THE ISSUE OF BLOOD. 

that to acknowlege him to be the Messiah was such 
an offence to the ruling powers, tis subjiected those 
who made that eonfession to the sjsiitence of exconi- 
nmnication, with all its ^dreadful consequences. 
Notwithstanding these obstacles, w^e ; find many 
afflicted creatures setting aside ail doubt of success 
and fear of trouble, to lay themselves and their suf* 
ferings before the Redeemer. Instead of considering 
their particular misery as too obstinate for recovery, 
or being alarmed by the terrors of excommunication, 
these children of sorrow were fully assured of the 
divinity of Jesus, and therefore they came to him in 
an implicit reliance upon bis goodness, without being 
awed by the influence *of ihe great, or affected by 
the opinion of the world. Thus also must every one 
that is sensible of the evil of sin, and who knows 
that without an infinite atonement it must end in 
eternal de^^db, apply tathe Redeemer, with an entire 
dependeticc upon his inercy and a full confidence in 
his powet fi^ve all who come unto God by him. 
When afe^‘ thoroughly brought to a sense of our 
defiled condition md .its dreadful consequences, the 
fear of men will cease to have any effect upon our 
minds, and no idea of temporal danger will binder 
us from adopting the only course that is left for our 
recovery. Like the woman in the Gospel, we shall 
be the more anxious to' obtam an interest iii the 
*great salvation, which is treasured op in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe, when we reflect upon tfie 
length of time that has ^en wasted in unprofitable 
pursuits, and upon the numerous disappointments 
experienced by us. in our search after happiness. 
This afflicted object had laboured twelve years under 
a distressing malady, for the removal of which she 
had expended all her substance tlipoh physicians ; but 
instead of deriving any benefit from their prescriptions, 
she grew worse ; and, indeed, considering the jtiature 
of the complaint, her continuance Under it for so 
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long a space was of itself little short of miraculous. 
I->ere there was a striking repr^entation of the great 
body of the Gentile worlds who had the form of life» 
but werp utterly destitute of the power of it ; and 
among all the variety of systems' which divided the 
opinions of men, not one w^as found that could give 
any ease to the burthened conscience/ or open the 
prospect of unmoftality. But here was also a still 
more affecting picture of every simier, whose corn 
science being roused by his miserable condition/ seeks 
for rest and iindeth none, from the tyranny of re- 
flection ; while a perception of the flux of life brings 
with it every hour new apprehensions of the terrors 
of eternity. To all who are in such a state, theT 
conduct of this woman affords a lesson of instruc- 
tion; and the Jblessing which she niet with is an en- 
couragement for' them to follow the footsteps of the 
Saviour in the path of holy duty ; waiting upon him 
ill his ordinances, and endeavouring to obtain from 
him an answer of peace, that through him they are 
the children of God* Tliis poor enfeebled creature^ 
was hot to be diverted from her purpose by the 
reflection, that our Lord was then engaged in another 
benevolent missioii; nor did the pressure of the 
crowd alarm her fears, and prevent her from going 
after him with all the strength which she could exert ; 
for thus she reasoned with herself, Though I have 
no chance of staying him in his progress, of engaging* 
Ilk attention to my deplorable case, yet if 1 can 
but touch the hein of his garment I shall be made 
whole/’ Leaving, therefore, the idle and the curi- 
ous to their own eager observation and desire of 
beholding new miracles, ibis patient believer was 
content to move slowly onwards, with her eyes con- 
tinually directed to Jesus, and her mind occupied by 
the consideration of her own necessities. In 
same spirit of humility and perseverance will all 
«true penitents, who have in themselves the sentence 
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of condemnation on account of their iniquities^ ** foI« . 
low the Lamb whithersoever he goeth,” knowing that 
he is the way, and the truth, and the life/' These 
enlightened ones do not run hastily to show their 
zeal, nor do they stop to hear the opinions of others 
upon a matter which is of infinite moment to their 
own welfare ; much less are they to be deterred by 
the fashion of the world, or disheartened by the 
delay which Divine Wisdom may judge fitting to 
permit for the trial of their faith and the excn ise of 
their patience. They go on stedfastly, though in 
much Weakness, and with the fixed resolution of 
submittihg themselves entirely to the dispensation of 
Him whose will is perfect righteousness, and whose 
promise is our surest rule, Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and i will give you 
rest.” lyiatt. xi. The w^oman, on being healed, 
did not retire silently from the place, but when 
Jesus turned about and said, Who touched me ?” 

came forward, and, falling at his f( ct, acknow- 
ledged what she had done and the beia fit which she 
had rectivtd. In making this inquiry, which ap- 
peared ver} extraordinary to the disciples, onr Lord 
intended to conf no the cure that hud been wrought, 
to set forth this instance of piety as an example 
worthy of imitation, and above all to show v.hat it 
Ideally w^as that had drawn this virtue from his per- 
son. Daughter,” said the benevolent Redeemer, 
thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace, and be 
whole of thy plague.” Mark, v. 3 L This w'ondor- 
ful effect, therefore, was not owing to any peculiar 
property in body, which communicated its occult 
qualities to In- garments, for many win* had a fire- 
ciueiit and near access to his person still continued in 
tneir disordered ««iaie, because they wanted the prin- 
ciple which induced ibis wretclu'd object to leave her 
dwelling, for the purpose of caiJiug herself wholly 
upon the power and goodness of the Saviour. Tims ' 
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Aere are still multitudes who appear as the followers 
of Christ in the commuiiiion of his church, and yet 
neither their tempers nor their maimers are per* 
ceptibly affected by the connexion, for this obvious 
reason., because they have not . been convinced of 
their sin and misery, but, fancying themselves capable 
of meriting the Divine favour by their morality, they 
despise that righteousness which is of faith. Not so 
the real penitent, who feeling the malignity of his 
disease, and knowing bis utter inability to perform 
what is good and acceptable in the sight of God, 
abandons every thing else to hear Him who came 
to seek and to save those who were lost am} having 
found him in liis word and ordinances, continues to 
wait with all humility and diligence for the pardon of 
sin and the influence of grace ; being guided in all 
circumstances by that w^hich animated the mind of 
the Apostle : me to live is Christ,' and to die is 

gain.” Philip, i. 21. 


OCTOBER THE FIRST. 

INFIDELITY OF THE JEWS. 

Matt. ix. S5.-— Jesm went about all the cities 
and villages^ teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom ; and heaU 
ing evety sickness, and every disease, among the 
people. 

Considering the miglity works performed by our 
I^rd, the purity of his life, and his unparalleled 
eloquence, the liberality of his disposition, and his 
unwearied exertions in doing good, it certainly must 
seem very strange to the reader of his eventful his* 
tory, that so extraordinary a person should have been 
rejected by the people to whom he ministered, and 
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who at this very period were , in expectation of the 
promised Messiah. It is a matter worthy of inquiry 
how men, with the volume of the law and the pro- 
phets in their hands, and such convincing evidence 
before their eyes, could refuse to acknowlege the 
divine mission of Christ, though the excellence of 
his character and the benevolent nature of his mar* 
vellous actions drew from them this confession, 
** He hath clone all things well ; he maketh both the 
deaf to bear and the dumb to speak.’* Murk, vii. 3?. 
'ITiis very chapter, wliich contains the relation of the 
most stupendous deeds, far surpassing any that are 
recorded to have been wrought by the ancient mes- 
sengers of God, presents us also with an explanation 
of the causes why Jesus was not received by those who 
heard his doctrine and witnessed bis miracles. Of 
die crowds that continually gathered around him, the 
&r greater part were actuated by no better motive 
than an idle spirit of curiosity, rcseinbling that of. the 
i\theiiians, whose desirct to hear and see something 
new, gave them a ^proverbial distinction among their 
neighbours. The Jews who follo\ved our I^rd 
were very eager to behold some fresh display of his 
power ; but when the sign was over, they contented 
themselves with expressing their astonishment iu the 
vulgar language of comp^rison, ratlier than that of 
inquiry and improvement. It was never so seen in 
^’Jsrac;^,” said these stupid w'ondercrs ; and with that 
exclamation their admiration ceased, till the occur- 
rence of some other novelty attracted their notice and 
funiisbed matter of conversation. These very per- 
sons had observed maladies so obstinate as to lje 
incurable by natural means, removed instantaneously . 
by a secret virtue proceeding from the Redeemer ; , 
they also knew that be had raised the dead to life,, 
while the watchers and other, attendants treated him 
with indecent ridicule for presuming to give an en - 
couraging promise to the ii lends of the deceased « 
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they had besides seen two'blitid men restored to sights 
in answer to their profession of faith in Jesus as the 
Son of God, though these objects of his compassion 
could not have the testimony of their own senses for 
the trut];i which they believed and finally, our 
Lord had just shown his absolute authority .over all 
the orders of crated ihtelligencie, by delivering an 
unhappy young 'man' from the tyrannical fury of an 
evil spirit. Such ' were the signs exhibited to this 
corrupt generation;, and yet the more they were mul- 
tiplied, and the higher they rose in dignity, they had 
no other effect upon the. mass of the people than that 
of strengthening their narrow prejudices in favour of 
a temporal deliverer, and the establishment of a 
^lendid monareby^ It was in vain that this Divine 
Teacher preached the Gospel of the kingdom,” to 
minds so deeply lost to all thkt was truly great and 
sublimis in the mystery of godliness, as to make the 
promise of universal smvation an instrument to foster 
amUtion, and those carnal views which are equally 
adverse to the dictates of morality and the principles 
of religion. The Jewish nation adhered with in- 
flexible ardour to the notion, that the magnificent 
things spoken of ^in their Sacred Books concerning 
the reign of the M^iah, 'were to be realized in a 
literal sense ; that Jerusalem was to be the praise of 
all the earth under his government, and that the con- 
quests to be gained by this Prince, were wholly in- 
tended for the permanent security of the seed of Jacob 
in their paternal land. With such contracted senti- 
ments as these, it cannot at Ell be surprizing tliat the 
people ran hastily to behold the miracles of Jesus, 
since the mere rumour of such wonders would natu- 
rally rous^ their attention and quicken their hopes of 
a speedy deliverance from the Roman yoke. 

But when they found that all the discourses of this 
esAraordinary Person tended to destroy their glitter- 
ing prospects, by directing the thoughts of men to 
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spiritual enjoyments, and enjoining for that purpose 
the mortification of carnal desires, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of lite, the miracles wfaidi Had 
excited so much notice were no longer remembered 
with Teneration. When the doctrines of Jesus were 
found to be subversive of that popular delusion 
which was common to all classy of men in that 
state, neither the purity of his character, the dis- 
interested generosity of bis conduct, nor the super- 
natural deeds which he continually wrought for the 
relief of the afilicted, cduld lay a restraint upon the 
tongue of malice, or move the nation to a sense of 
gratitude. So long as they had any hopes that he 
would promote their wishes in tlm restoration of 
Israel to a state of independepcQ, so long did the 
multitude Tollow him gladly, and extol his works ; 
but the continued poverty in which he chose to dwell, 
his determined rejection of all schemes of grandeur, 
and the favour which he showed to those who were 
despised and hated by his countrymen, lowered him 
in the public esteem to such a degree, that even his 
miracles were at length disregarded, because bis 
doctrine was ofiehsive. Hence we find that the 
root of infidelity lies in the vicious propensities of the 
human heart ; and till these are purged away by 
repentance; any absurdity will be respected or false- 
hood believed, rather than the tttilb, >vhich requires 
the ^subjugation of the passions and an entire con- 
formity to die will of God. The Pharisees, whose 
hypocrisy and craft equalled their pride and bigotry, 
preserved an artful silence with respect to the stu- 
pendous cures performed by our liOrd, because the 
rctnovai obstinate diseases and the restoration of 
life could neither be denied nor accounted for by any 
natuial causes ; but when the same power was mani- 
fested in the relief of persons possessed by evil spirits, 
these cunning deceivers contrived to mislead 
wondering multitude by saying, He casteih out 
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devils through Beelzebub, the prince of the devils.” 
It is of little moment M'hether these men actually 
believed what they asserted, nor is the confidence 
placed in them by the people any excuse for their 
credulity. The conduct of the rulers proceeded 
from the most malevolent motives, and an inveterate 
hatred to the person of One whose doctrine tended 
to subvert their traditions and inventions ; while they 
who suffered themselves lo be so blinded were hardly 
less culpable than their deceivers, for resisting the' 
evidence of their senses and the plain dictates of 
reason, in compliance with the arbitrary judgment 
of an interested party. Neither the One nor the 
other took any fMuns to search the Scriptures, for 
the purpose of asceitaii^ng the real character of the 
Messiah, and of discovering whether the things 
which they heard ^d saw corresponded with what 
had been predicted of the kingdom of God. Instead 
of pursuing this rational course, when the Pharisees 
found that our Lord's doctrine overturned their 
errors, they resolved to destroy his credit with the 
people, who were the more easily disposed to slight 
this Divine Teacher, because the kingdom announced 
by him was totally different from that which they had 
painted in their own imaginations. What was thus 
exhibited in Judea is common to every age ; for men 
who cannot endure that truth which is contrary to 
their notions and habits, will very readily embrace 
any falsehood, or attend to any subterfuge, to get rid 
of its influence. With all their boasted pretensions 
to freedom of sentiment, none are so much ihe slaves 
of prejudice as intidels, who either make their own 
self-will the rule of ail things, or implicitly adopt 
auch opinions as tend to flatter the pride of their 
understandings. While they affect to despise all 
articles of faith, and are' indiguaiit against Divine 
revelation, they are at the same timiS the most cre^ 
dulous of mortals, and will admit *auy delusion of 
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the imagination, provided it furnishes a plausible 
pretext for rcjectuig the light of the Gospel. “ Take 
heed therefore, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
God.” Heb. iu. 12 . 


OCTOJJER THE SECOND. 

THE MISSION OF THE APOSTLES. 

Matt. X. \,-^And tehen he had called unto him his 
twelve disciples, he gave them power against un- 
clean ^irits to east them out, end to heal all man- 
ner oj tiekness and all manner disease. 

Notwithstanding the infidelity which distin- 
guished the Jewish rulers, and the body of the people 
who suffered themselves to be deceived by their mis- 
representations, there were not wanting some who 
gladly heard the joyful sound of salvation, and believed 
in Jesus as the promised Messiah. But these holy 
souls, who in much sincerity waited.for the consola- 
tion of Israel, were mixed in various ifirections with a 
multitude of sceptics and 'libertines ; men who were 
iudifiierent to all religion, or particularly adverse to 
die Gospel on account of its^ Opposition to their, 
vices. Thus Judea, "in the time of our Saviour, was 
an exact picture of the world, where the great mass 
of mankind, w'ith all thehr pretensions to. superior 
wisdom, and affected admiration of virtue, are under 
the influence of pride and prejudice ; loving dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.” 
John, iii. 19. Still in the midst of this corruption 
there are a few chosen ones who look for redemption 
with anxious desire, and are willing to receive it in 
the simplicity of dmii; hearts, to fellow the Saviour 
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In the path of righteousness, and to enter into his 
kingdom upon the conditions of faith and repentance. 
But tiie number of these believers is comparatively 
small, and like the shaking of the prophetic olive* 
tree, there vrill be found in the gi^theriiig season only 
two or: three berries in the top of the uppermost 
bough; four or five in the utmost fruitful branches 
thereof.” Is. xvii. 6. Yet whether there are signs of 
an abundant increase or hot, the care of the labourer 
must continue unrelaxed, and the prayers of the 
faithful be incessant in the behalf of the churcli, that 
her borders may be enlarged and her children multi- 
plied. Our Lord hath said, that many are called, 
but few are chosen and if this was the case in the 
day of his:persoiml ministration, it will unavoidably 
be the same in every age, till the appointed time 
shall arrive when tlie Divine messengers will separate 
the tares from the wheat. The Gospel, however, in 
the mean time must be preached to all indiscrimi- 
nately, and the effects of it left to the wisdom and 
goodness of the Lord of the vineyard, whose spirit 
will sanctify the work, though to appearance it is so 
ineffectual as to be, even in the judgment of those 
employed, littte better than labour in vaiu. The 
great Head of the Church, who .was acquainted w ith 
the secret devotions of Nathanael under the fig-tree, 
knew perfectly what would be the result of his -own 
preaching and that of bis diifciples. As he had the 
])ower of distinguishing the humble and honest hearted 
from the bigots and the libertines of that generation, 
he miglit^ if it bad so pleased him, have addrcsscil 
the offer of grace to those only who he knew would 
receive it with meekness and bring fortli the fruits of 
holiness. But, like the sun, which shiiieth equally 
upon the just and the unjust, h& wbnt about con- 
tinually doing good, and iinpard^'the tidings of 
eteftial fii!e to all descriptiofuH^ pei%cm8 ; tlms setting 
an example of indefarigntiip diUgencce and perfect 

3 
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love to all his followers^ while at tlie same time he 
gave an evident proof that liis redemption is free for 
the acceptance of every one who will hear the word 
of truth with qandour, and comply wiA its terms. 
Tliere are two circumstances in the history of our 
Lord’s ministry which call for particular attention, 
as they show the necessity of temj^rin^ zeal with 
prudence, and of conducting the Christian life, in 
all respects, according to the rules laid down in his 
w^ord and recommended by hb practice. Though he 
had the Spirit beyond measure, and was entrusted 
witli no less an undertaking than that of enlightening 
and saving the world, he passed many years in ob- 
scurity, and in the exercise of a laborious occupation, 
before he came fordi in the character of a public 
reformer. In like manner his disciples were kept a 
considerable time in constant attendance upon their 
Master’s person, that they might profit by his teach** 
ing and be edified by his example, before they re- 
ceived a commission to perform miracles and to 
preach the Gospel of the kingdom i not only so, but 
even then, when the harvest was great' and the la- 
bourers were few, be selected twelve only out of the 
body of his disciples to be bis co-operators in the 
work of the ministry, and for the superintendence of 
the church ; thereby fixing a system of order which 
no private tetiever bas any right tp violate, whatever 
ixn^ be bis abilities or however fervent may be his 
piety. To lead a quiet life in all godliness and ho- 
nesty, is the limited duty of every Christian who has 
not been regularly called and a{^intcd to the oftice 
of public instruction by the .Divine Householder; 
according to the precepts and forms which be has 
established for the government of his community* 
The church of God is a society filly framed, und 
regularly constituled willi settled laws and proper 
administrators, who are accountable for their iHa- 
uagement in that capacity to Him from whom they 
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derive their aiilhoiiiy. The ministerial acts are not 
the less valid because die men Wlin perform them are 
in other respetts unworthv of contidence ; for in the 
small number onj^inally set apart with extraordinary 
powers to contiriii ibe . .lessage vibich they delivered, 
one of them bad a devii. (iur Lord knew, from die 
beginning who would betray him, yet this did not 
hinder him from conferring the apostolical qualifica- 
tions upon the traitor; consequently the miracles 
which Judas wrought, and the doctrines which he 
preached, were not affected by the baseness of bis 
disposition, though he was a thief and had the b^, 
and bare what was put therein/’ John, xii. 6 . Froni 
this Jitstance we learn that it is unlaw*fiil to create a 
schism 111 the church, by breaking the bond of Chris- 
tian union, oir accouiit'^^e {lersonal imperfections 
of our teachers, or wimihe specious pretence of 
seeking. for greater edification under men of superior 
eloquence and holiness. In the appointment of the 
Apostles no ihstinctioii was at all made, either with 
regard to their talents or their virtues ; but as they 
were all alike invested witli the gift of minifies, so a 
general blessing w us promised to those who received 
either of them in liis appropriate character, as the 
messenger of the Messiah. Whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold 
water only in the nacneof a disciple, verily 1 say unto 
you, he sliall in no wise lose hU reward.” 

Our Jjord had just before told them that they 
should meet with a large share of that persecution 
which had be<^n experienced so abuodaiitly by him- 
self ; and he laid an injunction upon Uiem to avoid 
even the appearance of worldly-mkidedness, tiiat they 
might not give llie enemy an advantage against them, 
nor ofieiid believers by their irregularity. But then 
he comforted them by the promise, that in all their 
dffiirullies Ills Spirit would guide and support them, 
That the prise of their high colling was a crown of 
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righteousness, snd that he " who endured to the end 
should be saved.” lliough the course wbich they 
had to pursue was most tryii^, ■perplaod'ilril^ cares 
and filled with trouble, yet the end oi it vMllrto''be 
marked with gloiy and happiness,' the See^j^jy ‘of 
their own salvation if they p e r a e dapd in 

their Master’s cause, and- the cuttAltf of dosing 
the knowlege of his redempdoit'tb'aO genetations: 
as he said upon another occanotl, Verily, verily, 1 
say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rrioice : wd ye' 'Shall be oorro^l^ bnt 
your sorrow mall be turned int^joy.” John, xvL 30. 

OCTOBER 

THE WItoVs son mB&TOBED. 

Luke, vii. IS^^JttdKhen iht‘l 4 K^jam'her had 
compatsioH ok hety and htid'iMo ker, Weep fN>f;' 

Xhb miaadesof our Savmr uphne all cakidated to 
serve the purposes* of snond and relqpous iustittctaon 
in cveiy age, while th^ alTorded indubitable proofs 
of his Divinity .to those who fadieid them.' lliey 
were not mere dazzling instanees of wonderful jtuow- 
lege aifd prodi^pons power, escil&ii the asti^^sbment 
of the generation in wlotdi tbegr'wcre, wroc^t, and 
furnishing matter of curious speOulatioifto succoring 
times. But these supernatural act! were displayed 
for the removal pf evil and tite comfort of the 
afflicted, the coitecdon of error dlpd the promotion of 
righteousness.' Wherever he cante,thd 
tress moved his- compassion, and be wjis lUadjr to 
wite away the tears of the mourner, even without 
solicttiaion or delay. He passed not tlio ipporWnd 
hdpl«M with an excu^ of urgent business,' ^M^tbe 
promise of attending to their miseiy in a hour of 
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f)iit he hiii4iy etopped tei ^faear f]ieir com- 
plaiiife, |o (»t:y tIMr wd, coi^ttiop/.tfK poor Eomda* 
tioii iiitp W^^hoioms, aiid 'even to offer ifaem hie 
m%hty-^ irl^lit,tbey -weie tfaemaelm.l^ grief 
ai}d 4ep|d.fo bc^' The Redeemer did noitaend forth. 
Bieaiitfflitm to hiaBppcoadi uidto proclaim 

his g^nKtiow intendoos, in the market-placeii and the 
sym^oguest. dmt a crowd of gaang spectators might' 
be assembled^ to witness hb marvellous deeds and 
amazing condescension. love flowed spontane- . 
ouslyi'^^nd svito no other aim fban dut of hcwi^ die 
brokebrhearted, dif^^eUingihe.gtoom of sorrow, and 
sending-home thoM. r^ich^ who came , out ip de- 
spair. A^remarkaifle in^nee of thb kind occurred 
soon after the appointment of the Apostles to their 
hudt idficai toK, at wo: learn hrpm the preceding 
history, ** it came to |iat8, when J^us had made an 
end (» commanding hu twelve disciples, he departed 
thence to teach and to preach in dwir cities from- 
which it u.endentfliat our pird accompai^ the 
perrons whom he had chosen as h}s aseutants, at die 
tnhustry, and thus became the 
inspecKw of their conduct and thou dWector in diffl- 
cultiea, ■ • s . . - • 

Oh' coming to Jlam, which lay acm to Mount 
Tabw, ' U' mw a aich ply tpectacfe prss^ted itself to 
theb vwwj aod^iljlb^alim Am entrance into die 
place was for aomii, tine veflltdeih It was a crowded 
procession, .cooristihfl of aU the nqieCtabie inbabit- 
ants, attending the bod^ of a man cwrried on an open 
bier tor -interment hi: the ue^hbooi^ cemeteiy. 
'Xhu, was a> proof that, the' deOsased borne, a 

rept^AtoiAiaracter among hb frilbW-ddamu; but 
there were some peculiar circumstances in - An cesOr 
which accounted for the geueral sympathy, and for- 
duajsst marb'of estoem to die inemory of u dewr^ 
'Thw body now slowly remdvhq' to the. 
•res^lkcte of m<hiality wats -that of a,young man, cut . 

VOL. III. G 
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' off ill the. flower' of his dajs, ancl> Rjhat was iDOire 
affecting, in the exercise of filial du|;y, mid raost 
protobly of public usefulness. ^To render the death of 
this pious youth more distressu^ in the circle of his' 
friends, he was an only son ; and that the tdiapax of 
woe might reach the height of suffering, his mother 
was a widow.” Here the feeling mind turns from 
the clay-cold corpw and the departed spirit, from 
the chasm made in society and the honourable friend- 
ship of the people of Nain, to mix its sorrow with 
^t of 'the chief mourner, who has been deprived of 
her last earthly comfort, and perhaps of her principal 
support in the evemi^ of life.. cHot whatever might 
be the worldly condition (ff t^^oman, nmther the 
kind attentions of numerooe .ic^aintance, nor the 
possession of wealth, could repmr tfie breaches which 
bad been made ih' her enjoyments and prospects. 
When her husband was taken away, she could turn 
with food regard to the opening powers and pleasing 
endearmmits of her child, being relieved from the 

E -essure of her late calamity by the anticipation of 
cssings to come. Time, no doubt, had mellowed 
down the sense of; her former loss into a gratefitl 
remembrance, as *all her expectations became re- 
alized ill the mentpl improvement and affectionate 
behaviour of her only child. Heavy and dreadful 
then, beyond cmiception, - musk)^ ^n. that stroke 
which deprived fliis uioth^ in of the single 

prop upon which she relied fbr temporal aid in the 
lew and evil days of her painful pilgrimage. Instead 
of having her own eyes closed by the hand of . filial 
tenderness, and being followed by a train of dc- 
scenthints. to the tomb of her husband, diis afflicted 
widow was compelled to witness the seal of ^th 
tipon the cotmtenance of her beloved offspring, and 
to m^ure her steps slowly after the bearer#. oC his 
remains to the sepulchre of h'is fathers. , 
might this daughter of affliction weep as the moVed* 



TUB WlDoVs SOK BESTOBBD. 147 

onwah^ to the ^'houw appointed for .idf Ihrin^;'* 
and th^; who could behold w inournful scene with- 
out drOj^i^ ’the ' tear of ^mpathy, must have been 
aUko Idienswle to the feelings of humanity and the 
sentidkmBi of 'religion. We are reqtiired to " rejoice 
witlf dion who rejoice, and to weep widi those who 
weep;*’ die junction of which precepts teaches us 
that it is not enou^ to commiserate widi our afflicted 
brethren, but that we must also endravour, as far as 
lies in our power, to turn their sorrow into joy. Thus 
when our blessed Redeemer met the funeral pro- 
cessibn at the gat|M^«^ Nain, and beheld the distress 
of the widow, ^ hadf^s^mp^on on her| but his 
phy was not i4anife8ted''in expre^ons of kindness 
and exhoitadonaW relij^dhs aunmission ; nor did he 
talk to the pow wdfflan &>ot ^ ineviuible lot of mor- 
tality, the btnvity of life, and the duty of resignation 
to tm will of Providoice. Leaving such considera- 
tions to the calmer season of reflection, when the 
mind should be iii a fit state to hear and apply the 
lesson of wisdom, Jesus drew near and said, “ Weep 
not,” His first concern was to suspend the ebullition 
of grief,'by attracting the dionghts of die mourner to 
another object; and without waiting to give an ex- 
planation of bU intentions, he touchM die bier, which 
occasioned ^ bearers and atten^nts, who were 
struck with tSe gracious, ivords and mmestic apjicar- 
ance of die stiinga', tb stand sdll. Ulie pause of 
expectation was solemn, but it was short ; for that 
Word which nw light to dm universe, was heard 
with equal effe^^ the r^on of death, Young 
man, I sajr imto mee, arise.’* ' Tiiis command was 
no ^ndr issued than it was obeyed ; and the body, 
which just before lay pallid and lifmess, emaciated 
by skknesS and disposed to putrescence, regained its 
wontt^ health and activity ; " He tint was dead mt 
Up, ^ ^ Jesiis delivered him 

to his motner.” The departed sfnrit not oidy fe- 
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turned to its former tenement, but with such a 
plete reunion of functfons as indicated fin - entm 
restoration of mental enei)^ and '^rpoi^. .vigour. 
So peifoct was.- die mirade, that it resemblM, the 
ridi^ of a person from his deep, tsiher thin the 
resurreqdon o.f .one who bad passed dirOU|^ the 
ngonies of dissolution ; for the young man ntroke .at 
the voice of the Saviour, sat up' wifoout any assist* 
fince, began to .converse with his friends, and On 
StepfMng from the bier was presented to bis asto* 
nisned, overpowered, and rejoic^ parent In this 
tesMbing scene we have a li;ydy picture of the 
awakened soul, raised from dm ueitb of sin to new* 
ness of life ; and instead 6f lying t^ess, or being 
consigned to utter darkness, callra. by grace to the 
proper exercise of its rational famiiitiea, and enabled 
to walk before God irt die* way. of? ri^teousness. 
Here also V^e baye a representabon mat eventful 
period, for .whjjch we dfoyld liife in daily pi^aration, 
when “ all that' are in dieir graves mall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and shall come forth ; they 
that have done good, unto -the resnrrecdon of life, 
and they that have d^ne evil, unto the resurrection 
of danmatioa.” Jobn^ v. S8, 89. 


OCTOBRIt T^E VmBm. 

THE MESSAGE OF JOHN.. 

Matt xi; Q.'^JSlessed is he, fsha/kver shali ssot be 
fended in met 

jPEBSETOTioN is die lot of the ^hteoiu,' because 
their prindpljM .end pursuits bang different from the 
mamms and enstoms of tjbe world, they botoi^e, in 
cowmpiMioe,' dbjects ofiraloiisy and dislike in ^l^ee, 
mho l^ve. omdier ihe cowage to shklie mg di^ own 
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en^rs, nor the sincerity to admire the virtues of 
.mhers. i Even voluntaiy povc^, and's life of seclu-* 
«on)f'!!f»^.die<nenificient to secure the character of 
the obloquy, and their i^rsoDS.fi’om con- 

temj^'^rfor «vrherer the wicked cahoot contaminate 
t^y '^1 injure, and those who endeavour to shun 
their hocie^ must mcpect to be treated as the enemies 
of die liherty of man, , because refuse to shm-e 
in his licentiousness. .. llie humility of the Baptist 
exposed him to the hatred of the, Pharisees, and the 
rigid austority of his manners brought upon him the 
charge of hypocrisy. • But- their- aomice could go no 
farther than calump B * ; for die people vdSo witnessed 
the upr^t deportiM^ipf John^ . and knew the sim- 
^icity of his tmujp^^ regarded him as a prophet. 
Lust and rerei^e^- however, cimtrived to ^ect what 
bigotry and niperstitiba could not dare to attempt ; 
and the holy man, for his integri^ in rebuking Herod 
on account of his adulterous connexion wkh the wife 
oit bis brother, was thrown into prisoq. There the 
forerunner of the Messiah beard of the nnghty works 
which were performed by Jesus of Nazareth ; upon 
whicb’he srat twq of hk disciples -to the extraor- 
dinary Person, concerning whom such vtonders were 
reported, with this message, . ** -Art thoii he that 
should com^ ^ another ?” Con- 

siderhig.tbe mj^mptestinnbny btme by Jolin to th; 
Diwne oTigiti Redeemer, iit seems rather un- 

accountable that he should now have entertained any 
doubts upon the subject of our Lord's mission. Thk 
supposeA tncon^stency has driven some commentators 
to hypodimU for un'Cxpli<»ition of die diflicuUy, by 
reprinting the questiph of ^ fiaptktas intended 
to settle the nunds of his followers, and to brii^ 
diem acquainted u'ith Him who had the words of 
etermil'ltte. But';if the design of John had been no 
ntore thaii ^ to, , elver up the doubta of his discijples, he 
would .baf^y have srint them wMi an inquiry Which 
o 3 
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Strongly expressed liis own inquietude and anxiety 
upon a matter of the highest importance ; nor wouto 
our Lord| if he had so understo^ the ipessage of his 
precursor^ have concluded his reply wtth^ language, 
tliQ only plain interpretation of whiqh is that of 
gentle reproof for the weakness of faith. We are to 
jyiewihe Baptist as the chosen messenger of God, 
endued with ail the knowlege and powers necessary 
for the service to which he was appointed ; but these 
were limited, and combined with tlie common in* 
tirmities of human nature. In some respects thb 
minister of righteousness was much inferior to the dis* 
ciples of. Christ; for we read not of any miracles 
performed by him, nor had he. the gift of the Spirit 
in the measure which was imparted to them, as a 
necessary qualification for the preaching of the 
Gospel to men of all nations. More, then, could not 
be expected from the forerunner of our Lord than 
from his immediate attendants ; and as it is certain 
that these persons, notwithstanding . die advantages 
which they enjoved and the powers which they 
possessed, continued almost to the end of their 
Masters life lo cherish the hope that he would 
es^biisli the independence of Israel, it is, not sur- 
prising that John, iu prispn, should feel some con- 
cern at bfing neglected. We read of the abcient 
prophet»<, that they- were occasionally so impatient 
under, dieir own troubles as to blend their private 
feelings with the denunciations of the Divine judg- 
ments ; it is tlierefore no just ground of wonder, 
that this faithful servant of the Most High 
should find it diftiL'iilt to recoqjcile bis dUpisil condU 
tiuii with the magnificent descriptions of the Mes- 
8iah^s kingdom, 'riioii^h the minds of those who 
were called to declare the secret purposes of God 
could not err, with respect to the matters whiqh they 
were commissioned , to proclaim, yet in ell other . 
things they were subject to the common infirmities of 
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litiinan nature. The great prophet whom the Baptist 
resembled, distkiguished sis he was by zeal and for- 
titude^ when he stood opposed to a vindictive 
monarchy a numerous body of idolatrous priests, and 
an host of armed men, was yet terrified by the#inglc 
menace of an irritated woman, to avoid whose malice 
lie fled into the wilderness. '^Therc the word of the 
Tx>rd came to the timid Elijah, and recalled him to 
his duty, by the information that there were seven 
thousand believers in Israel who had not bowed the 
knee to Baal; and thus, also, in answer to the 
question of the Baptist, the Saviour condescended to 
refer to bis works, as the proper evidence of his 
Divine authority, concluding with, this mild but ex- 
pressive remonstrance, Blessed is he whosoever 
Miall not be offended in me.” This answer, which 
the disciples were directed to deliver to their master, 
was a manifest censure of his conduct, in -finding 
fault with One of whom he had wTtnessed such great 
things, and of w hose miracles he bad llicoiitrovertible 
proofs. Yet John was offended because he was 
suffered to languish in prison, instead of being em- 
ployed in a distinguished manner, ' as became the 
herald of tlie Lord, and appointed to usher iti the 
kingdom of righteousness. That he hud been in- 
formed of the commission granted to the i\postles, 
and the extraordinai^ powers with which it was aq- 
compaiiied, can hardly be doubted, since soinek of his 
early followers were among tlie number. I'liis very 
circumstance, therefore, would naturally contribute 
to increase tlie iiiieasiiiess of John, and render bun 
dissatisfied m^bis present condition. He prf»bably 
thought it hard that one w^ho had endured so much 
preparatory trouble, and who bad borne the heat and 
burthen of the day, should meet with no mark of 
favour from the bfessed Jesus, when persons of in* 
forlpr character were so bighlj^ exalted. But the 
offence of John did not lie. in hi^ impatience aihl the 



15^ THE MESSAGE OF JOHN. 

disquietude of his spifFt under confinement ; for the 
\\ eakness of our nature is such| , that Divine good* 
ness, while it periniis affliction to eontinue for our 
good, pities rather than blames the sorrowful heatt 
and^the murmuring tongue. That the pious man 
should be uneasy in his dungeon, was excusable ; and 
that he should be desirous of being employed in the 
great work of salvation, was commendable ; but he 
was wrong in forming a gloomy opinion of Him 
w bo owed to no man an account of his ways. The 
Baptist did not rightly consider the nature of hi^ own 
particular office, as a messenger and ambassador, which 
of course must cease when the principal appears ; uor 
had he any just notions of tliat redemption which our 
Lord came into the world to accomplish by his death 
and resurrection. ^Hiis w^as as yet a profound mys* 
teiy, of which even the bearers of (he Gospel mes- 
sage were ignorant ; for it was not till a considerable 
time after this that Jesus began to show unto Iris 
disciples ho vu that be must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders, and chief priests, 
and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the 
third day.'' Matt. xvi. 21. On bearing (bis, Peter 
took so much offence as to rebuke his Mas^r, be- 
cause he could not reconcile the dismal prospect here 
exhibited with his splendid ideas of the glory of the 
^lessiah*s kingdom. Tire error of John was of a 
similar nature; and as it showed the want of a 
proper confV)] mity of liis will to the dispensation of 
grace, the Saviour, who did not think proper to give 
the reason why distress and persecution were ne- 
cessary to prepare the estabiishmen^ of his throne, 
contented himself with appealing to his works as the 
evidence of bis authority ; and requiring of all be- 
lievers an entire acquiescence in the wisdom of bis 
designs and the rectitude of his actions, though by 
their attachment to him they were obliged to live ih^ 
poverty and to die in prison. ** What I do/' saith' 
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he to every murmuriDg disciple, thou knowest not 
now, but thou shalt\no\v hereafter.’^ John, xiii. 1\ 


OCTOBER THE FIFTH. 

THE PENITENT WOMAN. 

Luke, vii. 4t7j^Her sins, which are manj/y are 
forgiven, for she loved much ; but to whom little 
kjorgiven, the same loveth little. 

In the answer returned by our blessed Lord to the 
impatient inquiry of the Baptist, it was mentioned, 
among other evidences of bis authority as the Son of 
God, that the poor had the Gospel preached 
unto them llie persons here described as enjoying 
the high distinction of hearing the word of life im* 
mediately from the Saviour, were not mean and 
abject in outward circumstances, though even to such 
the offer of grace was freely imparted, but those 
who are elsewhere characterized by the Divine 
Teacher as ** being poor in spirit.” So far from 
having, like the Pharisees, proud notions of their 
moral tvortbiness, or forming vain expectations of 
temporal grandeur, in the kingdom of the Messiah, 
tliese humble souls freely acknowleged their sinful- 
ness, and ciuiie.to Jesus for relief under the burtfaesi 
of an afnictecT conscience. It is not a little retnark- 
able that the chief of these believers, who openly 
professed their reliance upon the merits and power of 
the Redeemer jfor the healing of their moral diseases, 
were of that sex whose general timidity of ^sposition 
and seclusion from |K>puIar assemblies, might seem 
to have excused a different line of conduct. Yet 
while the learned, who were conversant in the pro- 
'bhiedc Scriptures, rejected Christ on account of his 
birth and poverty, and while the AposU^ themselves 
c5‘ 
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were looking eagerly , for the establishment of ati 
earthly monarchy ; a few feeble women bad more re- 
fined ideasf of the kingdom of heaven^ and came to 
the Saviour, not for wealth and splendour; but for 
tlie remission of their sins. An instanibe of this 
occurred in the house of Simon the PIferisee, who 
being desirous of hearing our LordV doctrine and of 
observing his deportment, gave him an apparently 
courteous invitation to dinner. But that the motive 
of this man was rather to gratify his curiosity than to 
show his esteem for Jesus, is evident from his be- 
haviour, which^ however, hospitable it might seem, 
was deficient in the ordinary forms of respect paid in 
that country to guests of distinction. The 'Feacher of 
Righteousness, however, did not reject the solicit- 
ation of those who courted his company, though he 
knew the pride of their hearts and the malignity of 
tlieir intentions. It was his rule to become all 
things to all men,^ in the proper sense of urbanity ; 
and therefore he declined no opportunity of doing 
good, though the prhiciples of the persons who 
. sought bis acquaintance were evil, and their iuduce- 
meiits ostentatious. In this, also, be showed no less 
prudence than benevolence ; for by refusing to accept 
the invitations of those who stood in high repute on 
account of their supposed wisdom and sanctity, some 
colour would have been afforded to that invidious 
charge, ** Behold, he is the friend (or assbciate) of 
publicans and sinners/* But' by clieerfiilly comply- 
ing with the overtures of the rigid ceremonialists, he 
gave them ample room to judge of his conversation, 
and either to profit by his discourses, or to report 
what they had heard ^to those in authority. 'Ihus 
our blessed Saviour neither shrunk from inquiiy nor 
assumed a severe austerity of manneis, calculated to 
provoke the resentment of men in power. He was 
always willing to receive the petitions of the wretched, ' 
whatever might be their character and condition, and 
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he was also ever ready to meet the advances of those 
who expressed a wish to enjoy bis company for the sake 
of his instructions. While be was at the table of this 
opulent I^bariseci a woman of the city, well known 
for the irr4liilarity of her past life, entered the room, 
and stood behind the couch on which Jesus lay l e- 
clined, in the posture used by the people of the East 
at their rheals. We have no account of any miracle 
having been wrought for this person ; and yet siich 
was her gratitude for some great blessing which she 
had experienced, that she provided a vase of precious 
perfume, with full purpose to pour it upon the head 
of her Benefactor. But as she stood leaning in fixed 
attention to his gracious words, the remembrance of 
her former state,, and die prospect of mercy which 
his Gospel opened to her view, gave such force to 
the conflicting passions of sorrow and joy, that her 
soul was overpowered, and her tears flowed down 
copiously upon bis naked feet, which she wiped with 
the hair of her head* As if she had been fearful of 
having given offence to one whom she intended to 
honour, this true penitent took the unctuous mixture, 
which she had so carefully prepared, and applied it 
Co his feet, which were perhaps pained by her scald* 
ing fears and swollen with the fat^ue of going about 
to do good. I'be action of the woman was minutely 
watcheti by the master of the house ; but instead of 
exciting his admiration at the change which bad taken 
place in the conduct of a person notorious for her 
levity, or raising his opinion of the wotidertul 
Teacher, whose preaching had wrought so great a 
reformatioii, the man beheld the scene with ttiiugled 
feelings of resentment .and contempt, l^at an opm 
sinner should presume to pollute his dwelling with 
her presence, was intolerable ; but it was still more 
uncountable, that onewbo had the reputation of 
oetug the Messenger of God should allow so vile a 
creature to take these liberties with lus person. Ail 

G 6 
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this pass^ in the mind of Simon, who having 
weighed the case according to the arbitrary decisions 
of his narrow sect, whi^h 'ailbwcd no place for re- 
pentance to such persons, he very sagaciously con- 
cluded, that vrhatever might be the powers or the 
talents of Jesus, he certainly could be no prophet, 
otherwise he would have known that this Woman was 
a sinner. Though our Lord accurately marked the 
revolving thoughts of the Pharisee, he did not directly 
tax him with the want of justice and charity, but had 
recourse* to his usual mode of conveying instruction 
by a parable of two debtors who owed different sums' 
to the same creditor, yet received from him an equal 
discharge. Simon, on being asked which of these 
two would feci the warmest love for so generous a 
benefactor, readily allowed that be who had received 
the greatest favour was the most likely to express 
the strongest sense of gratitude. In making this 
acknowlegement he was not aware that he con* 
demned bis own want of liberality, and gave a power* 
ful testimony in behalf of the poor creature who 
was the object of his censure. But Jesus completed 
the application by stating explicitly the ' treatment 
which he had met with from this formal professor of 
religion, compared with that of one whose course 
of life seemed to show that she had lost all sense of 
virtue. The word of salvation, which the proud 
«and lordly Pharisees rejected, because in their judg- 
ment* they needed it not, was heard with gladness by 
the poor and the destitute, who, conscious of their 
spiritual wants and defiled nature, were filled with 
joy at the offer of ai free pardon ; and knowing 
that they had no righteousness of their own, ac- 
cepted with thankful hearts the mercy of the Re- 
deemer. This woman is a picture of eveiy believ- 
ing soul, when awakend from the lethargy and volup- 
tuousness of sin to a consciousness of its pollution 
and danger; from the folly of sensual pleasure to the 
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tipprelieiibion of a judgment to come. No dread of. 
the World’s reproaches can prevent such from follow-' 
ing the Saviour ; and all who feel the burthen of 
guilt upon their minds, and who are sensible that from 
him they can hope for deliverance, will, like 
this, humble convert, show the depth of their con- 
trition and , the sincerity of their repentance. Thus 
they will receive the inexpressible joy uhich re- 
sulteth from that peace which passetb ail uuderstand- 
ing, because it is sealed by the assurance of the fop- 
giveness of their sins through the merits of Him, 
whose grace working effectually in their hearts, makes 
them continually labouring, while they are in this 
vale of tears and imperfection, to purify themselves 
even as he is pare.” 1 John, iii. 3. 


OCTOBER THE SIXTH. 

THE FOOL OF BETHESPA. 

John, V. angel went do\tn at a certain sea- 

son into the pool, and troubled the water: who- 
soever then first f qfler the troubling of the water, 
stepped in, was made whole of whatsoever disease 
he had. 

It is to; be lamented that errors in religion should 
have multiplied through the indiscreet zeal of those 
who have attempted to explain the difficulties of 
Scif^pture on ordinary principles, and to account for 
miraciiious events by means which, though not perhaps 
of common occurrence, are yet within the compass 
of hitman probability. Thus the most mysterious 
truths concerning the Divine essence and operations, 
w'bich infinitely abovl^ the comprehension of the 
, iiiiniUn1nteIlect,have been ptesumptimusly represented 
as nothing more than idiomatlcal expressions, and me- 
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taphorical descriptions; setting forth, in a peculiar 
style of elevated composition, the goodness of God 
towards mankind, and the dignity of Christ as the 
messenger of his will. But if such interpretations 
be admitted, the authority of revelation will be 
lessened, since the language in which it is conveyed 
cannot be relied upon, and the unlettered reader will 
be led to inquire wdiy that which is a universal lule 
should in any instance have been so raised above the 
subject, by artificial ehgance, as to mislead the un* 
derstandiiig which it was intended to inform ? It is 
derogatory to tlie Divine wisdom to suppose that 
there was any necessity for accoiiunodating truths, 
which concern all men alike, to the capacities of 
particular persons ; for except the bare relation of 
facts, which required of course au exact attention to 
local usages, xhvre was nothing in the history of 
deniptioii but what might be properly stated in terms 
level to the understanding of every man, in every age 
and ciiihe. The circumstances which excite our 
notice and inquiry, were equally marvellous and uii** 
accountable to those wiio witnessed them ; but as the 
most imelligent observers of that day bad not the 
effroiUery to call in question what was seen by thou- 
sands as well as themselves, so they did not venture 
to assign any natund causes for the marvellous inci- 
dents which they beheld. In this respect modern 
criticism has gone far beyond the infidelity of the 
Sadducees and the malignity of the Pharisees ; for it 
seems, that had the properties of nature been as well 
known in those times as they are at present, many 
thiii|;s, which in the Scriptures are ascribed ex- 
clusively to the Divine agency, would have been 
found nothing more than the powerful effects pro- 
duced by the action of material substances u)H>n each 
other, and proving of ^aiiative virtue in particular 
diseases. We have a remarkable instance of tlii^ 
convenient mode* of illustrating the Sacred Uisloryi 
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in the scientific explications that have been given of 
the miraculous cures wrought, only at a certain 
season and in a very singular way, at the pool or bath 
of Bethesda. Though this had long been a plaoe of 
public resort for ablution and recreation, yet it does 
not appear that the water was famous for its me- 
dicinal powers till the time of our Lord’s coming ; 
and even then, the people who came to receive its 
benefit were sensible that the blessing was miraculous 
and limited. Had they merely imagined that at the 
return of a certain period some extraordinary qualities 
were in) parted to the water, they would not have 
taken up the strange idea, that tliese qualities could 
be efficacious only to one patient at a time. To 
whatever extravagant length superstition might have 
carried the efficacy of a first immersion, the afflicted, 
who were groaning with pain and came from a dis- 
tance, would hardly have returned home without 
trying whether some relief might not be obtained, 
though a perfect cure was not to be expected. If, 
as some think, the water derived its virtue from th^ 
blood of the sacrifices offered at die great yearly feast, 
or, as others more iiiiilosophicaliy account for it, from 
the operation of mineral particles stirred up and set 
in motion by the rains, in either case it is .impos- 
sible to explain why one person alone should be 
healed by the agitation, or how so vast an assembly 
of patients could entertain such a belief, W'hen all of 
tliem were anxious to get rid. of their maladies. But 
the evangelical historian gives a sufficient reason for 
both, ' to those who will submit reason to faith, by 
expressly affirming, that durii^ the particular season 
of which he is speaking, an angel came down at 
stated intervals and troubled the water ; the conse- 
quence of which was, that the person who first 
entered the bath was immediately freed from his 
j^mplaint. The sacred writer says, that there was 
no other virtue in the water than what it derived from 
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the action, of the angel ; and this is described as a 
personal, though hot visible descent^ with circum* 
stances which plainly indicated the operation of the 
celj^tial visitant upon the Hement, lii what way the 
miraculous virtue given to this particular water was 
discovered, is beside our purpose to consider ; but 
the itilirm people w^ere well acquainted with tlie 
limes when it happened, and the sign by which to 
know that it was effected. This singular display of 
the Divine mercy was made to the Jewish nation at 
one particular season, for the purpose of directing 
the genera] attention to the great salvation then about 
to be accomplished ; and had they not been sunk in a 
state of sensual indulgence and lethargic formality, 
they would have discerned both tlie sign and its ob- 
ject in the prophetic Scriptures ; for thus, among 
others, it was foretold by Zechariah, In that 
day,” corresponding with die certain season” of 
the Evangelist, In that day there shall be a 
fountain opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and- for unclean- 
ness.” Cb. xiii. 1. I'he day here mentioned was 
that of tlie Messiah, which bad. all the cbarac-^ 
teristics stated in the predictive picture, not only 
ill a spiritual but even in a literal sense ; and thus 
when the Saviour came to renew human nature, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness by the shed- 
ding of his blood once for all, a sign was given of it, 
in the miraculous virtue imparted for a season to the 
water of Bethesda. While the sick and their friends 
crowded the porticoes that surrounded the bath, 
Jesus himself came by^ and observing one miserable 
object, who had been thirty-eight years a cripple, 
he compassionately said, ** Wjit thou be made 
whole?” The question was apparently needless, for 
the wish of this poor man was easily to be inferred 
from his situation; but our blessed Lord intended* in 
this, as in othcrjnstanc^,'; to^boW that his grace, to 
be effectual, must be' received by a willing and 
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humble mind* It is plain that this enfeebled crea^ 
ture was far advanced in life^ and it is equally clear 
that his condition was' very wretched, since he had 
not one friend to help him down into the bath. Yet 
we do not find that be was envious of those who 
were more fortunate than himself, or that, he felt any 
resentment at the uncharitable neglect of his country- 
men. But though he was utterly helpless, and could 
have little or no prospect of success where he had 
so many powerful competitors, still be would not 
depart from the place which afforded a chance of 
recovery. This remarkable instance of perseverance 
is an encouragement of the afflicted under the darkest 
visitations of Providence; teaching them to wait 
upon the Lord in his own ordinances, and according 
to the course which he has appointed, with patience 
and diligence ; for in the language of prophecy, the 
promise, or vision, is for an appointed time, but 
at the end it shall speak, and not lie ; though it 
tarry, wait for it ; because it will surely come : it 
will not tarry.” Hab. ii. 5 . When the emaciated 
and destitute cripple had finished bis simple story, 
that Being who gave a momentary benefit to the 
waters, commanded him to rise, take up his couch 
and walk.” The man did as he was directed ; for the 
muscles W'hich had been rigid so many years, in- 
stantaneously regained their elasticity, the limbs be- 
pme active, and ail the bddily functions assumed 
their usual courses. But it was the Sabbath-day; 
and that which ought to have drawn from all who 
witnessed this stupendous change songs of praise to 
the Lord of the Sabbath, served only to increase the 
infidelity of the Jewish rulers, who censured the man 
for cariying his bed, and sought to put Jesus to 
death for vi6l2\^ing their construction of the law. 'Fhis 
disregard of miracles may by some be considered 
,uS a ^ proof that the design of them was frustrated ; 
but in reality these striking wonders .had a more ex- 
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tensive object than that of yielding benefit to particu- 
lar persons, or of converting the generation among 
\vhoin they were wrought. It was expressly foretold 
that the signs of the Messiah’s coming 'would be 
neglected by those who saw them, but that the rejec- 
tion of his Gospel should be the means of spreading 
the knowiege of his salvation among all nations ;M'or 
thus saith the prophet, after describing this miracu- 
lous sign of the death of Christ and the dissolution of 
the Jewish state, It shall be in that day, that living 
waters sliall go out from Jerusalem ; half of them 
toward the former sea, and half of them toward the 
hinder sea : in summer and in winter it shall be. 
i\nd the Lord shall be king over all the earth : in 
that day shall there be one Lord, and his name 
one.” Zech. xiv. 8, 9, 


OCTOBER THE SEVENTH. 

THE SABBATH SANCTIFIED. 

Mark, ill 4.— it lanfttl to do good on the sabbath 
days, or to do evil'? to save life, or to destroy 
ii‘f 

All hypocrisy is intolerant, because they who place 
religion in mere, words and forms, which may be 
learnt and practised without improving the heart or 
regulating the conduct, will naturally contemn those 
who prefer ‘‘judgment,- mercy, and faith,” to dis- 
tinctions, which at the most have no more than' a 
significant value as the representatives of higher 
blessings. Among the institutions which the Divine wis- 
dom ordained from tlie beginning fur the comfort and 
edification of man, that of appropriating one day in 
seven as a season of rest and devotion, was a striking 
instance of benevolence ; for while it elevated the 
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initic) to a superior state of intellectual enjojment^ 
the precept taught that the only acceptable way of 
serving the Almighty is iu the exercise of love and 
charity to his creatures. Yet, such^is the folly of 
human nature, when it attempts to refine what God 
hath appointed, the Pharisees, instead of regarding 
the ordinance as a law of liberty, made it a yoke of 
bondage by the supcrinduction of frivolous rules and 
arbitrary exactions. But like all the rest of their 
explications and additions to the written word, tlie 
rigorous construction of the cominandincnt respecting 
the sabbath, did not proceed from any real design to 
promote morality or to extend the benefits of revela- 
tion ; for these proud zealots looked upon tlie body 
of the people with contempt, and w'ere more anxious 
for the reputation of their own traditions than for the 
authority of the Scriptures. It is true, they had the 
appearance of godliness, but it was nothing more 
than parade to gain admiration ; for, as* our Lord 
observed, They did all their works to be seen of 
men therefore we find this Divine Teacher taking 
every opportunity to oppose their principles and to 
condemn their practices. Though he w'as ever ready 
to assist Ahose who supplicated his favour, yet on the 
seventh day he seems to have laboured with greater 
assiduity than at other times, and to have sought out 
objects of distress with peculiar diligence, that he 
might bestow his healing viiiue upon them. Tliis 
custom of his was so well known to the stem ex- 
positors of the Mosaic institute, that they w'atched 
him at that season with great attention ; and while 
they made a scruple of performing those deeds of 
mercy whjeh are most agreeable to God, they felt 
not the slightest compuuction in doing those of the 
devil. Hence they who would not stir out of the 
to save a fellow-creature from perishing, could 
Readily obtrude themselves into the company of 
Jc«us as he w-alfced in the fields, where the harmless 
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-action of his disciples in plucking the ears of com to 
gratify a craving appetite^ gave such offence to these 
grave professors;, that they turned it intoti matter of 
accusation agahist the Saviour^ as if be' encouraged 
his followers in doing vi'hat was unlawful. Dur 
Lord, in reply, justi^ed the act, by referring to the 
history of David, who in his, necessities obtained the 
bread of the presence from the tabernacle, and con- 
cluding w’ith this important remark, The sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the sabbath.’* 
Of this admirable maxim, which applies to all the 
forms of religion, by stating their original and define 
ing their objects, tln^ Divine Author gave an illus- 
trious exemplification, either on the same sabbath or 
the next, by showing, even in the synagogue, that 
tiie proper work of that day was mercy rather than 
sacrifice, llie. holiness of times and places is re*- 
lative and subordinate to moral duty, the neglect of 
which is » not to be palliated by the plea of con- 
formity to positive institutions. Our blessed Lord 
was distinguished by his punctual regard to both ; 
for as he never omitted any opportunity of showing 
his good will to man, so he reverenced all the or- 
dinances of God, and never failed in his attendance 
upon the public servi<^ of religion. To unaffected 
humility and perfect Ipiety, were added inflexible 
firmness and an ardei|f zeal, tliat scorned to tem- 
porize with folly or* td^fiatter prejudice. When he 
saw d man in the sy^gogue, with a withered and con- 
tracted hand, thou^ w knewr that the Pharisees were 
then narrowly observing his looks, to discover whether 
he would presume to work a miracle in that place on 
the Sabbath-day ; yet he was neither to be deterred from 
doing what was right by their authority, nor would 
he delay the performance till another day, out of fear 
of their vengeance. Some persons might have 
thought that the lapse of a few hours was of ht||| 
consequence in. a matter which was far from being 
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urgent, and that prudence p^ould have been well 
consulted by a little compliance with a leading party, 
who were decorous in their manners though narrow 
in their sentiments. But the sepse^ of duty was 
superior to all' other considerations io the mind of 
Him who came to do the will of God, and to set a 
perfect example to all believers. In the present 
case there were two things that required the imme^ 
diate atteution of one whose business was to reform 
abuse and to aid the afflicted ; to destroy supersti* 
tion, and restore human nature to its. spiritual free- 
dom. As, therefore, the Pharisees by their cor- 
ruptions had debased religion, it was proper to ex- 
pose their error, and tliat publicly, on the very day 
which was so grossly perverted by them, from its 
primitive design of joy and gratitude, to the observa- 
tion of burthensome usages and rigid restrictions* 
Xhe decrepit object, whose band was become useless 
by nmsailar contraction, presented an apt emblem 
of tlie state to which man was reduced by the fall, 
and his utter inability to fulfill the law of righteous- 
ness till his will should be renewed and his faculties 
be iiivigcwat^id. No attachment to the community of 
Israel, or respect for the Mosaic economy, could be 
suffered to impede the execution of that glorious 
design which the Lord of the^abbath came into tlie 
world to accomplish, for the Redemption of mankind* 
Though he was sensible that his adversaries were 
watching to turn his miracles mto a charge against 
him ; yet fearless of the dangd^, he called upon the 
cripple to stand up in the midst of the assembly ; 
ahd after remonstrating with the arrogant doctors on 
their inconsistency, he restored the decayed member 
to perfect ^ctivity, leaving the bigotted observers to 
bro^ over their malice and to plot bis destruction, 
l^rom this history we learn that the forms of religion 
of no value where the spirit is wanting ; and that 
v^ien the coinai&ndmeQt of God is peremptory, no 
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regard to expediency or plea of worldly prudence 
will be admitted as aii excuse for disobedience or an 
apology for procrastins^Hon. Our Saviour might 
have bleated this man in his own housCi or on any 
other day of the week ; but he rather chose to dis- 
play his power in the synagogue, and on the sabbath- 
day, to show that the law of charity is of eternal 
obligation, and paramount to all ordinances and in- 
stitutions. When an opportunity to do good occurs, 
it must be embraced w’ithoiit liesitati n, lest tlic 
season should pass away, and ^^ave noming behind 
it but the painful reflection of liavin^r )^g!cctcd our 
duty, while the power of pcrforinanco depende 1 
upon the resolution. Let us theo ohd( avour '» :> imi- 
tate the Redeemer, whose whole life las Je^.oted to 
the OLiiefit of mankind, and who i ade tliis c mi • 
stant rule of his conduct, I wo V the works 
of rJi... that sent me while it day* ;!ie night 
Cometh when nt man can work/’ John, 


OCTOBER Till: pJGlYVLl. 

THE UNPARDONABIE SIN. 

Matt. xii. 32. — Whosoever speaketk against the 
Holy Ghostj it shall wot he forgiven him^ neither 
in this worldf neither in the morld to come. 

It may appear strange that so benevolent a system as 
that of the Gospel, which holds out the promise of 
universal redemption, and calls upon all sinners to 
accept the offer of mercy, should declare any offence 
unpardonable. Yet we find our Lord pronouncing 
the decree that there is such a sin, and affirming that 
it is without a remedy in this world, or hope in ^the 
next. In whatever sense this ISst assertion is to be 
understood, whether of two dispensations under the 
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Messiah, before tlie resignation of his mediatorial 
kingdom, or of the present and future life of man ; 
thus much is obvious from the sentence^ jtbat it con- 
tains the excision of some objects from His grace, 
who hath said, ** He that cometh unto me 1 will in 
no w'ise cast out.” John, vi. 37* The importance 
of the subject, therefore, has turned the attention of 
many to tie particular discussion of this transgress 
sioii ; but it is to be feared, that while the harsh de- 
cisions of have had the eifect of lacerating 

tender con.>i‘‘ences, by filling them with unreason- 
able ars ir:e liDii^;jd constructions of others have 
Tended h' weaken the influence v ^ Ich this warning 
was ;>iii.d lo have upon the minds of men in every 
* 1 .^ as that when the judgment was de- 
livered. Ill opt^^sition, then, to who have 

. ^ ^ins of infirmity mider the deiiomi- 

A.y.ion if nr oiediatje oJencej^, and those wlio sup- 
ir,. ibe gnilt 'vas peculiar to the day of our 
J.ords Miiiiisvy, it will be Mj<*per to examine the 
i' iiuiic’ tlia. the serious mind may be Kept 

•Vv>iii ot ' jjo- ifeiiCYj and the ’ ougiilless from pre- 
'Ufiipli T*. IhcjUid) tuo deciaratioii is general, and 
extends to ;»•] times, yet the exact rieauing can only 
be discovered by r:i attentive regard to the context, 
and the occasion on which the words were uttered. 
Accordingly we find that the Pharisees, who were 
the inveterate eneniies of Jesus, and determined at 
all hazards to prevent his being ackuowleged by the 
nation as the Mes^ah, became greatly alarmed at 
the agitation produced in the public mind by his 
miraculous cure of the deaf and dumb demoniac. 
So astonished were the people at his command over 
the powers of nature and the spirits of darkness, 
that they begun to reason upon these wonders, and to 
Investigate the character md origin of the Iverson 
who performed thef% saying to each otlier, Is not 
this the son of David T’ Had the. multitude been 
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left to their own observations, and suffered to pursue 
the train of thought which common sense pointed 
out to them ; it is not improbable but that their pre- 
judices against Christ, on account of his obscurity, 
would have beeti converted into an admiration of his^ 
virtues and a belief of his authority. The Pharisees 
wxre aware of this, and therefore they resolved to 
hinder the progress of inquiry by an infamous calumny, 
which though they did not credit themselves, yet 
tliey knew' that it was w^ell calculated to impose 
upon minds not habituated to the study of truth, or 
strong enough to shake off superstition. With un- 
blushing effrontery, these hypocrites, when they 
could not deny the miracles which Jesus wrought, 
attributed them to an infernal compact ; and though 
they had too much of the serpent’s cunning to believe 
what they had invented, yet with worse, if possible, 
than the serpent s malice, they endeavoured to pre- 
vent diat salvation from which they were themselves 
not excluded, till their own inflexible obduracy be- 
came the seal of condemnation. Their fraud, like 
that of the first seducer, prevailed ; and the infatuated 
nation, with the exception of a small and compa- 
ratively insignificant number, rejected Him who 
came possessed of the Holy Ghost without measure, 
and displaying the mighty works of God beyond 
all example. Now whatever excuse may be allowed 
for- the ostentatious vanity aud lazy indifference of 
the community at large, none can be found to palliate 
the injustice of their rulers, aud the wickedness of 
their teachers. These men knew that the Scriptures 
had described the Messiah as clothed with the very 
powers which shone forth in the actions of Jesus ; 
they were also sensible that bis coming was expected 
at diis time, and that man^ signs and wonders had 
in fact announced his approach. Yet when they 
actually saw and conversed with him, when th'^y 
beheld bis mirapies and heard his doctrine, neither 
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the proofs which lie gave of his having come from 
God, the humility of his disposition, nor the regit« 
larity of his conduct, could subdue tlie black ma- 
lignity of the Pharisees, or induce the Jewish coin- 
iTiiiiiity to lay aside their pride and imdiaritableness. 
Nay, what was worse, the zealots, who held an 
almost unlimited sway ovef thetnass of the people, 
went so far as to conspire with a political faction 
against the life of this holy Person, whose only 
offence was that of doing good and preaching riglile- 
ou.sness. It cannot be denied that this summary of 
crimes was most hideous, yet it falls short of the 
enormities committed by men who arrayed ihem- 
selves in the garb of sanctity, and afEseted to carry 
the observance of the law to pejrfectioii. But, ttc- 
cordiiig to the mercifiti declaration of our Lord, 
not all the sins of the I^iarisees, though terminating 
in his murder, would have shut them out of the 
covenant of grace if they had avoided one transgres- 
sion, to whidi even the benefit of his ^utoiieiiieiit 
could be applied. Many of liiis ver^ 'sect 
believed in Jesus, and some of them became bril- 
liant ornaments of bis church ; in the course of his 
iiiinistry he held familiar conversation with the prin- 
cipal men among them, and such was his tenderness, 
that his expiring breath was spent in prayer for Ins 
f^ersecutoi's. it is evidait, then, that neither die na- 
tion at large, nor the whole of this corrupt party, u;cre 
guilty of tliat particular sin which the highest aiilhoi ily 
has declared to be past all forgiveness ; iiccause 
our blessed Lord interceded fpr the one, and sehxtcd 
some eminent disciples from the other. This affords 
ample ground of comfortto all whose consciences write 
bitter things against tiiem ; for wliatever may have been 
their inicj^uities, 4ihe whole shall be cancelled by 
♦he application of the Redeemer’s merits to the 
bgiicving penitent. Still there is a sin unto death, 
of u'hich they were guilty, who, in defiance of every 
VOL. 111. H 
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evidence, attributed Uie works of Jesus to an itn« 
pure source, for tlie sole purpose ,of keeping the 
. people in darkness. The Holy Ghost is called the 
Spirit of Truth ; and as our Lord was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
enlighten the world by bis doctrine, he was inspired 
like the prophets, though in a hi^er despree, and 
endowed with more extraordinary powers. In charg- 
ing him, therefore, with frwd, the Jewuh teachers 
were guilty of lying against the Holy Ghost ; and 
the ascription of bis miracles to an infernal com- 
pact was blasphemy of the most atrocious kind, 
because it was not done under tlie influence of.tempt- 
ation, but with the design of extii^uishing that light 
which was revealed for the. salvation of men. Such 
was the offence of the^ li^arisees, who counteracted 
the preaching, of the Redeemer ; such was the sin of 
Judas, who betrayed his Master; and->8uch was the 
sin of Caia^dias, who adjudged the Messiah to be 
worthy of death; for all these Unhappy persons acted 
against the force of truth, and the conviction that no 
man could,do Uie works which Jesus unless God 
tfvere with him. Thus we ^ that the unpardonable 
guilt is not the mere resistance of the Spirit or the 
b^Unate madnesk of scepticism, but the union of 
these evils in a mind vvilfully determined to act 
against all ito convicrions, and resolved, as the 
empmniators of Jesus did,/' neither to enter the 
kmgdom of bea^, nor suffer oAiers to enter in.” 
Matt, xxiii. 13. It is however to .be hoped that 
such instances ot dqiiwvity are but rarely found, 
even in the midst of those cprru|>tions which strongly 
denote dial age of dtelining faith described by our 
Lord ; when, *' because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold.” M^. xxiv. 12. But 
as laxity of principle tends to destroy the reverence 
which man owes to his Maker, eveiy deviation froni 
moral and religious truth must be an approximatioa 
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to that state of desperate infidelity where the mind 
hovers incessantly in doubti and endeavours to find 
some relief by persuading others, that ** evil is good» 
and good evil ; putting darkness for light,. and light 
for darkness.^ Is. v. £0* Let us then be careful to 
bold fast our faith witfaont wavering ; and whatever 
be our errors or deficUndes, the w^kness of our 
hearts or the imperfection of our lives, we shall 
find this to guide us m the hour of reflection, and 
to support us iti the season of trouble, that the 
blood of Jesus Christ ciean^th us from all sin.’* 
1 John, i. 7- 


OCTOBER THE NIKTH. 

THE DAHGBR OF APOSTACY. 

Matt. 4S.^The last state of that nuin is xsorse 
than the Jirst* 

Tfioucii the design of the Son of God in coming 
into the world was to destroy the works of the devil, 
by bringing in a state of righteousness, which would 
ultimately triumph over the powers of darkness \ yet 
it was never intended to accomplish the gracious 
decree at once, or to remove the corruptions of ages, 
0 $ it were iii a moment: It MfRS indeed foretold, *on 
the introduction of evil into die world, tliat the 
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head ; 
but tins sentence neither implied the annihilatioh of 
the enemy, nor the' extinction of his formidable 
qualitimi. All that the promise assured w^as the 
subjugatiofi of the seducer, yet leaving him in the 
possession of his malignant disposition and mis* 
cbievous properties. AiT the economy of redemption 
is-’pnrely mohil, i| must be probaUdnaryyeishich it 
could not imssibly be, unless the mind has a freedom 
u 2 



17^ the yASCEil OF apostacy. 

of choice and the kiiowlege of a law, to render its 
conduct a proper subject of judicial investigation. 
But as man cannot be an accountable being v iihoiit 
the means of doing wrong; it is evident that his 
integrity must be submitted to some kind of trial, to 
produce even that satisfaction which is the reward of 
having overcome the solicitation to evil. Kow such 
temjHutions could not arise within himself, for in 
that case liis compliance with them would have been 
no more than u constitutional infirmity ; much h'ss 
ought they to be ascribed to his Maker, for that 
would be representing the Almighty as llie author 
of sin. Considering the number and magnitude of 
moral disorders which continually prevail in the 
world, we may well suppose that there are beings 
■of an unktK)wii nature, whose chief employ is to 
mislead the human understanding, and to pervert the 
will, for the purpose of rendering the deluded crea- 
tures wicked here and miserable hereafter. There 
is notliing more in this than what* may be found 
within the sphere of our own obsci valioii, where w'c 
see superiority of intellect frequently luiiled to 
pow ers w hich are constantly exercised in deceiving or 
oppressing mankintl. Now it certainly cannot be 
unrcdsoiiablc or uncinu itable to believe, that if these 
persons had a wilder rage and more extensive inform- 
ation, their inclination to do mischief would become 
mc^re veneinous in proportion to their knowlege .and 
capacity. Take a dark spirit . of this cast from its 
organized tenement, expand its faculties, arm it with 
new and dreadful powers to gratify its liLst and 
cruelty, enable it to penetrate the recesses of nature 
to multiply the engines of destruction, and give it, 
besides, a free and commanding access to the liuman 
sensory, where it may iiiAame the passions, and 
thus send forth man to ravage (jod’.s works in wantdii- 
uess, aiijJ to shed the blood tif the innocent wiilukut 
reniorilc. Pursuhig the same train of thought, the 
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mind will soon iigurc to itself an indescribable scene 
of horror from the ccimbination of a multitude, of 
such intelligences expatiating through the universe, 
and limited only by their fcju-s of the Deity. \\ lu;t 
thus may bo iniagiiied of the workers of iniquity, ii’ 
their powers' were a«r gigantic as their will is de- 
sperate, lias a trenieiidous reality in the activity and 
lualevoicnce of tliose spirits^ who kept not their first 
estate, or tliat principality* in which they were 
created, as an office of tiiist and dignity. It is said‘> 
indeed, that they are reserved in chains of darkness 
untill the great day ; but that rather dctiotes their 
limited and despairing condition, than any local coii- 
iincment ; and it is certain, that however great may 
have been their dc^adalion and misery, the perdi- 
tion that awaits them at a fntureseason is still moic 
fearful. In the mean time they are instrumental in 
proving the children of men ; for being lost to all 
sense of goodness, and utterly deprived of hope, they 
have no other pleasure than what consists in drawing 
men a^ide from the ways of virtue, and bringing 
them into the same state of condemnation with them- 
selves. At the time of our Lord’s personal ministry 
upon earth, they hud an unusual degree of influence^ 
and were permitted, no doubt for wise reasons, to 
exercise their, tyranny over many distressed objects in 
^sensible iiiannor, that the necessity of redemption 
might be more apparent, and the subjugation of the 
rebel leader more complete. Yet so perverse were 
the unbelieving Jews, that they attributed the ex- 
pulsion of demons to inagu;;il skill, and the Pha- 
risees, aftecling to slight this command over the evil 
spirits, required Jesus to give them assign from 
heaven. But this he judiciously refused to gnmt, 
because all his miracles were caUnilated for the bc- 
nelit of mankind, .and not to gratify an *idte curiosity^ 
VW to comply w ith the petulant hiuiioiir of iiifidels. 
Such w onders a^ these hypociitcs sought, it would 
n J 
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have been beneath His character to have exhibited, 
whose works were distinguished rather by their 
utility than their splendour, and carrying in their 
effects, as well as in the manner of performance, 
the evidences of divinity to every sincere inquirer. 
But though our Saviour treated the proposition of 
the Pharisees as it deserved, he assured the Jewish 
nation, that they should have one awful and con- 
vincing sign of his power, which W'ould be the pre- 
lude to their dereliction. The miraculous preserva- 
tion of Jonah in the bosom of the deep, and his 
deliverance from the jaws of destruction, afforded an 
expressive type of the death and resurrection of the 
Son of Man. With this sign the season of grace was 
to close upon that sinful and adulterous generation, 
w hose abuse of the Divine mercies was aggravated 
by the superior light which they possessed, and the 
wonders that had been wrought in their presence, 
'llie character aiid future eoMition of this people 
were then represented under the parabolical form of 
a person fre^ for a time from the dominion of an 
luiclean spirit; but for want of faith and humility, 
care and diligence, falling -again into the snares of 
the devil, and becomir^ by ii^delity and licentious- 
ness worse than at first. This description of an 
apostate nation, which was literally verified in their 
subsequent history, exactly corresponds with the 
stote of every man whose mind has been enlightened 
witll tbe knowlege of the truths and whose conduct 
has exhibited for a wdiile the show of reformation ; 
but by yielding to indolence or pleasure, he suffers 
the enemy of righteousness to gain the mastery of his 
passions, and thus he is* brought to practise, at last, 
all manner of iniquity with greediness. Now as the 
primaiy causes of apostacy are negligence, and an 
overw^ning confidence in ourselves^ an indifference 
to the means of ^race, and light notions of the ad« 
versary^s power, it behoves us to thbour diligently in 
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every good work, to >vatcli over our hearts with fixed 
attention and humility, to be instant in season and 
out of season in the . great business of eternal life, 
and, above all, to pray continually for the aid of the 
Uoiy Spirit, lest we enter into temptation.’* 


OCTOBER THE TENTH. 

THE PARAllOLlCAL SERMON. 

Matt. xiii. S^He spake many things unto them in 
parables. 

HThe mode of teaching adopted hy onr Saviour 
was so remarkable, that even his disciples could not 
help exprewing their surprize at die circumstance of 
his addressiw the multitudes in similitudes, rather 
than ui the pmm language of reproof and exhortation. 
The common reasons assigned for this practice are 
these, that it was the ordinary style of conveying 
instruction among the eastern moralists, and that it 
was particularly chosen by our Lord, to avoid giving 
unnecessary offence to the Jewish people and |heir 
leaders, bpecious, however, as all this may seem, 
the account and supposition are liable to some serious 
objections ; for the parabfes of Jesus are not only 
different from the apologues of the ancient fabulists,* 
but they have even acast of originality, that bears* little 
resemblance to the allegoric of the Old Testament. In 
the comparisons which diis Divine Teacher drew be* 
tween operations of nature and the dispensations 
of grace, the ways of the world and die course of 
Providence^ there is nothing obyiously fictitious, no 
intelligence attributed to inanimate bodies, nor the 
powers of reasoning and conversation ascribed to 
^beings incapable of reflection. That the delineation 
yf religious and philosophical truths under figurative 
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forms, atid in dramatic action, was of vfry early 
date and in general request, cannot be denied ; but 
the evangelical illustrations* have little of the fabulous 
character, and so far were they from being con- 
structed in accommodation to the prejudices of any 
set of men, that the f^barisces were in fact more 
exasperated by the parables of Jesus than by his 
direct reproa^es. This arose from the correct 
opinion which these acute, but perverse, bigots had 
of the narratives and allusions which our Lord beau- 
tifully introduced into most of hi^ discourses. 
These learned professors w’ere too well acquainted 
with the tropical language of prophecy not to per- 
ceive, that the similies which they heard were in-* 
teiMk^ to represent the state of the Jewish church, 
and^ point out a radical change in its polity and 
circumstance's. Though the Pharisees could not 
comprehend the meaning of the parabolical descrip- 
tions, they saw enough to convincis them that the 
whole were of a predictive character; but at the 
same time, while distant events were foretold, ex- 
isting evils were indicated as the proximate causes 
of the mighty revolution that was about to take 
place. Still it may bo made a matter of w'onder^ 
that a teacher so wise and benevolent as Jesus, 
who came to preach the Gospel to the poor, should 
speak to them in metajrborical language, and clothe 
iiis doctrines in an enigmatic dress. There was an 
apparent inconsistency in this, whidi perplexed even 
his disciples, till they were informtMl that the parables 
had a double object, being designed to impart moral 
instruction to the people, and ta treasure up Divine 
kiiowlege for the use of the church. These relations 
and allusions were well calculated to exoite a s)>irit 
of inquiry among all orders of persons at that 
time, and to lead the mind into a serious train of self- 
examination. Most of them taught some plain and. 
practical truths, for die improvement of the heart 
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and the regulation of the conduct, besides covering 
a mystic and prophetic sense ; so that even they \yho 
could not understand the spiritual interpretation and 
remote object of the parable^ were enabled by it to 
searcii their own hearts, to correct their errors, ami 
to follow holiness, without which no man can see the • 
Lord. The description of the husbandman going 
fui ih in the spring to sow his seed, is of this kind ; 
for while it displays the equity of the Divine ad- 
ministration in dispensing the word of life, it shows 
also the necessity of care and cultivation on the part 
qf those to whom that revelation comes; proving, by 
a \ery apposite analogy, that the gifts of grace, no 
more than those of nature, will be of any avail un- 
less ihey are cherished in a humble and honest heart. 
Thus much the most simple iiuderstantiing might 
have learned from this parable of the sower, at the 
time when it was delivered; but our jAud in his 
exposition went farther, and showed that this ima- 
gery prefigured the characters of all to whom the 
fJospi‘1 should come, by means of his servants. 
I'he disciples were warned against trusting to ap- 
pearances, or Judging of men by their professions, hut 
exhorted to labour with diligence, and to wait fur 
the effecls of their ministry with patience. To 
the same purpose the parable of the tares mixed 
with the wheat was intended to vindicate the ways of 
Ciod ill the moral creation, and to point the faith of* 
inuti to a season of just and equal retribution ; W hile 
the messengers of Christ were taught by it to unite 
charity with zeal in the government of the churcli, 
and to leave the punishment of error to Him who 
jiidgeth righteously. As these discourses recoin- 
inended faith and diligence to all men, and particu- 
larly to the persons who were selccte^ by die great 
Householder for the purpo.se of planting l\is vineyard ; 
^so the parable of the tree springiug up from a smali 
and insignificant seed, expressed hi the most lively man- 
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nor the certainty of God’s promised and the stability 
of his church. With the same View, the steady ope- 
ration of Divine wisdom;; in pi^eparmg and disposing 
the proper means for th8 accofnplisbmcnt of the- pro* 
pbecies, was set forth irt tile strong but hoiiiely etiii 
blcm of leaven, fermeiitih^ the mass of discordant 
materials, and bringing utility aiid beauty otit of ap- 
parent evil and confusion* But While' these para- 
bolical descriptions give us nn assurance, that tiie 
work of grace is going on exactly according to the 
original plan framed in the Eternal Miiici, by the 
means best adapted to the improvement of those who 
are the objects of it ; W'e are by the saUie authority 
warned of our duty, and inforined that in this life 
only can w^e secure an interest in that great salvation. 
Our Lord illustrated this by the parallel iilsWnces .of 
a man selling all his possessions to gain a held c6n* 
tainiug hidden treasure, and a merchant disposing of 
all his property to make the purchase of a jewel of 
inestimable worth. By these compafisoris we arc 
taught the necessity of sacriticin^ every pursuit and 
dependence tfigt may be inconsistent with the re- 
demption Wrought out for us by the death and re- 
surrection of Christ; the merits Of which constitute 
the pearl of great price, or the only liouree of |>€r- 
manent satisfaction in this life, and ^ pure felicity in 
the next. This course of symbolical instructioii was 
closed by -a particular address to the disciples in a 
figurative scene drawn from their wonted oCciipa- 
tion, and encouraging them to perseverance in the 
calling to which tiiey were now appointed, thongll 
the church about to be gathered by their ministry 
should be made up of a mixture of sincere believers 
and unprofitable 'professors; the pure in heart, de- 
spised by men, and the ostentatious liypocritcs who 
at the last day would be rejected by God. We see, 
^en, that these emblematic representutions were 
liropbetic descriptioos of what should occur in tha 
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formation of tho kingdom of heaven^ or the establish- 
ment of the church of Christ upon earth ; the cha* 
racters of its members^ the manner of its progress, 
and the. glory of its coqaummation. But though all 
who heard these discourses could not perceive the 
enlarged scope of them, they might have learnt from 
each the need of a better righteousness than that which 
was afforded by the law, or which could be disco- 
vered by the exertions of reason. Oiir Lord gave 
them these instructions to rouse their minds, and to 
exercise the faculties which God liad bestowed upon 
them, ill the search after truth ; but what he re<» 
quired of them, he still continues to enforce upon all 
U> whom his Gosoel is made known ; Take liecd 
therefore bow ye liear.’’ Luke, viii. 18. 


OCTOBER THE ELEVENTH. 

TUB DEATH OF JOHN. 

]Mbtt. xiv. \y2,^^At that time Herod the tetrarck 
luard of the fame of JestiSy and said unto his 
servantsy This is John the Baptist : he is risen 
J'rom the deady and therefore migfUif. works do 
show forth the/nselves in him% 

Such is the commanding force of conscience, tha^ 
neither die splendour of rank nor the accumulation of 
riches, the attracUons of pleasure nor the dogmas of 
philosophy, can Ward off its terrors or elude its ac- 
cusations.'. Of this we have a remarkable instance in 
the history of ruler of Galilee, who was 

a tribuiury prince indeed, but of high authority in 
his own dominions, possussing an absoiule coiitroul 
over his subjects^ and armed \vitli military power to 
repel the aggressions of neighhoiirin^ states. If his 
aiiibitiou was bounded, be had at least the saiisfuc- 
M 6 
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tlon of kno^^'Hig that all his contemporaries were in a 
similar condition ; and though he held his sovereignty 
at tlie will of the Roman government, yet he enjoyed 
every thing that could miimter to luxury, no law 
being imposed upon him to mortify his pride or to 
restrain his passions. Herod was besides of that 
Epicurean sect, which, by denying the existence of 
immaterial beings and a future resurrection, placed 
all actions on the same footing, and thus endeavoured 
to release man from all fear of a judgment to come. 
But neither the sensual indulgences, nor the Sad- 
ducean priirciplcs of Herod, could hinder reflection 
from intruding unpleasant images to disturb his rest, 
and to fill his mind with dismal apprehensions. The 
fame of Jesus excited the astonishment of this prince ; 
but though he had every iuducemeut, connected with 
his libertine course of life and the sceptical system 
which he professed, to call in question the truth of 
what was reported, yet he knew that these miracles 
were too well attesteil to be treated as deceptions, 
and of too complicated and stupendous a nature to 
be the effects of enthusiasm. There was, at least, so 
much of caudour in Herod, that he did not treat w itii 
ridicule the accounts which came authenticated by 
uncxceplionable witnesses, nor did he ascribe, as tlie 
Pharisees had done, any of these wonders to magical 
influence. 'Hie first thought which presented itself 
,to his mind, on being informed of the miraculous 
cures wrought by our Lord, was one that could 
hardly l^ave been expected in a person of his cha- 
racter and profession: ‘‘This is John the Baptist,” 
said he to his courtiers ; “ be is risen front the dead, 
and thf icforc n»ii»hty works do show forth themselves 
in him ” Fhat Herod shovild make such a declaration 
as this in the jircsence of bis coiifideiitiul servants, who 
knew his conduct and opinions, would seem very 
extraordinary, had not the Evangelists proceeded to 
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state the manner in ^vIuch the Baptist came by his 
death. 

We are told that the virtues of that holy man made 
such an impression upon the mind of the tetrarch, that 
he not only had the curiosity to hear his discourses, and 
the courtesy to treat the preacher with respect, but 
he was led by the arguments and persuasions of John 
to perform many commendable actions. In all 
things that did not cross his inclinations, or require 
the mortification of a favourite sin, Herod heard 
John gladly ; and in this respect he is ‘a picture of 
mankind in general ; for there are few so har^lened in 
vice as to refuse the outward tribute of respect to the 
labours of learning and the energy of eloquence, wlieii 
employed with power and virtue in the cause of truth. 
But no sooner does the faithful servant of God de- 
scend to particulars, and lay open the besetting evil 
of the heart, than the mind, which feels the applica- 
tion, considers the remonstrance as an injury, and 
endeavours to find an excuse for continuing in guilt, 
by treating the reprover with contempt or severity. 
So long as John confined himself to the general 
subject of repentance, or gave his advice in cases 
upon which he was aoiisulted, Herod attended to 
him with pleasure ; but when the prophet, as became 
his office, laid open the enormity of that adulterous 
connection in which tlie sovereign lived, both of the 
ofieiiding parties were fired with resentment, and the' 
preacher was thrown into a dungeon. It has been 
observed, that between the pri^^ons and the graves 
of princes there but little distance, and the same 
may triily he said of prophets ; but though the ene- 
mies of John were well disposed to carry ihcir re- 
sentment to the last extremity, they were restrained 
by the fear of a popular comm >tion on nccv>uut of 
that veneration in ^^hich he was uuivcrsally ht id by 
the br)dy of the Jewish peojdc. Whal S[Kice oftiuu? lie 
reaiuincd in confinement does not appear, but it was 



182 


THB DEATH 07 JOH». 


probably longer than might have been expected from 
the power of his persecutors and the particular ina* 
ligiiity of Herodias, who^ like Jezebel, thirsted for- 
the blood of the righteous, and fastened upon hino^ 
according to. the emphatic language of one sacred* 
M’riter, with all the savage fury of a beast of prey. 
All opportunity at last presented itself to tltis aban^ 
donen woman, of which she gladly availed herself 
and for which tliere is every reason to believe she 
made suitable preparations, in training up the in- 
strument select^ by her for the accomplishment of 
her dis^olical purpose. Tliat instrument was no 
other dian her own child, by the husband whom she 
had abandoned ; and the time chosen for this atro- 
cious deed, was the birth-day of Herod, which, 
without tbinkiug how' fatally it would end, be cele- 
brated with great pomp and festivity. Apparently 
to honour the occasion and to enliven tiie feast,. 
Salome w as seiit by her mother to dance in the royal 
presence, wiiere she acquitted herself w ith so much 
elegance, that the unguarded monarch made a rash pro- 
mise, which he confirmed by an oath, to give what- 
ever the damsel should demand, even though it 
amounted to tlte half of his kingdom* This was 
exactly what the artful Herodias bad anticipated, 
from her knowiege of the eager temper of her para- 
mour, and she failed not to take instant advantage 
of it, in compelling her daughter to return instantly, 
and demand the head of John llie Baptist. Bad as 
Herod was, he could not avoid being affected by 
tills horrible abuse of his ungiiaided weakness ; but 
instead of beliaving like a man, whose honour was 
imuited, he contented Iiimself with expressing his 
sorrow on being obliged to fulfill an eiiga^eiiient, 
which, in this case, it would have boon a virtue to 
have violated. Whatever imprudence there might be 
in his precipitate declaration, it was nothing whvn 
compared with the transgression of which be was 
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manifestly guilty in the performance of it ; for as no 
man can bind himself to do an impossible thing, so 
neither will any vow, however strongly expressed or 
deliberately made, lay him under ao obligation to 
commit a known sin. The situation of Herod gave 
him no exemption from this rule ; antf the presence 
of the civil and military authorities of Galilee, in- 
stead of being a pica for his compliance with the 
request, ought to have had the contrary effect, since 
it became him to show an example of strict and im- 
partial justice, by rejecting an unlawful demand. 
But so it was, that tiie fondness of ilcrod. hurried 
him into a fooitsb promise, and his want of virtue led 
him to the commission of a crime which has black- 
ened his memory to endless ages. Well then might 
this man, on hearing of thb fame of Jesus, be 
alarmed by the remembrance of this atiDcious mur- 
der; nor was it any way uttiiatural for his perturbed 
mind to fancy , in spite of its assumed scepticism and 
habitual licentiousness, that this must be John the 
Baptist, whom be had liebeaded.’’ Scoflhig liber- 
tines and more philosophical infidels, with ail their 
assurance, are more superstitious than they care 
to avow, and there are moments wlieu every portent 
scares tlitMn, and the slightest pain affrights them ; 
when the imagination terrifies tliein with the re- 
presentations of crifhes which were supposed to have 
been buried in oblivion,, and conscience brings ^be- 
fore them tlie realities of eternity, which in the 
season of gaiety they laboured to ifcspise. He, 
tht ^efore, who would secure that peace which en* 
durelh for ever, must keep a watchful eye over all bis 
thoughts and words as well as actions, lest, ** when 
lust luitli conceived, it bring forth sin; .and sin, when 
it is finished, bribg forth death/^ James, i. 1<3. 
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OCTOBER THE TWELFfH. 

THE MULTITUDE FOT. 

John, vi. 14.^ — Then those meti, when tlmj had seen 
the miracle that Jesus did, said, 'I'/tls is oj' a 
truth that Prophet that should come into the 
world. 

The base return made by the Jewish nation for the 
gracious actions and mighty works that were wrought 
among them, must undoubtedly appear very extra- 
ordinary to every one who examines the (Jospels 
with serious attention ; and many, perhaps, are dis- 
posed to think that their own faith would have been 
stronger, and thei^* gratitude more ardent, if they 
had enjoyed the advantages of our Lord’s personal 
ministry. Such persons, however, would do well 
to consider what use they have made of the blessings 
which they possess, and iii what manner they ha\o 
improved the degree of knowlege imparted to them, 
before they form such a conclusion^ or pronounce a 
judgment on the conduct of others. If the Jews 
were indifferent to the proofs which Jesus gave of 
bis Divine authority, and contented thtinselves with a 
stupid astonishment at his miracles, instead of in- 
quiring into their design ; too many who call tliein- 
selvcs Christians are not only careless about the 
truths of revelation, but are even rrgardltss of the 
works of Providence. The order observed through- 
out the universe is called the couise of nature ; and 
as that unmeaning remaik comprehends the result 
of their inquiries, so it leads their thoiiglits to no 
higher objects. Unless an eclipse or a comet en- 
ga«g(s their attention, they view the heavenly bodies 
and their motions without cither curiosity or ad- 
miration, resting satisfied with the ancient apology 
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for indolence and ignorance, that what is above us is 
nothing to us. To these men the regularity of the 
seasons and their respective phasnomena are nothing 
more than ordinary occurrences, for the return of which 
they look as a matter of right, and therefore are little 
atVccled by the benefits received from tbciii. With 
equal apathy they scatter the seed in the cardi, and see 
it shoot forth into the blade and ripening in tli( ear ; 
but how the process of vegetation is carried on, they 
neither know nor examine ; all their thoughts being 
taken up in the solicitous inquiry, whether the pro* 
spect be encouraging, and the gathering equal to ex- 
pectation ; in which case, if they make no complaint, 
it is the utmost of tlieir gratitude, and they think little 
more either of the gift or of the Giver. Of such cha- 
racters as these, surely it is not uncharitable to con- 
clude, that had tlie^ lived in the days of our Saviour^ 
and seen his miracles, their devotion would not have 
exceeded that of the multitude \\ ho were fed by his 
bounty. They who are unmindful of the ordinary 
blessings of the Almighty, may indeed be aived, but 
will not be improved, by tlie unusual signs of his 
power; and that impression which is produced by 
wonder, will fade away when tlie wonder is over. 
Our Lord was followed by great multitudes, who 
were very inquisitive in ascertaining the course which 
he intended to take ; and whenever his departure 
was secret and sudden, they sought him with a dih^ 
gence that seemed to indicate pure veneration and 
disinterested attachment. These people professed 
themselvcjs to be the admirers of his preaching, but 
ill fact they were rather incited by the desire of seeing 
his mighty deeds than of profiting by his doctrine ; 
and they w ere anxious for the commencement of that 
earthly kingdom which they were taught to expect 
ul the coming, of the Messiah. It is probable that 
Ujey began to entertain some thoughts of erecting the 
stuuUurd of revolt after the death of the Baptist, the 
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kno\>Iege of which induced Jesus to depart front 
them privately^ to the desert of Bethsaida. To that 
place, however, the people resorted in crowds; “ and 
when the Lord saw them he was moved with com- 
passion toward them, because they were as siieep 
not having a sliepherd. And he received them, and 
spake unto them of the kingdom of God/’ From 
this atcouiit of the evangelical historians it appears 
plain that the people were discontented at the want 
of a leader, and that our Lord took great pains to 
explain to them the true nature of that kingdom 
V hich tlicy understood only in a carnal sense. But 
the gathering of so large an assembly near the time 
of the passover, being calculated to alarm tlie jea- 
lousy of the government, the benevolent Jesus re- 
solved to dismiss these zealous followers, after heal- 
ing their sick, informing their minds, and crowning 
the work of love with a miracle unparalleled iu the 
history of their nation, and surpassing even what had 
been accomplished by the Divine Teacher himself^ 
all whose acts proclaimed hinr to have come from 
God, 

The provisions which the multitude had brought 
with them being .expended, our I-<ord inquired of 
his disciples where an adequate supply for so great 
a number was to*^ be procured ; in reply to which, 
one of them with niucb simplicity observed, There 
is a lad here who bath five barley loaves and two 
small fishes; but what are they among so many?” 
Such a remark was perfectly natural ou comparing 
the means with the necessity; nor was even ati 
Apostle to be censured for this elipression of difii<- 
dence, whose mind could hardly be expected to 
Comprehend the creative powers of bis 'Master, I'he 
recovery of decayed limbs and the restoration of life 
to a dead body, however stupendous such acts might 
be, were conceivable ; and the change of one fluid 
into anoflier, was equally capable of being realized 



THE MULTITUDE IKD. 


187 


to the mind ; but the actual formation of two sub- 
stantial aliments in vast abundance, without any 
visible materials or operation, exceeded all imagina- 
tion. But to Him who made every thing at the be- 
ginning, by the energy of his own will, even the 
loaves and the fishes were not necessary for the pur- 
pose to which they were now applied. His use of 
them, however, and the preservation of the^ frag- 
ments that remained, afforded a convincing testi- 
mony tliat the people had not been entertained with 
an imaginary banquet* Each person partook of the 
same bread and animal food which he saw delivered 
to his neighbour ; and as there vfhs no deficiency, so 
care was taken that there should be no waste ; for 
when the five thousand guests had completely satis- 
fied their appetites, twelve baskets of the remains 
were collected by the attendants. Thus the mira- 
culous feast,* besides evincing the Divinity of Christ, 
taught his followers several important truths and 
practical lessons for the regulation of their conduct, 
Surely if the Ijord of alt things, before his distribu- 
tion of these simple viands, raised his eyes to heaven, 
gave thanks and blessed, it not only becomes us to 
receive God’s mercies with grateful hearts, but to 
express our obligation in such a manner as to direct 
othei^s in the w^ay of duty, and to habituate our- 
selves in that reverence which we owe to the Divine 
Majesty. Whether, therefore, we eat or drink, 
or whatsoever we do, the whole ‘ musVdSSgin and 
terminaCe in the glory of Gud for this is the very 
life of charity, without which the mdst correct de- 
)>ortment and extensive liberality wilt profit us no- 
thing. Yet in tlie example hete set we are taught 
the duty of sharing with the the gifts which 

Providence hath bestowed* upem uft, and to conrider 
ourselves in this respect as stewHithr for the poor; 
Otir Lord could have caused an ahiple supply of 
br.ad and meat for the multitude, ^without makbg 
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any use of the , five loaves and two fishes; but iif 
adopting these visible .means he gave an instance in- 
what manner the goods of this world are to be em- 
ployed by us ; neither to be hoarded up with a self- 
ish regard to personal advantage^ nor to be squan- 
dered ill idle festivity, and for the purposes of osten- 
tation. When the entertainment was over, and all 
the guests were satisfied, the Master of the feast 
commanded the fragments to be gathered up, that 
nothing might be lost which injunction is a rule 
of admirable concern in the business of life, in- 
structing us to unite frugality with benevoience, and 
to manage the preieiit bounties of Heaven with a 
due regard to future wants. Our blessed Saviour 
would not siiiFer even, his disciples to rely upon his 
pow’er for a supply of their daily necessaries, which 
they were to obtain by ordinary means, and to 
husband with a proper economy; it is therefore a 
sin of no common magnitude to waste the time and 
opportunities with which we are favoured, in the 
vain expectation that Providence will support us 
when we have neglected to take care of ourselves. 
The life of faith is a course of industry, looking up 
to God for a blessing upon our labours,, and show- 
ing our grateful sense of them by a compassionate 
regard to the distresses of our fellow-creatures. Such 
are the important uses to be still made of this 
marvellous transaction, which drew from the won- 
dering multitude a confession, that this must-unr 
doubtedly be the Messiah whom they expected, or 
that Prophet wlio> according to the prediction of 
Moses, was to come into the world.” I^.t us, 
however, constantly attend to the improvement 
which our Lord has taught us to make of this inci- 
dent, Labour not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for that meat which enduretb unto everlasting 
life/" 
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OCTOBER THE THIRTEENTH. 

JESUS IN THE STORM. 

Matt. xiv. Sfii^Then they that tcere in the ship 
came ami worshipped him, saying, Of a truth 
thou art the Son of God. 

Carnat, minds are as extravagant in gratitude as 
they are unjust in resentment ; for, having no clear 
priiiriple to guide their actions, they follow the im- 
pulse of the will when it is most violent, and think . 
tliat tl.eir conduct must be right because it is jiistitied 
by their feelings. Thus the multitude, when they 
liad enjoyed our Lords bounty, began to be per- 
suaded that he must be the Messiah, of whom it was 
the ancient belief that he would cause manna to do* 
sceud fioin heaven. But iiistesid of improving the 
blessing they had experienced, and properly cherish- 
ing the pcrsuasitMi which it induced, by soliciting his 
direction and following his counsels, they entered 
into secret cabals among themselves about the 
quickest mode of promoting his interest, and of 
establishing that kingdom of which they fancied this 
feast was the prelude. Though his aversi>iu to all 
such schemes was well known, and they had lately 
heal'd, from his own lips, that Uic formation of aii 
earthly monarchy made no part of the object of his 
mission, these zealots were determined to carry the 
ineasinc in their own tumultiiury way, and without 
asking the consent of Him whom they intended to 
honour. So foolish were these inconsidijute men, 
after witnessing the transcendant power of Jesns, as 
to think of making him a king by force; which de- 
sign, no doubt, in their opinion was a proof of 
jdfectiou towards the person whom they admired, 
V lion in fact it was no more than incousc otfered to 
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tlieir own vanity, in the desire of aggrandizing tliem* 
selves and their families. As the discipl^ were not 
free from the popular delusion, and seem indeed to 
have been privy to the present design, our Lord 
thought proper to send them away by water, while 
he undertook to dispiiss the multitudes. It is evident 
from the narrative, tliat the plot was carried to a 
serious length, and it is equally clear that the dis* 
ciples were reluctantly obliged to quit the scene; 
both which circumstances will serve materially to 
explain the wonderful evisnt that followed. Our 
Lord was repeatedly required by the Pharisees to 
give them a public sign; by which his supernatural 
power should be demonstrated beyond all contro- 
versy ; but it is certain that he never would give either 
to them or others a mere sign, without any other 
object than that of astonishing their faculties or grati- 
fying their- curiosity. All bis miracles were of a 
beneficial and an instructive nature, intended for per- 
petual edification as well as for the particular comfort 
of those who Were personally affected Jby them. To 
the great object of utility every action was directed ; 
and, therefore, after sending away his disciples and 
dismissing the multitudes lo their respective habita- 
tions, ^^be went up into a mountain apart to pray, 
and wben the. evening was come he was there alone.” 
It was necessary that He who came to fulfill all 
righteousness, and to set us u perfect example, 
should resist the allurements of ambition and the 
partiality of the people, endure the ills of poverty, 
and be exposed to all the horrors of an ignominious 
death. ^ He had already overcome considerable 
temptations ; but there' were heavier trials yet to 
come, which in ail probability foriWed the subject of 
his present meditations and prayers. But whatever 
might be the matter of his devotions, certain it is 
that his practice was recorded for our imitation: 
since if He, who was without sin, spent so much of 
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the night lit prayer after a laborious day, how can 
Me, who have so many transgressions to answer for, 
be negligent in this most im|N>rtant branch of duty, 
as men and as Christians ! While our Lord was thus 
exercised od the mountain, bis disciples were strug- 
gling against contrary winds and a heavy sea on the 
lake; and it was fitting Uiat they should be so tried, 
since, as we are told, they considered not the miracle 
of the loaves, for their heart was hardened.” Mark, 
vi. 52. They were so mortified at the refusal of 
thdr Master to accept the offer of the people, that 
even the late instance of bb stupendous power and 
goodness was disregarded, because it did not lead to 
ccnsequeuces which they desired. JDoubtless 
they had with them the fragments that were pre- 
served ; yet even these substantial monuments of his 
grace could not bring the minds of these men into a 
state of resignation and submission to Hb will who 
ordercth all things right, even when they appear most 
discordant to the human understanding. 

in tlie midst of the tempest, dark and dismal as it 
was, the eye of Jesus was fixed upon hb Wearied and 
murmuring servants, who, if they thought of him at 
all, it was w ith dissatbfaction at obliging them to 
embark in such a night, and then leaving them to 
pursue their course alone* Thus too many who have 
been enlightened by the knowiege of the truth are apt, 
in the time of danger, to diink meir lot unmeasuiwjbly 
severe ; that they have been i^icted without a cause, 
and are left destitute of all hope of deliverance. 
Forgetful of former mercies, they imagine that their 
present difficulties are insurmountable, and that, as 
all human efforts are unavailing, the Divine pro^c- 
tion must be either suspended or utterly withdraum. 
These very sentiments, and the language to which they 
commonly incite, afford a convincing proof that the 
discipline under which the complainers groan was 
ii'^cessary to the correction of afi evil which, without 
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it,- would liavc weakened tjbeir faith and injured tbetr 
virtue. Like the first discipieSi ihen,, it U expedieift 
that we should be called to endure afflictions lest'^ease 
and prosperity, pleasure and popularity, spread a 
lethargic influence over oitr facultieSi ai^ incline us 
to set. up our r^t in this worldi instead '*pf pressing 
forward for the prize pT our high calling in the •nesit. 
At the fourth watch of tbP.night, and in the midst of 
the storm, all the AlK>St1ee were astonished at the 
appearance of a person '^walking steadily upon ' the 
rolling billows ; and, while th^ were hindered from 
making any progress, ^idvancing in the same direc- 
tion without difficulty. Such a phseiiomenon at that 
hour naturally filled them with awful apprehensions ; 
and as they were persuaded that it couid nothing 
hiimati, their 4irst idea was, that it must be an evil 
spirit. Great, therefore, was their joy on hearing 
the welUknown voice.of their Lord, saying, Behold, 
it is 1 : he not >afraid and the contemplation of 
this transition frotp alartn. to p;ladness , will serve 
effectually to sti'eiigthen tlip mufid of tlie afflicted 
believer, hy raising him ahovo bis f^rs^ and dis- 
covering tojiis view the miglity Power,' ** who alone 
spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the 
waves!of the sea.” Job, ix.8. But iu all changes 
from affliction to ease, from despondency to comfort, 
it becomes us to rejoice wkh trembling, and espe- 
cially when we reflect ^t. our past troubles were 
the consequences, of our own^ errors. Kot so the 
apostle Peter,- who, forgetting alike his recent un- 
belief and timid apprehensions, was desirous of 
meeting his . Master upon the watery element. Our 
blessed Lord graciously condescended ^o grant his 
request ; but after a few steps the iiifirmity of human 
nature pi^vaiM over his confidence, and the pre- 
sumptubiis ilisciple was consjtraiued to cry aloud for 
he]tp, which bis Master willingly granted# . W idi a 
gei£le j-eproof fur the weakness of liis faitb. 'I'licse 
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rigiis were such demonstrative evidences of our 
Lord’s essential divinity, that the persons who W'ere 
before rebellious and iiiilhankful, discontented with 
his conduct and ready to abandon him, because he 
would not receive an earthly crown, came now and 
worshipped him as the Sovereign of the universe, 
saying, Of a truth thou art llie Son of God.” 
They saw in these wonders his iincontrouled sway 
over the powers of nature ; but the whole miraculous 
scene was intended also to show, that the church 
redeemed by his blood shall be secured by his grace ; 
that notwithstanding the violence of its enemies and 
the imbecility of its friends, it shall be carried safely 
through all the vicissitudes of this turbulent course 
to the desired haven, even the city that hath no 
need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it ; 
for the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof/’ Rev. xxi. 23. 


OCTOBER THE FOURTEENTH. 

THE WOMAN OF CANAAN. 

M.att. XV. 28.— a7i$zve7'f:d a7id said wito her, 
O uo7/ia7i, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 
CVC71 as thou wilt. 

Tun history of our Saviour abounds with particular 
relations and minute incidents, which not only il- 
lustrate character and mission, but afford the 
most valuable lessons of practical instruction for the 
conduct of life and the iinprovemeiit of the iinder- 
standiug. By exciting admiration and interesting 
the feelings, they quicken the spirit of inquiry, and 
add powerful imhicements to the motives of virtue. 
There is indeed a peculiarity in all of tliein, different 
frotii the narratives *lcontaiiied in the pother books of 
VOL. HI. 1 
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Scripture ; yet they acquire importance on that very 
account^ by llieir connexion with the mystery of 
redemption^ and the assistance they give in ascer- 
taining the nature of saving faith, as opposed to a 
mere profession. Of this instructive kind is the 
transaction now before us, which exhibits the in- 
fluence of religious principle on the mind of a poor 
outcast, contrasted with the stubborn infidelity of the 
people who were honoured with the high distinctions 
of being the chosen family of God, and the heirs of 
his promises. It seems that our Lord, to avoid the 
vengeful designs of the Pharisees, who were irritated 
at the freedom of his discourses, retired into the 
country of the Sidonians ; but though he took somcr 
pains to remain unknown, his arrival could not be 
concealed from the inhabitants, of whic h a remark- 
able instance appeared on the very borders, where 
his help was implored in the belialf of a young female 
grievously tormented by an evil spirit. One of the 
£vangelists calls the mother of the child a Greek, to 
denote her idolatrous profession; and a Syrophoeniciaii, 
to indicate that she belonged to the Phoenician settle- 
ment tliat lay nearest to the coast of Syria. She 
was of that lineage which had long borne the stigma 
of reproadi, and been degraded even below llic rest 
of the heathen world, by an extraordinary denuncia- 
tion of the Divine displeasure. Of diis she was fully 
sensible, yet the humiliating consideration did not 
make her sullen and splenetic, dissatisfied with the 
ways of Heaven, and envious of her fellow-creatures. 
The splendour of the Pagan theology, its luimeroiis 
divinities and pompous services, could yield her no 
consolation in the heavy affliction which embittered 
her moments ; and though she had heaid that there 
was salvation in Israel, yet from a participation in 
that blessing she was cut off by a stern decree. No- ■ 
thing can be well conceived more* de])lorabIe than 
the condition pf this poor Canaanitc^ who was ac- 
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quainted with the power of Jesus^ and believed him 
to be the anointed One of God ; but at the same 
time .she knew that his miracles and his preaching 
were confined to a particular circle, from which all 
of her unhappy nation were excluded. It was, there- 
fore, an aggravation of her misery to be told that 
this wonderful Person healed the sick, cleansed the 
lepers, raised the dead, and cast out devils ; for be- 
tween her and happiness there was a great gulpb 
fixed, which rendered her case hopeless. But when 
she found that the Redeemer had visited her country, 
an opportunity seemed to have occurred, of which 
she determined to avail herself, rather than remain in«> 
active, nK)urning in gloomy silence the misery of her 
child. She had doubtless heard of the affability of 
our Lord, and of his compassionate behaviour to* 
wards every class of distressed objects ; nor was any 
instance known of his rejecting the importunate suit 
of those who applied to him for assistance. The 
placidity of his disposition was indeed equally con* 
spicuous with the majesty of his w orks; and therefore 
this desolate w idow, for so she appears to have been, 
resolved to cast herself upon llic unknow n mercies of 
the stranger ; though in so doing she ran the risk of 
being denied by him, on account of her origin, and 
of being persecuted by her countrymen for the avowal 
of her faith. Regardless, however, of the conse- 
quences to w hicii Uie confession might expose lier, 
she went forth, and not only solicited help from the 
Saviour, but openly acknowleged his Divine nature 
and regal character : “ Have mercy on me, O L<^rd, 
thou Sou of David ; my daughter is grievously vexed 
with a devil.” That .she .should request the aid of 
the Redeemer under this dreadful calamity, was not 
perhaps to be woiidtrcd at; but that she shopld ad- 
dre.ss him by bis peculiar title, as the Holy One of 
Ispiel, was no less ud’eiisivc to her own people tliaii 
t } tlie Jewish residents, who heard her language and 
I 2 
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witnessed lier conduct. But our I-ord passed on, 
without taking any notice of her confession or prayer. 
He who was always ready to receive the petitions 
of the miserable and to pity their siifterings, to 
speak conifortubiy to the afflicted and to hetil their 
maladies, would not vouchsafe a look or a word 
upon this wretched supplicant. This apparent seve* 
rity was enough to have deterred ordinary minds 
from any farther application ; and it might have been 
expected, that the poor creature would have retired 
slowly to her melancholy dwelling, keenly feeling 
the neglect with which she had been treated, and 
abandoning herself to the agony of grief or the gloom 
of despair. Instead of this, the faith of the Canaanitc 
gathered strength where others would have lost all 
fortitude, and, as if she thought the silence of Jesus 
held out a gleam of hope, she redoubled her impor- 
tunities, and that to such a degree as to excite even 
the sympathy of the disciples ; who, notw'ithstanding 
their prejudices, came and besought their Master to 
grant her request : Send her away,” said they, 

for she crieth after us.” As if to check them for in- 
terfering on the behalf of an alien from the household 
of faith, but iu reality to produce a more glorious 
effect, the Redeemer answered, “ I am not sent, but 
unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” I'liis 
declaration, which was suflicient to put a stop to 
their application, could not abate the vehemence of 
the petitioner, wlio seized the opportunity of this 
discourse to fall at the feet of Jesus with the fervid 
prayer, ** Lord help me.” But she had yet to un- 
dergo another, and to many it would have been a 
heart-rending trial, since to the pain of refusal it 
added the bitterness of reproach, in language of un- 
comnu^n asperity : It is not meet,” said the meek 
and benevolent Jesus, ** it is neither meet nor be- 
coming, to take the children’s bread and to give it. to 
dogs.” Few would have endured such an opprobrious 
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appellation without recoiling at the comparison ; and 
fewer still would have derived from it an^ encourage^ 
nieiit to perseverance. Yet such was the humility 
and arileiU piety of this Syrophceniciaii woman, that 
she admitted the justness of the distinction, whil© 
from it she drew the admirable application 
obtained for her tlie blessing she solicited. So ho 
was she from feeling indignant at the term applied to 
her, in common %\iih the whole nation to wliicii she 
belonged, that she readily owned the Canaanites to 
be what th* V were described ; not ineii l) on account 
of ihcir separation from God's family, but bt caiise 
they WLMc a polluted race, corrupt in llieii prhicij>les 
and vile in their practices. JJut wliile she •a.’-'.enu d 
to the triilii of the description, she vt iilured to i euM>n 
with Him who made it, by urging the plea, liial 
even tlie meanest parts of bis creation looked up to 
him for a portion of his bounty agreeable to their 
condition, and without infringing upon the suptrior 
privileges of others: “ 'rrulh, l^ord; yet the dogs 
eat (/!* the crumbs which fall from their masters 
tablf . ’ Instead of repining at the favoured lot of 
those wlio were called to sit down at the sumptuous 
banqut't, or com plaining of the unequal distribulioii, 
she was content to lake up her lot with the dogs of 
tlie flock, and lliankful for the scraps which the 
guests cast away as unworthy of their acceptance. 
iSucli was tlie piety of this foreigner, upon whose* 
mind the li^ht of trulli had shone oniv through uii 
linpiTlect medium, and unaccompanied by any cheer- 
ing promise to guide her in the way of life. Hut 
llioiigli b(nii unde r a curse, and bred in siipcislitious 
darkness, she sought the Lord in her dislrtss, :uul by 
unwearied exertion was enabled to gain the blessing 
with iliis liigh encomium, the seal of her comjilcie 
redemption: O womau, great is thy faith: be it 

.unto thee even as thou wilt.” From this instance the 
fciinier, who is awakened to a sense of hU condemned 
1 3 
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Slate and polluted condition, is encouraged to throw 
himself at the feet of the Saviour, who will not fail, 
upon the exercise of faith and patience, to give him 
peace at last ; for this is his own gracious assurance, 
All that the Father giveth me shall come unto 
me : and him that comctli unto me 1 will iu no wise 
cast out.'’ John, vi. 37. 


OCTOBER THE FIFFEENTII. 

THE CONFESSION OF PETEPt. 

Matt. xvi. 19 .—/ a /// give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven ; and zchatsoever thou shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatsoever thou uhalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 

Many serious errors have arisen to the injury of the 
church, by the perversion of particular passages of 
Scripture, from the occasion on which they were 
delivered, and the want of considering lh(3 history to 
w'hich they have a reference. A striking instance of 
this kind occurs in the strange construction that has 
been made of our Lord’s declaration to the apostle 
Peter, which has been made to support a system of 
fraudulent usurpation, subversive of Christian liberty 
and the source of numerous corruptions in faith and 
practice. In order, tlien, to have a right under- 
standing of the promise, it will be necessary to ob- 
serve the circumstances under which it was give^i, 
and the particulars of the Apostle’s life ; iu which 
case we shall find that it w as the prediction of an 
event to be accomplished by his ministry, and to 
determine when that should take place. In this 
advanced stage of the Saviour’s personal labours, 
and approaching as he now was to the period of his 
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trial and siifFeiin^, it became expedient to prepaf« 
the disciples for llie awful catastrophe^ and to make 
llicin acquainted with the nature of that kingdom 
which he came to establish. With this view he began 
b)’ inquiring what were the opinions entertained con- 
cerning him among the people at large ; to which 
question various ans\\c*rs were returned according to 
the observations that had been made by the re- 
spective speakers. That Jesus was a person raised 
up for an extraordinary purpose, appeared to be the 
prevailing sentiment ; but while his prophetical cha- 
racter was generally admitted by those of the Jew« 
with whom the Apostles conversed, none of them ex- 
pressed an open belief of his being the Messialu 
Notwithstanding their expectation of that great de- 
liverer, they were reluctant in receiving our Lord as 
the appointed Saviour, on account of the obscurity 
of hi^ origin, the meanness of his circumstances, and 
his disavowal of all political designs. The greater 
part v.cre willing to allow that he might be sent to 
prepure the way for their promised king; but they 
still Continued to look for signs from heaven, which 
in iheir gross apprehensions were necessarily con- 
nected w ith ilie pomp of power and the pride of 
coiiqii<|st. J3red iq) as the disciples were, in similar 
prejmlices, and desirous as they must have been of 
their blaster’s glory, it was no easy matter for them 
to reconcile their minds to a state of trouble anfl 
})erscculiou. It required, indeed, more than com- 
mon firmness to maintain an alliance with one who 
w as not only destitute of wealth, but w ho actually 
made voluntary poverty a murk of his profession ; 
and w ho neither encf)uraged popular assemblies, nor 
courted the favour of the great. At the time when 
In? made these* inquiries, be W'as leading a wandering 
life, to avoid tlie revenge of the Pharisees, wiio 
were provoked bv bis reproaches ; so that his atlenil- 
anis, instead of seeing their hopes realized and their 
i 4 
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prospects brightening, had the mortification to find 
tlieir condition becoming every day more cloudy, 
through the conduct of their Master and the inalig* 
nity of his enemies. Yet such was the conviction 
produced by his holy conversation, heavenly doctrine, 
and stupendous works, that when he demanded an 
account of their faith, Simon Peter replietl with that 
promptitude which was the leading feature of his 
character, lliou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” Though this declaration might express 
the general belief of the confraternity, it by no 
means follows that the person who made it spoke in 
the name of his brethren. I'he contrary*, indeed, is 
apparent from the whole of the narrative ; for liad 
Peter been merely a prolocutor on this occasion, 
the confession would have been received as that of 
the community ; instead of which, the speaker alone 
was commended, and to him only was the benedic- 
tion given, Blessed art thou, Simon son of Jonali; 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, 
but my Father who is in heaven.” There was then 
no consultation among the disciples in this case ; but 
Peter, acting under the Divine impulse, made a full 
ackiiowlegement that Jesus was the anointed One of 
God and the Saviour of the world. This confession 
amounted to much more than the assertion, that our 
l^oid was commissioned to icdeem Israel and to 
enlighten mankind ; to work miracles, and make 
known the way of life to all nations. Had it implied 
no more than this, Peter would not have been 
praised for aflirmiiig that which others were c<in- 
sidered as deeply culpable in denying. 'Fhe Scribes 
and Pharisees were accounted guilty of impiety in 
rejecting the testimonies which Jesus gave of his 
being a messenger sent from God. Of an Apostle, 
therefore, who not only witnessed the miglity cleeds of 
this Divine Teacher, but who was familiar with 
his manner of life, certainly not less was to be ex- 
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pcctcd than the admission* that this was the great 
Propliet foreiold by Moses as the destined leader 
and instructor of his people. So far as this ex- 
tended, it was the duty of all who beheld our Sa- 
viour’s miracles to believe in him ; for the ordinary 
powers of the human mind were fully capable of 
judp;ing whether such acts as the healing of diseases 
and the raising of the dead were the result of a 
Divine or human poww. But beyond this, higher 
intelligence was necessary to ascertain the dignity of 
the Poison who performed these wonders, and the 
object of his niauifestatiou in the tlcsh. To Peter, 
therefore, who had made so proper a use of Uie 
opporiiinities which he enjoyed, that illumination 
Avas imparted, and he was enabled to discern what 
the inoiit penetrating intellect never could have, di>- 
covered — that this virtuous and wonderful Person, 
though poor and despised, w as the only begotten of 
God, tabernucling in human nature for the redemp- 
tion of mankind. Such was the confession of the 
Apostle, and the source from whence it came ; nor 
in fact can the mind of man ascend to that height of 
knowlege w ithout the help of revelation ; for no 
man can say that Jesns is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Gli(»st.” 1 Cor. xii. 3. Here then we may 
see the precise point where reason finds its limit in 
religious knowlege, and where, of cour.se, Divine in- 
fluence becomes necessary to guide us iu the way of 
immortality. We may be competent to judge of 
historical facts, and to ascertain the nature o( moral 
evidence ; by tlie saim* rule we are also capable of 
appreciating the exeeiioiice of our Lord’s cliaracter 
and the credibility of his miracles ; but of liis in- 
carnation and atonement, we can neitlif'i* form ade- 
rjiiate ideas, nor have a saving belief, without the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. 'Fliat tiie mind of 
the Apostle was so eiiiiglitened in lliis in>tan(e, we 
stn assured by the highest authority ; and that his 
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confession was an assertion of the divinity of the 
Saviour, is evident from what followed ; Thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” Ti’his rock was not Peter, but the matter which 
had been revealed to him from heaven, even the 
fundamental article of the Christian faith, that Jesus 
is the Son of the living God. Upon this corner- 
stone the universal church is founded ; and though 
particular communions may be removed out of their 
place through corruption of principles or depravity 
of manners, vet in no age, however darkened by iidi- 
flelity or vitiated by immorality, will there he wanting 
a little dock to follow Jesus as their Saviour and to 
worship him as their J^)rd. The privilege bestowed 
upon Peter in con.sci|U(nce of this declaration, was 
that ot first making known the great trutli which he 
had cojiiesscd to the Ci entile world, and thus be- 
ginning, by his preaching, the gathering of all na- 
tions into one fold and under one Sht])lierd. The 
promise of the keys of the Gospel kingdom was in 
fact a prediction of what actually took place when 
this Apostle, by virtue (»f a sign from heaven, went 
and opened the niy^terv of redemption to the believ- 
ing centurion and his household. Prom that period 
the kingdom of Clnirst spread and increasoil, extend- 
ing ilscU o\er vaiions regions; so that while the 
chosen people, who had been for many ages in 
possession of tlie Uiviiie Oracles, been me bound in 
the obduracy of unheiief, they who walked in dark- 
ness were loose d Innn the thraldom of superstition, 
and entered into the liberty of llic sons of God. 
'rhus it appears from the sacred hislorv, that the 
blessing dcIivenAl to Peter was u proplictic promise, 
reluting not to an inJividunl, but to the body of 
bc!»eveis, niujc up of all times and countries to the 
end of the woild. 'iln; coinmission given to the 
A; o^tle was inllilltd \\ lien he Uucw wide the door 
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of life, to those who had long sat hi the shadow of 
death; but the decree is general, and corresponds 
W'ith that glorious prediction which describes tlie 
extent of the redeemed church, and the security of 
all who are united by faith to the Messiah, as their 
living head : for me, this is iny covenant with 

them, saith the Lord ; niy Spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall 
not depart out of thy mouth ; nor out of tlie month 
of lliy se<?d, nor out of the nioiilli of thy seed’s 
seed, saith the Lord, from henceforlh and for ever.” 
h lix. C21. 


OCTOHEIl THE SIXTEENTH. 

NF.CrSSITY OF THE CROSS. 

Mail. xvi. 0.6.— Jl hat is a man profited if he shall 
gr./;/ the re hole zcorldf and lose his oicn sou/'/ or 
ii'f. tt shall a man give in exchange for hh suul/ 

Ovn Saviour having confirnujd the drclaralion that 
he was the Me.ssiali, by a benediction aiui a promise, 
enteri'd upon a descriplioii of the snft’crijigs tliat 
awaited him, and mIiIcIi he had hitherto very spar- 
ingly and iiK’identally mentioned, that the minds of 
his followers might not be shocked at the dismal 
j)rospcct ; but now that his Divine authority w as 
made known to them, it became him, as the teacher 
of righteousness, to state explicitly the condition to 
whicii they were c:ailed : “ from that time forth, 
therefore, began Jesus to show unto his ilisci[*les 
how that he nuist go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders, and chief-priests, and 
scribt's, and be killed, and bo raised again tlu^ third 
day.” He not only informed them that such cmIs 
would befall him, but that they iicccssarilv must dr 
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so, as constituting in fact an essential part of the 
great plan of redemption which he came into the 
world to accomplish. Farther than this, he pro- 
ceeded to show or point out in what way this 
painful course w’as connected with the mystery of 
grace, and why, in obedience to the Divine decrees, 
he had to endure these things from his enemies. 
Certainly in this case there could be no absolute 
compulsion of the will ; for the very foreknowlege 
which he possessed, and the situation in which he 
was now placed, enabled him to avoid going up to 
Jerusalem at all ; and his hearers might have rea- 
sonably said, as they did upon another occasion, 
Master, the Jews of late sought to destroy thee, 
and goest thou thither again:” lint our Lord 
showed that he must go up to Jerusalem, and there 
submit patiently to the vilest contumelies and tor- 
tures that nialic<' could devise or cruelly inflict ; nay 
more, that he must pass from one stage of misery to 
anoth(;r, till the sad scene should he closed in an 
ignominious and agonizing death. All this he fore- 
told and explux^ied to his disciples, by assigning the 
motives wiiich rendered it necessary for him, as the 
rcpresenlalive of man, to bear the contradiction of 
sinners; but there was sfiinething in the idea of ii 
suffering Saviour so derogatory to the splendour of 
the Messiah’s character, and so repugnant to the 
feelings of those who were looking for the redemp- 
tion of Israel, that Feter could not reconcile the 
humiliation of Jesus with his ])ossession of all power, 
both ill heaven and upon earth. I'hat the mind of 
the Apostle sIkmiUI be de4*])ly affected by the awful 
represenlatioii, was natural ; and that he should be 
desirous of avertini* these calamities from One whom 
he so highly est» enietl, was excusable : but his eager 
spirit went beynid the lucre anxiety of love, and lie 
veulured to controvert what ha<i been advanced of 
the necessity of these things, protesting with vc- 
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Iictncncc against our Lord’s submission to them. 
Here then Peter overstepped the boundary of 
religious resignation, and assumed a province that 
did not belong to him, of calling in question tlm 
rectitude of designs, with the full e.xtent and pro- 
priety of which he w'as not as yet thoroughly ac- 
quainted. It was suflicicnt for him to be informed 
that the Kedcemcr lay under an obligation to pass 
through this state of affliction, and that whatever 
repugnance flesh and blood might feel at seeing 
innocence so oppressed, it became man to be silent 
where his intelligence was limited. The reproof 
which he received was not more severe than his 
ofleiice deserved ; but it was mercifully intended to 
correct his carnal notions, and to caution both him 
and his associates against setting up their reason as 
a measure by which to judge of the Divine pro- 
ceedings. Our Lord having shown that the sufter- 
ings wiiich he was about to undergo could not be 
evaded Nvilliout subverting the design of his incarna- 
tion, pi ' »ceeded to another truth of peculiar import- 
ance to us, as it points out in what manner tliose 
sufferings will avail to our benefit, and by what 
means the universal sacrifice of the lltdeonicr 
may be rendered iiiefl'cctuul, even to men who have 
been enlightened w ith the know lege of the Ciospel. 
'J’o profit then by that grace w hicli hringeth salvation, 
we must willingly receive Christ in his most abject 
state, because it was in this low^ and snft'ering con- 
dition that he principally stood, as onr representative, 
in enduring the penalty which was justly due to our 
trunsgiession. Unless the same miiul be in us that 
was in him, we shall have very faint notions of his 
excellence, and unworthy ones of his humiliation; 
but when we are inoriificd to the love of the world, 
when we begin to see and lament the heinous nature 
of sill, and our utter inability to gain liappiness, or 
tH’ 'Ll to secure any favourite enjoyment ; when we 
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take an estimate of human life, and consider how 
little of it has been appropriated to the purposes of 
spiritual improvement ; we shall then begin to prize 
the infinite goodness of Him wlia came lo make sa- 
tisfaction for our deficiency s, to procure the panlon 
of our offences, to enlijihtt n us by his doctrine, and 
to guide us to eternal life by bis example. J5eiiig 
thus duly awakened to a feeling sense of our own 
imperfection, and to tlie vanity of all created good, 
we shall be ready to tread in the footsteps of the 
.Divine Mediator, who hath Ht ciaied, that, to share 
in the glory of his crown, we must be content to 
bear the burden and reproach of his cross. But as 
in this groat work no constraint is laid upon the 
human will, the diligent u^e of our faculties, and a 
constant watchfulness over our hearts, will be rv- 
quisito to the presci vatioii of that grace whieh lias 
been im[)artcd to us, otherwise we shall be in iin- 
inineut danger of making shipwreck of the faith, 
and of increasing our coudeinnalion by w ilfully sa- 
crilicing the inlei ests of trnlh for the wages of mi- 
rightcuu**ness. As a worldly spirit is the bane of 
religion, and the canker that destroys every elevated 
principle, our Saviour thought proper lo guard bis 
disci])les against its ptmicious influence j and there 
was llie greater reason for it, beca^isc, knowing from 
the beginning who it was that sh nihi belra\ liirn, it 
was proper lo leave even Jndas without excuse, by 
setting before hi in the fatal consequences of that sin 
which was tlnai lurking in his hc irl, and lea<liiig him 
by dark and insidious ways to a crime of incalculabhj 
and inexpiable malignity. To him, therefore, did 
the apostrophe most p.ow’crfully apply, lliough in 
appearance it had oniy a general tciideiiev ; “ What 
is a man profited if he gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul f or what shall a man give in cxi hange 
for his soul r” No warning could well be conceived 
more strong or ex))licit than what is contained hi 
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these solemn questions ; yet wc have a dreadful in- 
stance ill this very man, to convince us that the more 
favoured and enlightened the professors of religion 
may be, the deeper will be their guilt and the heavier 
their sentence, if, after escaping the pollutions of 
tiie world, through the kiiowlege of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they arc again entangled 
therein and overcome in which case the latter 
end is worse with them than the beginning,” 2 Pci. 
ii. 20. 


OCTOBER THE SEVENTEENTH. 

THE TRANSFfCSURATlON. 

Mutt. xvii. 2. — ///s' face did shine as the siiriy and 
his raiment teas tchite as the li^ht, 

SiMRi ruAL knowlege, like liuman science, is of a 
progn "sive kind, both in lliis world and in the next; 
hence uur blessed l.ord led liis apostles gradually 
onwards in the course of n 3 ligious discipline, and 
suffered them for a long time to remain ignorant of 
the mysteries of faith, till their minds wxre properly 
exercised by trial, and llie period drew nigh when, 
in the absence of their Master, they would be called 
to the administration of his church. But having 
stated to them the necessity of his going to Jerusa- 
lem, and there enduring many bitter persecutions 
from the chief-priests and elders, who would proceed 
to the utmost extremity of violence, by delivering 
him into the hands of the Roman pow er on a charge 
of sedition ; he thought proper to constitute three of 
his disciples the witnesses of that scone, the realiz- 
ing of which rendered all these sufferings iiulispensible 
to his glory and their salvation. He had already 
i:^igniffcd that he must put himself in the way w here 
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these evils would befall him ; and he so far stated 
the motives for his acting in this manner, that na 
serious mind could avoid perceiving that some great,, 
though inscrutable, purpose was involved in sufler- 
ings which w ere considered as obligatory on the part 
of Him who had to endure them. Beyond this the 
disciples had no other information respecting what 
their Master was to suffer, than the fact, that it made 
a part of the great plan of operations v\ hich he came 
into the w'orld to execute. More minute intelligence 
would have probably disheartened their spirits and 
weakened their faith, instead of inspiring them w ith 
fortitude and producing pious resignation. It is a 
gracious order of Provi<lence by w'hich man is kept 
from the knowlege of future ills, though he is as- 
sured that such w ill inevitably happen ; sinc(^, if he 
were apprized of the time and manner of their oc- 
currence, his thoughts would be drawn from an 
attention to present duty ; and in devising schemes to 
avoid particular misfortunes, his ignorance would 
bring him into others still more distressing. With 
respect to the Redeemer the case was dift’erent, as 
the very prescience of what he had to pass through, 
made no incoiisideniblc part of his trial and merit, 
by proving his resolution to bear all that was due to 
tlie transgiession which he came to expiate, and to 
repair the ruin of the full, though his ow n life was 
to be the price of our redemption. But while he 
reserved the circumstances of the tragical catalogue 
within his ow n breast, he expounded to his diseiph s 
the law under which he lay, and the necessity of 
their conformity to it, as wtII a.^ liiTu.'-elf, if they ex- 
pected to reach that perfection wlilc.li was the prize 
of their higli calling and the reward of his obediema*. 
That they might not, however, bo cast into despair 
by tlie dismal prospeet, or rcriiaio entirely unac- 
quainted with the object to which hi.s hinniliation, in 
all its stages, was preparatory, he look tliiee of his 
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followers apart from the rest, to an eminence, where 
a representation of his glory was made evident to 
their senses. Why he should have selected these 
witnesses to so inagnilicent a spectacle, instead of 
admitting the boily of iiis disciples to the same honour^ 
may require some explanation, especially as they 
who had not that privilege must have stood in equal 
need of consolation with their more favoured brethren. 
A little attention to the preceding discourse will 
afford :*ii easy solution of this question, the discus- 
sion of which will also serve to throw some light 
upon the whole transaction. In that solemn charge 
we fird a heavy and specific denunciation against 
those who should abandon the faith for the sake of 
worldly advantage, and barter their hopes of salva- 
tion for the security of their persons and tlie acqui- 
sition of gain. Our Lord liaving thus forcibly de- 
scribed tlio tremendous gulph which awaited such 
persons, and slated the little enjoyment they should 
have of ilieir ill-gotten possessions, concluded with 
this rem.n kable application : Verily, I say unto you, 
there be some stundiiig here w ho shall not taste of 
death till they sec the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” It has been supposed that this declara- 
tion was a promise, wlien in truth the very plnaseo- 
logy shows that it was a judiciul prediction ; for to 
taste of death” is to be deprived of spiritual enjoy- 
ment, and is no less than the anticipation of that 
doom, the torments of which are unknown. As such 
it is expressly detiued by our Saviour in his exhorta- 
tion to perseverance in religious duty : “ Me that 
keepeth my saying shall not taste [or see] death.” 
John, viii. ^1. lie does not say that such persons 
shall be exempted from dying, for that is llie com- 
.Jion lot of all men, and to which even lie was 
himseli subject as our representative, but that they 
should not taste the bitterness of death, consisting 
in the extinction of hope and the absolute loss of 
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everlasting life. Such being the import of the lan- 
guage, it follows, that there were actually some pre- 
sent who Mould so taste of death in its most dreadrul 
sense ; and that even the apostolical circle Mas not 
frte from certain of that description upon wiioni llio 
sentence of excision should pass beldre the Saviour 
eniertd with power into his kingdom. The reason 
thi n is plain, wily all the attendants of our Lord \\e;e 
not permitted to behold his majesty on tlie holy 
mount; for it was not lilting that llie son of perdi- 
tion should share in the antepn:.4 of that bliss 
which was to be the portion of the fuilliful ; and 
to have excluded one person would have been 
a premature discovery of what was hidden in the 
bosom of secret causes, and an exposure of this man 
to the resentment of his colleagues. In u».e time 
the apostate did behold the Itedcenier entering into 
his kingdom witli the pomp of victory; hut it was 
when the traitor had the aggravation of liiiding tliat 
what his own wickedness had accelmated was the 
very means of procuring the grace from which he 
was for ever cut off ; so that, while countless mul- 
titudes were about to enjoy the blessing of life, no- 
thing remained for him but the full draught of eternal 
death. Ihe contemplation of this aff’ci.liiig sight, 
where, on the one hand, redemption triumphs in the 
rescue of myriads from destruction ; and Cln ist is 
justiiicd on the other, in siiff’ering the impt'nilent to 
reap the fruit of their cloings ; will properly lead us 
to the consideration of that magnilicenl scene which 
was exhibited to the disciples, w hen lliey not only 
beheld the glory of their Lord, but were in some 
degree made partakers of it, by entering into the 
cloud that overshadowed them. On this occasion 
two persons were seen comersing w illi Jesus ; and 
they were not only seen, but known to bt: Moses' 
and Klias, from the tenour of tlieir discourse, w hich 
turned chiefly, u|>on liie approacliing death of tiie 
Messiah at Jerusalem. Kow there could be no 
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need for two messengers, of that quality, to come 
from the state of felicity with inforniathiii on a sub- 
ject which had already been explained to the 
i\poslIes; itnd therefore the matter now discussed, 
though necessarily connected with the suiferiiigs of 
Christ, must have extended beyond tlie mere circum- 
stance of his crucifixion, and the incidents with 
which it should be attended. According to one of 
the l"A’angelists, our Saviour W’as praying when the 
transfiguration took place, and while in that holy 
exci cise his entire appearance gradually iinderwtiit a 
change ; the fashion of his countenance being aiteixd, 
and his very raiimait becoming white and of a daz- 
zling lustre, lint though his whole form was irradi- 
ated, so that his face did shine as tiie sun, the 
lineaments were unaltered, and the person of Jesus 
was clearly ascertained in the midst of the uncom- 
mon brilliancy by which he was surrounded. This 
change then w as no other than a sign of the recovery 
of hnunui nature, and of that purification which it 
was about to experience by virtue of the death and 
resurrection of our Lord. The cross was the in- 
strument of bodily pain and mental agony, upon 
which tiie Mediator so tasted death for every man, 
as to fee! the anguish of that separation from the 
fountain of life to w hich wc are all liable in conse- 
quence of the fall. Such was the prospect to which 
the attention of the Redeemer was now directed, but 
it did not terminate there ; for as the effects of his 
siift’erings were made manifest in the alteration that 
passed upon his person, we may justly suppose that 
his triumph over death, and the restoration of hu- 
man nature by his resurrection, formed the great 
theme of that sublime discourse which the apostles 
heard only in part, being so tippresscd w ith the ex- 
ceeding weight of glory as to sink into a slumbering 
8* ite. They saw enough, however, to be convinced 
that the Divine Powxr was ujioii ilwiv Master in an 
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extraordinary manner, that some wonderful revolu- 
tion was about to be accomplished by him ; and 
from what their eyes could discern and their under- 
standings comprcliend, it was apparent that through 
his dcadi alone could they, or any others, obtain 
iinnioiTality. The change which lhi‘y wituesseil, and 
the conversation wliich they heard, were indeed of 
so delightful a nature, that one of them could not 
avoid signifying the pleasure that he felt, in the wish 
to reniaiii on the spot where lie had been favuured 
with this foretaste of celestial happiness. Jlut the 
voice from the cloud was expressive of arduous 
duties to be fulfilled as well as of blessings to be en- 
joyed : “ This is iny beloved Son, in whom 1 am 
well pleased : hear ye him.” This injunction was 
equivalent to the prediction of the Hebrew legislator, 
The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me ; unto him ye shall hearken ; according 
to all that tliou dcsiredst of the Lord thy God ill 
Horeb, in the day of tlie assembly, saving, Let me 
not hear again the voice of the Lord my God; 
neither let me see this great lire any more, that 1 die 
not.” Dent, xviii. J O, Id. The incarnation of the 
Son of God hath procured for us this access to the 
iiicrcy-seat ; and tl;ervfore having boldness to enter 
into the iioliest by the blood of Jesus, we may 
approach the Divine glory vvilhout Jear, being justi- 
fied from all things from which we could not be 
cleared by the law of Aloses. 'To hear the Son, 
then, is to receive the word of lib* from his lips, to 
embrace his doctrine, to follow his precepts, and to 
make his holy life tiie model of our actions, 'riiey 
who so endeavour to couforni tlieir mluiis to his 
image, and who rely upon his liierits for acceptance 
with God, have an assurance in this splendid vision, 
that when their warfare is ended, they shall ad- 
mitted to a state of increasing perfection, till his 
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filial appearance in judgment^ when he will change 
their vile bodies, that they may be fushiooed like 
unto his glorious body, whereby he is able even to 
nubdue all things unto himself.” l^hilip. iii. 20, 21. 


OCTOBER THE EIGHTEENTH. 

THE TRIBUTE-MONEY. 

Matt. xvii. 27 .•^Notzcitfistaiicling, lest xce should 
oJ/'iVid themj go thou to the seuy and cast an hook, 
and take up the Jish that Jirst cometh up ; and 
U'hen thou hast opened its mouth, thou shalt jind 
a piece of monei/ ; that take, and give unto them, 
for me and thee. 

In every action of the Redeemer we may discover 
some matter for the regulation of our own conduct ; 
for all the principles which he advanced were adapted 
to practical uses, and they had the advantage of being 
illustrated by his life and conversation, as vvell as 
of being enforced by his reasoning and authority. 
His ciieinies, who were equally numerous and 
powerful, cunuing and watchful, would gladly have 
seized any occasion, if such could have been founds 
of exposing him as one whose private deportment ^ 
ill agreed with the doctrines which he advanced, and 
the duties which he enjoined. They were very de- 
sirous of fastening some charge upon him of lead- 
ing an irregular life, because he indulged in agreeable 
conversation, and associated with persons who were 
obnoxious to the ruling powders. In the same spirit 
of malignity they endeavoured to prove that he was 
of a factious disposition, and had evil intentions 
against the peace of the community. But with all 
their penetration, and they were neither deficient in 
diligence nor sagacity, it W'as out of their power to 
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bring against him an accusation of having violated 
the Mosaic law, or of inciting the people, by hb 
example, to a contempt of the sovereign autliority. 
He was strict in the observance of the appointed 
festivals, and he took care to recommend, in his own 
practice, a conscientious discharge of all the public 
duties as a member of the Jewish commonwealth 
and a tiibutary subject of the iioman empire. Nay, 
more, to prove that all this arose from a pure and 
disinterested motive, without being mixed with any 
artful considerations or accommodating purposes ; he 
assigned reasons for the rule of obedience, to which 
he gave the sanction of a perpetual obligation. 

Though he had it in his power to abrogate the 
ceremonial institute at once, and to destroy llie do- 
mination of a foreign yoke by an instantaneous act, 
lie submitted to all the forms of the one, and care- 
fully abstained from any attempts that might give 
umbrage to the other. Of this prudent deportment 
we liave a remarkable instance in the manner of his 
paying some slated tax at Capernaum, where the 
collectors inquired of Peter whether it was the cus- 
tom of his Master to pay tribute. ^Vhat this impost 
was, docs not appear; but as the quc'^tiou of the 
oflicers certainly indicated suspicion, and a doubt 
respecting his principles, it is a reasonable con- 
jecture, w hich indeed is streiigtheiu d by our I^ord’s 
observations, that this was an imperial levy laid 
upon Judaea, in common with (>thcr subjugated states, 
ilud this been a contribution for the support of the 
temple, as .some snpptisc, ii is hardly probable that 
any rcmaiks would have bicn made on the payment 
of it, coiisideriug the habitual reverence which Jesus 
had for the .sanctuary; much le.ss would his remarks 
have been ot such a nature as implit d that this w'as 
rather the aibitraiy exaction c>f foreigners than a 
mea.siirc of inUtiial Kgnlation. When the Apostle 
entered the house to iiitbriii his Master of the busi- 
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iioss, lie was interrupted by the inquiry, What 
thinkest thou, Simon t Of whom do the kings of the 
earth take custom, or tribute ? Of their own chil- 
dren, or of strangers V* Peter having answered, that 
this demand was only made of strangers, our Lord 
obseiTcd, nieii are the children free by which 
he could not mean that spiritual privileges exempted 
any persons from a compliance with the ciistoms of 
society, for his own practice taught a contrary lesson. 
The object intended was to impress upon the mind 
of the Apostle a due sense of llie siipenor value of 
religious to civil freedom, and to show the nature of 
that liberty which belongs to the children of God, 
w iio are released from the condemnation of the law, 
and (Iv livered from the burthen of sin. To the same 
purpose it is said in another place, If the Son 
rdiall make you free, tlien are ye free indeed which 
the carnal Jews resented as au implied reflection 
upon their political degradation, instead of regarding 
the asst I t ion in its proper light, as au overture of 
grace and the promise of redemption from mental 
slavery. They who are happily made partakers of 
the lihu'ly proclaimed in the Gospel, are equally 
raised above oU|)erslitious restraints and licentious 
indulgence ; they seek truth in the spirit t)f love, and 
obey the Divine commands w ith cheerfulness ; know- 
ing that in so doing they shall “ receive an in- 
heritance incorruptible, itndciiled, and that fadeth 
not away.’* J Pet. i, 4. 

llemembering llnil they are placed hero in a slate 
of probation, they studiously avoid giving offence, 
except where the law s of Christ are at direct variance 
with the customs of the world ; in w liich case they 
have no hesitation about the course to be adopted, 
being resolved in all matters that affect the rights of 
conscience, to obey (iod rather than man. But 
while they so determine to follow' the line of duty, 
they are at the same time careful to respect tlic in- 
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Bthutions of human society in all things Mliich do not 
aflect their religious principles, nor lead to the en- 
couragement of improper practices. Our Lord, 
therefore, having taught his disciples, that in his 
community there are no unreasonable impositions nor 
invidious distinctions, but that all the members are 
one and the same body in Christ Jesus, expressly 
signitied, that, as his kingdom is not of this world, 
bis subjects must submit to the regulations of the 
countries where tiuw dwell, in all points that arc of 
a mere temporal concern, and do not by example 
or otherwise tend to the injury of his religion. la 
conformity with this rule he ordered the tribute to 
be paid, though, so great was his poverty, that a 
miracle was to be performed for the pur|)ose. Thus, 
from the highest of all possible authority, believers of 
every description may learn the indispensible obli- 
gation which lies upon them to obey the superior 
powers, and that no excuse is sufficient to palliate 
either a disregard of civil institutions or an evasion of 
legal demands. Disaffection to government is not 
only sinful, as betraying a want of trust in Provi- 
dence, but it is extremely dangerous to the general 
interests of mankind, by leading to sedition and 
anarchy, in wliv h humanity and religion are sure to 
suffer. It is no light offence, to treat that state with 
contempt by whose laws we are protected, and it is 
an injury to our neighbour to elude the payment of 
those taxes which are required for the public welfare; 
since, if the revenue is deficient in one quarter, it 
must necessarily derive a supply from another; so tliat 
the industry of men less aide or willing to practise 
deception, may be oppressed to make up for our 
fraud. I'hc example of our Saviour is so decisive 
upon this point, that it is surprizing how any men, 
who call themselves his disciples, can reconcile their 
piofessiou and practice together, wluai they endea- 
vour to loosen the bonds of society, by withholding 
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a»y part of their contribution to the maintenance of 
that polity^ M^ilbout which they obukl not subsist. 
That which is ex^pedient for all who value their com- 
fort and security m this world, becomes aii absolute 
rule of action to the Christian, whose religbn must 
so shine in bis vyorks, that others may be induced to 
glorify his Father who is in heaven. As, therefore, 
we do not live for ourselves alone, let us be punctually 
careful to. render^ to all their dues; tribute, to 
whom tribute ; custom, to whom custom ; fear, to 
whom fear ; honour, to whom honour.” Rom. xiii. 7« 


OCTOBER THE NINETEENTH. 

ON CAUSING OFFENCES. 

Matt, xviii. W.^Take heed that ife despise not one 
of thr^c little ones; for 1 sat; unto yon, that in 
iieavot thtir an^eh do always behold the face of 
my r ather which is in heaven. 

^oTinso could be more amiable or conciliatory, 
and at the same time aw'akeniiig and convincing, than 
the maimer in which the Divine Instructor reproed 
the follies and corrected the prejudices of his fol- 
lowers. His cetisures were always blended with 
compassion; and while he condemned the corrupt 
principles which they occasionally displayed, he 
never failed to set before them such illustrations as 
were forcibly adapted to put tliein into a train of self- 
examination and improvement. Besides the or-' 
diiiarv forms of exhortation and monition, he was 
accustomed to elucidate the most important truths of 
n^HgiOu, by allusions to objects innnediutely in view. 
Ills conipurisons were nut diawii from remote 
scenciy and rare occurrences, but from the simplest 
iorm|,6f nature and the commoD events of pa^injg 
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life. lu predicting the fiitui-e glory of Ids church 
and the decline of the Jewish staie^ he expressed 
dnmself in a more figurative style, and made otioice 
of more magnificent images ; but wlieii he had to 
remove wrong impressions from the minds of his 
> disciples, and to inspire them with .the love of prac- 
tical ^piety, he had recourse to emblems with which 
they were well acquainted, and operations which tliey 
|)erfectly understood. Thus, to allay the disputes 
.that prevailed among some of the twelve about pie- 
»€edency, he took a little child, and setting Inin in 
the midst of the wraiigling c * cle, ho tliii:5 addressed 
fhem: “ Verily, I say unto yon, except }c be con- 
verted, and become as iittlc cliild.rn. « .shall not 
enter into tlie kingdom of heaven. W'lioso* ver, 
therefore, shall humble himself a.« this 1:M‘ ' rliild, 
the same is thegri'^teAt in the kingdenn x 
In this admirable ivn . did he rrslrahi tin ir nn hui .nt 
passions, and, by directing lh«nr attention to fli 
innocent object befo/e them, make he copiciuIuUa 
'apostles ashrtLied o ' a beha' ioiir so ronlriiry to the 
deportment of their Master, and unworthy of the 
station to which he had called them. The lesson of 
humility here inculcated upon the first members of 
the church, must be carefully studied and practised 
by . all w ho are admitted into that communion, other- 
wise their profession will he no more than an empty 
sound, and an unprofitable distinction. It is, how- 
ever, not an easy matter to bring the mind into 
«uch a state of simplicity as to have no other will 
.than that of obeying the dictates of superior wis- 
*doni, nor any higher aim than that of devoting every 
moment and employing every faculty to the Divine 
bopour, without having that anxiety about the things 
of time and sense, which is the occasion of so much 
distraction to the children of this w orld. Gur Lord 
himself signified that this was a w*ork of difficulty, 
^whenbe said,, that the disciple who should be most 
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distinguished by the characteristics of docility and 
meekness, submission to the dispensations of God 
and an unmixed affection for his creatures, should 
be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven; That dis- 
position, then, wiiich is here so strongly enforced, is 
nothing less than, a course of moral discipline, w'htcb 
is the more difticult, because it is repugnant to tho 
propensities of fallen man, who is apt to flatter him- 
self that he is doing good when he is seeking bis 
glory, and that he is living like a rational being, 
thougli ail his enjoyments are concentrate in selfish 
gratification. The gre;it ^xeir plar of righteousness, 
hath sn*J, that we cut off even a limb and 

pl.uk o.it an «.ve, if they give offence, either by 
hau*. ii cure vn Iiiiprov?ment or contributing to 
the rraptiv;n of oil* ‘ •■s. Pursuits must, therefore, 
hi. aad iuc. »*estrained, when they 

arer *»mQlo lu.ve .. n to draw’ our attention 
<»ff . L.gher ubjerts i encourage an )uor- 
r of jj'na^iire in ’ whom vve are bound 
lo guif'. nay. VVl.at we practise 

not only he liarmless in oiii own estimation, but it 
must be perfectly free from every kind of influence 
that may produce injurious effects on the sentimenta^ 
or manners of those who are likely to be affected by 
our opinions and conduct. So high does our Divine 
Teacher carry the great rule of doing unto othera 
what we expect from them, that he reauires of us to 
be circumspect over our thoughts and looks, as well 
as our words and actions, lest we should inadvertently 
confirm any in error, or undcsignedly prove the occa- 
sion of sin. If such then be the extent of our duty, 
what an account will they have to answer who in- 
tentionally lay stumbling-blocks in the way of their 
brethren ; and who take a diabolical pleasure in per*- 
verling the weak by their sophistry, and the thought- 
less by their cxaniple ! Whatever may be the wicked- 
peas of privater detraction or open persecution, these 
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^ire but Jigiit offences \ylien compared with the ma- 
lignity of an evil which bears theX'losest resemblance 
rto that of man’s (frst seducer; and accordingly a* woe 
of peculiar severity is denoonced against those mis- 
chievous deceivers who draw men aside from the 
way of Irulh. Such indeed is the constitution of Im- 
tiian iiuture in this checquered statCi and so potent arc 
the spiritual enemies of mau> that offences will un- 
avoidably occur to try the faith of believers; but 
though it must neecU bo that errors will come, and 
divisions arise in the church, woe unto that man who 
for the sake of pre-eminence, or for the attainment 
of any sordid aim, shall impose upon credulity, atid 
beguile men’s minds from the simplicity that is in 
Christ.” 2 Cot. xi. .*3. Knowing how rapidly those 
disorders would spread after his depailiire, our 
Saviour took this opportunity of wjirniiig his fol- 
lowers against that spirit of prkle which was then 
manifesting itself among them ; and to show more 
emphatically the necessity of their cuhivaling a gentle 
and unassumuig temper, he took the child up in his 
arms, and said, Whosoever slrall receive one such 
as this in my name,' receiveth me ; and whosoever 
shall receive me, receiveth not me, but Him that sent 
me.” Mark, ix. 37- This last circumstance will 
completely explain that passage in the narrative of 
the other Evangelist, which is there attended \yith 
some difficulty, and has been generally so interpreted 
as to increase, instead of dispelling, the obscurity. It 
was evidently, while our Lord hud the child in his 
arms, and after describing die character of those dis- 
ciples who wotdd sliine with the greatest lustre in his 
church, that he proceeded to caution men against 
treating them with contempt: Take heed that yc 
despise.'iiot one of these little ones ; for I say unto 
Aiut in heaven their aiigcis do always behold die 
face lOl* my Father which is in heaven:” By thele 
iittle ones are tp be understood the bumble believers^ 
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df whom itiis child was an ombiem y anti as they uru 
to be rec€iyi^,d in the name of Chi iJjt, and as the 
ambassadors of f^odf it is -obvious tiiat to des|)ise 
them is to reject their testimony of to impede them 
in their labours. The nord Angel denotes a mes- 
senger, and ill the New 'iVstament it is commonly 
applied to th#. ministers of the church ; probably 
because they derived their commission lininediaieiy 
from above, by the consecration of llio Holy Ghost, 
But as in every age the Kedeenier will have his wil- 
iiosscs to proclaim, the message of fifcj it will be 
true of all who discharge their oflice with diligence 
and sincerity, w;hatever treatment they may expe- 
rience in this world, that their angels in heaven 
will always behold the face of the Father.” 

The disembodied spirits of these faithful servants 
are here, in allusion to the office which they bore 
upon earth, denominated not merely by a figure, 
but ill reality, and in conformity witli the belief of 
the Jewish church in its purity, the angels of God. 
The declaration, then, is not to be understood of the 
celestial hierarchies in general, nor of some tutelary 
angels appointed as watchers over individuals; but 
the words of Christ are an assiwance, that when 
these messengers shall have finished their course wilK 
joy, they will be admitted to the Divine presence, 
to. render an account of their ministry, and to receive 
a peculiar mark of distinction in the realms of glory. 
'I'hus, while from hence believers in general are en- 
couraged ** to look for the blessed hope and glorious 
ap|>carunce of their God and Saviour Jesus Christ,” 
every one who is called to the office of a watchman 
in Zion, whether in an elevated station or a subordinate 
de]>artnient, is strengthened in his work by the llt- 
deemer, who adds, in the language of his Apostle, 

Speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all autliority. 
Let no man despise thee.” Titus, ii. lo. 
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OCTOBER THE TWENtlElH. 

THE 1>0TY OP FORGIVENESS. 

Matt, vviii. 35.— -So likewise shall ^ heatenhf 
Father do also unto i/ou, if ye from your hearts 
forgh'e not every one his brother their trcs-^ 
{rasses» 

Among tlie internal evidences of tTie Divine origin 
of Christianity^ and they are both numerous and in- 
controvertible^ one of the most striking and beautifel 
is the extent to which it carries the duty of forgive- 
ness ; neither leaving it* to be regulated by custom 
nor determined by expediency^ but giving to it an 
eternal sanction, and urging it by motives of univer- 
sal obligation. With the most enlightened of the 
heathen nations, revenge was in some cases an heroic 
virtue ; and though the Jews w-ere restrainid by their 
law from acts of vengeance, they had very contracted 
notions of benevolence ; not only limiting the love of 
tlieir neighbour within the pale of their own com- 
munity, but even there assigning boundaries to tlie 
spirit of philanthropy, and measuring by the rule of 
convenience the exercise of chi?rily. They were of 
opinion that mercy was to be weighed out with a 
sparing hand, and by no means to exceed a certain 
proportion ; while justice, according to llu ir rigorous ‘ 
ideas, w to be so administered as to leave neither 
room for hope nor repentance. Our Lord taught a 
principle the reverse of this har^ and unbending 
morality, by showing on all occasions that mercy is 
the duty of man, and justice the prerogative of God. 
W'here, indeed, the public welfare is concerned, pri- 
vate feelings must yield to the general good; and 
they who are in authority, whon called upon to 
punish oflences^ must not bear Uie sword in vain. 
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But the case is ditterent behveeii mau ancU man ; for^ 
here no power is given to individuals lo avenge in-^ 
juries^ since, in so doing they would be actuated by a 
yiitdictive disposibuii, instew of seeking strict and 
impartial judgment. I i iitiian laws and putiislnnentsi 
however, are so fur from being repugnant to tlie 
Christian religion, tiiat its Divine Aulhor has ex- 
pressly inoditied iiis church according to the forms 
of civil societVi and ciijoined his followers to submit 
the consideration of trespasses to the jurisdiction of 
their superiors. But neiilier was this to be done till 
the other means of reformation, had failed, in which, 
case the decision of (he elders was to be considered 
as final ^ and when < the oifender refused to abide by 
ity lie was to be. accounted : as a Iieatheir and a 
publican,*' Thus, even wlien the obstinate nnd im- 
penitent bad cut himself ofif from sociaf coimiiunioii 
and religious privileges, he was not on that account 
to be deprived of the ordbiary eiyoyments of life, but 
remitted to the secret judgment of God, and left to 
the common course ot Ins providence. Though the 
believer was to look upon the incorrigible offender, 
so separated, as no better than a heathen or a 
publican,” yet even heathens and publicaiis were to 
be treated with kindness, and their wants relieved, 
without any consideration of their errors. Such waa 
the line of conduct to be adopted towards those who 
violated the order of society, and became outcasts by 
their own obdtir.acy. They* were not by that act 
abandoned to misery, and suffered to perish ; for 
the doctrine of the Christian still taught him the 
feelings of compasskm for liis erring brethren ; and* 
required of him the same exercise of charity lowarda- 
their spiritual and bodily infirmities, as was to be 
shown to all who were not of the household of faith. 
This w as very diff erent from that implacable resent- 
nleiit, which hardened the heart of the Jew and 
inffatned the miud of the Gentile ; the one Avitbboldr 
K 4 V 
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ing offices of humanity frdiii excommunicated per- 
sons, and ihe other persecuting to death those who 
renounced the Pagan superstitions. Npr was the 
Gosper loss powerful and gracious in its influence 
upon men in iheir private capacity ; leaching them in 
their dealings with each other to be courteous and 
liberal, gentle and merciful; not, like the Jews, con- 
fining their love to persons of the same profession 
with tlienisclves, but extending it to all the families 
of the earth. To so elevated a height does this 
sublime system carry the principle of benevolence, 
as to enjoin the unqualified forgiveness of trespasses, 
how'cver often they may be repeated or enormously 
aggravated. When our Lord delivered this precept, 
he introduced it wdth an emphatic caution for its 
observance ; Take heed unto yourselves for, 
knowing the prejudices of his disciples, he w as aware 
that they would frequently be tempted to transgress a 
rule which w as of essential inrportance to their ow n 
character and the benefit of the church. Peter 
seems to have pondered much upon this subject, and , 
not being able to satisfy himsClf with respect to the 
exact point vvliere forbearance should end, and justi- 
fiable resentment begin, be came to his Master with 
this question : Lord, how oft shall my brother 

trespass against me, and 1 forgive him ? Untill 
seven limes?” To the ardent mind of llie Apostle 
it appeared that charity must have some circum- 
scribed limits, and too many are still of the same 
opinion, notwithstanding the peremptory decision of 
Infinite Wisdom, J say not unto thee, Untill seven 
times; hut untiil seventy times seven,” or an in- 
definite number, proportioned to the boundless 
mercy of God. As an illustration of this principle, 
our Saviour related a parable, in which the cha- 
racters are finely drawn and beautifully contrasted ; 
the incidents few and simple, yet powerful ami 
aiFecting. An eastern monarch, on calling his ser- 
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vants tO' account, found that one of them was a 
defaulter to "the ainomit of abodt^ two milii<^s of 
our money, for which the proffigate, according U> 
the usage oif the country, was doomed 4o i»lavery, 
with all bis family but the generous sovereign be- 
ing moved by his tears and supplication, cancelled the 
debt, and received the man again into tavour. Such 
an act of liberality, it might have been expected, 
would have produced sentiments of tenderness in 
the mind of this spendthrift; instead of which, lie 
M as nQ sooner out of the royal presence, than with 
uiifctiing brutality he fell upon a menial domestic of 
the same family, who owed him about three pounds ; 
and because the debtor could not iniinediately pay 
him, this inexorable wretch, unmindtui ot the good- 
ness he had just experienced, and unmoved by the 
distress of liis fellow-servant, caused hi m to be 
thrown into prison. . The king, astonished at so 
atrocious a deed, ordered this unprincipled courtier 
again before him ; and having justly rebuked hini for 
his ingiatitiide and inhumauitjr, < oinmat (led him to 
be delivered to the tormentors till lie slvnild dis- 
cluirge the whole of what was due to fie royal 
Ireasiiry. Our f-*ord*s application oi this pallielic 
narrative is general, and concerns, all that bear the 
Christian name : “So shall my heavenly Father do 
also unto you, if yc from your hearts forgive nut 
every one his brother . their trespasses.” 'J bus' the 
representation puts us ail upon the same footing as 
sinners infinitely indebted to Divine justice, and 
having no. other bo|*e of deliverance f rom the punish- 
inent due unto our transgressions than .in the fullness 
of lliat grace which bringeth salvation through the 
righteousness of the Redeemer. W hen nothing re- 
mained for mankind but eternal banishment . from 
the presence of the Great King, lie gave his only 
begotten Son to be their represent alive and swrety, 
by whom every penitent believer has not only the 
K 5 
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foi^fveness of his sins of omission^ but the absolute 
pardonof jtismost heinous offences. If then God 
h^h so freely loved us, how ought we to love one 
another!” I'his is' the corichisbn drawn from the 
parable, and it is the gracious princijde which ruiw 
mroughout the whole Gospel, so that by this cri- 
terion we are enabled to jwd^ exactly our spiritual 
condition; for if upon examination we tkul that a 
deep sense of our . sins, and unfeigned gratitude for 
the mercy we have experienced, have emptied us of 
iiik:haritablene8s, and disposed us to seek the tem- 
poral and eternal welfare of all tneii w ithout excep- 
tion, then have we good conffdcuce towards God ; 
for ibis is his comtnandnient. That we should 
believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us coinniandiiient. And 
he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, 
and he in him ; and hereby we know that he abidctli 
in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” 1 John, 
iii. 23, 24. 


OCTOBER THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

THE EVIL OF SCEPTICISM. 

.John, vi. 66.— From t/iat time many of his d/s- 
ciples went hack, and walked no mote with him. 

In tlie parable of the sower, whose labours were 
attended with various effects, according to the places 
on which the seed which he scattered clmnced to fall, 
our Lord drew a picture of his own ministry, and 
the characters qf those persons to whom his Gospel 
would be imparted^ The word of life is still the 
same, though, like the good seed of the husbaiid- 
niau, it is in some measure rendered unprofitable 
Itarougb the insincerity and worldly-^mindedoess of the 
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hearers^ Some ure attracted by the novelty of the 
trutli> or dia lined. viith the eloqiieutmamiei^in which 
it IS eiiJViiced and ex|ilaiiied ; but having no better 
principle 'ihjni curiosity, these wayside professors 
soon become indiiiherent to that which they admired, 
and return again to their ordinary [Measures and pur- 
suits. Hiere are others who for a time make a specious 
appearance of improveiiient, and seem to be not only 
in earnest as the followers of Christ, but zealous iti 
promoting his glory. They even make considerablp 
advances in Divine knowlege, and perform many 
duties with a willing mind; but when the season 
comes for the trial of their sincerity, they faint under 
difficulty, and cannot endure to shake off their pre- 
judices. Like plants of rapid growth and gaudy 
exterior, they soon fade away for want of root and 
depth of principle, till at length they sink s^uin into 
the mass of corruption, with lire aggravating circum- 
stance of having made a show of religion while their 
hearts were destitute of its pow'cr. Many flatter 
themselves, that by assenting to all things, without 
inquiry, contained in tins wrilteiV Word, ibis naked 
faith will be accepted as an excuse for their lack of. 
piety ; while an Qp{K>site set, wrapping themselves 
up in a fancied righteousness, <leclare that morality 
is tlie essence of the Gospel, which whoever en- 
deavours to practise with diligence, need not be soli- 
citous about speculative doctrines. Now, as, on. tlie 
one hand, there can be no living faith w-here holiness 
is wanting; so is it certain that in the religion which 
Christ taught, there are no articles that can be justly ■ 
called speculative, if by that terra we are to under- 
stand any tiling which we are at liberty to believe or 
deny. Every recorded word uttered by him is of 
universal import, as constituting a part of lliat mys- 
tery of grace which he was manifested to reveal unt'^*: 
mankind : and as he neither made use of vague ex- 
pressions, nor performed any in^i^iilicata actions, 
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all that he affirmed and did must be received accord- 
ing to hia o\vn representation^.and not accommodsited 
to our partial conceptions. Having satisfied our-: 
selves with respect to the evidences of his mission, 
or, in other words, that his works , were divine, no- 
thing more remains for us than to receive his revela- 
tion in every part ; as well those things that arc to 
be believed, as those duties which are to be per- 
formed. For this we have our Savioiir^s own di- 
rection, in answer to the Jews, who wanted to know 
what they should do to gain the favour of the Al- 
mighty. This,” said he, is the work of God, 
that ye believe in Him whom he hath sent.” But it 
is -not sufficient to regard him merely as an insti uctor, 
or as one specially appointed with extraordinary 
powers to make known (be will of God to man ; for, 
as far as this confession goes, the persons w hom lie 
addressed seem to have been ready enough to allow 
his claims. He therefore proceeded to inform these 
inquirers what that faith was W'hicli could alone avail 
for their justification, and be productive of good 
works. , He plainly told them that he w^as the true 
bread which came'do^wu from heaven to communicate 
eternal life unto ^tfae world and this allusion to 
the daily food of their fathers in the wilderness, w^as 
so familiar an illustration of Divine wisdom, that no 
offence w'ouid have been taken at the comparison, 
had our Lord contented himself with this descrip- 
tion of his doctrine.. But when these Jews lieard 
him declare in* plain terms that he came down per- 
sonally from lieaven, the pride of reason was 
alarmed; forejudging by their senses, and being 
acquainted with bis eartlily parentage, they would 
not believe an assertion which they could not com- 
prehend, Now if the language of J esus was meta- 
|jl:.orical.only, and if' the disquietude at first felt by 
his auditors arose from their gross misapprehension 
of' bis meaning, so gracious and humble a teacber as 
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he was would have condescended to clear up the 
difficulty, by correcting their erroneous ideas. In^ 
stead of this, our Lord gave them still greater of- 
fence, by declaring, that the corporeal substance 
which appeared^ then before them, was the very 
nutriment of which he had been speaking ; and that 
the benefits to be obtained by feeding upon it, would 
infinitely exceed what had been enjoyed by those 
who did cat of the manna and w^ere dead. There 
was something in this declaration so Confounding 
to the understanding, and particularly revolting to 
the feelings and prejudices of a Jew, that, without 
making any farther hiquiry of Him who alone could 
explain the mystery, the congregation of Capernaum 
began to wrangle among themselves about this unac- 
countable doctrine. hey first murmured, and then 
fell into disputes respecting the sense in which this 
position was to be taken; and though each contended 
for his own opinion, no o|)e thought of seeking for 
the truth from the lips of the preacher ; so that, while 
all were dissatisfied and contentious, they agreed in 
this, that the thing w^as impossible, and that the 
person who advanced it was a deceiver. 'Fhese 
sceptics, like modern infidels, wandered from the 
light and involved themselves in darkness, because they 
were too proud to. confess their owm ignorance. Had 
they evinced the same eagerness to obtain information 
which th^y did to create obstacles and to show their 
resentment, they might have discovered that the 
words which offended them w'cre prophetic of some 
signal blessing, that should be the result of our 
Lord’s humiliation ; and that, as this was the great 
end of his coming, tliere might be some mystery 
about his origin, for the solution of which it w^ould 
become them to wait with patience. But the spirit 
of scepticism is incurable ; for they who are pos- 
sessed by it take a constant pleasure in multiplying 
objections to what they are afraid is true^ till at length 



230 Tits BVIL OF SCSSTlClSM. 

they contrive, by the arts of sophistry, to raise their 
doubts into axionui, and to give the form of a sys- 
tem to that which lias no positive principle or moral 
obligation. There are some,- indeed, who do not go 
quite so far as this, in their opposition to religious 
truth ; but, like the disciples who thought that the 
declaration of their Master, in the synagogue at Ca- 
peruaiim, was a hard saying, tliey want to have 
every mystery explained in a manner that shall be 
agreeable to their carnal reason. These persons, 
on being referred to that period when we shall see, 
not as through a glass, darkly, but face to face,” 
fall into an empty profession of gotlliness, con- 
tent with believing nothing mure than what is 
consonant to their ideas, and with practising those 
things only which are suitable to their own inclina- 
tions. Beyond this accommodating course they are 
too arrogant and self-willed, too wise and indolent, to 
make any advances ; and when the Saviour requires 
alt his disciples to bring their very thoughts, as well as 
their habits and desires, -under the cross, “ from that 
time these reasonenr and sensualists go back to the 
world, and walk no more with him.” But our 
obedience must be uniform and without- limitation, 
if we would receive 'the high approbation that will 
only be given to those who have persevered faithfully 
to. the ei^. Let us then examine ourselves whether 
we are in die faith, not pardaHy but thoroughly, 
by having our mi^s wholly submissive to the 
teaching of Divine Wisdom, in ail thin«8 expressly 
and clearly revealed ; so that when^ the Saviour says 
to us, in a- titae of defection, as he did to his apostles, 
“ Will ye also go away ?” we may answer in the 
language of Peter, “ lx>rd, to whom shall we go? 
diott hast the words of eternal life.” 
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OCtOBER THE TWETfTY-SECOND. 

ON THE CONBOCT OP JfiSBS, 

John, vn, After these tkingti Jesits walked m 
Galilee ; for he would not walk in Jewry, because 
the Jezcs sought to kkl hhn: 

That a person of our Lord’s undaunted firmne^, 
who had on so many occasions opposed his inveterate 
enemies in public asseoabties, resisting their pride 
ami confounding .their malice, should in this advanced 
stage of his ministry manifest any thing like timidity 
and apprehension, seems inconsistent with his general 
character; but it appears stitl more extraordinary 
that he should take shelter in Galilee, from the re- 
sentment of the people of Judea, when he had not 
long before expressly told his disciples that he 
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
of the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised again the third day.” It was 
not ill one particular discourse that he made Uiis 
assertion, nor was it done in an incidental manner ; 
but it constituted the regular subject of progressive 
discussion after the scene of glory on the holy 
mount, from which time forth he began to show or 
explain unto his immediate attendants the necessity 
of his submitting to public death, with all its tre- 
mendous horrors ; that the kingdom which he came 
to establish might commence with his resurrection. 
I'his however appeared an inexplicable diflicully, 
even to those who were apprized of its being indis- 
pensibie to the great obj^rt of their Lord’s mani- 
festation ; but when to this he added the declaration 
that his flesh and blood were to form a perpetual 
repast for believers, many stumbled at the hard say- 
ing, and would w^k no more in a thorny course^ 
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which required so many sacrifices and held out such 
dismal prospects^ instead of thaf splendid state which 
formed the great obiect of their expectation. The feel- 
ings of nature recoiled at the sufferings indicated in this 
description, and reason w as con^unded by pro- 
positions which appeared repugnant to sense and 
irreconcileable to equity. But diough our Lord had 
explicitly stated that he must visit Jerusalem, and 
there endure all these afflictive trials, for the very 
purpose of effecting those blessings which he came 
to impart; yet, as the time drew nigh, he secluded 
himself from publk: observation, avowedly, as it 
should seem, to avoid the malicious intentions of the 
Jews, who sought or conspired to kill him. Some 
of the kindred of Jesus, who, however, did not be- 
lieve ill his Divine authority, weie so far oflendtd at 
this behaviour, that they attributed it to pusillaiiiinity, 
and ( ailed upon him, in sarcastic language, to go and 
show forth his extraordinary power at Jerusalem, be- 
fore tliose persons w ho were the most competent judges 
of his doctrines, and that Uie people of the capital 
migiit also be edified by his works. But iN>twithstandr 
ing lliese reproaches, the defection of some of his 
disciples, and his own positive assurances tlint he 
must become a viclim to the malignant infidelity 
of die rulers, he still continued to abide in Galilee, 
AVhat then, it may be asked, could be his motives 
for so studiously endeavouring to secure himself, at 
that particular time, from the dangers which threat- 
ened him? and why, if there was an absolute neces- 
sity for his suffering death in Jitdea, did lie act in 
such a manner as showed an unwillingness to en- 
counter the hardships which he hud himself fi. retold.? 
'I he answer to all this is now' evident ; for it was not 
only necessary that he should submit to death, but 
that .it should be attended with peculiar circum- 
stances of barbarity, though conducted with the 
pompous solemnity of a judicial process ; that he 
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should be treacherously seized through the perfidy of 
one of his followei's, and be abandoned by all the 
rest ; that he should be dragged before the public 
tribunal as a malefactor^ covered with crimes, yet 
j>rovcd innocent, even by the testimony of his ene- 
mies, be acquitted by his judge, and after all be de- 
livered up to popular fury, the victim of national 
frenzy, but in reality a voluntary oifering for the 
redemption of mankind. Now all this was neces- 
sary, that what the prophets liad predicted might be 
accomplished, and that what was prefigured in' the 
law might be completed. . He was the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world and the primi- 
tive institution of animal sacrifices Was nothing else 
than a syiiibolicai representation of his atonement, 
without which the whole would have been a cruel 
ceremony, unworthy of God and fiseless to man. 
It was necessary that the Son of God, who of his 
own will took upon him our nature, should in that 
nature fulfill all righteousness, and finally be put to 
a painful and an ignominious death, that he might be 
a perfect oblation for the sins of the -world. Had the 
design of his suffering been no more than to give 
publicity to the fact of his resurrection, ar some pre- 
tend, it is diflicult to show why the preceding tortures 
were in any way expedient ; since, as in the case of 
Lazarus, the miracle might have been completely 
demonstrated by Kis lying three days in the grave, 
and tiieii rising again solely by his own power. But 
if the crucifixion was not needed for. this purpose, 
much less was it wanted in the way of example, be- 
cause the patient endurance of ills w-as sufiiciently 
manifested in his holy life, and the circumstances 
attending his death were such as none of his fol- 
lowers have been called to pass through. Besides, 
we find our Lord, in his last moments, evincing a 
degree of acute sensibility' and anguish, which ap- 
pears astonishing, even to believers, and which some 
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superfieial d6gmatk)to ha^e stigmatized as weakness, 
for the want of considering the cause of his. cook- 
plaint and its mysterious connexion with the great 
work of our reckinptiotr. The conduct of Jesus, 
then, in remaining secretly in Galilee, to avoid the 
vengeful designs of the Jews, who sought an* occa<* 
sion to murder him privately, arose not from the 
fear of deatli, or from any anxious concern to shun it 
when arrayed in its most tremendous forms ; but it 
proceeded, as we have seen, from a principle the 
very reverse. Compared with what was soon to 
lake place, assassination would have been a kindness 
to Him who knew that bis body was to be ploughed 
vridi scourges, . and his templeS' rent with thorns; 
that after being hurried frouv one court to another, not 
only ui;pitied, but grievously oppressed by nccurnu** 
lated abuses, he should bedeiivered up U> the Gentiles 
to endure the most ignomiiuous and painful punish* 
nient which they could possibly infiict. It is evident, 
therefore) that with the knowlegeof what was to befm- 
him) our blessed Lord, by walking no more in Jewry, 
while the conspirators lay m wait to slay turn, only 
shunned the lesser evil tli^t he might experience the 
greater^ But here) also, was remarkably verified 
one of the stated propbeeieS) which were regularly 
exhibited of liim in the services of the temple ; for 
as the paschal lafnb was to be separated from the 
flock for a certain period preparatory to the feast, so 
did this spotless victim keep himself secluded till the 
time arrived when it was proper for him to be 
offered at Jerusalem, where he l>are our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that W'e being dead to sins 
should live unto righteousness ; by whose stripes wc 
«re healed^’* 1 Pet. ii, 24. 
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OCTOBER THE TWENTY-THIRD. 

TflE POWER OF TRUTH. 

John, vii. 4d .— any of theruhrs or of the' 
Pharisees believed on him^^ 

W !TH this dogmatical question did llie council at 
Jerusalem think it sufficient to silence all who ex- 
pressed any admiration of the works or the \vi9dom 
of Jesus, 'riiese bigots bding alarmed by the wonders 
which our Lord wrought, and provokeil still more by 
the doctrines which he preach<ed> endeavoured to cut 
him off privately before tlie solemnity of the pass- 
over, at which time it was apprehended that his mi- 
nistry would produce serious eifSeets on the minds of 
the ])eopte. "Hietr niaticious designs, howevef> w'ere 
frustrated by the obji^ct of them who came privatcljr 
to the feast, and taught in the temple with such 
power as to excise much discussion, and a variety of 
opinion* among the multitudes who attended this 
great national festival. That the enemies of Jesus 
did not then carry their wicked purpose into execu- 
tion is easily accounted for, from the situation which 
they held, and which made them responsible to the 
Koman governinent for any outrage that should be 
committed, particularly at the celebration of their 
religious ceremonies. At the feast, then, our Sa- 
viour ap|>€ared, and so mighty was the word of truth 
from his lips, that the public were divided concern- 
ing him ; for while some were irritated against him 
to u degree of madness, « others judiciously said. 
When Christ couieth, will he do more miracles 
than these which this man hath done ?” These per- 
sons were not so biindied by prejudice as to deny 
the evidence of their senses; and therefore of such 
men it might havo been SKid> that they were not far 
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from the kingdom of God. But wlieii the heads of 
the council understood that the spirit of inquiry was 
awakened^ they resolved to slide it in the beginnings 
and accordingly sent their ofiicers to apprehend die 
JReformer, as one who disturbed the public peace 
and instigated the people to sedition. Some address^ 
however, was requisite in the execution of this com- 
mission, and therefore the messengers, at first, mixed 
without observation in the crowd that attended the 
lectures of this wonderful Teacher. The charm of 
his eloquence softened even the rugged tempers of 
these men, and the opinions expressed by his auditors 
attracted their attention. So favourable was the im- 
pression made by the persuasive discourses, the ho- 
nest freedom, and benevolent actions of our Lord^ 
that many who did not extend their approbation of 
him to a belief of his Divine authority, could not 
help acknowleging that he w^as a good man.*^ But 
even this measure of praise, limited as it was, gave 
great offence to the narrow-minded zealots who over- 
heard it; and, they immediately retorted with acri- 
mony, Nay, but he deceivellt the people.”# The 
whole history of the Kedeemcr hardly affords any 
higher encomium on the purity of his chardcler than 
what is contained in this declaration of his most 
inveterate adversaries, who discovered, while lliey 
made it, an eager desire to have impeached his re- 
putation ; but malice itself was incapable of fasten- 
ing any other charge upon him than that which con- 
stituted his greatest glory, the incessant endeavour to 
enlighten dark understandings, to free men’s minds 
from the thraldom of superstition, and to lead them 
into the way of righteoustiuss. But though be was 
treated as a deceiver by those Jews who knew that 
their craft was in danger by the exposure of their 
corruptions, there w ere not wanting some discerning 
minds, who saw in the ministry of Jesus coiiviiic.ng 
testimonies of his prophetic character; while oUieis^ 
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sgaiiiy of a more serious and inquisitive cast, having 
compared what they witnessed with the leading pre- 
dictions of the Messiah, concluded justly, and con- 
fessed honestly, that this W'as the Christ. This diver- 
sity of sentiments increased the uneasiness of the 
Sanhedrim, for they were aware, that if the dis- 
cussion of his merits was suffered to go on, the 
result would be* favourable to his claims and de- 
structive of their traditions. Great therefore w'as 
their disappointment when the officers returned with- 
out their prey ; but much greater was the indigna- 
tion of the council on hearing this reason assigned 
for the disobedience of their orders, Never man 
Sjpake like this man.*’ To the perturbed minds of 
the Jewish rulers this langu^e of their servants was 
beyond measure provoking, as it was uu indirect, 
but severe, condemnation of that spirit which could 
contrive the death of a person for nothing else but 
explaining the principles of religion in simplicity, 
and doing acts of kindness without osieiitution or 
partiality. The reply of the officers, brief as it was, 
amoinUed to a reproach of their employers no less 
than to a vindicatron of Jesus. It said, indeed, 
plainly enough, “ You have, upon report merely, 
adjudged a mail to be worthy of death as an in- 
cendiary, as one who labours by his preaching to 
change the laws and to subvert the state, to 
destroy our religion and to - endanger the country. 
Now, in pursuance of your commands, we have seen 
this person, and watched him attentively ; we have 
heard his discourses, and witnessed their effects upon 
the people: but so fur is the doctrine of tliis 
preacher from having any evil tendency, that nothing 
can be more refined from worldly motives ; while 
the morality which he recommends is mtlier calculated 
to strengthen government than to subvert it ; being 
drawn from the purest principles, and enforced by 
4 lie most couviucing arguments, so that ^ never man 
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v^ke like this man/” That this ^as ;the meaning :of 
^lie tnessengers is obvious^from the bitterreply of their 
masters, Arc ye .also deceived? Is it possible 
.that men of your /understandingsvimd r]»ivtieges, who 
are in the constant habit of bearyag the Jaw ex* 
..pounded by sage .profiessors, and of leainiug the sen- 
timents. of the most celebrated, doctors, on ques- 
tions of the highest importance ; can it^be, that men 
so favoured . as ye are, should be Jed aside by one 
Mihose origin is despicable, and his education so 
mean, Uiat he never acquired in our schools the ru- 
diments of learning ? But why do you trust to your 
own judgment in so .w^ghty a concern, instead of 
imitating the caution of your superiors in rank and 
ktiowlege; for ^ have any of the rulers or of the 
Pharisees believed on him?’ I>ook around this 
venerable assembly, and see among those who for 
their wisdom and experience have been raised to 
offices of high trust, whether any of them are fa- 
vourable to the pretensions of him wJioni you so 
inconsiderately admire ; or do you find of those who 
sit. ill the chair of Moses, and who are deeply con- 
versant in all the mysteries of our religion, any^ 
who have condescended to become this man’s dis- 
ciples ?” Such was the arbitrary tone in which these 
elders and instructors of the nation thought proper to 
bear down men, of plain natural sense, who had ex- 
pressed their feelings with conscientious simplicity. 
The evidence of the officers was overpowered by tlie 
weight of authority ; and that this might be the more 
effectual in preventing the farther exercise of private 
judgment, the reasoning, if such it can be called, 
was closed with a terrible anathema ; This {people 
who know not the law are accursed.” hVom this 
narrative we learn, that neither dignity nor talents, 
age nor ..profession, must sway us in the study of 
Divine truth; which, as it is the interest of every 
man, so is it his duty to apply to it. with diligence and 



THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ArDULTBHY. ‘289 

All unbiassed mind. Tbe holy Scriptures are :die 
only rule of faith, the principles of which are level 
to the understandings of t!)e uiil^avned as well as to 
those of the more sagacious «and •'deeply skilled 
^ in human science. It so happens, however, that 
<oii this very account the wisdom of God is despised 
by •the pride ofgoiikis, because it is addressed equally 
to the vulgar and the great, the illiterate peasant and 
•the enlightened philosopher. But while the haughty 
scorner, who bHasteth hiuiself of his spkndid know- 
Jege, is like the clouds and wind without rain,** 

. the luimble believers receive daily an increase of 
grace ; for having, in -a houest and good heart, heard 
the w(»rd, they k^p it and biitig forth fruit with 
patience/* Luke, viii. 15 . 


OCTOBER THE TWENTY-FOURTH. 

THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY. 

John, viii. ll.~./esws $aid unto her ^ Veither do 
condemn thee : go, and sin no more. 

WRICKED and artful men are sometimes too cun- 
ning for tiiemselves ; and by their eager endeavours 
to accomplish the ruin of others, they frequently 
bring shame upon their own heads. Of this we 
have a striking instaiKe in the history before us, 
which is reinai’kable on several accounts, but par- 
ticularly as representing the contrast between the 
bigotry of the Scribes ami Pharisees, and the benig- 
nity of Jesus; the arts of those men to draw' him 
into a snare, and his wisdom in turning their ma- 
licious designs against themselves. The daily dis* 
courses of our l^rd in the temple, and the crowds 
that regularly attended bis teaching, gave great alarm 
to those men who were sensible that both bis works 
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and his doctrine carried plain evidence of his Divine 
authority ; but being determined not to ackrtowl^ge 
him - after having declared themselves hostile ta: his 
claims^ they were perpetually contriving schemNS^ to 
injure his reputation and to destroy iiis person. To 
accomplish one or both of these objects^ they 'brought 
a woman before him, charged ^ with a grievous 
crime, and having placed her ki the midst of the 
assembly, they said, Master, this woman w-as 
taken in adultery, iti the very act. Now Moses* in 
the law commanded us, that stic^; should be stoned ; 
but what sayest thou?’’ it was eariy in the morning 
w hen these zealots came upon this business ; whence 
it 18 not uncharitable to believe that the whole was a 
plot, managed throughout for the express purpose 
of bringing our Saviour into an embarrassment, as 
an interpreter of the law. This, indeed, is strength* 
ened by all that follows ; for while the accusers of 
the wonian were stating the particulais of the case, 
,and vehemently urging the authority of Moses on the 
kind of punishment to be indicted on such offenders, 
Jesus stooped down, and w'itli bis huger, wrote on 
the ground. Tliis was a symbolical action, and not 
designed to show his inattention to what was said, 
as some unwarrantable additions to tite text have 
represented, blit to fix the observation of the spec- 
tators, and to convince them by uhat lie wrote on 
the door of the femple, that a greater than Moses 
was there* Every thing recorded of this Divine 
Teacher had some relation to .die work on 
which he came into the \Yorld, End was intended for 
our instruction, sis well as that of the persons who 
attended his ministry. Wiieit, therefore, he stooped 
down, aiid with his finger wrote on the ground, it is 
Uot to be supposed that what he did was unintel- 
ligible to men so skilled in letters as the Scribes. 
]£>th they and their j^ociat^, the Pharisees, i>vere 
close dbscrvers pf ofiir jU>td*s conduct ; and on thia 
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occasion, especially, their eyes would naturally foI« 
low the motion of Iik hand, wlien they perceived 
that he gave no other answer to their questions. 
But while he was so engaged, some of them still con* 
tinned to urge him for a peremptory Judgment, that, 
they might be furnjshed with a complaint against him, 
for having contiadictod the authority of Moses, or fof 
taking ufibii him tlie judicial character, in opposition 
lu the Roman government. Aware of their design^ 
the Saviour continued writing, and upon their importu* 
Viity he raised himself with dignity, to make this appli* 
cation of vVhat he had inscribed : He tliat is with* 
out sin among you, let him first east a stone at her.” 
Having said this, be resuiTicd his posture and com* 
plelcd liia writing, w hich die hypocrites inspecting^ . 
iuui everv man finding his own guilt expressly de* 
noted, coiiscumce struck him, and he withdrew from 
tlie place, being unable to deny the chaise, and un- 
vv illing to enter into any farther comiYiuiiicution with 
this Searcher of hearts. It has been generally ima- 
gined that the saying of Jesus produced the convic- 
tion which made these deceivers leave the place ; but 
if that had been the case, no reason ran he assigned 
tor the orderly manner in which they went out one 
by oiu*, begiiiiiing at tlie eldest, even unto the last.” 
It was the writing . on the pavenieiit, like that on the 
wall of the palacO at Babylon, whicli awakened con- 
science and cotnpelled these deceivers to retire in 
confusion, as e.acli found bis guilt so expressed, that> 
it was impossible toeliide the application, Thou art 
tlie -nian.’^ This farther appears from tlie ciremn- 
sXance, that the writing of our Saviour ended wlieii; 
tlie last. of the informers quitted the temple; on 
which, regsriiiiiig his fonner position, he said to the 
unhappy x^prit, Woman, M.here arc those thine 
accusers f Hath no inait coiideinned iliee? And. 
she said, No man, Lord.” llie mildness witly^ 
ubich he ta^ated this poor creature, is a beautU^, 

VOL. III. Ii . 



242 TttB' WOMAN TAKBN XN ADULTERY. 

instance of that Divine benignity which shone forth 
conspicuously in his dealmgs with sinners who were 
not hardened in impiety, or who sought not to cover 
the deformity of vice with the garb of hypocritical 
sanctity. Instead of passing a heavy censure upon 
one who appeared to be oppressed with sorrow, and 
probably . evinced some signs of penitence, the Re- 
deemer meekly blended compassion with reproof, and 
dismissed the woman with the consolation of hope, 
as an encouragement to repentance ; Neither do I 
condemn thee; go, and sin no more/’ Thus the 
pardon which he pronounced was only to be secured 
by* an amendment of life, and a circumspect regard 
to her future conduct. And here the difference of 
bis behaviour to tlie criminal and to her accusers de- 
serves to be noticed ; for while he ministered com- 
fort to the one, he left the others to the terrors of 
conscious guilt. The reason of this is apparent, 
since the w'oman fell into error by temptation ; and 
her persecutors, who were probably in some degree 
her deceivers also, endeavoured to destroy the righte- 
ous utider the pretence of punishing the guilty. This 
woman might have continued to pursue the career 
of vice all her days, w^hbout incurring the vengeance 
of these reforiisers, if they had not wanted an occa- 
sion to accuse Jesiis as a gainsayer of Moses, or as 
one who arrogated to himself the province of magis- 
tracy. Th the Scribes and Pharisees, therefore, were 
united the most heinous sins that can defile the hu- 
man heart, hatred and revenge, envy and hypocrisy ; 
the want of charity to the frailties of the miserable, 
and a deadly enmity to the virtues of the rigliteous. 
But in the end their wickedness was made manifest, 
and they were properly left to the bitter anguish of 
disappointed malice, rendered still more acute by the 
consciousness that their inmost thoi^hts and most 
secret transgressions were known* Let us learn, 
Iheiti from henccj to pity the weakness of those who 
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have been ensnared by Satan’s devices^ and, instead 
of blazoning their faults, let us throw a vail over 
them, and endeavour to lead the wanderers back to 
the way of life. When we are compelled to behold 
the follies of others, let us call our own to mind ; 
and if we have been providentially kept from any 
gross offences, let us not be vainglorious, but thank- 
ful and circumspect, lest a temptatipn should befall 
us, from which, by trusting to our own strength, we 
may not be able to escape. The scene in tlie temple 
was a sketch of one more august and treniendoiis, 
which shall be unfolded in the view of the universe^ 
and in which we also must be more than spectators; 
when the throne of God being set in the' clouds of 
heaven. He vyho wrote on the floor of the sacred 
edifice, and who gave the tables of the law on Sinai, 
shall cause the books to be opened, with the book of 
life ; and then shall the dead be judged out of 
those things which are written iii the books according 
to their works.” Rev. xx. 12. 


OCTOBER THE TWENTY^nmi. 

ON FAITH IN CHRIST. 

John, viii. 9,4.— If ye believe not that 1 am he, ye 
shall die in your sins. 

It is remarkable, that while the Jews, wbo were 
the contemporaries of oiir Lord, and observed him 
with close attention, were so provoked by his as- 
sumptions as to charge him with blasphemy, mo- 
dern reasoners, calling themselves Christians, ' affect 
to see nothing in his language and deportment but 
what indicated the refined humanity of the enlighten^ 
moralist, and the wisdom of an* inspired teacher. 
But if he was nothing more than what this confes- 
sion amounts to, the difliculty will be, not so much 
L t 
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-to account for the infidelity of the nation^ a» to ex- 
plain his conduct in asserting claims, which, in the 
Judgment of bis hearers, could not be conceded 
without 4*aising him to an equality with God. Now, 
whatever might be the ignorance of the body of the 
people, it is certain that the Pliarisecs were men of 
acute understanding; and that both they and the 
Scribes were ^vcll acquainted with the letter of the 
Scriptures. In the presence of these men our 
Saviour explicitly maintained his divinity, and all his 
lectures in the temple turned upon the important 
article of his incarnation. If ye believe not,” said 
he to these learned professors, “ if ye believe not 
that r am, ye filial! die in your sins.” This is a 
literal version, of one of the most solemn declarations 
that came from Him N\ho spake as never man did ; 
but our translators have weakened its force and ob- 
scuned its meaning by the addition of a pronoun, 
which has no relation whatever to any thing in the 
context. The subject on which. Jesus was discours- 
ing, was not his official character, but liis unlive 
majesty, and the hieffable union wliich subsisted be- 
tween Ji ini. and the Father. The words, indeed, in- 
volve two articles of primary moment iir the a eed of 
believers ; the pre-existciU glory of Glirisl, and his 
Siifferiug in the ticiAi for the sins of the world, I'ailh 
hihim*, ^to be effiectual, must therefore be tlmtof a 
sinner who trusts for pardon and acceptance solely to 
the merits of an infinite Saviour, '^rhey who wilT 
receive him in no higher capacity than as an excellent 
instructor, or as one who hath made new discoveries 
with respect to the will of God and^i future state, must 
be contentwith thathappiness whicb llieir morality caa 
secure^ but beyoud this they have uo higher hopes than 
the heathen bad, who with all their virtue must be left 
to tiie uneoveuanted. mercies of.the ^Most High. Re- 
ligious, faith is a ^.persuasion .that Christ is the Son of 
Go^,aud tiuit he cutne into the world to save sinners, 
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as tlioir representative. It Is not sullicieiit to acknow- 
lege that he was a prophet ami wiought rtiiracle.'f, 
that he was^ the person orduiiicd to supersede the 
ceremonial law, and to be an exemplar of righteous- 
ness;, tliat. he suffered death on the cross, and rofw 
agan^froni the dead ; tliat, after foiitidiiig a chiircir 
upon eardi, he ascended to heaven ; and that at tiie 
end of time he sluill appear, ta clear , up the ways of 
Providence, by a final separatrOu of tlie righteous 
from the wicked. A* faith which comprehends these 
pi^)ints is possessed even by the spirits of darkness, 
who arc. sealed under a decree of irreveisible con- 
demnation; aggravated in its hprrors by the assur- 
ance, that, while they are shut out from all hope, 
God himself bath provided a satisfaction for human 
transgression. To believe in Christ then, as he hath 
himself condescended ta .explain the nature of faith„ 
jis to receive him as our Redeemer who came dow n 
from the bosom of his Father, and was enshrined in 
our humanity, that he might raise us from the death of 
sin to a life of rigbteousiacss ; that be might bear the 
punishment due to our offences, and give us an ad- 
mission to that state of glory which he hath opened 
for us by his blood. Now it is, evident that this faith 
cannot be attained so long as wx have any idea that 
our own works will be at all available to our justifi- 
cation; for he wlio is persuaded dmt righteousness 
conieth by tlie law, will have very unworthy notions 
of redemption. But when the mind is awakened to 
see the evil of sin, and feels its utter incapacity to 
make any satisfaction for past errors, the tidingj^ of 
mercy, through the virtue of an infinite Sacrifice, will 
be as the Mws of pardon to the wretch under sen- 
tence of death. The value of the blessing will ^ of 
course be understood in proportion to the sense 
wliich the sinner has of his desperate condition ; and 
according to the knowlege which he has of himself, 
so will be bis gratitude to the Saviour. The Pha.-<^ 
L 3 
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risees were so fully persuaded of their own moral 
worthy that the promise of salvation from sin, and 
the necessity of faith in Him who came to accom- 
plish it^ appeared to be nothing less than an injury to 
their moral character and an insult to t)ieir under- 
standings. These men would not believe that Christ 
,caine from above, because by so doing they iiiust 
Lave admitted what was .offensive to their pride, 
that they were miserable sinners, whose redemption 
required the humiliation of God’s own Son ; that they 
w ere so polluted as to stand in need of the bipod of 
atonement! that they were, condemned by Divine 
justice, and wanted a mediator ; 'in short, that they 
were absolutely helpless, and without any merits of 
their own which could.fit them for the kingdom of 
Heaven, or deliver them from the w'rath to come. 
Now all this rwa$ necessarily connected with the 
article, that our L^rd had ah existence before his 
appearance in human nature ; consequently in deny^ 
ing (his point the Pharisees stumbled attlie founda- 
tion of the Gospel, and chose rather to remain in 
their sins than submit to the righteousness of God 
by iaitb.” Even some of tlie Jews, who were dis-* 
posed to foHow Jesus as a divine teacher, fell away 
when they beard him dwell repeatedly upon this 
fundamental doctrine; but their defection, and the 
occasion of it, did not induce our Lord either to re- 
lax his claims, or explain the position in such a way 
as to gratify their prepossessions. On the contrary, 
he resumed the subject in every succeeding discourse; 
and^ to put the matter beyond all possibility of mis- 
construction, he soared *to the height of majesty, and 
passity^ over the patriarchal age> affirmed of himself 
that he was from eternity, and that to him belonged 
the incommunicable name which the persons whom 
he addressed deemed it almost profanation to. utter. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham 
was^ I am/’ Now whatever doubts might have beeu 
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entertained respecting our Lord’s meaning in tlie* pre- 
ceding arguments, the whole were removed by this 
declaration, which his auditors understood in no other 
sense than that of his arrogating to himself the 
highest attributes of Deity. These men were not 
the rabble of Judea, but the most intelligent inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem, who visited the temple daily 
for the purpose of information, and who had attended 
the entire course of lectures delivered by Jesus in 
that sacred place. Though, therefore, we should 
mistake many of the sayings recorded in the Gospels, 
it is not to be supposed that the persons who heard 
them were so ignorant of their own language as to 
take this assertion in a sense foreign from the mean- 
ing of Him W'ho made it; and even if they did, a still 
greater difficulty occurs to account for the conduct 
of the Teacher in suffering the people to remain 
under an erron^us impression, w ithout endeavouring 
to explain what had given them so much offence. 
Instead of doing this, he silently endured the charge 
of blasphemy ; and when the people attempted to 
stone him, he passed through the midst of them 
miraculously, and went his way. From hence we 
learn, that the doctrine of our Lord’s essential di- 
vinity is neither a doubtful question nor a speculative 
point, which we may safely believe or deny; but it 
IS that alone which gives life to the principles of re- 
ligion, and virtue to every duty. As this belief 
affords the only remedy to the wounded conscience, 
in demonstrating the iiifiiiite efficacy of that blood 
w'faich was shed for our transgressions, so is it the 
most effectual security against the snares of sin, by 
showing what an immense sacrifice was necessary to 
cleanse us from guilt, and to deliver us from con- 
demnation ; for, after that the kindness and love 
of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercyi be saved .us by the washing 
L 4 
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of regeneration and the renew ing of the Holy Gho»t, 
ivhich lie shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour; that/ being, justified by his grace; we 
sliould be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.” Titus, iii. 4 — 7. 


OCTOBER THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

"JIIE MAN BORN BLIND. 

John, ix. he said, Lord, I belie^ve. Jrtd 

he worshipped him. 

7he miracles of Jesus were not only splendid proofs* 
of his pow'er and goodness, but lessons of practical 
utility, conveying much valuable information con* 
certiing the kingdom which he came to establish, and 
describing the different effects of his Gospel upon 
the Jew, who hardened himself against all evidence, 

. and the Gentile, who without a previous revelation 
gladly accepted the offer of grace, and submitted to 
the Messiah as his Saviour and his God. Of this 
J^itid was the circumstance which happened when our 
Lord withdrew from the assembly of Pharisees, 
whom he had provoked by the assertion of his pre- 
existeiice and divinity. Some commentators have 
represented him as flying from the fiu*y of those 
bigots ; but certainly the narrative does not warrant 
any such thing ; for, on the contrary, he there ap- 
pears quitting the place with a majesty becoming his 
character, and confounding his enemies as much by 
the manner of* his departure as he had before irri- 
tated them by the nature of his claims. As he and 
his disciples were pacing along the public way 
which led to the temple, their attention was drawn 
to the miserable situation of a beggar, who had been 
blind from bis birth. T'be low state of religious 
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priiiiciplea at this period, is sufficiently clear from the 
strange question propounded to bur Lord by some of 
his followers, on the case of this afflicted object, 
who was obliged to earn a precarious subsistence by 
soliciting alms of those who went to offer their devo- 
tions in the sanctuary. Instead of pitying the con- 
dition of this wretched being, and recommending 
him to the kindness of their Lord, they said, 
Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind V* To account for this seem- 
ing want of charity, it should be considered that the 
Jews,, after the last captivity, carried tlie belief of ori- 
ginal sin so far, as to suppose that the actual guilt of 
j>arents was transmitted to their posterity. This no- 
tion they imbibed from their intercourse with some of 
the eastern visionaries, who also taught them, and 
the philosophers of Greece, the* mystic fable, thiil 
the present life is a state of degradation, in which every 
man suffers for his former delinquency. The ao^iver 
which the disciples received, was intended to show, 
that in this probationary course the duty of nia0 is to 
study the will of God in his revealed word, and to 
avoid all questions which tend to strife, or that do not 
minister to edification. Much has been said on the 
origin of evil, but fewv, it is to be feared, examine 
strictly that which is in their own hearts, and com- 
pare what prevails there wtth the history of the fall ; 
for, if they did, they W'ould perceive that idle curio* 
sily, pride, and inordinate desire, are the sources of 
all tlui ills w hich distract their quiet and hinder* their 
improvement, 'jflle disciples wanted information on 
ail intricate subjeef; but their Lord told them, that 
1 h‘ came into the world to do tlie works of bis 
I'alher in the time allotted for his mission,* and that 
the present wais one of those occurrences which 
w ould admit of no delay, lie iholi lit proper, how- 
ever, to correct tie error hito which they had 1 alien, 
respecting the commuiucation of by st ying*. 
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that neither had this man sinned nor his parents, in 
the Miay which they supposed; but that this calamity, 
whatever they might think of it. Was an act of Divine 
wisdom and goodness towards the afhicted object 
himself, and to the moral world, of which, in his 
dark and helpless state, he was an exact emblem. 
Thus we learn that all evil, in some way Or other, is 
productive of good, and directed to the advancement 
of the glory of God, even whlSki the immediate 
agents are thinking of nothing but their own designs, 
and when those who suffer are by their circumstances 
deprived of' hope. . While our Saviour w^as instruct- 
ing his disciples on the necessity of active piety, he 
approached the blind man, and having anointcki his 
eyes with clay, directed him to wa^h in the pool of 
Siloam, which lay at the foot of Mount Sion. To 
this injunction carnal reason, especial!]^ in one who 
could have no proper conception of miracles, might 
have objected, that the way was hard to find for a 
person ill his condition; and, besides, that the means 
employed were of such a nature as to be incapable 
of doing him any good ; that clay was more likely to 
injure the parts t^ii to open bis eyes, and tliat the 
waters of Siloam Uere never known to possess any 
medicinal virtue. In some such way would an indo- 
lent sceptic have evaded the command, while the 
presumptuous Pharisee would have treated the whole 
process with contempt, attempting to demonstrate 
with great parade of philosophical argument the utter 
impossibility of giving sight to a man born blind. 
But the man; who knew little more than the name of 
his benefactor, ^ did not stop to consider what was to 
be done, or make any inquiries of his neighbours 
about the propriety of what was enjoined. He 
patiently submitted to what our Lord performed upon 
his eyes, and groped his way to the place appointed, 
where he washed according to the directions he bad 
received^ and came back, seeing. This miracle 
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quickly became the subject of conversation in that 
part of Jerusalem; but it being the sabbatfa*<lay, 
some of the most scrupulous inhabitants thought it 
right to bring the man before the supreme council. 
The news of this marvellous act came like a thun- 
derbolt upon an assembly which had just passed a 
decree^ that if any person confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah; he should be excommunicated. This was 
done out of revenge; because our Lord had explicitly 
asserted his Pivtne glory. Great; therefore, was the 
astonisliment of the . Pharisees when they heard of 
this unequivocal evidence of his verity \ but instead 
of retracting their unrighteous deed, they. pri^edeii 
with the utmost virulence and cunning in their at- 
tempts to faken the charge of imposture upon the 
person who had been relieved. To this end they 
examined both him and his parents with rigorous 
exactiieas ; but when all their efforts to^ dravV the 
man into an acknowlegement of fraud proved in vain, 
they had recourse to the last act which lay in their 
power, that of cutting this poor creature off ‘from 
the benefits of their religion and the enjoyment of 
civil society. In this desolate state was he found the 
second time by the Redeemer, w ho came to seek and 
to save those who were lost. The beggar, for wit- 
nessing a good confession, was cast out of the, Jewish 
cominuiiioii, but he was admitted into that spiritual 
body of which Christ is the living bead. His cor- 
])oreal blindness made him acquainted with Jesus, 
and his wonderful cure brought upon him the terrors 
of excommunication ; but when he was despised and 
persecuted by men, the Saviour of sinners took him 
up and incorporated him into his family. When our 
Lord made himself known to him as the Son of Gypd, 
he believed the word of truth; and he showed the 
sincerity of his faith, not merely in a verbal profes- 
sion, but by falling down at his feet and worshipping 
him. As this poor man in his whole conduct ej^- 
1-6 
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hifilted a striking contrast to the Pfaarbees; who re- 
mained blind while they pretended to superior light 
and holiness ;*so was he an emblem of the Gentiles, 
w^ho were, like him, plunged in darkness, till,, upon 
the rejection of the Gospel by tire Jews, their eyes 
were opened ; and then was fulfilled the pniphetic 
edict, Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, 
and the deaf that have ears. Let all nations be 
gathered together, and let the people be assembled ; 
who among them can declare this, and show us 
former things ? Let them bring forth their wit- 
nessed, tbat^they may be justified; or let them hear 
and say, It is truUi.’’ Is. xliii. 8, (J. 


OCTOBER THE TWENTY-SEVENTH. 

ON INTEMPRKATE ZEAL. 

Luke, ix. 55, oO.^Uui he turned and rebuked 
therrij and said, Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of for the Son of Man is not come 
to destroy mefis lives, but to tave them. 

In nothing has the blundering malice of infidels been 
more conspicuous than in charging the Christian reli- 
gion and its Founder wiUi intolerance ; for if it be 
allowable to select any particular virtue as pre-emi- 
nent, where every thing abounds that can exalt human 
nature to the highest perfection in this life, it is the 
Divine benignity wdiich runs through all the precepts 
of the Gospel, as well as in the several actions of 
our Redeemer. The patience which he displayed in 
ensuring the contradiction of sinners, and submitting 
to the j^eatest tortures that malice could devise or 
.cruelty inflict, was only equalled by fiis readiness to 
da good for evil, to relieve the afflicted of every de- 
ifcriptioni and his liberality to those who treated hiqi 
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with rudeness atid ingratitude. Nor did. the system 
laid down by him for the government of his church 
and the conduct of his followers, in any respect 
differ, from the beautiful example which he uniformly 
set them, of love and forbearance, humility and re- 
signation. It is true, he was also distinguished by his 
zeal ; but this was of the noblest kind, and never ap* 
peared fur any other purpose than that of vindicating 
the Divine honour and the freedom of the human 
mind, against those who had been injured, both by 
tyranny and corruption. But while he prophetically 
denounced heavy judgments upon ail who should 
pervert the ways of others by licentious principles, 
or by making additions to the Word of God, he 
neither ehiiployed the sword himself, nor authorized 
tlic use of it by his disciples, for die propagation of 
liis religion. The zeal which shone so brightly in 
our Lord, was an unmix^d devotion to tha^ cause of 
truth, and an iniwearied endeavour to promote die 
temporal arid spiritual welfare of mankind. The only 
W'eapous viiiich he allowed in his service were those 
of reason and persuasion, meekness and fortitude, u 
constant study of die Divine will, and the cultivation 
of every grace that could recommend his faith to the 
inquiring mind, or overcome the prejudices of the 
world. The persons who have borne his name, 
liuve not indeed uiiifonnly acted by his rule; and in 
too many cases, it is to be lamented, that his ex- 
ample has had little influence on those who have 
professed the profoiuidest veneration for his cha- 
racter. Kven while he was upon eartli, some of those 
who lived in the closest intimacy with him, were 
occasionally misled by their passions into an erro- 
neous idea of their duty, and thought they could not 
show a iNToper aflectioa to the Saviour without re- 
senting the ill treatment which he received from un- 
believers. Uijt whenever such instances occurretl, 
they who discovered that spirit were rcpixived with 
2 ' 
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severity^ to make them, and all ^ha should come 
after them, sensible that He who had legions at his 
command could stand iu no need of human inter- 
ference to avenge his honour or. to advance hi» 
purposes ; and that his religion was to be formed in 
the hearts of men by the force of inward conviction 
alone, without the operation of violence' or the in- 
fluence of Divine judgments. Charity is the vital 
principle, without which faith is dead ; and this 
virtue admits not of that fiery zeal which would de- 
stroy men’s, bodies for the good of their souls, but 
is manifested in gentleness and forbearance ; the exer- 
cise of good works, even to the unthankful, and a 
spirit of love towards all who are in the darkness of 
error and the bondage of sin. What that charity is 
which believers are to display in their intercourse 
with the world, our Lord.exeinplified in his journey 
through Samaria, at the approach of the feast of 
dedication. This was in the high road from Galilee 
to Jerusalem ; and wlieii the hihabitants of one of 
the villages perceived that these persons were going 
lip to the temple to worship, they refused to grant 
them those ordinary necessaiies which were allowed 
to ail travellers. I’he Samaritans were schismatics, 
who blended idolatry with the Mosaic ritual; and 
had a temple of their own, which they considered as 
more holy than that of their neighbours. There was, 
therefore, a mutual jealousy betw’een these tw o corn-i. 
inunities; and it must be acknowleged that the 
Suniaiitaiis could not be more uncharitable to tiie 
Jews than tiie.se were to the Samaritans. They 
hated each other, because both placed religion in 
outward distinctions, and an attendance upon parti- 
cular places, without considering that God is no 
respecter of persons ; that he regards only purity of 
mind ; aud that where this is found, the Divine pre- 
sence is communicated, whatever be the circum- 
stances of the possessor^ or the spot oil which lie 
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resides. The Jews, however, would have no deal- 
ings with the Saniaritans ; and among these people, 
again, there Was so much bigotry, that when they 
saw Jesus and his disciples going on a religious ac- 
count to Jerusalem, they withheld from them, on 
that account only, the common refreshments of hos- 
pitality. lliis was a very gross provocation ; but 
when two of the disciples asked leave to call down 
lire from heaven upon the village, their Master told 
them that they Were ignorant of that merciful dis- 
pensation under ‘which they were called ; for that 

he was not come to destroy inen^s lives, but to save 
them.” Having thus informed them that the spirit 
of the Gospel differed from that of the law, and that 
W'hile the one was ministered with temporal judg- 
ments, the other wholly excluded them, our Lord 
showed what should be the behaviour of his people 
in every trial of this kind, by going to another 
village.” All the Samaritans were not like those who 
had behaved so uncourteoasly'; and thus, by seeking 
entertainment elsewhere, the Redeemer of men did 
that which is recommended by one of his most 
zealous disciples, heap coals of fire upon the heads 
of the uncliaritable melting them with kindness, and 
leaving them to the silent reproach of their own 
consciences. 

The inhabitants of the inhospitable village had no 
doubt many relations in other places, to whom this 
forbearance of the great Prophet must have appeared 
in a most amiable light ; so that though the brutish 
people themselves might not be properly a fleeted by 
It, their brethren, of more enlarged minds, would 
hardly fail to compare the mild tenevoience of the 
Gospel with the churlish meanness of their country- 
men, and the malignant asperity of the Jews. But 
whatever effects our Lord’s behaviour had upon 
those who observed it, nothing can be clearer than 
the lesson which it incidcates upon all who are called 
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by his name ; if .he has declared that he came 

not to destroy but to save men’s lives, it is impos- 
sible that we can be conformed to his image, so long 
as we indulge the passiqm of anger, or cherish any 
ill will against those for whom he poured out his 
precious blood upon the cross. I^t us then daily 
endeavour to mould our tempers after i^lis example, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered he threatened not, but committed 
himself to^llim that judgeth righteously.” 1 Pet. 
ii. 23. 


OCTOBER THfi TWENTY-EIGHTH. 

THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS. 

Luke, X. 18.—/ beheld Satan as lighirthtg fall 
from heaven^ 

When our Saviour performed his great cure upon 
the man born blind, he said to his disciples, I must 
work the works of 1:1 ini that sent me, while it is 
day ; the night coineth, when no roan can work.” 
That day was the period of his> personal ministry 
upon earth ; and the miracle which he then wrought, 
was a represenUition of the change to be effected by 
his Gospel in the condition of the moral world. 
Soon after that transaction J esus chose seventy of his 
disciples, and sent them to announce his approach to 
those places which he intended to visit. Tliese 
persons were endowed with powers similar to those 
w hich had been conferred on the twelve xXpostles ; 
but with this difference, that their sphere of action 
was circumscribed ami the time limited. This mis- 
sion was to be despatched in baste, and w ith good 
rea^n, for the time drew nigh wfhen their Master 
was to terminate bis labours ; as, therefore, they had 
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mucfi to do in u short space, they were cautioned not 
to waste any part of their time in needless inquiries 
and unprofitable speculations. What was enjoined 
to these disciples is in sonie measure necessary to be 
observed by all Christians who have to prepare for a 
kingdonii and an uncertain period, allotted them to 
secure that great object; during which space they 
have to encounter many dangers, and to resist nu- 
Tnerous temptations. But if they would obtain the 
prize of their high calling, and receive the approba- 
tion of Him who bath given them the benefit of his 
example as well as of his instructions, 'they must 
press forwards with diligence, as men who are in 
haste, and have no time to bestow upon the cares 
and vanities of this world. ‘ They are at present in 
the country of an enemy, who will beset them by his 
wiles and snares, if he cannot raise against them the 
terrors of persecution ; it becomes them, therefore, 
to be always upon their guard, and, while engaged in 
religious duty, to salute no man by the way.” 
They are not required to separate themselves from 
society, or to be deficient in the civilities of life ; 
but to persevere firmly in the course which Divine 
Wisdom hath laid down for them; neither sufi'ering 
themselves to be drawn aside from it by the courtesy 
of their acquaiiitauce nor the menaces of their 
superiors. By acting iu this manner they will find, 
howHiver weak they were at first, that their strength 
increases daily ; and, like the seventy disciples, their 
account will be rendered up with joyful surprize, 
that they have been enabled through grace to do 
more than ever they could have expected. When 
those faithful messengers returned with a report of 
their labours, they obsci ved with grateful astonish- 
ment, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us, 
through thy name !” In their commission the power 
of healing the sick of all descriptions was expressly 
mentioned ; the wonder of the disciple;^ therefore. 



‘trA THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS. 

i^ould be w'holly unaccountable if demoniacal pos- 
sessions had been nothing more than bodily or mental 
diseases. But that these visitations were, in fact 
> much more than modern reasoners will allow, and 
tliat they were in reality what all antiquity, believed, 
the operations of iiivisiUe' beings upon the human 
mind, is evident from the answer of our Lord ; 1 

beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” The 
seventy spake with rapture of having expelled evil 
spirits from tlie bodies of men ; and Jesus replied, 
that this was not slo much a matter of wonder,* when 
he had seen the apostate leader of those beings, 
the prince of darkness himself, precipitated from the 
zenith of his dominiop, and abridged of his faculties. 
Here, then, the existence of these invisible agents was 
maintained in the most positive laiiiguage, and by the 
statement of facts known to witnesses w'ho could not 
be deceived ; for He who is the Truth itself con- 
firmed, what bis messengers had described, by stating 
the cause of those strange things which excited their 
astonishment. But he went still farther than this, 
and gave to all his disciples, as well those who were 
to come as tliose who then heard him, ** power over 
the enemy;” which could not mean natural evils, for 
to these all believers are equally liable with the rest 
of mankind; neither was the. world that enemy, fur 
ihe disciples were immediately warned against being 
elated by the superiority which they should acquire, 
but told so to rejoice rather because their names were 
WTitten in heavep. Now in the world they were to 
suffer great hardships and severe trials, even to the 
laying down of their lives for the truth; the adversary, 
then, over whom they were to have power, was that 
identical being described by our Lord as falling 
W'ith the swiftness of lightning from the. height of his 
glory. Satan is the proper name of the evil one, 
who is said to work in the children of disobedience, 
nmoiig whom be has his kingdom and ,bb throne. 
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When the Redeemer came upon earth, the effects of 
the Apostate’s influence were much more obvious 
and terrible than they have been since ; so that we 
can form but vei^ inadequate ideas of those awful 
calamities which in the sacred books are ascribed to 
his operation on the human mind. That we do not 
fierceive such scenes, or that aity of a like kind have 
not since been properly attested, cannot be admitted 
as a reason for disbelieving the literal account of the 
Gospel demoniacs; but the . contrary , because we 
have the authority of our^Saviour himself for the fact, 
that Satan, the author of these miseries*, was then 
rapidly falling from his seat ; whichT clearly implied 
that his sway, in this particdar manner, was con* 
fined, for special purposes, to that age. But though 
by the light of the Gospel this dominion of darkness 
has been contracted, and the power of the evil spirits 
vastly diminished, it does not follow that the agency 
of these active beings is contemptible, or that they 
have little to do with the human mind in its present 
enlightened state. They may not indeed exercise any 
of that outrageous violence over our thoughts, which 
. characterized their presence in the demoniacs of old ; 
but wherever envy, hatred, or malice prevail ; where 
ambition and vanity constitute the ruling temper, 
or discontent and avarice corrode the heart; wherp, 
111 short, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life,” are found, there the 
prince of this world hath still his throne and his. 
vassals. So long as we indulge any one carnal pro- 
pensity, any evil habit, or unholy desire; so long as 
we give way to unruly passions, and are pleased with 
the follies of a luxurious and profligate age, so long 
are we exposed to the worst influence of the tempter, 
who is better acquainted with our hearts than we are 
ourselves. Let us then, if we would avoid falling 
under his absolute dominion, watch all the avenues 
by which he can gain an admittance into our affec«* 
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tions ; for ^oagh lie prowleth continually about, oe 
a beast of prey, it is not unusual with .him to assume 
tlie appeaiuiice of au^iigel of liglit. Having, there- 
fore, the knowlego of pur condition plainly revealed, 
and the means of grace expressly promised, for our 
guidcUice and assurance in this probationary state, let 
us take the greater heed to our ways, “ lest Satan 
gain an advantage over us; for we are not ignorant 
of his devices.” 2 Cor. ii. 1 1. 


eeasBSssssasBBf^^ 

OCTOBER THE TWENIT-NIXTH. 

THE GOOD. SAMARITAN. 

Luke, X. and. do tkonJUkercise^ 

The wisdom of. our Divine Teacher was remarkably 
displayed in his. prompt manner of giving instruction 
without any. previous study ; and in so framing hia 
discourses,, that, while they were exactly adapted to 
the circumstances in which they were delivered, they 
also involved doctrines of the deepest import, and 
taught lessons of univeasal obligation. All his pa>- 
rables were of this description, conveying with the 
plainest directions for the conduct of life, correct 
delineations of the ecDnomy of grace. One of ibe 
most beautiful of these figurative representuUons is 
that which was delivered as an answer to the question 
of a lawyer, Who is my neighbour r” This man 
affected to be an inquirer, after *tTutli, and to court 
information concerning the means of obtaining eternal 
life ; but in reality he.bad.na other motive than that 
of drawing our Lorci into some assertion which 
might be brought a& a charge against him, for ad- 
vancing positions contrary to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the national religion. The Discerner of 
hearts having penetrated into his designs, asked him 
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in return for a statement of the commandments^ on 
which the lawyer repeated a summary of the deca- 
logue in its two great divisions ; and was told, that if 
be truly performed all those duties iie should be 
saved. 1 his vainglorious .professor, however, who 
bad no doubt of his own moral perfection in fuliill- 
ing all these things, and yet wanted to justify him- 
self, demanded the extent of the second table, and 
who those persons were to whom he should show his. 
love aexording to what was there enjoined. To 
lower the pride of this Jewisli doctor, and to in- 
struct the persons present in the true nature of those 
concise preempts, Jesus related this pathetic nar- 
rative, of which the lawyer was left to make the 
application. , A certain man in his jounicy from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, fell into the hands of a savage 
banditti, who not only robbed him of his little pro- 
perty, but stripped him of his garments, inflicted 
many dreadful wounds upon him^ and theu left him 
in the road to |)erish. In this miserable condition, 
without being able to crawl out of the way, or to 
supplicate leiief, the poor traveller lay exposeil to 
. the inclemency of the weatlier and the fury of fero- 
cious animals. Sucii w^as the object that presented 
itself to the eyes of a passenger, who was not only of 
the same nation with the wouyded man, but a mem- 
ber of that sacred profession which must be siip- 
po.sed to (each Imaianity, both hy pacept and ex- 
ample. But lliougli the priest beheld this sad spec- 
tacle, he neidier stopped to administer comfort to 
the wounded man, nor even to inquire into the par- 
tirulars of his case ; but took auotlier .direction, 'as if 
for the purpose of avoiding a similafr inisfoi tune, and 
V’ent his way. Sliortly afterwards a J^^evite up))earecl, 
who paused, indeed, to contemplate his wretched 
countryiiian; but it was only to indulge an un- 
charitable curiosity, which having .gratified, he also, 
passed by on the othpr side. WJien tlicsc ministers 
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of religion were gone, another person came up to; 
the spot, but this was one of that proscribed race 
with whom the Jews would have no dealings, and^ 
therefore, could have no right to expect aiiy thing 
in return but ..stern contempt and unfeeling neg* 
lect. But this traveller, though he was a Sama* 
ritan, on perceiving the afflicted Jew, was moved 
with compassion, and instantly alighted to give him 
relief. Having examined the wounds, he cleansed 
them first with wine, then poured into them balsamic 
oils, and bound them up with tenderness ; after 
which he liifted the helpless creature in his arms, laid 
him on his own b^t, and conveyed him slowly to 
the next inn. Had the story ended here, the greatest 
admiration would have been due to such exalted 
charity ; but the benevolence of the stranger went 
still farther than this for knowing the destitute con- 
dition of the poor man, and the want of liberality 
in his countrymen, he left money with the host to 
take proper care of him, and promised to discharge 
ail other expenses that might be incurred in the 
perfection of the cure at bis return. When the 
parable was ended, our Lord asked which of the 
three had acted the part of a neighbour in this case ; 
and, reluctant as the lawyer w^as to name one whom be 
hated, truth compelled^im to say, He that show^ed 
mercy on him to which answer Jesus rejoined 
with emphatic dignity this . universal precept, Go, 
and do thou likewise.’’ The moral of this divine 
apologue, then, is sufficiently obvious from this 
application ; but there is somewhat more in it thaii 
the refined instruction,, to lay aside all prejudice and 
partiality in our intercourse with mankind, and par- 
ticularly in the exercise, of pity and beneficence to 
those who are in sorrow and distress.. We are here 
taught the true principle by which all our actions 
ah^ld be guided; and this instance directs us to 
iliow that mercy uiito others which Christ our Sa* 

4 
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viour hath bestowed upon us. The certain man, in 
the parable, is a representation of human nature in 
its fallen state, or; which is the same thing, the lapse 
of Adam from holiness and happiness to sin and 
misery. In this condition man became a prey to 
thieves ; to those carnal desires which stripp^ him 
of his innocence, deprived him of power, atid left 
him to destruction. The priest and the Levite were 
.the patriarchal and legal dispensations, which could 
do no more than recognize the distressed object, and 
ascertain the cause of his malady ; but could neither, 
heal the wounds nor remove the wretched b*eing from 
the place where he lay. The wound that was in- 
flicted upon him was sin ; which lustration and 
sacrifice could not cleanse ; and which was aggra- 
vated in misery, instead of being alleviated or re- 
moved by the knowlege of the Iaw% But what these 
typical institutions could not accomplish, was fully 
cflected by the Divine Person who came after them, 
even that blessed Stranger who was despised and 
rejected of men, stigmatized by the Jews as. a Sama- 
ritan, persecuted through tlie whole course of his 
benevolent life, and doomed at last to a painful and 
ignominious death, which he endured patiently, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
unto God/' ] Pet. hi. 18. Surely, then, if this 
divine Saviour so loved us when we were dead in 
trespasses and sins, as to shed his precious blood, 
that by virtue of it w^e might be cleansed from all 
impurity, and be made partakers of eternal life; if 
he did all this for us when we were alienated from 
him in spirit, and enemies to him by our works, how 
ought w'C to sho>v our gratitude for this unspeakable 
gift — by conforming ourselves to his example, in the 
performance of his dying injunction, “ A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another, 
as 1 have loved you that ye also love one another/’ 
Jphn, xiii. S4. 
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MARTHA AND MART. 


OCTOBER THE THIRTIETH. 

MARTHA AND MAllY.- 

Liike, X. 42.— Owe thing is needful. 

Amonx! the advantages resulting from the historical 
fiirni ill Nvhich ;the Christian Tt?ligion has been trails- 
irritled to us, this is «ot the least, that hereby wc 
are instructed in every branch of duty, private as well 
as public, by the narration of the m i mites t/circum- 
stances ill the life of our Saviour. "Ihe inckfents re- 
cordi.d of him were intended to leach us how we 
should employ our time and regulate bur conduct m 
those necessary offices' which we may be calh'd to 
disdiargc in this probationary state. When we read 
the iiieiiioirs of other illustrious characters, we tiud 
them occupied with accounts of uncommon adven- 
tures or ^lendid atchievements, arduous labours, and 
useful discoveries. Such infomrcHron, no doubt, is 
both agreeable and profitable in many respects ; but. 
after all it is but of limited utility, and is little 
adapted either to improve the temper or to assist 
man in tiie ordinary business of life. 'Ibe holy Gos- 
pels, oil the contrary, while they exhibit the iiu'st 
astonishing history of condescension in the iiicariiation 
and sttfi'ciiiigs of the Son of God, present us also 
with instances of his familiar behaviour, by which 
jiersons of all conditions arc taught how to improve 
the opportunities which they ^njoy, and in what 
inannei* they may secure that happiness wliicb is the 
object of tmiversal desire. The Evangelists do not 
confine themselves to tiie miracles which our Lord 
performed, and the disputes in wliich he was en- 
gaged ; but they enter also into the privacies of his 
conversation, and the relation of those occurreiKei 
which, however trivial they may appear to* superficial 
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' mio^, iv3l be found interesting to evei^ oiie/wbb 
' wishes tQ jmss .through Uie wond withQiit..reproaeh,' 
and to end his course with joj. "One of these edifj- 
iiq( incide^ happened when, our Lord was . on his 
jounii^' to Jeru^Mem, for the purpose of ceiebrating 
the dedieation of the tejnple ; which ^leaoinity he 
attended, though it was no more than a. human ap- 
pointment, that he might, avoid pving (^ence by a 
- spirit of separation /rom: tte estaUished wor^p, 
merely on account of thit^ indifferent. On coming 
to Bediany^ hetd(dru[||l|i»lodging widi aiamily that 
wu.very nuich endeaiw to-Mm by' the amity which 
disdngiiisM its members, and < of whom another 
evangelist has recewdod, Ih^ ** Jesus loved Mtirtha, 
and 'hor- sister, and.v;J^maru8.’! Johm xi.:d. Ever 
intent upon the great Worl^ tot which he came into 
the world,'°t^. pivme Iditthtetdjr spent hp p^ of to 
time in neem^ aiquirto or wiprdfitable discdtoief 
but evmi'hihai^ ’^at Bediany, wearied as he probably 
was by travelling, he preached the 'G qmmu of die 
kingdom. WhUe hO'^was so idigaged^ Ma^, the 
younger of the<two^ swters^/sat ht’his to listening 
with fixed attoritidu and humifi^ to the precious 
words which ffbm his fips; but Martha, the 
mistrto of dJto household, bmng desirous of paying 
the greatest respect to . hef guest, whs cumbered 
about much serving, ^is intense application to- 
domestic affihs prMSiced air indifference to diose 
weightier . concerns ^hieb: engaged the considera- 
tion of^ her 8i8to;>an^th<A^ Martha had both 
religious knoivltw and'' ^rvent piety, yet, at' this 
time, an exeeteivo-.Sitdk«t«lde about ' wojMy oarak:' 
ruffled ^ her temper, ‘-and- rendered her ‘pifeiridi: iiad; 
uncharitable, ''jliisiil^by no means ad.imcoihiilidn 
case; for'vweoftihi see persofis pf ^very good' 
racters .and aiiiiable: dhpoBitiot%' ulio, by an 6ver.f 
anxktyjld bO’^iiuieful end to provide' things necessity ; 
to thmrfiithifto and friends, seenif as if ; 
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■of notliitig «lse. They are always in a state of 8gila-< 
tion, ami the concerns of time are ever on their lips ; 
either they are talking -with complacency of what 
they have been efoing^ expressing their sorrow 'at the 
failure of wcll-coneerted schemes, or proposing- maU 
ters, whici) they trust will turn out better, and prove 
beneticial to themselves and those who borne after ' 
them. Now, these good people imagine that this 
excessive care is no more than the pressure of an 
jndispensible obligation, and that they are called so 
to act in the a)urse of Providence, for the discharge 
of a special trust. It is .true, they wi\] .sometimes 
linneni that the business of this life occupies so much 
-of th^ir time and thoughts, that they are frequently 
incapacitated for a due attention to higher objects ; 
but this they regard as their misfortune, not being 
aware, that, by sufleriog the world to be continually in 
their heads, it litis gaine(^ at last an evil ascendency 
over tlicir hearts. It* was nearly so in ^ihe present 
instance ; Martha thought she was acting, in the way 
of duty, by making these preparations fortheuccom ' 
modati'on of one whom she revered; but our Saviour 
would not have esteemed her the less if she had 
contracted all this care tvithin the compass of mo- 
deration. Had she attended to some of that hea- 
venly discourse which so deJiglitod Mary, she would 
not only have improved her understanding, but have 
preserved her temper. But Martha lieard none of 
those salutary truths which were^hen delivered under 
her roof; and thus, by neglecting the word 'of life, 

. and busying herself about earthly things, she became 
perplexed anfl lost her patience. Instead of seeking 
for the cause of this \ineasiness in the irregularity of 
her miiid, and the impropriety of her behaviour, her 
resentment was turned against Mary, who sat at the 
feet of Jesus, when, according to the judgment of 
her providentsister^ she ought to have been eriiployed 
•in Ihie affaurs of the household. On presuming to 
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Ehalte : a complaint of tins fancied negligence to lE)ur 
Lord/' he thus addressed her: Mar tJia/ Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things; 
but one thing is, needful. And Mary hath chosen 
that good part, 'Which shall not be taken away from 
her.” ‘ Qur Saviour does not say that the things 
about which Martha was so intent were of no ino* 
ment, or that they might be entirely omitted for the ^ 
sake of religion; neither did he so. com mend the piety 
of Mary as to raise the life of devout contemplation 
above that of active virtue. -His .own conduct 
showed the reverse of this ; for he both recommended 
and practised economical prudence in the tnanage* 
ment of time and 'the ordering of his affairs; while 
60 far wras he from leading or enjoining an ascetic 
life, that both he and his .disciples were continually 
employed in .the labour of doing good. But he re- 
proved Martha for an inordinate regard to worldly 
things/ and making them the first objects of her 
consideration, when they ought to have occupied only 
a limited aUention, especially.as she could not expect 
to enjoy many opportunities of hearing the word of 
life from his mouth. Mary, on tlie other liuud, \yas 
deserving of praise for honouring her Saviour in the 
most acceptable w^ay, by attending diligent ly to the 
glad tidings which he came to ini part. Cur Lord 
discovered the hearts of- both these sisters, iunl he 
lovqd them both, becajiise. he kiievv that they were 
actuated by a spirit of sincere affection to his person, 
and that they truly believed in his L^ivine auihority. 
He manifested this love in tlie purest manner, by 
warning Martha against that w'orldly spirit which was 
so injurious to her peace of mind ; and by comfort- 
ing Mary in t^e wisie choice which she bad made, .^of 
placing all . temporal matters in a state of sub- 
serviency to that which can aloi^e be called ‘an indis- 
pensible concern, iho salvation of the soul. . A{i 
things necessary to our bodily comfort and con* 

■ M a 
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vcnience ought certainly to be provided^ and uwd 
with a due regard to our present and. future wants ; 
but this duty should be managed in a spirit of re- 
signation to the Divine willj and sultordinatefy to . 
that great business of improving our minds in Diyitie 
knowlege, and in the exercise of those, good wbrk:3 
which must invariably be- done, though !be other, 
ought not to be left undone/’ Luke, xi. 44; 


OCTOBER THE THIRTY-FIRST. 

ON THE MIRACLES. 

John, X. 1 do not the works of my Father ^ 

believe me not. 

In appealing to his miracles as (he evidences of his 
Divine authority, our Saviour acted' with ’\hat sin- 
cerity which uniformly distinguished him throughout 
the whole course of his ministry. The stupendous 
deeds tp which he referred were not wrought in a 
secret manner, and before select witnesses, or in 
remote corners and among an ignorant and credulous 
people, but in populous cities and places of public 
resort, amidst promiscuous assemblies ; and at Jeru- 
salem, where his enemies were both numerous and 
intelligent, sagacious and vigilant. When, therefore, 
our Lord rested his pretensions upon his. mighty 
works, tlie Pharisees, who were alw'ayS upon the 
watch to min his. reputation, w’ould gladly have 
seized tlie opportunity of fiefuting his claims, if they 
could have denied the reality of those w'onders, or 
have rendered them suspicious jby the charge of de- 
ception and collusion. That they made no other 
attempt to get rid of these facts than by ascribing 
them to magical influence, is not only a proof that 
.the miraides were performed in the way deacrltied, 
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but that the inb^t inveterate adver^rieVof Jesus were 
minutely ((acquainted with them. The wretched 
fallacy^ hhwei^r^ which w devised to inyalidate the 
testimony these 'mighty dejedsj was only intended 
to:^m|^ose upoh the multitude, like the artifice of the 
E^ptian king to counteract the miracles of Moses '; 
for that the Fhari^s did hot believe their own story, 
is evident from the silence which they observed when 
challenged to make a 'Sbrict" examination of these 
works. It certainly W^as "not for the want of an in- 
clination Ip dishonpuF^^otur Savipuf tbm these bigots 
declined the proposal, but they were afraid lest the 
investigation should produce a general spirit of in- 
quiry, by which tfutb would have been established 
and thttir malighity'^rn^ There was also 

another canto/ for th» appaient insensib^^^ to the 
appealr'^faicli ^ was an apprehen- 

sion that;the p'erton who could perform such wonders 
as those/Wjhich/they had beheld, might display still 
more awful liigiis of power to his own glory and their 
confusion, ^hese acute reasoheirs were aware that He 
who had accomplished so many acts of benevolence 
might, if he pleased, change the nature of his opera- 
tions, and from works of mercy proceed to those of 
judgment;. To this conclusion they were naturally, 
led by what bad just-happened to themselves, when 
in the midst of. their fury they were arrested by a 
coiitrouliiig impulse, and prevented from executing 
that summary Vengeance which the whole assembly 
had meditated against this extraordinary person. 
Alone aiid unarmed, <»urroundcd by an eniiigecl 
populace, wiiO were provoked to madness by his 
high assuDiptioiuii .stood Jesua, calm and collected, 
firpi and undaunted, without making any. effort ip 
escape from his enemies or to allay their rcsentinenl ; 
yet while their hands were upfifttd ready to hurl dt- 
Structipn upon, the objiset of their hate, they were 
saddenty.pa^ed, unnerved, ami rendered impotent. 

* • ■ ' M ;3 
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Tlwso in faridted Jews were neither restrained from’ 
their purpose by authority, nor diverted from it by 
persuasion ; but that Divine' Power which they 
Idasphcmed stopped them instantaneously in their 
iiiurdci oiis design, and deprived them of all capacity, 
though not of the intention, to do mischief. Well 
then "might our l,oid,say to these eviUniiided people, 
who were neither to be mpUified' by kindness nor 
awakened by terror, If I do not the works of my 
Father, . believe me not ” ; . 

As the several parts of the visible creatibn, whether 
*301)10 heavens above, or in the earth beneatb| lead 
the serious mind up tP that great First Cause, who 
made all things by his word and upholds them bjrliia 
will; so the miracles which « 1 esus wrought indicated 
SIS clearly an sibtoliite dominion over that vast system, 
which e\ery man but an atheist will udbiire as. the 
production of Infinite Power, Wisdom, and Good* 
ness. None but that Being who formed ^ universe 
could give health without medicinal application, 
create the 'visual faculties where they never had be- 
fore existed, invigorate the withered Umb, or restore 
the dead body to. life ; these, therefore, were as 
much the works of God as those which we ’eon- 
.tinually behold and acknowdege to be his, in the re« . 
volutions of the celestial orbs, the growth of plants, 
*or the mechanism of the animal structure. Such, 
however, were a few only of the prodigious actions 
by which Jesus proved him$elf to be the Son of God, 
ioi liC also mauirestcd the high and incommunicable 
attributes of ilie l>eity, by penetrating the reeCsseS of 
the human inullect, exploring the latent thought,, 
and discovering it, to the astonishment of the person 
by \\hom it was carefully harbour^ in the bid(kn 
ebambef o.f his iinaginatioii. The Wonderhil 
l)ne and the Counsellor,’’ as he was* emphatically 
. termed many ages before hlis incarnation, Unravelled 
Hie secrets of tlie human heart, and brought to light 
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tKe' things of darkness vvliich were anxiously concealed 
by those who' devised them. With one iniracleT ho 
disappointed the .misguided multi tude, who wanted 
to confer: on him a cro\yii. by force; and with ajiolher 
be disarmed the maddened people, who. would have 
desti-oycd him for asserting his essential divinity. In 
this inaimer did he . evince in every way his entire 
command over all the powers, both' natural and* 
moral; saying in the silent, but energetic,, language 
of Omtnpoteuce, Thus far shall ye goV and nx> 
fuiahei.” On all accounts, then, the works of the 
Sayibur were those o£ the.. eternal Father; for they 
were the effects of a V inherent virtue in Him wiso 
performed them, and the good of mankind was their 
exclusive object;. JEven those miracles which were 
of an awful cast and a judicial character, showed 
only what he was capable of doing ; and that the 
Person whom the obdurate Jews reviled and perse- 
cuted,, cpuldy if he had so pleased, Jiave overturned 
their city by bis word, .and have buried that faithless 
generation in itS; ruins* , But: his poWer was only 
e(|ualled by bis love'; and as the Almighty bears long 
with the ingratitude and wickedness of the w orld, so 
our Lord patiently endured the contradiction of 
sinners, and suffered them to fill up the measure of 
their iniquities, till the overflowing mass of impiety 
accomplished that destruction which the Messiah had 
80 exactly foretold. Let us then profit by this 
fearful example, in making a* proper use of the light 
and grace which we enjoy ; for since the works of 
Jesus were wrought for our edification, as well as 
• that of the persons who slighted them, heavy will be 
our judgment, if, in the face of the evidence of mi- 
racles and prophecies, we shall continue to neglect 
so great salvation.” Heb.ii. Sr. 
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ON THE loro’s PRAYER. ^ 

Xiuke^ xi. 1.— 0/is of his discipks sdid ui^b iim, 
Lord, teach us to pray, as John^ diso tav^ki his 
disciples. 

Of the. several ^duties which cohstitute the Christian 
life^ none is. more strongly in the Salted 

Scriptures .than prayer, aS the appointed mesiis of 
conveying light and strength to the souk under -all 
the difficulties and temptations ^ which it is ex- 
posed in this probation^' state. Even if man had 
no dangers to encounter or errors to lam^t^ his daily 
homage would be due.^tO that gracious B^ng on 
whose will he dejpend^ for existence, and. whose 
goodness provides him with all the comforts he enjoys., 
fiut when memory brings to vie\v tinie^ wastra in' 
frivolous pursuits, blessings abused in licentious in- 
dulgence, and talents either, buried qt mbapjplied; 
when the mind, on revolving the days that are pa8t|, 
considers how little has been done in the way of im- 
provenient, and how much in dissipation and folIy> 
then will the necessity of prayer be obvious, even, to 
him who, by neglecting the,practice, knows not how to 
frame his words arignt. Unspeakably great, there- 
fore, are our obligations to the Divine Teacher, who 
has not only encouraged us to the frequent perform- ^ 
ance of ^s duty, by the promise of its behtg at- 
tended vvitli a blessing, but who -has also set' hs an * 
example in his own regular conduct, and laid down 
an admirable model for our instruction. That our 
blessed Lord was much in the exercise of this holy 
duty, is evident from what is recorded of his punctual 
aUeudance on the ‘ public services of the* sauhctutry^ ’ 
and of the frequehcy of his own private devptiodsi ' 
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At bn^ time we read of his^apending nearly the whole 
of a; teinpestMOi}$ night, in alone and on a 

niountain V at another^ that tne diabiples were present" 
and beard his aitpplications^ tlie fei^vQur of which had 
such an. effect J upon one of them, that he said, 
Lord, teach Ul , id; ^ John also taught his 

disciples/’ ; M is not to be supposed from this re- 
quest,, ithat^' attendants of Jesus were so unac- 
quainted with this necessary part of religion as to 
have, lived, like too many who call themselves, Chris- 
tians, ill the neglect of a positive institution and a 
culpable disregard of the example whicli was con- 
tinuaily before them* The Jewish people, with all 
their faidts>. .were not so abandoned ; as Uo set at 
nought t^e forms of piety, and to. live: without the 
acknowlegemeht of God and his ^ providence* They 
had their stated hours of prayer, which every person 
was expected to observe, whatever might be the 
defects of his life or the errors bf his ^faith* The 
object, therefore, of the inquirer, in asking for 
directions how to pray, was to obtain either a new 
formulary of devotibn> adapted to the public cha- 
racter of the disciples, or soine specific rule by 
w'faich they mij^t be enabled at all times to fraino 
their , petitions in a manner suited to their circum- 
stances and tlie. state of the persons among whom 
they should be called to 'minister. The notion that 
some of. the dii^iples sermon 

oil the mount,' is void of alf probability | and it is 
equally absurd to suppose that 'so interesting a part 
of that discourse, as the one relating to prayer, 
shgpld have h^eii forgotten by any of them. From 
the piri^s^nil ' narjrafive it is evident that the person 
who made tbev inquify did not consider that form 
as intended fofpi|hlieuse; in which notion he seems ' 
to have been confirmed by hearing jesus pray .lyith 
such and spirituality, that be 

wished to possess the same eminent 'gift of utteranbO; 

■' M 5 
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But our Saviour showed, in his answer, that the 
order which he liad prescribed was intended to be CH 
per^ual one, for social as wdl as private purposes. 
On this, occasion he laid an emphatic stress upon the 
obligation of using it constantly in. public worship ; 
for in no other sense caii' we pro^rly understand the 
injunction, “ When ye pray, say/* or. audibly pro- 
nounce the words which I have before communicated 
for your individual benefit, and now direct you in- 
variably to adopt ill ydur ministerial capacity. This 
disciple wanted an enlar'ged gift^ ,but his Master 
taught him ‘the necessity of one rule for the good of 
the whole church ; a form which all migbjt iinder- 
• stand, and by which of course all might be edified. 
There is nothing^ in fact, which the beli^er can 
M'ant for himself, or for which he should pray in 
conjunction with bis brethren, but what may be 
comprehended under one or other of the clauses of 
this' perfect directory. In the first place we are en- 
couraged to come freely unto God as our Father, 
who is reconciled unto us in heaven, through the 
righteousness and mediation of his Son, by whom w e 
obtain the adoption of children. That heaven is the 
^conomy of grace, whence all our * blessings flow, 
and in which only our praises and supplications are 
sanctified and accepted; We pray, therefore, that 
the J^ivine name may be hallowed, or held in siich 
holy estimation by oursdves and all men, as to dis- . 
pel the works of darkness, and produce a general 
reformation of our hearts and lives. To the same 
purpose we entreat that the kingdom of God may . 
come with power, in the destruction of error jpd ^ 
superstition, the diffusion of Divine knowlege, and 
the universal practice of holiness. With the same 
view it is our earnest desire that the will of God 
iiiay be done* in earth as it is in hedven," by boom- 
ing the principle of faith and the rule of action^ jn all 
those who arc now in an uneiilightened state, Or the 
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cfaildren of this world, as it is in thoSe who are born 
from above. lJut while so pray in tte spirit of 
love, for- the extension of truth, and virtue* % all 
lands, we are retninded of that supply of grace; 
w'ithout.wbichi' whatever be our privileges and ad- 
vantages, We cannot hope to pass through this 
^troubiesodle and cbecquered coursie with safety. We 
therefore make it our request to be supplied with 
that spiritual food, which is even more necessary for 
the support of the sou) than material aliment is for 
the; body: and this supersubstantial bread, as the- 
original terms it, we must seek daily from above as 
the Israelites did its type in the wilderness. But iiv 
thus praying for the aid of Divine grace, and the 
comforts pj life proper for us, we are led to con- 
sider bur abuse of fbrnier inercies, and to be humble 
before God on account, of our manifold sins, the 
pardon of which we entreat with the sincerity evinced 
in our own forgiveness of those who iiavp olFended 
us, and for whose w'ejfare^ spuitual and teiiiporal, 
we offer up our ardent supplications the Throne 
of Grace. This sense of Our past errors, and com- 
passion for the weakness of others, will cause us to 
pray fervently tliat we may be kept in the hour of 
trial, and preserved from those dangerous tempta- 
tions which will occasionaliy beset us in the course 
of our pilgrimage. Knowing, by experience, tlxe 
insutticiency of human strength ami resolution to 
guard against the delusions of the adversary, or to 
overcoiile them when they are assisted by our natural 
corruptions, we shall see .the propriety of keeping 
this petition constantly in mind, as the best means of 
being secured from, the assaults of the evil one, 
who never gives^ us any trouble, till w e resist his 
devices, . shake off his^oke, and .strive in earnest to 
gain^tlie victory over tlie- world. Such is the im- 
portance of that prayer, which oilr Lord hath given 
' toifis church as a standing form of worship, l^ing 
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adapted to her circumstances in every a^e, durinjr 
this her^militant state, and to the condition 
her members, till they are called -to Uie reiyard/of 
their labours by their God and Saviour, to whom ^ 
belongs the kingdom, and the power, end the 
glory, for ever and ever. . Anaen!” > 


XO^JEMBER the second, 

THE: Hlda SENSUALIST. 

Luke, xii. is he that tayeth up treamrefjor 

himself^ and is not rich toward Gjo^J 

This is the conclusion of a parable which w.as re- 
lated by our Saviour^ on being asked to interpose his 
authority in a dispute between two brothers, re- , 
specting the division Of a paternal estate^ It is not 
said which of these persons was 'most in fault; but as 
both seem to have been present when the admonition 
against covetousness was delivered, it is probable 
that the contention, as is usual on such occasions,., 
bad been carried to excess on each- side ; the one 
holding bis possession tenaciously on the ground of 
right, and the other thinking himself to have been 
hardly dealt with in the distribution of the property. 
Hut if the elder brother was sordid, the younger was. 
envious ; so that, had their conditions been reversed, 
the very same scene of avarice on the one hfttd, and' 
discontent on the other, would in all likelihood .^ve\ 
.occurred. That there was, however, . nothing; in the 
circumstances of the complainant to call for pity, is . 
evident frmh the asperity with which hia request was 
treated; but that there was msontucli to be blamed 
in the conduct of. his opponent^ is equally manifest 
from the .jparable, in which the extreme 
wickedness of a rapaciQus disposition is sti^ongly^ ^ 
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-lineatedk ' The; ground of a certain rich man,” says 
our Lqrd> /^bl^ught forth plentifully but instead , 
of lifting Up his heart in thankfulness to the Author 
of every good and perfect gift, or showng his libera- 
lity towards the poor and nee;dy> this wealthy man 
began to consider what he should do with bis vast 
ac(|uisitions^ The iUcrease of his stock was an ad- 
dition to. his cares; and, as God was not in his 
thoughts, he became troubled abbut the security of 
his goods. What shall i do,” said he to himself, 
because I hate^ot ropm where to lay, my fruits?” 
At that time there were' many industrious men in 
judea, upon whom the hand of affliction had pressed 
so h^vily, that they knew not where to get pro- 
visions for their families ; yet, unmindful of their 
distress and of the sorrows of the stranger, the 
widows and the fatherless, this careful person could 
not find ip his he^,«#appropriate>ahy portion of 
his abundance to tK relief of the miserable. But 
what better could be expected of one who would not 
even trust' Providence for the preservation of present 
blessings, or the supply of future w^nU? ^^This 
will 1 do,” resolved the careful inan ; I vyill pull 
down my bams, and build greater ; and there will 1 
bestow all my fruits and my goods.” Here was a 
display of worldly prudence ; apd some:, no doubf, 
would be disposed to commend the judgment of this 
person, who took such pains to husband the pro- 
duce of a fertile season against the time of scarcity 
and adversity. But if the bams of this rich man had 
hitherto proved capacious enough for his necessities, 
this determination to hoard up the superfluity was a' 
plain evidence of an unbelieving and har4»ied mind. 
Yet such is too often the case with those who set 
their a6fections intently upon the things of this world. 
These., ' .people are always thoughtful and uneasy 
while engaged in the pursuit of their darling object ; 
but when their efforts are crowned with success, 
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anxiety follows: about the safety of what they have 
acquired^ and the best mode of increasing it advan* 
tageously for their own satisfaction^ and the benefit 
of those who will come after them. The man in 
the* parable, however, had up concern for any one 
but himself, and. his sole design in building new 
storehouses was to have an amplb supply, of luxuries 
always at his command/ He had no higher ideas of 
the blessings of Heaven than the beasts that perish ; 
and all his notions of living were centered in the 
pleasures of setise, saying, Soul, soiil, thou hast 
much goods* laid up for many years ; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry" Nothing could more 
forcibly express the inhttuation of riches than the 
repetition of the address, while the. grovelling pro- 
pensity of the carnal mind is no less strongly painted 
in the nature of, the enjoyments which this covetous 
sensualist anticipated for many years, as he surveyed 
his great possessions. Such characters are far from 
being uncommon, even in the most civilized countries 
and while they appear to exist for no other purpose 
than the indulgence of their appetite, they flatter 
themselves with being at least harmless, if not useful 
in their generation. Like the rich man here de- 
scribed, they imagine that the goods which they 
derive from the Divine beneficence, are the fruits of 
their own industry, '^nd may therefore be filly ap- 
plied to the purposes of ease and pleasure. That 
they are only stewards of God’s bounty, forms no 
part of their consideration; and, indeed, so far is 
the greedy miser, or the extravagant spendthrift, 
from thinking hoarding or dissipation to be sinful, 
tlie one prides himself on the wisdom of his manage- 
ment, and tilt; other lakes immeasurable credit for the 
extent of his Fiberality. But the end of such persons, 
willJoiil repentance, , will difler little from that of, the 
sensualist, who heaped up riches for no other object 
than that of pampering his appetite, and living .Ibauy 
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years in unprofitable luxury and idleness. In the 
inidst of his schefpes to pall down and build up, r 
that he might enjoy a loi^ course of vain delight, he 
heard the waniing voiced Thpu fool ! this night 
shall thy soul be required of thee : then whose shall 
those things be which thou hast provided?’’ The 
application which our Lord made of this*parable is 
of Ainiversal concern, and affects all persons who 
neglect the improvement of their minds and the 
salvatidii of their souls, for the perishing things of 
time aiid sense; so is he that layeth. up. treasure 
, for himself, and is not rich toward God.” But, as 
in all these figurative representations, there is yet 
another meaning couched under the description of 
this selfish character^ who was an expressive allegory 
of the Jewish nation, upon whom the blessings of 
grace had been showered in rich abundance for many 
ages. Instead, however, of making U^due use of the 
revelation which they enjoyed, and extending the 
knowdege of it to their neighbours, this people 
became proud and uncharitable, bigoted and sensual. 
When the fullness of time caihe for the diffusion of 
rigbteousuess over all the earth, they wwe substi-> 
tuting human traditions for the word of God, and 
thinking of nothing but their own temporal ease and 
aggrandizement. They placed all religion in super- 
stitious. observances, and confined . those promises 
which belonged to the whole human family, exclu- 
sively to their particular polity, being unwilling to allow 
that the poor outcast Gentiles should enjoy any part 
of the Divine favour in the mystery of redemption. 
But while they were thus intent upon the* perpetuity 
of their state,^ neglecting the life of. faith for carnal 
ordinances, the Word of God . came, and not only 
put an end to their dreams of an earthly monarchy,- 
but deprived them of the privileges which they had so 
wantonly abused. From, their history, tlien, and the 
parable, which is an apt illustration of it, let us idlU'n 
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to moiderate our desires, to be diligent in bur 
and to sanctify the mercies which we ,l>aye received 
to the advancement of the DiviUe glory, .end the 
benefit of our fellow-creatures; or, in the language bt‘ 
the Apostle, “ Be not conformed to Idiis wond ; but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your ^ihind^ 
that ye may prove. what is that good, and acceptable^ 
and perfect will of God/^ Rom. xii.' 2. * 


NOVEMBER THE THIRD. / 

THE PRODIGAL SON. 

Luke, XV. 32.~Jt was meet that we should mahe 
merry and be glad : for this thy brother was dead, 
and is alive ^again; and was lost, and is found. 

T'ue parables of our Saviour are full of practical 
instruction, while they convey the ihost^iinpoitant : 
information concerning the nature of the divine life 
and the mystery of redemption. This luiibn of pre- 
ceptive and doctrinal wisdom is happily exhibited, iii , 
the i^sirrative of the wandering prodigal, who,, after a. 
life of folly, returns to his pat^nal bahitation, and 
is welcomed with joy, A certain man,” sqys qur 
Lord, “had two- sons;” and these youths were of 
opposite characters, the eldest being of a clolp, re- 
served, and domestic turn ; t^ younger of an open, 
gay, and enterprizing disposition. This last, pu , 
attaining maturity, became impatient of restraint and 
dissatisfied with his father’s bouse. He therefore 
solicited and received the pdrtion to which he con-, 
ceived himself entitled, thinking that he was capable 
of managing his own afl’airsj^ and fancying that in an 
independent state he should enjoy much pleasure of 
wtoh |je was now unreasonably debarre^l / It ik 
ol^mble, however, of ihia youth, that he did^not, 
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on obtaining his fortune, depart immediately from 
the p^e of l^is birth, nvMch was a proof that his 
heart was ' unf^ntaminated^ and that bis education 
bad not been neglected. But the desire of ^ing 
the world, and. a strong confidence in his own 
powers, induced him after some days to leave his 
rather’s house, and take a journey into a far county. 
Here evit company! and numerous temptations soon 
DvcDTcame his resolutions, and he fell from one de^ 
gree of lijce to another, till the habits of licentious* 
ness so corrupted bis principles, that he^wasted his . 
patrimony in riotous living. To complete, his wretch- 
edness, a famine arose ; and as none of his former 
companicms took pity on his misery, he was obliged 
to engage in the most servile pf employments ; 
for not having acquired the knowlege of any occupa* 
tion in the season of prosperity, and being unac- 
customed to labour, the onjty business which he 
could undertake wftf that of keeping swine; This, 
however, was a situation fitted to c^e whose life had ^ 
hitherto so nearly resembled the groyeRing nature 
the herd with which. he .Was compelled to associate.. 
But he was yet to ^dum still greater hardship be- 
fore his eyes could be opened to a sense of his folly. ; 
for when tbo famine raged sore, ho person thought 
of contributing any thing to the support of one who 
was probably considered as a useless member of 
society. In this woeful condition, abandoned, as all 
of this description invariably are, By those who en- 
^ joyed their profuseness, .the prodigal was constrained 
to allay bis cmving appetite with the husks which the 
swliie did eat. His aijliction was great, but it was 
merciful and necessary, being intended to awaken in 
him a consciousness of his error i and accordingly, 
when he .was reduced to the extremity pf want, be 
began to reflect for the first time on the comforts 
which . preyatled ^ in his fitherV house, where the 
lowest servant bad enough and to spare. The coni* 
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parison of their bappincsa with, his own deplorable 
but merited misery, filled the miiid of the wanderer 
with sorrow for his manifold offences ; ’ and pride 
being thus completely mortified in liini^ he deter- 
mined to cast himself upon the known goodness of 
liis parent ; I will arise,” said he, “ and will go 
10 my father ; and will say unto hini,; Father, I have 
sinned against Heaven and before thee,, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son. Make me as 
one of thy hired sei*vants,” Where repentance is 
deeply laid^. resolution is quickly carried into action. 
This sincere penitent did not sit still, amidst the filthi- 
ness of his situation, pondering the reception which 
he was likely to experience, and ashamed to appear 
in such a disgusting state before those who had 
w itnessed, his former splendour. But he arose, and 
proceeded with trembling steps towards his native 
home ; and while he was yet afi|r off, his' father 
seeing him coming, W'aited not for his approach, but, 
pitying his altered state, hastened forth and embraced 
him with fond affection. , "Such, indeed, was the 
goodness of this venerable man, that wdien his repent- 
nnt son began to express bis sorrow at having given 
him offence, and to urge his humble petition, be 
turned from the subject, and ordered the servants to 
bring out proper garments for bis recovered child, 
and to provide an entertainment suitable to the joy- 
ful occasion. All this passed in the absence of the 
elder son, who was greatly surprized^ on his return 
home, to hear the sound of minstrelsy' and dancing ; 
but his astonishuient was quickly converted into 
envy, when he was informed of the cause, of tliis 
imcommon mirth, in which he was resolved not to 
be a sharer, and therefore refused to enter the house. 
This discontent being reported to the father, gave 
him so much concern, that he went out to, remon- 
strate with him upon his unreasonable jealousy, and 
to assure him that this joyful restoration should be 
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BO detriment to his circumstances ; but said the 
good Irian, It was meet that we should make 
merry and be glad ; for this thy brother was dead, 
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.” 
Such is the parable which presents to our view the 
gracious and long . suffering Father of Spirits, whose’ 
two sons are the respective branebei:^ of his family 
upon earth, commonly denominated the Jew and 
the Gentile. Qriginally they both had the same 
hat^ittttiori, or liv^ in the tpmmuriion of the church, 
which is y the hdusd of the living God but at an 
early period the younger son went out with the 
knowl^e and institutions that he had acquired, and 
set up a religion for himself in a distant country, 
where he soon lost all hb sound principles, amidst 
the corruptions of idolatry. At length having dissi- 
pated that Divine truth which was given to luiri for 
his support, be became destitute of hope, and 
literally lived without God in the world.” No 
wonder, then, that in such ; a state of apostasy there 
should be a famine of the word of life.; for in vain 
could the pageantry of superstitibn, though aided by 
the speculations of philosophy, btfer any consolation 
to the afflicted mindjL or guide it in the. way of 
righteousness by the promise of an eternal reward.' 
Compelled to feed on the empty husks of human 
devices and conjectural systems, the heathen world 
wandered long in quest of truth, but found it not, 
till the fullness of time came,' when many arose at 
the sound of salvation, and 'were w^elcomed home" 
with joy and miiistrelsy in their Father’s house. 
But this gave great offence to the self-righteous Jew, 
who could not endure that aliens and outcasts from 
the commonwealth of Israel should live and worship 
under the same roof with him who, according to 
his own account, had “served God many years, 
and never transgressed his commandments.” That 
the fatted calt^ or the great sacrifice, should be slaia 
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and offered for the benefit of the Gentiles, proved a 
dreadful shock to the nairow prejudices and selfish 
ideas of this highly favoured but uncharitable people. 
When, therefore, the feast of reconciliation took 
place, and all M'as melody and mirth in the churchy 
the Jews, like the elder son, refused to join in the 
solemn festivities, though the Eternal Father ,by a 
voice from heaven, and by his miraculous works, 
entreated them to come in* Her^, then, we may 
perceive the peculiar propriety of lliis ])uthetic pa» 
rable, as a representation of the Divine economy in 
the redemption of mankind ; and from it the greatest 
offenders may derive encouragement to turn unto 
God, knowing that they who come to him with 
contrite hearts he will i|, no wise cast out. So far, 
indeed, from rejecting Any .such characters on ac- 
count of their long 'absence and numerous trans- 
gressions, he will receive them graciously and lovo 
them freely, while their conversion shall produce 
gladness in the church below, and songs of praise in 
the courts above ; for ** there is joy in heaven over 
one sinner that repehteth, more than over nir ity and 
nine just persons that need no repenliuice.'^ 


NOVEMBl.R THE FOURTH. 

THE UNJUST STEWARD, ' 

Luke, xvi. the lord comm coded the 

just steward f hexause he hud done tcheiij^ for 
the chUdrcri o/ this world arc. in their generation 
wiser than the children of light. 

By considering the parables as wholly moral the 
greatest part of their beauty ,is lost, and some of 
these divine representations are rendered dark and 
inexplicable for want of ascertainiug their proper 
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scope and intention. Of this we have a remarkable 
instance in the account of the extravagant or unjust 
steward, who had wasted his lord’s property, and on* 
being about to be dismissed from his situation con- 
trived an artful, but fraudulent, scheihe for his future 
support. This man was accused of having squan* 
ddred the goods with which he was entrusted, but he 
had made no provision for himself. His primary 
fault, iliereforc, was idleness, which is the source of 
all evils, and, by weakening the principles of virtuous 
action, frequently leads men to the commission of 
enormous offences. The steward knowing that his 
accounts were in a most disordered condition, and 
that be could not hope to be reinstated in his master’s 
service, began to reflect upon his wretched case, and 
‘ to consider what course he should pursue to gain a 
livelihood. Here the former folly of the man was 
strikingly displayed in his own confession, that, there 
was noll}‘uig to which he could turn his mind, and 
no employment for which he Was fitted by his know- 
lege and habits. Luxury and indolence had even 
enervated his bodily powers, so that he could not dig 
the ground to earn a morsel of bread ; and as pride 
is iiiNCparable from idleness, he was ashamed to ask 
the assistance of others. In this exigency he devised 
the sagacious pr<>ject of laying all his lord’s tenants 
under the perpetual obligation of maintaining him, by 
making such alterations in their leases as to reduce 
the rents far below the original agreement and reail 
value, l^hus all these men became de|)endant on bis 
will, were compelled to take care of one whom 
they despised, for their own sakes, and to prevent a 
discovery of the fraud which had been committed* 
But though tliC scheme was well laid and artfully 
mar aged by the steward, it could not escape the 
knowlege of his lord, who being astonished at this 
proof of his skill, and foresight, expressed with great 
magnanimity an admiration of bis wisdom. With 
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this commendation of the steward’s policy^ by Im 
master, the parable is closed, and from it. our Sa- 
viour has deduced this general lesson for his fol- 
lowers, that they should take as much pain$ to pro- 
vide for eternity, by enriching their minds, as this 
man did to secure'hiniself earthly friends and a refuge 
in the day of distress. But our Lord does not b^e 
set the conduct of a dishonest profligate before us for 
our imitation, nor does he advise us to make the 
attainment of wealth an object of our care. The 
real design of the parable, and the meaning of the 
application, will appear plain, if . in the Reward we 
behold the Jew, who abused the dispensation over 
which he presided, and in his state of degradation 
taking shelter in the habitations’ of the 'Entiles, 
among, whom, in a religious sense,, be neither digs 
nor begs, being too indolent to search his own Scrip- 
tures for the word of life, and too proud to embrace 
the faith of others. Despised by all nations, he has 
yet experienced a reception among them, and 
through tl;e long suflering of God, for gracious 
purposes, the seed of Israel still continue to pre- 
serve a distinct character over all the earth. While 
the J ewish people have been immersed in sensuality 
and unbelief, they have materially contributed to 
the information of others 5 and though they have 
basely limited the sense, and endeavoured to depre- 
ciate the value, of the Sacred Oracles of which they 
had the charge, they have unwittingly been the means 
of making the Divine promises know'll aud under- 
stood wherever they reside. 

Such being the predictive allegory contained in 
this parable, it teaches the children of the light, w ho 
enjoy the brightness of the Gospel-day, to be grate- 
ful for the mercy which has been granted t^em, and 
to profit by the example that has been maide; of those 
who wasted Gods gilts in the, season of tlicir proba- 
tion. It becomes us, therefore, to apply with dili- 
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gence to the business of* religion^ knowing that a 
day of .reckoning will come^ when we also must 
render an account of our stewardship. At that awful 
period bdavy indeed will be our condemnation if it 
shall be found that haye abused the unsearch<« 
able riches of vedemptioii^ by neglecting the im- 
provement of Qur own minds^ or paying no regard 
to the moral and spiritual condition of others. But^ 
on the other hand, great will be the reward and un- 
speakable the joy of him who has carefully studied 
tlie will of God in all things, and who in a spirit of 
fervent loye has endeavoured to turn many unto 
righteousness by the purity of bis faith and the 
exemplary tenour of his life and conversation. To 
every such sincere disciple, however lowly may be 
his condition and limited his abilities, is this pio< 
iiiise given, Because thou hast kept the word of 
niy patience, 1 also will keep thee in the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world to 
try them that dwell upon the eartli.’' Rev. iii. ]0. 


NOVEMBER THE FIFTH. 

THE RICH MAN AND THE BEGGAR. 

Xuke, xvi. ig, 20,-— IVierc n^as a cei'tain rich man^ 
which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
” Jared sumptuousli/ avert/ day: and there 7cas a 
certain hcg'gar, named Lazarus, which' was laid 
, at his gala full of sores. 

The parabolical characters, descriptions, and lan- 
guage, were all adapted to the Jewish manners, 
opinions, and circumstances. Though, therefore, 
the people who heard these figurative discourses' 
were ignorant of the general scope and intention of 
theiD> they . saw enough^ in the allegorical repfe- 
3 
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sentations to reproach them fot their sordid teiii|MrS| 
ccMTupt notions^ and evil practices, /lliey might 
have perceived alsp^ if pride and prejudice bad not 
completely blinded their understandingSi diat some 
prodigious and fearful change was about to take 
place in their civil and religious state, on accoufit of 
the national impiety. A strong picture of their 
character and of the approaching revolution, was 
drawn by our Lord in the parable of the rich man, 
who led a constant round of luxurious idleness and 
extravagance, being as indifferent to the welftre of hia 
own brethren,, as' to the wants of bis fellow-creatures. 
The observations vrith which this awful description 
is introduced, clearly point out its predictive nature, 
and plainly show that it completes the design which 
was opened in the decount of the unfaithful steward. 
The law and the prophets,” saith our Lord, 
were in full force untill John,” on whose appear- 
ance, as the harbinger of day, the typical institutions 
began to fade away, and the promises of the Mes^ 
siah to be fidfilled. Since that time,” continues 
the Saviour, the kingdom of God is preached ; and 
every man, without any distinction of birth or pro- 
fession, presseth into it.” The meaning is not, that 
all to whom the Gospel came did actually comply 
with the overture, for the contrail was obvious in 
the infidelity of the very per-sons who heard this dis-^ 
course; but the expression of every man, like that 
of every creature, denotes the universality of re- 
demption and the end of all distinctions between the 
Jew and the Gentile. But though th^ I^oraic ritual 
w as to terminate, and all men were to be united in 
one spiritual community under Him who is >;the jbead 
of his church, yet the moral law was rather tp re- 
ceive an enlarged sanction, fhap to ‘suffer any diminu- 
tion, by the manifestation of the Stin of rlght^usness. 
So great, however, wasihpdeg^ieracy of the Jewish 
nation at this time, that more regiird paid tPi the 
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oatwurd otid«imce«. Rad ^ ^jBfenmoaial por^ «|f 

tiuuk’ tO'tb* pHoc^Im «f tetftb or iko 

pne^ qt ilKijwaw. HTbik ^cottuptioii is 
aenRed'bm»^RM ib pdier pbo^ ap^tuiil adultieiy, 
becRuae tbe^tRopJe lr|io bad beaaiaa$Rd' to God 
a ape<^ «oye^nt> liyRra ^i|tj|(,of aubstitAtnig bu<> 
nMD %ndiiaifntd4^ : I^Tirte eonnaandoMntb. lit* 

atead of pre«e#iiCp^jJni« bniolate, Ibey defiled it 
by finiroKnis WealHlntt s^wl indu^aMes, and.tiM 
bmitatioB oi tbR prooiifwa to eecidar ebjectk Siteh 
waa tb» state tdpi the Itedeemer an« 

mwneed the ^wfity^jand 

the utter Idte pf ' p'Hviteged, U'hicb dw seed <>€ 

Abraham ■bad so greatly ahw^.' In the parable of 
thc^8tewprd the general ohafsctec of this people is 
draun, and d>e<^iMe<|nen<;0 -of d>*dr ettpuuion from 
the tanir of-^oations ia.^lainly. huBfiatec^ * In tliat 
u^ich fotiowSf our Xotd enters ate/e^mnnitely into 
the nature of their *ofl»nce» the fate windi awaited 
tltem, and theadtmtisq tbo^detpifr d G potiles into 
that state' whidi tMy bad <Arfeited/ TliR "yeitaia 
rich man who was ciodied ,kr pip^ and fine linen* 
Rnd fared sumptuously Rvety dny* is a figure of tho 
Israelite, . surroufided with toR blessings of rev^* 
tion, etui in the full ei^^ment ora splmu&l systena 
commrt|nicated by 'God bima«3f The nuguficent 
dress WM symbolical , of the JUevitical service in alt 
its grandewt and the* ptobwon.of dainties udiitdi 
daily coveiid the tabk^of,tl^ wenHby’iaan) nMnd; 
aptly iUt||ivated the Dit^ .truths eoi^ned in ilia 
Sacred jOraei^, and especially the proimse of re* 
demption, which was shadowed in every part of die 
tempbttoervicv Rod Rnt forth iMKhnr a variety forma 
in die writings of d{e prophets. But if the lugh 
dudncdon the Jkv was stroiq{ly eidnbited in tee 
camfittentof d^ who lived at his ease in oci* 
ental slotei die teMprahJe loins Ids |^te wm 
ei|iial}y as oRaRt an emblptn .of hanute nature, in 

VOt. HI. N 
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^eneral^ and of the polluted gentile worid' in parti- 
'cular. . lEhis .deplwabl^ direct could not be 
f>itklbie artd disagreeable (^^ccbtabt. of' hisViilci^tM 
8t*^ than the miiis of 'mimkind Vel.e by '8iti;:hQd 
au^btitidn.’ Yet is it Mid ibaV Z.BZ{U!^ . was daily 
placed before the 'portal . of die .adjp^ 'man’nOT^ 
which abounded with all .Ubaf coujd ridipbtar to. 
pride and' gratify the appetite. T^tsdcb a H^oeful 
epeciacle imuld be; placed in diet ddnmlcuoua aitua- 
. ition m^ seeiu an wiaccountable incidddt even' in a 
parable. But when ^e consider vvltat* a length' of 
timetite Jdws dnjcwed tiieir aibazing privil^S; dur 
ring which spa^ tney never . took .any pily on their 
wretched ne^hbotirs, this part of the nn'rative will 
appear most appropnate and characteiistic. We are 
told that the unhappy meodicaut, who lay in that 
exposed ‘state from day' to dajr, Wished ^ly to be . 
fed with tne drinhlra which lidl froni the nch liiaq’s 
kable;” but it is not said be received even this 
scanty pittanc^ ; thoiij^, if he did^; he owed no thanks 
to the jordiy 8e^tdbtV;'5vhose.:dffal be 'casually par- 
took ^rhaps wim the .dogs' of die household. Here 
also we .have a signiticant ^presentation of what 
occuned in die ,cdMhexi6n betwem the .Gentiles 
and die ^ws^ ferSi’htte Ute .latier made a slug^sh 
^ of the treasditM, wbic^- they possessed, it was iibt 
in their pbwOr to hit^r ^^Ose^M'bp'bere seeking after 
kaowl^efrbin gaiiiii^ wnne tnfprpatioh concerning 
die mystefy of redeihption thki iWas. wont to be 
revealed; In/the fulness of time the be^^r. djed^ 
and his misery was completely at an end ;; lor,' ^‘ the 
angels, or the pessenger’s .of Divine 1Vtith^:<6aiTied him 
into ;.Abraham’s bosom." Thisis the.'copinehcement 
6f the prophetic part of the pair^Ie, .for tdHhat goes 
before is ‘descriptive of die state of inat^ind ..at- the 
Messiah’s coming; bttt% that ?>wt jp/nri- 
nisters 'went forth with a Ditipe icoppisnoni' and 
the -poor heathen became, under thb -^Mpr of die 
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wori, a j<^iit\^oib^r oif^^ of GoA 

^le Iwlievii^ ' .a#e "Aoyr, - dvjlclrw of 

Abrah^iri^ faithful, 

f^ ji^fajtijif, and hava 
c.aHeB’ ttitfin..to 

saGn^G If; eW^ i^bly n^tit^' ald #jojmient« 
.Abiah^’s; l^fToi^is a^Bebi^ ohi^: («)»• 

tiva of Ijbe Qiiiwblrf ytl)o;Rs‘ibendiii;n'UTe1» ^dUi. 

fift a iky teitn :j^nij|atl|^," >irh<^.b aim 

i%ke(' j^^od.^ Heb;*' jAVfd,^ • of 

jliO/G^ptiiCT lltp^tbe' of.-tfiat iroinibupi<^ 
which. (^briid , j^ui:cniai.9^ A^aipb : bur .bjlp^t the Jeiyiib 
- economy’ e^^fjGnc^ ils. yii^iat^' filtMoru^ 
like Ui$ obtainMA funeral ; 

for bcirij pi^'t|[e; .eGrti^'^br' bivi^^^^ tempohd 

diesi^iatibn," atl\ ib ^grandeur, 

})rescutini'ai]i ai#id sceho>, e|w!jb thp jpubty coti- 

()herb5>.V& ’^hist^bf the 

vinp judgineiits.' 'Bijf fhc!!^ tjhl legal dispensation 
.bad an ’^hdj ^d'ls' for .ever ;ihpulder^. into diist, 
ih’p ’seed bf . Jacob jpbnlinU^ a>^ landing monument 

«^ thlj)ivinc’ .power bf the tmth of. prophecy. 
£vOT''srhce the dcstrumioh of Jerktolcm the chosen 
.family, “ to vvhpm. pe.tt?liw^ 

.gtpfy. ^d the Goyehsniti,' imd,t1l|e 'giving ‘ bf the la^, 
and the se^ice) hnd*j(he proibij^,’’, he^’o^.heeh di^ 
pi'U'^ of p’oliticid'iif^ .ana'rCniaiii af&f .otf, without a 
mediator 'aik{ ' destitute of. abAtphem^e^^^ ' In .VI& 
their eilled.' state, they sb^ the .vhoip ttj^ 

^spised iti/^posiesaipn of the . unwarcbablb richps 
which thi^..ib'a$ted, and- emoni^tha fujn^'bf th^t 
declaiatidil: ifh^h %'as ma^;b> libraham/ “ 
seed shhtt ^ajf j(he bafiOM. bli^^ 

Gg»i‘. xxii. 'I8.,i 
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NOVEMBER THE SIXTH. 

TUB RICK MAiA AMB THE BEOeAR. • 

Xuke, xvi/Sl^^ they hear ‘not Mom and the 
ptopkete, neithet eeiti thy be pertuadedf thou^t 
one rofe/rom the dead. 

Thoveb in this paraMe SQme r^rd xras pud to 
tho popular balfef of fbe Jewish nation concerning 
the state' of the soul a^er death, >et as opr Divine 
Teacher .never coiutet^ed any erroneous opinions, 
ifie description which ne has mte f mn at the In* 
visible wtnld is more thfm an inlegoricaliKTepresenta* 
tion. In eveiy piece of this kiim the scenery and 
incidents are dciyrn hem real objects, occur* 
fences that have an actual ^istenee. The narrative, 
indeed, is not a genuine history, but the ||l|^aracters 
are taken from Jiuman nature ; and the i&igtiOi^ m 
which thqr are placed,*bodi i^tl^fifh and the next, 
are such as will most certhiidy Ibe Ae respective lots 
of the righteous and the wickra, ^ E is endmit, there- 
fore, that the disentbodied soul is sensUile of its o\m 
being, that it is capable of^njoying happinpss Or 
feeling pab, of boldit^ an intercourse with ot^s, 
and of reflecting ypun its lormer condition with sa- 
tisfaction or remorse. Such is the view whbh our 
Lord has ipven of the separatestate of human spirits; 
from whence it appears, that the spul W no. neces- 
sary dependence upon the corporeal Ikame for its 
perceptive flKulties, and tb|t, consequently, it does 
not sink with the bod> into an afasohiie 
when the mortal stroke dissolves th^ utiimoi. in 
this parable the extinction of the system, and 
ehe subsistence of, ihp petrsons xrbo jrtmsed It, «ipe 
represented by the famiiur yet awful object ot dn 
cessation of the Vital fanction% while fie aniiAitiog 
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prindple, ti)G cohscioas inhallit^it-, departs to lament’ 
tiiR. neglect , of iiinunietnbliet stibiGiCei’ainl'-the pro*^ 
stifutioir of its high pri^le^er.. , VVhea. the . rich v.oA 
Iuptuary' <iHe(d^ and: was, boned, the^srhole of him did 
Ifot /all into an undonscldus and. dbrnutnt state,, but 
hnni^dutely; ll»,eyes we(«.lif« 8 d,. 0 p.tO'a fblt ;diseerh> . 
mj^t of the d>R^ul change which ^d tidren/dace in 
the matniiipr of hii beingt- .,'Here h»\^i 8 e'ry was 
he^;hteited,'|by hpowingtlw.t- tho' poor,* wretch^, and 
houselAss cr^tute', tvWb. .bad' been wickedly sitifferedl 
tb peridi* at hii''g^^ . ww t^tetn ^ ppssessum of 
hdno'up, easej «tnd'iininbrtaU|fy. ‘NbW thougb this 
be att ekact'pi«dui«:i^tl^ the loss' of bis in> 

be 4 tRdi»> tfhldh hah bee^-^fen^ bp the' Pentile, 
yetis'^' dbicHpti^lnb ib^ fitici'‘ojt thbse who,; like 
thb flcb ittad, haying .plact^ 'pfl their happiness in 
the ehjb^^t .df'/hil’W^jldrAiisb^ eterntd lo^ 
in the titegt;'' while ibb ^trif and IbWty in 

heart, '^ip were d|Ujpited and' p^MCutied here, shait 
thm' be'^illlinitted. intb die >^8001 of ' tranquillity 
and blisj}.!'’ Od^KfiS^. up i^s iii Hades, the 
tOrnmiit which ^ bd* ife% :;lnade ..the proud mao 
humble, w^fat at lewd abfu> mtreat' the smallest de- 
gree of reli(^ and cdmfbit h'Ora the finger of that 
very Laaarini ^fapse tUlMie person , was at one time 
obnoxious 1 ^'' di'o delicate sense of this pemtentiid 
snppltcatrt. be], jijtbo cofj^ lately spurn'- the 

afflicted;^beid|g^hat '^as 'laid .ht hw.gate, would 
now gladly tebeive ' from the fiifger of that defiled 
object ai-drop of water to allay ’his burning thirst. 

isAhe' dife rererse of .tifings'in the fiiture state,; 
wbe^'the har^ty despot becomes the prey of bitter 
angufeh^'a^^ give worlds/ if he had diem iat 
Ms cOtnbpnd, td /exebaUge : condifions with, the 
ineaiiest aW iiuot 'despisCa ofv bis former vassals. 
S«ik ,here‘'b{^ vre'.ma^j^ ^fmve. jthe alteratioi thak 
baer taken- ‘place in the sitnations. of theWo cha-- 
nc^ orl^idbos of n^nkind, who wetO the prinu. 

» a . ■ 
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cipal pl^ebts ofrthie parabte. ;^Tlie l(|^flHnded jew^ 
Mho wpi^d have no; d^inss wiwlp^:,^ 9 jnan 
and who saM indeed . 

btftnbn .family, “ Stand, ^ bdUcr 

'than thou y” is become, shiee,tli0,dissojlotioi<.of<.tii3 
political state,, an abject, dependent upon the .wilVdf 
those whom once he cduteniited^and'vilibed* Nay, 
liiore tl^ this, be .see^rfor., wppoj^t in bra' mise|^ 

. from the Cendies and wbateyei;bop<i hai tbay ;bave 
of a restdwtion, ',it » ..in''^h^t»a!«istance. .' ^tijii^^e 
is no ttnion betwcetr lji^^;jiio achnowlegad allianceV 
and though 'thefe are mstances of. the conv^- 
sioii of Jews, whichAve! trust, will in thne 6e.iol« 
lowed hy their.. coiup|ete,^ rede 9 ibdoni<t yet Juchu^ 
itself, gains ho pfosel^aV nof^have the.^|>Mple,who 
adhered to tbat uersuash)!! made |u^ adirnuce iit. juoral 
aud intellectuai iQiproyemc».t, 
fures'which they still proft^lO beli.cVe'bne to theni 
lio better than a' sealed bdok^ Thua rare they, in a 
state of spiritual darknei^t hnd as ibqr in^tber de- 
ceive nor impart fcnowitge, itilijay be .truly said of 
them, that they are. severed the rest of mam 
kind by an impassible gplph. , fbis, however, is 
properly to be understood of their ieparation from 
tbe communion of sajmts, to which tlmy cannot' have 
acOessso lon^ as they, continue to reject the crtici*: 
bed and risen Saviot^. Jl.nbe}ief is the. ub- 

fathomable eliasm, aad till this be removed they can 
never be united to the spiritual seeih of Abraham. 
But the obduracy of tlwir inddelity js forcibly ex* 
pressed and cieairly predicted in tlie .r^ly: of the 
patriarch to die requestj tba| a .mes^e(W frpm the 
world of spirits might be sent to wanil.tbis people, of 
their danger, and .to bring thejtn to a sense of 
their ^ty ; If diey hear not Moses and. the pro- 
phets, iieitherWl thoy be p^uaded though one rose 
from the dead. ' What was' ^e,.nfBrm€d, that ge- 
neration saw YOfifiedf for peitber tbo accpmalated 
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tvidence of thirii^le and prophecy could Open the 
eyes of the peop^itt thc ’day of visitatioir ; nor 
would they even /icjttio^l^elbat Mighty One to be 
theif Messiafi^ iiv whom Abrahaiiv believedi evert 
when he ' aroi^ by ' his mi;n divine power , from tlie. 
deactr , Such is the priinayy application 6t this pro* 
phe'tic |>artible, ftom which we learn the danger 6t 
neglecting the indons of gratce in the period ii^igned ua 
for our pi^obEtion and the sin of prostituting those 
gifti which have biem hesfowed upon us for tbe iih- 
pirovemeut ofortllselvesaild^iihe of .others. To* 

aU^then/ whether nth oV'i^ this awful description 
speaks' with solejmh enei^ ^ warning them to be 
i^tbful aiui dilig^it in their^resp'dbtive callings ; en^ 
joining the bi^ foWh cbarJlable;^ 

and the other«/to be coaieiited and devotit^ sobet 
and indull|9cw ; ’"rememberings lhat‘ no^^ is the 
accepted tim^^ artiTtfaftt now in this life Only is thd 
day of'sdvati^’* S 'Con .vi» 

Vii^'ai'iiiiMiiiiiini.r'iii-.iii- 
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XBB LIISBBA. 

Luke, Bvii. Xdj^Therej^e nd^Jfimnd that retumeSl 
to give sm tlmstrangfr. ' 

As^ the '4^- rroviBi^tt ^lesceiid upon ^e- 

just and : (die 80 die.Siln ai^teousness, in. 

nis prc^esa updb/eaith, icKd'not confine hie l>enefit»: 
to diose persons %K<>se ihctral . qualities might seem ta> 
raider thein' jpei6idi|jf^ deserving of hiS benevolence. 
Qe well kpibvir ti^^cluiraeters of '.those vvhmn he re- 
Kevikljifahd ^ ^dld tell ' ivliist nse they would make 
of his diis did not jiitiiite hb benignity^- 

oorbiiader’hiid''^ih'd|iteiidingKi8 goodness even to 
the 4 atbanldhl*'^''' 0)ii iLord never turned a deaf ear. 
*.4: 
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to the 

he wtur'ewere diet .aoh^^ef 
hw poiirerM aaibteiiM^ii^ 

Twhen they . aj^ieaii^ is^re 
'jj^a^t humility |Ui4 <ieyptioB>:'lift^yet-^ 

. to their jitetition^ eom^iaiiiionatet^.thmir 
r^Uy. adniiinstered tne- deifired 
distance bf the Diviae^bdeist^eii^Mi 
gratitude haflpoii^ when Jaus iwaa paed^ 
road ^vtbifcfa: led . tbibu^;^ 

Jiideb, where te/wUs ai^^^ hy'tbn' abhapp;}j^ 

Bons, wbb’ were eat .ftboi ^the ei^aofiiXif^hf 
aociety by thas^fi^dfuhrnaladyvytheh^i^ 
are aome kinds d^dnle whudi anji^ iheil .of dbie \tinesi' 
disccvdant tDipdit j'Bo tha^ whiter Bjay haW-^^^ 
their former enmity, they are gM to hard |i^ci&ef, 
that they may .&d soAiie- suspentitMi ' miseryr 

and a refuge {from 'the ;ii^leef;ef tbe';%d|^^ 'I^U* 
nine of these, lepers, 'who- were de’ii^Vt’tidtVhi) 
higbtiy and inatMsibility iif thjsirj.datieDv'^dily'ad' 
.initt^ into their cotppapy Smitaritan, who 

yrw in the same wretched eonfitidB^withSthemselves. 
But' the' disorder with' WMtih'they. virete i; ihhwJ visited 
had reduced them' all to aVleye) ;; and.,(hpui^' }t'eer> 
iaiuly did. not change their dhboiMttbl^'rit sO iar<re- 
Wtrained'die austerity of thed^w^r^t dioy wm glad 
to associate with on<^who,r^ tthiit ^rt of the'cbuh- 
-try, wM'Cnabled to rmidd^ theht spme {Cnistaiice. On 
>bmng expelled ftbm the eod^in|mity to' which they 
belonged; these men sought.a retrbat among atra^gers, 
with whom,' but for, this woehih- 'hjeOi^ia^, th% 
;muid hhve bad im-deaHiigs ;. .and; itueh^ib die huini> 

. listing nature of affiiction, that^t^'j^i^ud Uhd haughty 
ucorfier te^ntfyejibmits to 
andadyiceof dieyery jyetson trho^he^haCi|bt|^^ 
in^i^ih'the.day of bft IW^lMaartfaua 

might )^ve driven these iep^oua Jf^s oullprtheir 'di8!> 
uict, dstheir own coutitiymenilad^^dy' <^ne j^but to. 
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the boi^r of appears that they pitie<t 

Ae . Rusfoitu^ -'Oif tto ^diiiinistered ta 

their wan^;^lhi»:J^ tp^ bfive softened 

the tetoj^r^ aed enlarged ^ntiihents of the uti* 
happy wanderera i ipstead of wbicb^ the l^^thsome 
disease^ wl^ch defied thm bpc^es was rbut a faint; 
representation of t^t fou|^cori;h]^ion which polluted . 
tfaeit sopls;i Wbeioi our^ S^yioar afiproached the spot . 
whc^e^^se 04 ^ collected^ they all lifted 

up^jheir iroicea in Iqitd supplications for. help^ ad-, 
dressing him with reverence, and aeknowleging his 
power. But when> agreeable to his injunction^ they 
jwent to presenUhamselyea^before. the priests, and by 
the way experienced the cure that bad been wrought 
in their > ^ Jews, without thinking, any 

thing more of their heiWfactor, hastened home to 
enjoy the 'vgfaUtlalions p their jHends ; while the 
p^r Safheritan) overi^helmed[ yvidi admiration glo- 
rified Ga^-alpu^d| and returned, 'immediately , to seek 
Jesus, beibre Whom he. fell prostrate, ^aiid gave hihi 
thanks* ' The.fiiitb this stranger, 

obtained . the , Btiviue . comineiidatioii, and a still 
greater bl^si*^ was imparted unto him in the healing 
virtue of that grace by which be was made, whole; 
not merely in thi perfe^t'cleansiiis of his body, * but in 
the renovation of his Ahe Jews, on the 

contrary, had another^t^rosy ^dh^ring to them, and 
for their malign^t 'ihfidelit;^ they suffered a heavier 
judgment tbaiif that ftbni which they w^ere miracu- 
lously: delivered. , And yet b* : the, base behaviour of 
these uiigrateful/men we may discern much of pUr 
own spirit and conduct iihthe unworthy return which 
we havo m,a4^ f9T:^ .numerous instahces of provi- 
dential gQodiie8is;Aat we have experiencf^ .duriiig the 
Gourde of pur lives. >f lnitbe hour, of distress, indeed, 
wp^' were ready to- priyi^Uli gr^t fervour, and b®; 
make many promises of eoi^staiit gratitude and obe-;. 
dience to the. Almighty, if he woiild fout rescue us 
’ N 5 
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firoifi trouble or restore us to health ; but wheo sor- 
row has been eoiiterted into jay, the remembr^ce 
of our s^ictiQR snd tte stieaEto of our /esolutiona 
We'fiidea away together,, T<m inany, on being 
raised from the bed of sickness, instead of glorifying 
the God of their iner^ by the purify of thrir con* 
▼ersation and the^ influence of fliriir example, are 
eager to rfyom their gay associates, and to mii^e iu 
tile follies and pleasures of the world, the very 
best, th^ are satisfied with expressing their tiumkful* 
ness in formal tqnns, and then set out in the purrait 
of the world with as much intensmiess of applieatian 
as if it was to be their residence for ever. What* 
ever sentiments of penitence and piety these persons 
felt in the season of serious leflection, are now en- 
tirely obliterated ; and so far arc diey fiom seeking 
the Redeemer with siocerify of heait, and an eaiimest 
desire to live and die in his servkn, the very thought 
of religion renders them uneasy, they want something 
to dispel care ; and thus, as ** this sow that was washed 
hastens to wallow in the mire,”* the J* last end of 
such men is worse than the first.” 2 Pet. ii. Q2'. 
ittke, xi. 26. 


NOVEMBER TJJE EIGHTH. 

TUB baisiNg op l'azauus. 

John, xi 3^.—^<esus wept. 

It lias been ratiily aflhroied, that tbe'virtue Of friend* 
ship forms no part of tlie Chrisfiau ethics ; and some 
have endeavoured, with worse thtm savage ferocity, to 
banish the minciple aitogejhar'^from the system of 
morality. < The two opinions,, though maintamed by 
persons of d^frirent characters, and with opposite 
inteiiUens, unify in the tome point, and are as inju- 



tfAlsnra 01^ £AZASU«. 

u dieir Are;tepurg^t-td' 
KMMff ^ " Jii |the histoiy 

ii8 ‘w6* £aveid,4ttipIe«coiHf^ of ibis con-c 

jl^nct et^r, ai;d a fiiU |Hvof tbfit ttip sodial afibctiona-- 
air^ pot onljr'iiite^bvdb in our OatPre, butttat vdiej^ 
copstitutP a^ ^t tManidi of our dti^ Piy piivi^e,- 
asjtha mamb^ of 'one family apd Ifte h«rs of tfid 
(anm'>iir6miw.'<' Of the ^at "Eaaniptar bf'all - per-- 
fection H la recdriSei^ that pe not only {Assessed tl^ 
tepjfer 'iMipnonaip ’'an e^auidte'do^e^ huit that' hd 
expiassed his fej^iffia in the prdien<^’of.hui eileniiiis 
as Wdl as of his^futow^ j of those who by sUldy- 
Bad leynt-td beindifferent to nil mtere^ but thei^ 
own,-' pnd those, who w^. Onacpli^t^ with , the art' 
of reAuthig. the clatpfis of huipa^lyy Obr blessed 
i^rd had Puiong his discrolep ;Ope t^oin he paiti- 
ciilariy esteetnied, . apd W W' <pij|&yhd. piuch. df Hit 
confidence^; he hadaliio iur mfimate acpumntanco at- 
Bcthanyy Witb;^fa^ fiiihi)y’ ha pccasibnany rdndid^ 
and of sa^i^ bietnl^ bir which it is said, 
that JesUs'loa^d Martha, and her sister, and Laza-- 
nis,” louring the ibdde M'dur Saviour in the coiia^ 
tiy beyond Jo^ap, tt messengaf was sent to infoitn> 
him tpat He friend lay; ttetigerojusly ill, and (he lan-^- 
guage in which the niteltigeiice yiws conv^ed showed 
the n^ard in which n^ut hald, and the con- 

fidence repo^ by his Imfirirs id^a pewer and good- 
J?f jTaBMs J tliey with pathetic' 

riniplici^, “ hC ' whotn thaw IbyCst is sick.” No- 
thing m^a they , was '^eCessaiy to hasten 

the, coniii^ of Hipi, upon whose kindness they .de- 
pend9d;-iii this: s|^Gtii% Veitafipn ;- for to ' his mi- 
racles djH^ yi/eM^a*siiRtngefs,: and of his wiHiugnass 
to relieaa th^, Hallv^t^^a^bti Hie/ kP^w that no' 
one bad ever sop^t^w'. assistance in vapi, Uiat. he' 
sept ho suitor from 'H^ praiaike with- a sCrrovving 
heart; but ‘that, on tbe contl^, he Was ethr fiead^ 
to meet thair wishes, to cheer > their daspondiiPt- 
nO 
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minds; Qiid, agreeable to>wfh9t twd been foretold ef 
bim, to give unto thetn bemiBy for HBbea^ tbOioU of 
for mourning* the garp^ of $>r tbo 

epiri,t of beaviiiess.” uu. 3. From tte experience 
which this pious lanuty had of*the readiness of Jesus 
to, relieve the distressed, they had every reason' to 
believe diat the informatioo which was, sent would 
eidier bring him quickly in person, or produce » 
AiVourable chaise in the disorder of Ixmarus. „ 'But 
the ways of Uivlpe Wisdom qre inscrutable, and ouf 
Saviour M ^s dIpOasion gave ns m insUruotive lesson, 
teachingns to suspend our judgment in the midst of 
every 'mrk trial, and to submit omseives to the 
directum of ord^etb all dungr well. 

When Jesus lie^'tmU Lazahis^ was sick, be abode 
therefore two days in the place* where he was. 'Jbis 
was a period of hei^tened anxiety, bUed with alter* 
nate fears and hopes, alarm and expectation, to the 
sisters, who knew that tlieir message bpd been de- 
livered, and that the X>ord was actuaUy on: the road 
towards Bethany. But o'ne day after anothef elapsed, 
and JesuS neither appeared himself, nor scot any of 
his disciples, to comtort the mourners and to apprize 
them of bis approach. In this interval the affaco 
donate women watched with keen solicitude the 
progrm of their brotbei^s malady, every moment 
expecting some symj^m dft remrning health ; and 
when they found nonO, v^kh^trembling desire they 
looked abroad for the abpembnce of that graciouf 
Person whose presence its^ was life. But as their 
faith was desdned to undeigo its utmost trial, their 
desires were disappoinled, the vital ktreanx ebbed 
fast, the pallid face of the rich kssumbd the signs of 
spe^ mortriity, the haiul of dptb qma i^n Laza- 
rus, and f^e who alone coj^ldmrest the fatal stroko 
was for aWpy. So long, however, as the ptdse oon- 
tutued to beat, and resjpirkl^ was perceptii^, the 
foitbfol attendants considered life as secure in the 



THIS QB XAZABBS4 , 

fexp^tatioR of . Hu'^oi^g It io bis power 

to' h/^i;tber- yiesp<^ta diseue, aiid to saSp^dd 
of jSjeperUjig sptri^^ l i3Rt wiien «il -was 
ove^i' aadh^'tte o| iBzanu' if^iro olosed-, hope 
d<parted,';'tMiRl the. two sisters sat'dowA together to 
If^iheni.Abdr lossj and to leara dii^hcdd les^o of 
f^ignatioB to ^tO' Diviito.^^ On- the fourdi .day 
^tar- thd/’int^mrat die news catue that Jesns Aaw 
near to^Sknhanyt.ttat what consolation could tins 
ip^ig^tQe yield to those who had buried their prin- 
cipal eatt^^ comfort in the grave.^^' Such a repdrt 
Was.iOnly caleuiated. to renew, the.ir griefs and to 
open fresh nMto' of IsA>entatidn, by r^ecting, that 
had this, gracious vUatant come’ some. days earlier, the 
honse of inkOunubg might have b^n the seat of Joy. 
Bui wh^ Martha Vvas told that Jesus y»is amyed, 
ihsty^ 'of -het^ resentn^duf^ > or sitting in 
'glooniw.' ^ad|Ace, .^Im 'drose and Went forth to 
meet this inferview her lai^uage was aor^ 

rowful ^t, snbmis8iy4‘<6M^ buidevout j. Lord,” 

said'shef if ^hu 'hadst ^n here, my brodier'Jiad 
not died;*^ M.ard>h'kneW.thatour'Saviour cpuld have 
pf^enuMthe satlcah^frophe ; but that the. departed 
spirit might be jrecalied hack' to its former mansion, 
v^i^>^Was no,w in -a- sthte of-pntrefaction, exceeded 
her 'comprebeti^h. > A of hope, however, was 
kindled % the appea^i^ of *<me. whose benignity 
wtoi^nal^tnsA«s. poy^j'hB^:though .she could noj 
Venturd to ask . fo>;so mj^'fy B-blesskig as that of the 
restoration pfhe^'biOtht^^lh’e with 

the at^rttti^,v that, this viflh .was intended for good ; 
<" 1 added, **. that even now, whatsoever 

..thou; wift.|u$'M\Qhdy .fab will give it . ^bee,” Snch 
was the. ^itb.'#Uiis e|titmrdinB)ry womans- and y«A.it 
•was'defktiye,: as it did not amcB"* fo n fuirperscta- 
sion tlhit^^destta. possessed; . hi' hinuelf liief abs^te 
. ihspcMfcddife and . hf di^l)^ ^ conn^ bet {that 
he had air pdwef, in heaven and upon earth, 
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he replied, ** lliy brother slmll rise ag«m and 
when Jdarthd'proweeed fa($rbelidf in the revimrof 
the dead at the ^ day, our Lorditidd her tof m 
him alone did that event depend ; and' he vTmit sdtt 
forther than this, by anuring her that all tvho Were 
united to him snotud obtain even hdre the principle 
of immortali^. Though iVfartha* bad no Clear con- 
ception of our liOrd’a meaning, nor any prpspect of 
his design, she relied upon bis gracious 'ivord, be- 
cause ^ was convinced of bis Divine aathoritjh 
which she openh confessed \ Lord, I believe that 
thou art the Cmrist the Son of the living God.” 
The piety of Mary did not fall sborf of that of her 
sister ; and on beiiK informed that the Master was 
come, she quitted the house, and rah t(n>boir out |he 
sorrows of her heart at his fee^. This ^uching 
scene sensibly aflScted the Jews who came to con- 
dole with the 'distressed" Women in then- affliction; 
and when our Lord perceived their sympathy, “ he 
groaned iii spiiit and wsIS troubled.” 1\> the inquiry 
where the body lay, these persoi» answered, Come 
and see and as the pompany turned to satisfy what 
thqr supposed to be only a tender curiosify to behold 
the spot where the remidhs Lazarus were de- 
posited, Jesiu wept. <It i^msonable to suppose 
that this sensibility wAS e3Mdt|M by the contrast ex- 
hibited in the resignation of'%e tyro sisters, and 'Uie 
infidelity of the surroundii^.*|oputare; the former 
being strong in faith andddi tbe‘''sevece8t trial, while 
many of the spectator we^ap hardened in impeni- 
tence as not to be persuad^ tbougdi one stould 
rise fiom the dead. Vet ev^’for diesq persons did 
our Lord pray that they ndg^l^b^ awafcened from 
their suphteness, and^be cmivinci^of thw dati^r,s 
before we day of grace should set up6n them fi>r 
ever. But suih was thrir ohdtaracV^ that neitlier his 
tears nor j>rayers codld soften their* httVts''; and 
when they beheld the dead man come forth from the 
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grave at (iu conmiand,^ they went their way tp ** tell 
the Phajisnes/what things Jesus had done.” Well' 
then might 'our J^rd weep when hp knew diat even 
tlus stupendous miracle would fail to save the de- 
voted nation from ruin ; i^nd diat, so far from pro- 
ducing a 'spirit 'of serious inquiry and repentance 
among ^e p^ple, it would the means of acce- 
lerating his crucifixion and their utter excision. 
'*'l'hen from that ' day forth the Pharisees took 
cqnnsel toge^r to put him to death and so ^reat 
was the maligfii^ of these - men, that though they 
affected at first to be moved by compassion to the 
afiiicted mourners, this miracle turned their em- 
pathy into hatred, and diey plotted the death of 
Lasarus qlso; from whence we may perceive that 
there is no real friendship but that which has religion 
for its ba^- * ** Take, heed therefore, brethren, *lest 
there be in any of yb^i an evil ^ heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the.livmg God ; but exhort one an- 
other daily while it is called tc^day,' lest any of you 
be hardmied through the deceitfufness of sin.” Heb. 
tp. 12, IS. 


NOVEMBER. TO 

. the PHABlSllil^ANfi I^BLICAM. .. 

Luke^ xyiii. ^ himself 

shall be/Ojh^seii ai^:^ thqf hjmhltih. himse^ 
sheULbeii^fifdif-l^:. ■■■'< 

As h) the coiAmp0.h^iuess <^f life the worthless and 
the igiKvant j^waya.;^iiud:e .thp loudest pretensknis tp 
integrity .and jijhiiity^ sn>it.too often happens in the- 
ihosUniMilapt of-ailcimceir^^ t^t,yhue the excd- 
leiUof the eairth pass aloii^ eltheT’unnQ^^ o( de« 
spi^, the uoiity professor and-tne pompous deceiver- 
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attract public admiration, .and 'succeed nr imposing,- 
up^ mankind. This 'was the’ cEw at ^ titq,e when, 
die.Qdspel was preached; and 1^- is be hsaifedk^ 
that the same evil has eontiutted to ^perail m a great^* 
or less degree among those who suBfect to cbUsid^ tl^' 
pride aiid-bigotry df tim. Pharisees ^ith equal surpriem 
and abhorrence. It wems, that ainong Our L^dV 
followers there were^^nOt wantuig some' who hadr 
pr(dited sa little by his preceptsvind exutnpler as to 
V trust in themselves that they wefo'Tigh^u^ - and 
desplSe othen.-’ v To corrifot d>eir vanity and reprove 
their , uncharitableness, this parable was .related, in, 
which the nature ^o£ thie rapeiittinee is contrasted 
vrith that semblance of ihligion lh^ Which men somer 
times cheat each odier, aiM even delu.^,. their own 
souls ; but which will only serve to their 

guilt and .increase, their . condentnation great - 

day of accofoitf ' when every .one i^all '-Jbe judged 
according to his wodiS. Two 'men went op to the 
temple.at the same^.idutei'to. ^My'theiOiie’ a jPharisee 
and the other 'a Publicai^f Wndse chaii^fots were« 
completely opposed fo ea^ btlKU; ; - for while the one 
was much involved in ^^Idlyr^afiyrs, as 'o.coi.luctor 
of the imperil tribufo^^the -other appeared .to be 
voluntarily raised shove ^all.:eapih^ uonGeitH^ .and to- 
have nothing - so tnueh,^^ '"heart as the 
ment of his owpr^ih^;a4|t the edificatfon. df .his ' 
neighbours. . : '£r#i- their^^lSyefetive profosnons^ it' 
was naturtl to bave egpedii^My ilit£ in Pbarisee- 

imd arrogance; in the P^ji^'^.ahn Uittt ' while -the 
Idh made a virtifo of aw#N^i|^^ 

other would . have pros^fod' hitns^ Ji^ro' tlfo.. 
l%fone of Mercy j’ imploniig‘^foe • f^vewess' of ‘hU 
failings, aiUi' ptaying for theeonyersiod-^Of his erniig 
brefor^.':' Th^v. reverse of all this was ihb egso;. for 
the. PimriifoU" .enteiOd' the sauefi^ .with an of 
iinporesr^t' es if " he biaifoed a reward for. iheritori^. 
oils servics^;; atid .Ufo^Puhiicah stood afay'-off,.'ijd' 
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o^irpA^eiietf .V(^: fof - Add bb app^ 

Ite'^ould 'Apt . 

■ b«^.' ' ■ iFfte .' tai)|a^ge’ 
l»|tk tbflf'' dtfferWiB "of 
.beiMiwi'otiF i:-f<^.- die- ptoftMic:^:,ef ^ifftiAOrdina|ry 
Muictiii^ bajdl!% BO ]^rdun to ai^ iibt *gt^ to solidty 
eo^^i^ltilp.i'v^le of his afldfeto to' thiMe qi^ities 
which tot ldttoy; ;%. tds cAtiniiadony aboVe tfio rest 
of the w^ ndther an eitordoner, ' 

an . udjifto •per^jV'OBr ad' adulterer, was; certainly 
prosier- ihMter^fof/tbankfidnesa;^ but^A'bcn the niaa 
in^ a bdtot el tbeto dHuto, it win' pret^ clear that 
he assuined more than hw due-; and- he took care ta 
d^onstiate his pt|rB ftltohoOd immediately after- 
Aiiards^ l^'drdwing;a comparison .between himself 
iwd^'his* rellpW^wor^ipper. .In thanking ,God dwt 
hie'was nctdike* the Publican, kb' was guilty of the ' 
most aboodmibie injusttohi tor by so ^ing he ven- 
*" id to enpri^b iqiimi' iKe .Hiyine prerogative, in 
.\,..isViiig a jni^dton^ uppn bne''tvho bad not offen^ 
‘him, and whoto; real .maractto: Vhis known- only to 
th«. Se8rclier of'h^ts. t)f the positive duties the 
Pharisee, in>.cotnmon’;Wi^;'tbe rest of his -sept, 
h^d the> most .contracted the whole 
into the pdrfbtmapce of -a i few: outward acts Which 
hsd tto'jhbral yidph in thf^ aiBlwhich m be as 
well observed fey the saint ; “ I fast- 

tyyijn Vainglorions' boaster, 

*^4’; p^:,uthes,Af- 8llnfii^;P’|^^ aitd here the 

; the man 

sctf, titotii(^ Bpt the 'Sighi of God. The 

.wjn' tbnvmced of 
vhis-pnwprihini^ wish .to appear 

jbettcfiiilh^ the sight of Man .than be really was m the 
of -hisc; owiii;coi^iepi^:nkp|istoto^ "h w - feeliigl 
.;^j^ ’ hu^irehdt: H) .'tbiS^ihi^^i^k'ieBiphade .seritc^i 
-^ Ik^^od be^^ Winit he^dm#. 
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Uttered, he thurougKly knew, a^-eensiM; deptuied 
in the bitterneeB and anguiah of his .soul; ^.^thttt, 
under th(^ heavy. {uessure of his; iniqtut^, he^jiadl 
neither . time nor inclinatibu to scrutinhie the" utii* ' 
perfections of other iuen. 'Thbiigh he could haftR^ 
f^lto hear the bontupielioiis lan^age of the Phar:. 
risee, he felt no' reseUtiuent against the inan^ fioyr 
unkiudness; nor could the miber^t reprdachek of 
that censorious bigot draw off bi^ at^^^ from the 
momentous business jn which M;.tKttS eng^ed.' Sa 
far froin it, the penitent .PubiibAp ’seenis' to hate^. 
humbled .hiiotolf the. more de^^y; jbcisie the A}-' 
mighty when he heard whajt m4o hdd. to say against 
him ; and thus be showed Ih eve^.. respect that his 
repentance was. geniMD^ and that his heart liras 
light towards GodL Our liord, thsreforia, con* 
eludes his account, of these characters' with a de> 
claration that -the righteomuom of the Publican ex- 
ceeded that of the l%arUee, or that went dOwa 
to hishouse justified rather tbaii the o^er.” Strictly 
speaking, no mart can be. said to be righteous, for aft* 
have rinned and ebsae short their du^; but 
when Almighty teceivos the confession of die 
penitent, die.> Holy Spirit st»1s the pardon" by an 
absolution fitont aU .j^ehces^ which feb^uiUal is a 
fuU 'justification of : the'^.bd>^ver'" in the Bight'^.0P 
God, and of his owp. ebni||d(mce. "As this pardOTj;. 
howev^, proceeds ^ivine^ grace; in 

accepting of our .contritid^;<|b iii^'ti^er is in^tlfed 
but where there, is a tbi^UBb rep^ttance aiM'faith;- 
w^h 'worlkcth.‘by db'^^bjiddj|Wllird|il^' heart' full 
of humUity and . an Oblaraed s^^f chaftiy towards ' 
all men. ^ In dwse uarocidarf fee righteousness of . 
the Phari^' was wholly defial|ipjt, aiid ttmt bf ifeb 
Pobli^. gmraine and cotiiplofe. . Hence, feerefdfe,. 
we piajE ; perceive tlie . feua jiatufe of jusdficatibiW in 
opporitibiii to thOse-'wbO^ place it in'fee fee|^oriOus ' 
cmqicy of works, and mose dho iiiote ’‘prepbs|tfeK' 
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«^i<4}?a8crii>e,»t!<.itOiii^nake^ fautb;^ resting upon tlie 
jPivioe, y piroinis^;.i^jl dMfcj Atoheii^nt tiered for 
..aacriliffi of C^/jsu- ^ ^|ur jblessed Lord 
A^m^'tM.the,iippl^A|tion.of l,h]e parable, 
tj^t ^[.pne ,>vliaexalteth, juins^in JjIs own csti- 

inei^QBi^^OiV ecqotuijt of hie virtuee;.Of. ^opinions, 
sbaiLbe wbil§ j|ie<wi;^‘lB(Oibi^ himself as 

a sini>er shall :be e*T 

altjkl/*/ vTI)|^.^ej^te<i,jf^^ the parable w.as not 

^vbolly :Vpid i on tte bootrary, his cha^ 

racter, to it^lieai^ce, w,e» tEreprpachame; b^t he 

w^ted th6<v)Hue8 of the heart ; and sB hef did all lus 
works to be .^ridae4 of inen, in their applause and in 
hi».- own gra|h£lcatiQh-he had his-, reward.: Onahe 
other, hanfl,. jbe. Phhiipwi he had. been 

guilty .of iiiuhiy'etiprinities, fbr'tthidj be was now 
filled with gqdjy ;sorrQw, iresdv^, if he, . should 
obtain an an8w■ef^of pea(» by the confession -of hb 
sins before. lQb4i; to . walk in th^ wa^.of his command- 
inmts, tiiid ^.devote the re^iuibtef of his.vlife.tb. the 
•Divine sefvibfe, ]^ci«ip this ins^efivei represented 
tion let us learn to examine ounelves,. Whether thp 
repentance which we -pofedl:. extends to all -tlie 
actions of our lives and ,^e; imaginations of our' 
mi^; .80 - that, when . wer . coma -into the Divine 
pinmuce,' we may not,- l^e, thb. i^harisee, .be guilty 
of,As8emhlii|^ ana eloai^^'leur-ofTeiices,, but by a 
foil acknowlegenient.of,Jshc-.gmit' w® w?y» 1*he the 
jPiiblican, be rdievedi^ipm-^. bordeii. of it,, and 
8«it away r<^oiciiig.;'fon;fi^iif^wre; confoss our . sins, 
God is- rai^td>wdiib^:.tb..i 9 iii^ve 'us our sin's, and 
to eIe«nse.4b%om-aU nnrignteousfiess/' 1 Johu> i. 
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NOVEMBER THE VeNTH. 

I 

THE CBILBEEN; 

l4ike, xviii. little ehUdren ttreoaa unfa 

Ate^ end forbid thm,noti for of is the king- 

dom of God, 

Of tHe mibntp bcidatU Feoordkd io o«ir Lord’s 
history, ttere is hsrdi; one whicB exceed the' present 
in pathetic tendemeu mid ^oeral imtnution. Not 
lon^ before bis pasnon, some devout peilKiDS, who 
weie powerfully afibcfod by bis greachipg/ and pro» 
bably moved by the declaiatkm nhidt'he had made, 
that he was about to be taken away horn them, 
brought youn^ i^ildren, tint he mi^t<^Fe them his 
solemn beifediction, with tiie imposition -of bis hands. 
The feith of these affectionate parentis for such un- 
doubtedly they were, was veiy mneut, nnce, with af 

E rofound reverence for the authority of Je^us, it 
ad much of that seribus thoi^t and prudent con- 
cern for the future welfare of tiirir children, which 
plaii)ly<- evinced the excellence of their minds and 
the soundness of tiBeir principles. That this act 
piocdetfod from tlw .purest ^motives, and that it iras 
one which ought to be ifoitated, is evident from die 
approbation which it received, the censure pmsod 
upon . the ofocious dis(;i|^ for their unfcindness fo 
the friends of these dhltdr^. We uayjsr read- that 
our lord expressed any dispHtoure, mu»:pt wbere^ 
the int^ts of truth aftd, huroanitjr-WelW. injured by" 
narrow jrmudices and a ehoriish con^t. . Oil msA 
occasions ne leprchmd^ with severity }honki,who 
endeavoured to consuli hjs personal ease and honour,, 
at the expense of die ctmoenls which he'camu 
to in^tnofe and estshfim, fot die (ea^mria benetik 



TH«‘XdlTrt)E «HIt.OKEN. 


300 


well as, tbe eternal welfore of mankincl. Wfa^ 
therefore, the friends pt these little ones were press* 
ing fpr ai( adiuu^toq hiia'hu 'i^rewnce, and die at- 
tendants rudely kept back, m intruding upon 
the more important engn^^elits of their Lord, He 
who observed ifaeseene was moved with concern that 
any of his friHewers should be waning in tenderness. 
Accordingly hb broke ‘off in the midst of his dis*. 
course, to express his dissatisfaction at the behaviour 
of his disciples, and to encourage those who came'to 
him for so huMbUe a purpose. $o far was our 
Lord from being offended at what his ndkaken ser- 
vants connderad as an. intiudbn, that he wdcomed 
these (Mdibn with pleasure, and improved the op- 
pipluni^ intot an occasion of general admonition and 
exhortation ; " Suffer Iktle cmldren,” said he, to 
come unto me, and frnhtd them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of' God.” Hb stronger proof, indeed, 
.could well be givea of die du^ of bringing up the 
tender mind ai dm Imowiege iff redemption, than 
that of representh^ the hilandle disposition as the 

■ iv_ 1 ^ ^ 


requim to bring our temper tptoa ftate of childlike 
simplicity and absolute submisrion to (he Divine will 
ill all diingi^ it mast be no less our duty so to 
watch over and instruct (he opening minds of die 
yont^, w^ are under ‘ ibstering care, ^at wis^ 
i^ni andviriaa>ainy liedwm habitual to them in die 
advttocedf'imidd of iifef.^f rrilgiou be at all neces- 


in man, it cannot 
we may be certain. 


sarytU'fMm dmtulin^ 
ta kttuwa tripmuly; (^ , ^ 

-^alKns S{«Wtas M ^d' is ci^hle of making in 
quSriM, it be madetac^tWH^ with die histo- 
ned phriioiunv of dm Goitod. That person dien has 


no^iriglik^dQMqplain of th^.int^ward behaviour of 


ydud^he haa negiecledta 
the unsdoCt <sf hfe, hy ft 
exaniide^'dimtrines of 



them betSmee for 
ig them to the 
Ihrriour. In leavhii; 
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this e^ntial part of education ‘'to the season when 
tile wiir is become strong, and the pas^idiw are gen- 
dered afdent, we should be guilty of as great aq 
error as the hui|h<ii>^>>uin tiiat omiAed to sow the 
seed till the time drew near for its maturation, Kext 
to this iatal mistake, is that of* reducing religious 
infraction to an inferior order, by making every 
science, whether useful or otqimental, the priftiary 
business of learning ; while that which can alone im- 
prove heart, and enable a person to remst the 
temptations of the world, is tauj^t only at intervals, 
and without any regard to thp magnitude of the sub- 
ject. One cause why religion is so little understood 
by those who are expected to be guioed by its in- 
tiuence, is the want of its^ forming a prominent 
object of study on its own divine principles. When 
our blessed Lord exhorted parents to bring their 
cliildren unto him, it Mas for something else than* 
nierely lhat he might, expi ess, by a benevolent sign,' 
his tender afreqtion for these emblems of his re- 
(teemed church. Those little ones who were takeq 
up in his arms, ^ were tlien returned into those theii* 
rr&pective fi fends, that they might coiuinur to per- 
fect the good worjt which was thus begun, by watch- 
ing sedulously over th^r yout^ minds, guarding them 
from the seduction of efror, and leading them con- 
tinually in the Vvay of truths It is reawmable to sup- 
ple, that the pious persdns who were so anxious to 
bring their cliildreq to Jesus,* that they might receive 
fau iod, would, take care to remind them 

often of ^js distingnisbiog circuin8^nee,'the lelation 
of which would as naturally l«d tiiem to narrhte the 
history of this graci6us''and wonderful Pers^. 'thus 
much we arp assured that 'hi the earfy i%e of dm 
Gospel ap unremitti^^ attention wax nakl' td tile 
importent duty of relj^us instructioo; vvhi^hdgmi 
wim the first dawnii^ of the inteijeci^kl'if^^;^, and 
was conducted with systematic regulari^, Uc^oHuitgro 
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the^ oni^es of Diviiiie Wisdom ;.'for so Umothy was 
bro^’l^ up by tho. care of fais niio&er |^if, and ^ 
gretidmotner Eunicd,' who in bir cblldhora taught 
him't^-*'! Holy Scriptures, which Were ablh to make 
him wise unto salvation:” lEp^ Hi. 1^.' Zn.iike 
liiantier ato infants stiU^ be brought .^o C^ifist; hot 
oni^ b;^ ^e morament 'which he' hath ap^tointed, but 
by imtiflnig into ^eiC; Op^ii% miai^ me pfincipire 
of ^htitoui^ss, dirawh fixim those recqrds which 
t^jtify of him eitf;^^ in hwtory or prophecy^ fay |we- , 
cent or doctrihC: the aiidior'imd finisher' of our 
faith. • 


%ey who omit'Hhis duty altogether, or who are 
negligent in the proper ifiSclniige of it, .will be an* 
'swerable for alt the consequences 'resulting from 
their cidpable disr^rd. of tliat monition,; whicli. 
amounts, to a perjpetual and Univeiad commandment ; 
“ Suffer little children to come unto me,. and forbid 


them not ; for of such is the kii^dom of God.” 
This last declaration is e.spressive of somewhat 
more than a bare similarity of character,' andindi’ 
Cates that the church stiouid be^ perpetuated by a 
succession of 'mehibers/' iraini^ . tip to the life of 
faith and ..the practice of Christian virtue, from their 
earliest infancy. Such, being the .case, the obligation 
of parent to bring up their offspring in the nurture 
and a€|inonifioii.^^of the' .JU^Js increi!^ fay the con- 
sideration, llmt: jp fadihg:'to:^ injure the 

efau^h ilhdj fob ' me. ;HiKwemer'pf his; right. . Soine 
per^hk fiatter theiiis'etve8,,'|^that i>y giviug;.dieir chil- 
dr^. whai!' they .term .a;: gooid'ieda^tion, and faikmg 
C^ -'to . ^^fa' ’theiu,7^ri/*n/ffie Vorld,, tiiey. have 
c^'nlefely^ duty.,; but if'ie* 

-faify .eapose tfaem to 
" " SQiils, Who is 


^ipjre .iri.'ai 

.... — .^d^fes of.'^-i ^ 

ul^efatfai^rfai^rlin Cohup]^ thfit*^ cultivated 
(^'.^^dli'’ilic^''w&ich ^ ‘Whdfaf ni^Weted. That 
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honourable opinion of our Saviour, and that be 
actuated by a sincere intention to profit by his in* 
structions when he first set out in search of him. 
The cause of his failure, when the end which he had 
ill view was so good, and his conimencemeiit was so 
promising, may therefore be a very edifying subject 
of inquiry. Hiat he was of the Pharisaic sect is 
obvious from the limited ideas which he entertained 
of the moral law ; for among the wretched fallacies 
taught by the doctors of that school, one of the worst 
was this, that a close observance of some particular 
precepts w ould be more than a couutcrbdlance for 
deficiencies in other respects, and that nothing else 
was necessary to constitute a perfect obedience than 
an outward conformity to the pandect, as defined 
and extended by their traditions. The supplementary 
articles wit h^ which they loaded th<5 Divine institute, 
were equally ninnerous and trifling, consisting of 
restrictions upon which the law was silctnt, and of 
injunctions, the practice of whii h neitlicr conduced 
to tlic benefit of man nor the honour of God. 
Tiut by imposing upon themselves new duties, the 
Pharisees contrived to assume an extraordinary merit: 
above what could be claimed by the more humble 
and industj'ious part of the community, who had 
neither the leisure to study nor the means of com- 
plying with these rules. The vainglorious sectaries 
had yet another mode of advancing their reputation 
among the people, and that was, by subdividing 
their own system, and raising those to the degree of 
perfect persons who made the greatest proficiency in 
these .scrupulous regulations ; while the less zealous 
and exact of the fraternity were simply called righte- 
ous men. Such was the predominant party among 
the Jews at the time when our blessed Lord came 
to instruct men in a more excellent way ; and the 
fameof his wisdom, as well as of his miracles, having 
made a great impression .on this young ruler, he 

VOL. III. 
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availed himse'lf of our Lord s passing through that 
part of the country to learn from him the most 
edectual method of acquiring that perfection which 
was the object of his ambition. The Divine In- 
strucitor, who knew what corrupt notions bad been 
instilled into the mind of this ifiquircr, and yet w'as 
willing to give him a more correct and enlarged view 
of the law of God, rebuked him for applying the 
title of good to any master upon earth. Our Saviour 
thus taught bini, at the very beginning, that the per- 
fection w(^ich he sought was not only ideal, but 
injurious to the Divine Majesty, as it was nothing 
less than setting up a rule of life as the standard of 
excellence, in direct competition with that which 
was revealed from heaven. To show still farther 
the folly and wickedness of those teachers by whom 
the young man had been misled, Jesus enumerated 
the princinal commandments of the second table ; 
upon which the ruler, who expected somewhat more 
refined than precepts familiarized to him in his child- 
hood, observed, ** All these have 1 kept from my 
youth up ; what lack I yet He imagined that our 
Lord, like the subtle professors whose lectures he 
had attended, w'ould liave stated some particular 
obligation beyond the ordinary line of duty prescribed 
to vulgar minds, and that at the same time he would 
have favoured him with specific directions for the due 
peiformance of what he enjoined. As far as the 
coihmandments went, he fancied himself to have 
already attamed perfection ; but be was anxious for 
pre-eminence in that external holiness which he had 
been led to believe constituted the height of religious 
purity. Our Lord, therefore, to abate this confi- 
dence, end to convince both him and the persons who 
witnessed this scene that tb^Divine law was more 
snlritdal, and required a fuller obedience than what 
tne Pharisaic righteousness could pretend to be, 
observed^ that be fell short of that very virtue which 
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ill his own judgment he had already acquired. .One 
thing thou lackest; go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shall have 
treasure in heaven ; and come, take up the cross and 
follow* me.” Mark, x. £1. Such was the test by 
which this particular case was tried, and there w^cre 
certainly some instances of persons then present 
who had completely done what was now proposed to. 
this ruler; for the Apostles, wdio were in constant 
attendance upon Jesus, could say with truth that 
they had left all for his sake. The property and 
connexions of these men were of as great conse* 
quence to them as the vast wealth of the young man 
could be to him, niid in some respects more so ; for 
most of them had friends, who were in a great 
measure dependent upon their labours. Yet these 
discipleb readily left tiieir families and occupations 
to follow One who had not where to lay liis head ; 
and, v>itli the exception of a single individual, they 
cheerfully endured jjoverty and persecution durinj;* 
tlie remainder of their lives, for the purpose of mak^ 
fiig known the w^ay of life to mankind. Still what 
was here [iropose.d as the highest point of perfection, 
neither formed an indispcnsible part of the Christian 
morality, nor wouhl it have been enjoined in the 
present instance, if the inquirer bad possessed less 
vanity; and if, instead of trusting so much to his 
virtues, he had souglit for truth in a spirit of faunii-* 
Hty. But as nothing short of a complete outward 
righteousness would content him, and as he had no 
idea of his ow'n failings, it was proper to turn his 
attention to a serious examination of the principles of 
religion, which he despised or treated as of little 
value. The young man^ though grieved at his dis- 
appointment, was not long in mdeing his election ; 
for bis former tutors bad never inculcated any such 
maxim as that of renouncing the treasures of this life 
for those of another. Those men w^ere too covetous 



Sl6 


THE YOUNG RULER* 


of riches and ambitious of honours^ to recommend 
any thing tliat would condemn their own conduct ; 
w'ith them, therefore, tlie love of God and the love 
of the world were perfectly compatible with each 
other. Our Saviour uniformly taught a different 
lesson ; and when the ruler found how difficult it was 
to attain perfection in this school, he went his jvay 
feoirowful, for he had great possessions. The ob- 
servation nhich our Lord made upon this occurrence, 
that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
uf God,” lias often perplexed the readers of the 
history, as it did the disciples who heard the saying. 
But the particular meaning of this proverbial cx- 
jH-ession, which was current among the Jews to 
denote any veiy difficult thing, must be sought in the 
incident to w’hich it was applied. Here then we 
find an opulent person, who truly admired the cha- 
racter of Christ, but at the same time he loved his 
own possessions more ; and though he would will- 
ingly have attended to the doctrine of this great 
Teacher, yet when it required the sacrifice of his 
wealth for the benefit of the poor, heaven itself was 
too dear to be purchased at such a price. His 
wealth adhered as closely to his mind as the protu- 
berance of the camel makes a part of its nature; 
and of this we may be assured, that as long as tem- 
poral things engross the affections of any one, he 
will have very unworthy notions of those which are 
eternal. Riches themselves, however, are but mat- 
ters indifferent; and the person that has them in 
abundance may be, and often is, more humble and 
religious than the man who has none. It is the 
worldly spirit which is here condemned, as- an 
insurmountable obstacle to an admission into the 
.Gospel kingdom, not the actual enjoyment of those 
blessings which have been honestly acquired; for 
our Lord had among his disciples some who 
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were both rich and good, with whom he lived on 
terms of particular intimacy, and whose names arc 
recorded as bright examples of faith and piety. 
Among the Gentile converts, also, there were many 
affluent and honourable persons, concernijig wlioiii 
tlic Apostle gave these instructions, which afford ni 
fact a perfect commentary on this discourse of vur 
Saviour; Charge them that are rich in this wo* id 
that they be not high-minded, nor trust in unce: tain 
riches, but in the living God, who givelh us richly 
all things to enjoy ; that they do good, that they be 
rich in good works, ready to distribute," willing to 
communicate ; laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life/’ 1 Tim. vi. 17 — 19. 


NOVEMBER THE TWELFfll. 

PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS. 

Matt. XX. 16.-— So the last shall be first y and the 
first last ; for many be called, but Jew chosen. 

The observations wdiich our Lord made upon the 
danger of riches to those engaged in his service, ap- 
pear to have produced a considerable sensation in 
the minds of his disciples and Peter, with his 
wonted eagerness, thus expressed himself on the be- 
half of his brethren : ‘‘ Behold, we have left all and 
followed thee ; what shall we have therefore f” This 
certainly savoured of a worldly principle, and the an- 
swer of Jesus plainly conveyed a censure of that spirit 
which dictated the question; “ Many that are first 
shall be last, and tlie last shall be first.” But, that 
he might minister consolation and encouragement 
with correction, he delivered this promise, “ Verily, 
I say unto you, that ye which have followed me iu 
o 3 
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the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit on 
the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” lhat 
there was some obscurity in this declaration to those 
who hoard it, is very probable, for it was wholly 
predictive of what should take place at the com- 
inenccnieiit of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ ; 
the nature of which, it was neither meet at that time 
for him to explain, nor for them fully to understand. 
Besides, the promise did not belong exclusively to 
the apostolical body Uien assembled, for tiicre was 
one in the* number who went woefully to bis own 
place before the crucifixion of his Master, whom he 
basely betrayed into the hands of bis enemies. But 
the principal difficulty will be removed by reading 
the passage, as it ought to be rendered, conditionally; 
** Ye w ho shall have followed me in the regeneration, 
shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel which is the true sense, and implies that 
the faithful servants of Christ, whether such as W'ere 
then present or their successors, should obtain a 
high distinction in the establishment of the church, 
and be suitably rewarded for their labours at the 
consummation of all things. This great work, for 
which the Son of God was content to lay aside his 
Divine glory, is called the regeneration, because 
it is a renew al of the moral world, and a conversion 
of sinners from the darkness of error to the light of 
truth, and a quickening of their minds to the know- 
lege and love of holiness, as the principle of divine 
life in the human soul. From these words of our 
Saviour, then, we learn, that as the i\posi]es were 
to follow' him in the high employment of building up 
the sacred edifice that was to supersede the political 
and ceremonial institute of Israel, so they who came 
after them ip the same important concern, should, 
for the diligent discharge of their duty, obtain an 
equal portion of his regard apd distinction. Thus, 
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wliilc the Head of the Church gave his immediate 
followers an assurance that their worV and labour of 
love should *be duly remembered and suitably blessed, 
he warned them also against indulging the pernicious 
conceit, that their peculiar hardships and severity of 
service would entitle Uiem to the pre-eminence 
over their brethren in the ministry. So far from 
allowing any such claim, he freely told them, that in 
remote ages and far-distant climes, disciples should 
arise, highly endowed with gifts and enriched with 
grace, whose fidelity and zeal would place them 
upon a level with the best of those whom he now ad- 
dressed. To illustrate this matter more familiarly, 
and according to his usual mode of instruction, our 
Lord condescended to compare himself to a house- 
holder, who early in the morning, or at the dawn of 
the Gospel-day, went out in person to hire la^^urers 
for his vineyard, and having met with such as he 
thought suitable for bis purpose, he engag^ them at 
stipulated wages. About the third hour the same 
vigilant and benevolent lord went into the place of 
public resort, and finding some persons unemployed,, 
he sent them into his grounds, with a general promise 
that what was right they should receive. The like 
occurrence took place at the sixth, and again at the 
ninth hour ; nay, so liberal and compassionate was 
this indefatigable householder, that at the eleventh 
hour, when the season of labour was almost closed, 
he remonstrated with those whom he found idle, and 
engaged them also in his service. At night the 
steward was directed to settle with these labourers, 
beginning with those who had been last hired, and 
who received each man a Konian penny, the custom- 
ary wages for agricultural work in those days, and 
amounting to seven pence halfpenny of our money, 
'ihe same sum w^as paid to the rest ; which being 
observed by those who were first employed, they ex- 
pectv'd to have received more ; and when they were 
o 4 
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disappointed^ one of ihem presumed to complain 
the master’s partiality. Nothing, certainly, could 
be more unreasonable than this conduct ; for, as 
the householder justly remarked, his liberality towards 
some, bound him by no obligation to others, whose 
duty it w'as to be contented with the wages for 
which they had agreed to serve him ; and in being 
displeased at the goodness shown to their fellow- 
labourers, they only betrayed an envious heart and 
an umhunkful disposition. So,” said our Lord in 
his application of the parable, the last shall bo 
iirst, and the first last ; for many be called, but few 
chosen.” This allegorical representation, besides 
teaching us for our comfort that the services of the 
faithful, in the lasft age of the world, will be as ac- 
ceptable to the Lord of the vineyard as those of the 
men who received their instructions immediately from 
Inmself, contains aliso a direct promise to the church, 
that her gracious Ruler will watch continually over 
her interests, and provide proper labourers for the 
perfecting of tlie saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ ; till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowlege 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ ” 
Jiph. iv. 13, IS. 


NOVEMBER THE THIRTEENTH. 

BLIND BARTIMEUS. 

Mark, X. 48. — Mam/ charged him that he $hoM 
hold his peace; but he cried the more a great 
iiealj Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. 

ni HE blessed Jesus was continually employed in 
labouring for the benefit of mankind, either preach- 
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ing the most salutary doctrines to convince them of 
their errors and to guide theih in the way of righte- 
ousness, or working some great miracles for the cure 
of their bodily infirmities and the restoration of those 
faculties of which they had long been deprived. To- 
wards the close of his eventful life his labours mul- 
tiplied, and his journeys, for the purpose of healing 
the spiritual and corporeal maladies of men, were in- 
cessant ; so that he not only seemed to be without 
a resting-place where he might lay his head, but 
even to have hardly allowed himself any time for re- 
pose at all. His years were comparatively few in 
the whole, and the space of time between his baptism 
and death was but short ; yet the history of;, that 
period comprehends not only actions the most mar- 
vellous, but instances of benevolence out of num- 
ber, and discourses far exceeding in value the accu- 
mulated wisdom of ages. Though his example is 
beyond our imitation ; yet as far as relates to the 
activity and benignity, the employment of time, and 
the purity of conversation, displayed by our Lord, 
bis entire conduct becomes to us a rule and a pat- 
tern. We see here, that by unwearied exertion and 
a stedfast purpose ever fixed upon one great object, 
the Saviour and Instructor of men continually per- 
formed the Divine w ill, and did all that he came into 
the w orld to execute, whether in the way of practical 
labour or of patient suffering. He was now on his 
way to Jerusalem, where he had to endure the se- 
verest agonies, and to lay down his life an offering for 
human transgression ; yet, with this dismal prospect in 
view', he neither showed uneasiness nor fear ; the 
hurry of an agitated, nor the sullen gloom of a de- 
sp mdent mind. On the contrary, he appeared more 
as iduous and zealous as he advanced to the close of 
bis great mission ; being ready at every step to relieve 
the distressed, anef devoting almost the whole of his 
lime to edifying instruction. Tbb deportment seems 
o 5 
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to have misled some of the disciples into their old 
error, that be was now about to restore the kingdom 
to Israel ; which notion induced them to solicit high 
distinctions and great places under his government. 
To correct these false principles and carnal expecta- 
tions^ he took the twelve apart, and made them ac- 
quainted with the exact particulars of his approaching 
passion ; but so blinded were their understandings by 
the desire of ease ;uid splendour, that they could not 
comprehend liis meaning, and seem to have fancied that 
pH these things were spoken only by way of parable and 
illustration. On leaving Jericho an occurrence took 
place, which showed that a poor blind beggar, who 
had hardly any means of acquiring knowlege, pos- 
sessed more faith than Uiese Apostles, after having 
heard the doctrine of redemption explained by the 
X)ivinc Teacher, and seen his mighty works. When 
JBartimeus, who sat by the wayside waiting for the 
pittance of charity upon which he depended for 
his daily support, heard the noise of the crowd, his 
curiosity was excited by the unusual circumstance ; 
and on making inquiry, he was told that Jesus of 
Nazareth passed by. Ihe name of this extraordinary 
Person, of whose miracles he had been informed, 
instantly kindled a glimmering of hope in the mind 
of this desolate being; and know ing that no time was 
to be lost, he began to cry aloud for help to Jesus, 
»s the Messiah or the Son of David. The unfeeling 
populace endeavoured to restrain the man from his im- 
portunity, and they even went so far as to treat him, 
roughly for being so vehement in his language ; but 
their rebukes could not silence Bartimeus, who justly 
concluded, that if the present opportunity was lost, such 
another might never happen again ; and being assured 
that One whose general character was so amiable would 
readily forgive this intrusion, he redoubled his cries, 
which Jesus heard, and commanded the man to be 
brought It^fore him. Bartimeus joyfully cast away 
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his cIoak| that it might be no incumbrance to him, 
and then hastened to receive the blessing wj|lch he 
expected, humbly praying for the restoration of his 
sight, and expressing his full belief of the Divine 
power and authority of our Lord. With the bodily 
sense this poor man obtained also the illumination of 
bis understanding and the renovation of *his heart; for 
he became a sincere follower of Christ, and he publicly 
glorified God. Such was the miracle wrought by our 
Saviour in his last journey to Jerusalem ; so that 
had Bartimeiis hearkened to the inconsiderate multi- 
tude, instead of listening to the small still voice which 
lold him, that now' was the accepted time, and that 
this was the day of salvation, he might Have remained 
both blind and a beggar all the rest of his life. Let this 
incident teach us to profit while we enjoy the day of 
grace; and when the Saviour speaks to us in his 
word and by the monition of conscience, let ms cast 
away every incumbrance, and hasten to embrace the 
mercy which he offers, lest the season of redemption 
should escape us, never more to return. Kvery pass- 
ing moment, and the minutest circumstances of our 
lives, forcibly remind us of the necessity of securing 
onr eternal peace before it is for ever Iiid from our 
eyes. But while the rest of animated nature adapt 
tlieir pursuits and enjoyments to their respective sea- 
sons, man alone is negligent of his opportunities of 
improvement, till tliat period arrives when his facul- 
ties are unfitted for application and his judgment too 
feeble for exertion. Let it be our constant care, 
then, to carry the counsel of the Preacher into all 
our labours ; ** Whatsoever thy hand findeth neces- 
sary to be done, do it with all thy might ; for there 
is no work, nor device, nor knoNvlege, nor wisdom, 
in the grave, whither thou goest.” Eccles. ix. 10. 
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NOVEMBER THE FOURTEENTH. 

ebNVEitSrON '^P ZACCHEUS. 

i • 

Luke^ xix. .l#.w!rAe Son of Man is^come to seek 
and to save that fwhic/t was lost. 

It has been observed, that there is a crisis in the 
lives of most men, which by improvement or neglect 
decides their future character. Of the truth of this 
remark we* have justt-had an instance in the conduct 
the blind beggar of Jericho, who seized the only 
opportunity ever offered him of recovering his sight. 
Shortly after this another iucident occurred, illustra- 
tive of the same maxim, in the conversion of Zac- 
cheus, the chief 0f the tax-gatherers ; an office at all 
times odious t^^the Jews, but particularly so when . 
filled, as in the*present case, by one of their coun- 
trymen. The unpopularity of these collectors was. 
indeed for the most rpart merited by their arbitrary 
proceedings and enormous exactions. We find, from 
the confession ofZaccheus, that in the discharge of 
his trust he had sometimes exceeded the bounds of 
justice; for which, this excuse only could be al- 
leged, that he had done no more than follow the 
custom of his predecessors. But though this man 
enjoyed a considerable post, in which he had ac- 
quired great wealth, his behaviour showed that he 
was neitberi haughty nor uncharitable. On hearing 
that Jesus was in his neighbourhood, he had a de- 
sire to «ce one of whom fame reported such won- 
derful things ; but being little of stature, ZaCcheus 
could not force his way through- the crowed which 
surrounded our Lord in his progress. A disappoint- 
inent of this kind would have induced a proud man 
to relinquish the pursuit with contempt ; but Zuc- 
cheus^ who was actuated by soimewhat better than 
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tnere curiosity, ran forwards till he came to a part 
of the road where he knew that the object of his 
inquiry would pass, and climbing a sycamore-tree, 
he waited patiently for his arrival. Trivial as this 
circumstance may seem to those who form hi|>her 
notions of the dignity of history than* of its utility, 
the action which we are now contemplating is abun- 
dantly instructive, as it shows the benefit of per- 
severance in a laudable course, and the blessing at- 
tending humility in the use of means. Had a Pha- 
risee taken any pains to get access to Jesus, it would 
have been for the purpose of perplexing him by 
some ensnaring question, or of obtaining some mat- 
ter of accusation against him ; but such a man would 
have thought his consequence degraded in mounting 
a tree to obtain a sight of so extraoi'dinary a person. 
Zaccheus, on the contrary, felt no shame in so 
demeaning himself, even in the presence of many 
who knew him well, and who would no doubt be 
greatly surprized at seeing him in such a situation. 
While he sat amidst the wide branches of the s\ca-- 
more-tree, he had no idea of being observed by one 
to whom he was an utter stranger ; but our Lr>rd, 
who knew what was in man, discerned in this per- 
son a mind inclined to truth, and willing to show 
the fruits of k in his life and conversation. On 
coming to the spot, therefore, the Redeemer looked 
up and said, Zaccheus, make haste, and come 
down ; for to-day I must abide at thy house.” In- 
stead of being abashed by this address, or of excusing 
himself as unworthy to entertain such a guest, Zac- 
cheus descended, and went home with joy, to make 
suitable preparations for bis reception. But this 
condescension of Jesus was highly offensive to the 
spectators, who could not reconcile it to their rules 
of propriety, that so great a reformer should enter 
the house of one whose very profession they ac- 
counted sinful. Their complaints indeed were so 
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vehement, th^t Zaccbeus himself was affected by 
them; and, to n^aiiifest the sincerity of his repentance, 
he thus addressed our Saviour : ** Behold, Lord, the 
half of iny goods I give to the poor ; and if 1 have 
wronged any man by false accusation, 1 restore him 
fourfold.” Whether this was an act of immediate 
resolution, the effect of that doctrine uhich he had 
lieard from this Preacher of righteousness, or whetliei* 
Zaccheus, in vindicating hilnself from the aspersions 
cast upon him by his illiberal accusers, made a de- 
claration of what he was in ^the habit of doing, his 
conduct in either case demonstrated the reality of his 
conversion. He did not limit ^restitution to the 
quantity of the injury, but he quadrupled the satis- 
faction, to express his sorrow for the wrong, and to 
make up for any loss which his oppression might 
have occasioned. As a farther proof of his peni- 
tence, and to make some amends for offences, the 
nature and objects of which were either forgotten or 
could not be exactly ascertained, he appropriated 
half of his income to the relief of the poor. Thus 
did Zaccheus show his faith by his works ; not in an 
ostentatious display of them, but with an ample con- 
fession of his manifold ti*ansgressions. In this nar- 
rative, then, we may plainly observe the nature of 
repentance, w hich consists less in words and senti- 
ment than ill actions and demeanour. Here also 
may be learnt the answer to that question which has 
produced so much intemperate controversy, respect- 
ing the terms of our acceptance with ; for the 
answer of our Lofd to the cotifession of this publican 
was a complete absolution : “ This day is salvation 
come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man is come to seek 
and to saver that which was lost.” It was an opera- 
tive faith which made this man a partaker of sal- 
vation; and thus from his example every sinner is 
encouraged to seek the Redeemer with full purpose 
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of heart ; for no infirmities will he despise, neither 
will he reject any on account of their offences, pro- 
vided they come to him with contrition and an earnest 
desire to obtain that grace which may enable them in 
future to walk in the way of bis commandments. 
Our Lord was now on his last journey ; had Zac- 
clieus, then, neglected this opportunity, his eyes 
would not have been blessed with that sight which 
his soul so greatly desired. Thus are we taught the 
necessity of using diligently all the means that may 
be offered of obtaining an interest in that salvation 
which the Messiah is still ready to impart unto those 
who wait upon him in the way of his appointment ; 
for bis w'ord is sure and nigh unto every man who 
will seriously attend unto it; Behold, J stand at 
the door, and knock ; if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
widi him, and he with me.” Rev. hi. 20. 


^lOVEMBER THE FIFTEENTH. 

THE ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM. 

Luke, xix. 41.— when he was come near he 
beheld the city^ and wept over it. 

'PiiE position, that patriotism forms no part of the 
Christian system, as laid down by its holy Founder, 
is refuted by his entire history ; from which it ap- 
pears that his life was devoted to the public good, 
and that in this respect, as well as in all others, the 
example which he set is a rule for ail his followers 
of every age and clime. When he drew near the 
close of his labours, he was still anxious to save his 
country from the ruin wluch hung over it ; and for 
this purpose he resolved to emer Jerusalem in such 
a manner as.tp draw upon him the general attention 
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of tlie people, and particularly to call the heads of 
the state to a final decision of his claims. This M^as, 
therefore, an awful crisis on which the fate of the 
nation depended, and it was marked by some ex- 
pressive signs, which pointed out the fulHIlment of 
the ancient prophecies in the person of Jesus, as the 
promised Messiah. It w'as explicitly foretold that 
the King of Zion should make his public entry into 
the capital, with great solemnity, and yet with pecu- 
liar circumstances of humility, riding upon the foal 
of an ass. This was literally verified when our 
l.ord sent two of his disciples to fetch an animal of 
this description from a neighbouring village, which 
they did without any other hindrance on the part of 
the owners, than an inquiry for what use it was de- 
signed. Here, then, was no preconcerted scheme 
to adjust the event to the prediction ; for the parties 
who were instrumental to the transaction were igno- 
rant of the oracle, and of course could have no idea 
beyond the simple fact of accommodating Jesiis, or 
of doing him honour on this occasion. The case, 
however, was different w'ith respect to the priests 
and Pharisees ; for they were too conversant in the 
prophetic Scriptures to have overlooked that very 
extraordinary one in 2^chariah, which described so 
minutely the coining of Christ into his kingdom,. 
That these men were w^ell acquainted with the pre- 
diction, and that they were attentive observers of its 
completion, appears from the offence which they 
took at the disciples, who ascribed to their Master 
that tiiumphant song of the Psalmist in which the 
Messiah is represented as ascending with glory, from 
bis state of humiliation, to the possession of his 
throne : Blessed be the King that coineth in the 

name of the Lord ; peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest.” The persons by whom this hymn was 
sung, were filled with gladness on finding that Jesus 
had now laid aside his reserve^ and was advancing, 
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as they imagined, to that elevation which had long 
been the fond object of their expectation. Bat the 
Pharisees, on the contrary, beheld the scene with 
rancorous malignity and inveterate envy ; being 
neither convinced by -the evidence of miracles, nor 
awed into respect by the accomplishment of the pro- 
phecies. . The multitude, it is true, readily joined 
the disciples in their acclamations, and w'ere w iliiiig 
enough to have hailed Jesus as their king, in that 
sense which would have gratified their thirst for 
power and their desire of revenge. A people with 
such unworthy principles and carnal notions could 
have no permanent attachment, and were therefore, 
as our Lord well knew, equally ready to crown or to 
crucify him, according as they were moved by their 
prejudices or instigated by their deceivers. Tims 
surrounded by a few faitl.ful attendants, amidst an 
immense concourse of idle and inconsiderate spec- 
tators, the Saviour of men approached the walls of 
Jerusalem, and when he beheld the city he wept.” 
But it was not for himself that he felt the sensation 
of grief, while the people around him were slionting 
for joy ; his sorrow arose not from an apprehension 
of the dreadful ills that awaited him, and of the ex- 
cruciating death which was to succeed ail this parade 
of popularity. Jesus did not weep on account of 
his own sufl'erings, or because he knew that the same 
nuiititude would, fur the most part at least, in a few 
days be clamorous for bis crucifixion ; but he wept 
on considering that the period of mercy was now 
closing upon this impenitent generation for ever; 
that the cup of iniquity wanted only the guilt ’of 
shedding his blood to overflow ; after w liich there 
would remain no more sacrifice for sins, but a 
fearful looking for of judgment and of fiery indigna- 
tion.” Heb. X. Thus did the Redeemer mani- 

fest his compassion to those who had no feeling for 
themselves ; and though his eye penetrated into the re- 
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molest ages, and saw hi^ church spreading over all 
lands, by the preaching of the Gospel which the 
Jews despised, yet he was filled with sorrow for Je- 
rusalem, and he lamented the miseries that were about 
to fall upon her children. From this example, then, 
we learn that it is the duty of every man to have 
the interests of his native land near at heart, to pro- 
mote its welfare by his exertions, to avert, as far * as 
lies in his power, threatened evils, and to mourn the 
calamities which he can neither prevent nor remedy. 
The Christian that has a strong confidence in the 
(|jod of liis salvation, who maketh all things work 
together for good to them that love him, w'iil be far 
from indifferent to the moral character and circum« 
stonces of the country to which he belongs. He 
has indeed an enlarged benevolence fpr all the human 
lamily as the common objects of the Divine benig- 
nity ; but at the same time he has also a peculiar 
sympathy for his relatives and friends, the society of 
which he is a member, and the nation to which be 
owes allegiance. On the behalf of that community 
where he enjoys civil protection and religious ad- 
vantages, the comforts of life and the means of grace, 
he will pray, Peace be within thy walls, and pro- 
sperity within thy palaces.’^ Ps. exxii. 7. 


NOVEMBER THE SIXTEENTH. 

THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 

Matt. xxi. when he saw a Jig-tree in the 

way^ he cfime to it, and found nothing thereon 
but leaves oniy, and said unto it. Let no fruit 
grow on thee henceforward for ever, jlnd pre- 
sently the fig-tree withered away. 

E have contemplated the Redeemer weeping over 
the devoted city when he entered into it amidst the 
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acclamations of the people^ who welcomed him as 
their Messiah, with songs of praise and bearing 
paltn-branches in their hands, the emblems of peace 
and victory. To men of ordinary judgments this me- 
lancholy impressed on the countenance of Jesus 
would have appeared unseasonable ; and such per- 
sons estimating every thing according to their pre- 
sent feelings, would have regarded the joy of the 
people as indicating a favourable change in the 
national character. But our Lord knew that this 
popularity was not the etfect of any seriops inquiry 
or virtuous principle iu the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem, whose attachment arose only from mercenary 
motives, and was therefore certain of vanishing at 
the least disappointment. That carnal spirit by 
which they were actuated, in this instance was ready, 
as the event demonstrated, to demand the life of 
the very person whom they now esteemed as a pro- 
phet, and to receive as their king. A striking em- 
blem of this people appeared the morning after the 
transaction which we have been considering; for 
when Jesus was on his return from Bethany, being 
hungry, he went towards a fig-tree, which at a 
distance had all the signs of fruitfulness, but on 
ejtamination was found covered with leaves only. 
One of the Evangelists, in bis account of this judicial 
miracle, says, that the lime of figs was not yet 
which observation has occasioned some impertinent 
objections to the truth of the history, and many 
laboured explications to remove a fancied difficulty. 
If indeed by the ** time of figs,” the season of their 
growth or ripeness were to be understood, it would be 
no easy matter to account either for the expectation 
of fruit or the malediction of the tree. But the very 
period when the circumstance occurred proves that 
it was the time of fructification, for the passover was 
celebrated in the spring, wdien, as we learn from all 
authorities, human and sacred, the Syrian fig attains 
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its perfection of flavour and of smell. By the time, 
then, in this place, is to be understood the proper 
period for gathering the fruit, which in Judea was 
dclcrrnined by a customary usage, since, till the 
second day of unleavened bread, which, when this 
affair happened, was yet to come, the owners of the 
frees wcjc obliged to suffer the figs to remain on 
them, even though they wxre fully ripe. Nothing, 
therefore, could be more reasonable than to look for 
fruit of this description upon a tree which was rich 
in foliage,, and that too when the harvest was not as yet 
begun. But luxuriant as the tree might be in ap- 
pearance, which of itself was sufficient to justify the 
expectation of fruit, it was a mere deception to the 
traveller and useless to the owner, for which it warf 
dried up bj the roots. 

This w'as one of those typical actions by w'hicli im- 
portant truths were taught for the present edification 
of those who beheld them, and future events pre- 
dicted for the instruction of posterity. In the fate of 
this tree tlit'y who witnessed its destruction might 
plainly see the just doom of the hypocritical pro- 
fessor of religion, wlio made a fair show in the sight 
of men, while he was utterly unprofitable before 
God. Here also the Apostles might perceive rea- 
lized in a miracle that whin^^'^thcy had before heard 
in a parable, wlien their Lord described the Jewish 
cliuich and people under the symbol of a tree 
planted in a rich soil, and attended with the greatest 
caie, yet at every returning season presenting nothing 
to the view but a profusion of lea\es. By much 
importunity the kee{)er of the vineyard obtained a 
respite of one year longer, as the final probation of 
this ostentatious tree; and in that space renewed 
ctYorts w'ere made, by digging and dressing, to pro- 
duce a favourable change in its character. That 
period was now drawn to a close, and yet after 
all the lyiracles and discourses of our Saviour, and 
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those who were commissioned by him to preach the 
Gospel of the kingdom^ the tree remained in the 
same barren condition. The moral character and 
religious principles of the people still continued un- 
improved ; and so far were the rulers from ackiiow- 
Icging the day of their visitation, they liardencd them- 
selves more inflexibly against every warning, and re- 
sisted the united force of prophecy and miracles. 
But the divine dispensations have their limits ; and 
though the season of grace may he long, it will 
come to an end ; when they who have neglected the 
labour bestowed upon them, and the mercies they 
enjoyed, will have to lament their sin or their misery. 
This w'as now to be the case of that family to whom 
the Almighty revealed his will at sundry times and in 
divers manners by the prophets ; and, lastly, by his 
Son, the heir of all things. Here the season of long- 
sufl’ering finished, and henceforth the stream of grace 
and knowlegc W’as tq take another direction, leaving 
the rcimiaiit of Israel as a withered trunk, having 
indeed the form of subsistence, but being destitute of 
vitality. Let no man eat fruit of thee for ever,’* 
said our Lord to tlie fig-tree ; and what was then 
fulfilled in the type has been verified to the utmost 
extent in the Jewish people, who have not only lost 
tlieir civil polity and social order, but even their re- 
ligious institutions have undergone so material an 
alteration as hardly to bear the shadow of resem- 
blance to the original, from whence they profess to 
be derived. As the tree was not smitten by a blast from 
heaven, but periled for the want of a further supply 
of nutrition, so was it with the state which it repre- 
sented ; and thus it ever will be with nations and 
individuals who abuse from one year to another the 
grace pf God and the blessings of his providence, 
till the appointed day comes suddenly and silently 
upon each, with this dreadful denunciation, Cut 
it down, why cumbereth it the ground.^’ Luke, xiii. 7. 
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NOVEMBER THE SEVENTEENTH. 

THE MARRIAGE FEAST. 

Matt. xxii. 2i S.^The kingdom of heavtn is like 
vnto a certain king who made a marriage for his 
son; and sent forth his servants to call them 
that were hidden to the weddings and they would 
mt come. 

HThat ibe design of Christianity %ras to pro- 
mote universal happiness by the practice of holi* 
nes8| is evident from its doctrines and precepts, the 
example of its Author, and the description given by 
him of that kingdom which he came to establish. 
Even tlie miracles and parables, which seem to have 
had no other object than the immediate benefit of the 
persons who attended our Lord's ministry, w'ere cal- 
culated to conve^omfort and instruction to believers 
in every age. ^ose local allusions and peculiar 
customs, which iti other histories often perplex the 
sense and embarrass the reader, never fail in the 
Gospels to give a lively interest to the narrative, and 
to point out the practical lesson it w^s intended to 
impart. Of this we have a striking instance in the 
parable before us, the primary intention of which 
was to justify the Divine proceedings towards the 
Jewish nation, and to aniKMince the influx of the Gen« 
tiles into the church llie kingdom of heaven, or 
the dispensation of the Cxospel under the Messiah, is 
like unto a certain king who made a marriage for his 
son/’ which, according to the eastern manner, was 
to be celebrated with great uomp and festivity for 
many days, during which all other buriness W'us to 
be suspend^, and the attention of the guests devoted 
to such services only as would do honour to the 
rqyal espousals. On sacb^ocaufioiis ovecy thmg was 
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conducted with th^ utmost splendour and liberality ; 
for which purpose many costly preparations were 
made, and a number of persons invited. To slight 
the ceremony, therefore, was always considered as a 
high affront ; and to appear at it in mean and un- 
courtly attire, was deemed inexcusable in a country 
where the dresses were all uniform, and where pro* 
per habiliments were provided without charge for 
those who needed, them. 'When the time drew nigh 
for the nuptials of the exalted personage mentioned 
in the parable, the parties who had been apprized of 
the event by mainy monitions, and prepared for it 
by numerous favours, to give them an eminent dis- 
stinction in the ceremony, refused to come. They 
made light of the invitation, and preferred* the labour 
of. their farms and the pursuit of their merchandize 
to the honour of sitting down to a magnificent 
feast in the palace of the great king. Such indeed 
was their obstinate stupidity, and so base their in* 
gratitude, that they Cruelly treated the messengers 
who came to Call them tC the entertainment; and 
at last tliey proceeded to such a height of malignity 
as to murder the persons who were sent upon that 
benevolent mission;' lliia was an exact picture of 
the Jewdsh peopW, who were very early made ac- 
quainted with' the promise of redemption, and whose 
oracles represented the Coming of the Messiah as a 
spiritual marriage, because it was to commence a 
new relation between God and man. But by a 
strange perverseness, instead of looking for salvation 
in its true and exalted sense, suited to the infinite 
majesty of Hint by whom it was to be accomplished, 
the grovdfing nation reduced the ordinances of their 
religion, and the prophecies of the Messiah, to a 
carnal sense, as indicating temporal grandeur and 
extended dominion. As the fullness of time ap- 
proached for the manifestation of the Son of God 
m human nature, that .he might reconcile all things, 
3 
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both in heaven and upon earth, by his humiliation, 
the worldly spirit and malevolent disposition of the 
Jews increased; so that the harbinger of grace 
u.^hered in the glad season with little efl'ect ; the 
Saviour himself aj^peared w-ith power and was de- 
spised, \\hilc liis n-itssengers went forth in his name 
and Niere pci scented. Ibis was the state of Judea 
wlun the parable was delivered to those who com- 
prehended its design, but denied the application, 
llicy were aware that this representation was in- 
tended to describe their sensuality and ambition, 
their prejudice and corruption; )3ut no language 
could subdue the obdurate infidelity of men wliose 
ideas of a Saviour were limited to the expectatioii of 
a mighty victor, who should enable them by his 
‘prowess to regain their independence, and to render 
permanent those institutions which were intended 
only to be the shadow of better things to come.’' 
Ileb. X. 1. Thus the people to whom the overture 
of grace was originally revealed,, and who w ere called 
to prepare themselves for the reception of the Prince 
of Peace, rejected the invitation, because it did not 
correspond with their mercenary views and selfish 
inclinations. Though excessively bigotted to forms 
and ceremonies, they had more regard to their own 
interest than the Divine honour, and were more at- 
tached to frivolous traditions which encouraged them 
in tlieir narrow principles, than to the spirit of re- 
ligion. Such was the character of the people who 
bore the high appellative of the chosen of God; and 
yet, notwithstanding their immense advantages, they 
were cut off on account of unbelief ; let us, there- 
fore, to whom their privileges have been transferred, 
take warning by their fate, and be not high-minded, 
but fear.” Korn. xi. 20* 
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NOVEMBER THE EIGHTEENTH, 

THE WEDDING GARMENT. 

Matt, xxii. 13. — Then mid the king to the sertanUf 
Bind him hand and foot, and take him awai/f 
and cast him into outer darkness ; there shall be 
xceeping and gnashing of teetlu 

From the folly of man divine wisdom educes goody, 
and that perverseness which endeavours to counteract: 
the purposes of grace is frequently made instrumental 
to accelerate their accomplishment. Of this we haver 
a proof in the history of the Jews, who by their re- 
jection of the Messiah hastened the conversion of the 
Gentiles, and by their dispersion became the means 
of spreading the knowloge of salvation in various 
lands. The parable of the marriage feast exhibits a 
descriplivc picture of this obduracy of the chor^eii 
people, and the consequences which residtod A(»ni 
their dereliction to the rest of mankintl. When tin; 
parties who were first called to tiie royal entertaiii- 
inciil, refused to comply with the invitation, the So- 
vereign whom they had so ungratefully treated gave 
directions thiil the poor and liie maimed, the Irak 
and the blind, should be made partakers of that 
bounty which the others had tlespisod. In the pa- 
rallel apologue related by our Lord on another oc- 
casion, ilie messengers are represented as bringing 
this ftccoiint to their master, ‘‘ It is done as thou 
hast commanded, and Vet tlicre w room oi] which 
the sphere of iheir operations extended hoyor.d 
the streets of the. city, to the highway's and luidgoij, 
wlicrc they were directed to gather all whom they 
should find, and compel them to come in. Ibis waSr 
a lively represehtatiou of what took place at the first 
propagation of Uio Gospel ; for the commission of 
voE. III. r 
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the Apostles \vas opened in Jiidea^ and limited 
within that district, till the national impiety occa* 
sioned an extension of their powers, and they were 
. enjoined to go into all the world, and to preach the 
Gospel to every creature/' Accordingly, when the 
servants of God were endowed with power from on 
high, by the descent of the Holy Ghost, they went 
out among all nations, and by the demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit they urged or com})clled the Gen- 
tiles to enter into that kingdom from which the 
Jews hud excluded themselves by their impenitence. 
l^x\t no <3thcr compulsion was used than that of a 
divine energy ; nor does the religion of Jesus allow 
of any force but that which is applied to the heart 
by persuasion, and to the understanding by convic- 
tion. The characters to whom the Gospel was im- 
parted, were aptly figured in the parable as lame and 
blind ; for such was the moral condilion of all the Gen- 
; .tiles till they became acquainted with the grace of God, 
as revealed by Jesus Christ. They had neither the 
knowlege of the Divine will, nor any prospect of im- 
morlalily, being incapable ol fulfilling the law of na- 
ture, even as far as it was inuierstood by them, and 
utterly ignorant of that atonement which w as; provided 
by Infinite Mercy for human transgression, 'i here vvua 
a mixture of.bad and good at the parabolical feast; 
and such must necessarily be the stale of the visible 
.church, while it is committed to the administration 
.of men who, with all their zeal, are no more tliua 
earthen vessels ; for if there was a traitor among the 
Apostles when the Son of God had the personal 
charge of his connnimity, it cannot be supposed that 
of those who bear his name there w ill be none to 
dishonour him by their evil w tnks. Our Lord took 
care to guard against any such expectation, by de- 
scribing a case that happened when the guests were 
collected in the ro)al mansion, and the king came 
to examine their appjearance. Tlie first object that 
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Jitriick liiH alteiuion was (3iie who had not on a 
wcdiling garment ; and when the man was asked his 
reason for tins singularity, he was confused and 
speechless. As proper robes were always provided 
on such occasions, this person was not only guilty of 
a violation of decorum, but of a wilful disrespect to 
the laws and government of the place. The confu- 
sion of the man arose, as we may well imagine, from 
his surprize, and his being wholly unprepared for 
such a question, thinking probably that in so vast an 
assemblage his unbi^coiiiing garb might pass un- 
noticed. But in this he was mistaken, for the king 
would suffer no deviation from established order in. 
his palace, whatever there might be in tlie inani'iCrs. 
and customs of the world ; he therefore ordered this 
intruder “ to be bound hand and foot, and cast into 
outer darkness.” It is plain, from the tenour of 
Scripture, that the indispeusiblo garment here men- 
tioned is that ** lioliitess, without which no man 
shall see the l4ord for had it been any thing else, 
the stranger, in the parable, might have alleged ig- 
norance as his excuse for an inattention Vo forms 
w'hirdi were above his condition ; hut as no plea was 
offered, so no indulgence was granted, which sliowcd 
(hat lids was a culpable neglect and an unpardon- 
able otfence. Tlie time was now past for a repara- 
tion of the error, and no substitute could be obtained 
to supply the place of that which had been omitted. 
Thus \^c learn, that when life is ended, the means of 
grace end with it; and that as there is no repent- 
ance beyOnd tlie grave, so nothing will avail us in 
the presence of the Judge of ail the earth, if wc 
shall be found deheient in that righteousnoss which 
is enjoined in the Gospel as tVie habit of our mind 
and the rule of our conversation. Whatever else a 
man may possess, whether of know lege or faitli, . 
morals or reputation, if he is wanting in tins, he 
will be bound in his spiritual faculties; reinaiuiug 
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feasible of his loss, but wholly deprived of that ho])e 
which, m every other situation, is a stimulus to 
exertion and a consolation to the miserable. They 
who are banished from the Divine prc‘sence must 
sink down in palpable darkness, in which all the 
power that is left to them is the consciousness of an 
interminable existence, and the inextinguishable re- 
liction on opportunities of mercy and huj ;:!*ness that 
are gone for ever. Jf, therefine, we wouid become 
inliabitauis of that city which hath no need of the 
sun to lighten it, because the Lord CJod is the light 
thereof, let us walk circumspectly in this day of cuir 
probation, rcrnein boring who hrilli said, Behold, I 
come quickly, anil iny reward is witli me ; to give 
every man according as his work shall be.” liev* 
xxii. 12. 


NOVEMBER THE NINETEENTH. 

THE %VlDOW^S OFFERING. 

liUke, xxi. 3 . — Of a truth I smj uulo j/ou^ that tin's 
poor zddo7V hath end in more iliun thet/ all. 

.REFiiGiox is not a matter of speculation, but of 
-affection ; and must have its seat in the heart as wodl 
as the understanding. ^J'he principle of faith is to be 
inanifesled in our actions, by a regular dischai gu of the 
duties which God hath eommaiided, and an attention 
to those ordinances which he hath appoinlod. It is 
ill this way only that wo can show our sense of the 
-blessings we hiwe received, or answer the on<l for 
which they were bestowed, by contributing as far as 
lies in our power to the diffusion of divine truth 
.and the edification of our neighbours. Our blessed 
Lord on all. occasions enforced the necessity of in- 
ward righteousness j but at the same time he \vas 
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BO far from miflcrvaliiinjif outward forms, that lie 
pniised those Vvlio attended lliem in a right spirit, and 
he sanctioned the observance of them by his own 
example. It his constant practice, when en- 
gaged in the woi L of tlie minislrv, to visit the syna- 
gogue every sabballt ; and on the great festivals he 
went to Ji'i'iisalein, for the express p»jr)>ose of at- 
tending the servier'^ of the temple ; so that among 
the various that were brought against hini^ 

none ever ventured to accuse liim of a want of 
respect to the national worship. He paid the cus- • 
lomary tribute levied for the support of the sacred 
edifice, even when it was polluted by many sacri- 
legious innovations; and he noticed with satisfaction 
the liberality of those who brought their free-will 
oh'erings to the treasury. These gifts were not, as ' 
some have represented them, mere alms for chari- 
table uses, but the contributions of pious worshippers 
for the luaiiitenaiice of the building, its altar, and 
ministers. While our Saviour and his disciples sat 
contemplating the actions of the difi'erent persons 
who brought their respective donations to the chests, 
that were placed for the purpose iu the court of the 
temple, a poor woman came up and threw in two 
mites, the smallest of coin, and contemptible, when * 
compared w ith the profusion of riches which y^ere 
poured iu by the people, who came from all parts 
to the celebration of the passover. But this trifling- 
oblation, which probably excited a smile of con- 
tempt in most of the spectators, had a different effect 
on Him who estimated the iiiti by the intention, and 
not according to its inagnluide; and who thus ex- 
pressed his judgment of the Iransaction: “ Of a truth 
I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in 
more than they all. For all those have of their 
abundance cast in unto the offerings of God ; but 
she of her penury hath cast in all the living tliat she 
bad/’ Thus if is evident that the purposes to which 
P 3 
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the offering was applied, met \vilh tiie Divine ap- 
probation, no less than tlie motives of the honest- 
hearted gi'er*, and llicreforc wc are taught by this 
instance of piety, and the encomium j‘»ronounccd 
upon it, tiuit it is our iiicumbcnt duty to appropriate 
j^art of our substance to the support of religion, as a 
testimony of our reverence to God, and a uisli to 
promote the wrlfaic of our fellow-crcaUncs. '^J'liis 
poor widow lived in very degenerate times, and 
under a corrupt establishment, whicli was now 
hastening fast to its dissolution ; yet slie was thank- 
ful for the privilege of \vorshi)ipmg the Almighty in 
his sanctuary, defiled as it was by the evil practices 
of those who had the care of it, and perverted as 
the sacred iiistiliitions were by the inventions of 
men. The temple, however, was still the house of 
God, and thither this humble creature came with 
holy affection to offer her devotions, to supplicate 
the pardon of her offences, and to renew her faith in 
that atonement wliicli was figured in the sacrifices of 
the altar. Miserable as her circinnslances were, 
she was rich towards God, and she had a thankful 
heart for mercies, of which tlicy who despised her 
had little or no conception, 'lliis woman was in- 
deed without a friend upon earth, and she had now 
par^^ed with her last farthing; but it was iii the 
service of her heavenly Father, upon whom she re- 
lied for the supply of all her wants, and whose 
grace she knew was more than suflicient for her 
utmost need. It is loo coiiuiu>n with the poor to 
think that their duties are few because their means 
are scanty ; but this gracious woman, who was re- 
duced to the lowest stale of wretchedness, did not 
make iier penury an excuse for the neglect of positive 
insututions. She both attended the services of the 
temple, and cheerfully contributed all that slie had 
for the benefit of the holy place, knowing that He 
who gave her the will could sanctify the offering, 
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hbwevcr insignificant it liiiglit ho in ihc ^vorl(^^^ 
esteem, or disproportioiialc to the vast covicmi to 
Avhicli it was consecrated. This iiicidci;t, while it 
leaches us to devote all that we have to ih^ Divine 
gloi;y, instincts us likewise in the manner of per- 
toriniiig our duty, by showing that it must be in 
exact conformity to die ordinances of God, and not 
regulated by llio opinions of men. i Icii', also, the 
poor and the simple are taught and encouraged to 
servo tl»o Lord with pious confidence, and to employ 
their faculties in the advancement of religi6u, ac- 
cording to the rules and institutions which have been 
settled for the government of tlie church. Every 
man hath his range of service ; and though his talent 
be but small and his influence weak, yet if he im- 

f iroves his powers wdth diligence, and is careful to 
et his light shine before men, be shall receive a 
blessing from Him who applauded the offering of 
the widow; for where there is a willing iniiul, it 
is accepted according to that a m m hath, and not 
according to what he hath not.” 2 Cor. viii. J2. 


NOVEMBER THE TWENTIETH. 

THE FATE OF JEKUSALEMi 

Matt, xxiii. .38, 39. — Behold^ your house is left 
unto you iksolate. For I say unto yoii^ ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that comelh in the name of the Lor dm 

Thus our blessed Lord concluded his last public 
discourse, in which he severely reprehended the 
heads of the nation for their gross hypocrisy, and 
lamented the infatuation of the people, in being 
deceived by those false guides to their owm destruc- 
tion. On leaving the temple and closing his mi- 
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liistry, llic Itcdccrncr cknuuiio'J cot?sati<>n tlir 
Wosaic c(:»jiK>iny, by flic departup* of l!io .Divinfi 
presence, whu b bud hitlicrlo sanctified the ordiiiana;.'^ 
reJu^ion, and preserved file peculiar privikf^ea and 
jfi.stitnlions of the civil eonnniuiily, i\s a bousr 
‘fersuken gory iast to rnin, so (his slate, on being left 
to itself, vvuTS now to hecorno flic vicliin of ibu.l 
iuUaiial disorder, which uthci uiMlermiiurj society, 
or iays it open to the succe^«fnl aUucks of its ene- 
jnies. Corruption of prinriplei) never fails to pro- 
duce a depravity of nmnntrs, which, by spreading 
ihe moral .corilagion through the maas of ihc body 
politic, renders men at last insensible to all ideas of 
duty, and makes them the ready instruments of the 
ambitious and turbulent, who have no other motive 
than the gratification of their passions ; and who are 
e^jually indifiereut to the means or the consequences 
of their actions. Such was the character of the fa- 
mily who had been set apart from the rest of maii- 
kin<i, by the special favour of the Almighty, with 
laws and promises calculated to secure tlieir own 
Tirlue, and to promote the happiness of their poste- 
rity. 13ut societies, as well as individuals, have their 
allotted periods of probation, the length of which, 
as it increases the miniber of duties and the w eight 
of obligation to the faithful discharge of them ; so 
it aggravates tlie^ guilt' of neglect, and will justly 
Iieighten the condemnation of those who abuse the 
mercies they have received. The lime of liial with 
the Jews was now^ terminated ; and as Divine grace 
continues to afford tlio opjiortunily of iinprovcineiit 
to every man, till he seals his own condemiialion by 
the obduracy of impeiutcnce ; so was it in the pre- 
sent instance, for our Lord prolonged his ministry 
till the coml)ination of the priests and scribes against 
liis life niatle it necessary for him to vvithdraw, both 
from the city and the temple ; because it neither 
comported with the design of his mission, nor w ith 
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the declarations of prophecy, that he should suffer 
death in a private manner. The conspirators, there- 
fore, were com])elled to pursue ihcir object by other 
ineaus ; and tben^by, without intending any thing 
more than the indulgence of llieir malignity, in the 
destruction of one. whom they hated, and the ex- 
tinction of a party which they feared, these men con- 
tributed to the fuliilltncnt of tlie sacred predictions^ 
and to the diffusion of the Gospel among the Gen- 
tiles. From this time the Jewish system, so won- 
derfully constituted and graciously preserved, be- 
came desolate or a void waste, as to al^ vital pur- 
poses ; and the history of this astonishing nation, for 
the short space of their political existence, presents 
a melancholy picture of a people, liot only lost to 
all sense of viituc, but even so bereft of common 
prudence as to bring upon ihemsolves swift destruc- 
tion. W ithiii half a century from this period, the 
capital of Judea fell into the bands of the Homans, 
after a siege of severah months ; during which the 
inhabitants suffered nnparalli led calamities, more 
lliiougli the cruelly and \vi< kedness of their country- 
men, \vho held the command of the place, than 
from the ordinary events of war or the ferocity of 
llieir invaders. Every circumsUiiice predicted by 
onr Lord, was literally fullilleo'; and the temple, 
whicli was the glory of the kingdom, and an object 
of admiration to the disciples, became at last so 
completely a heap of ruins, dial not one of its massy 
Slones was left standing upon ar.cther. That the 
besiegers should dig a licnch, and cast up a wall 
about the city, 'vas pi rfectly agreeable to the tedious 
warfare of that age • but that, after the j>lace was 
taken, they should engage in such a labotious and 
ustlt ss work as that of ploughing up the toundations 
of the ruined temple, would seem incredible, if the 
fact hud not been attested by writers who were so 
far from having any purpose to answer by the rela- 



546 


THE FATE OF JERUSALEM. 


tion, that if they had been aware of the testimony 
which was thus borne to the Christian religion, their 
prejudices would have cither led them to suppress 
the truth, or to have observed an absolute silence on 
the subject. But so it is, that the best informed 
of tlie Jewish historians have, in their accounts of the 
fate of Jerusalem, mentioned in detail those striking 
particulars, which actually corresponded most ini- 
niilely with the predictive description of our Lord, 
The revolutions whicli have overturned other states 
may generally be traced to some political causes, 
either in the internal character of the people or the 
nature of their connexions, the violence of their 
eueiiiies or the peculiar circumstances of the times; 
but in the present case human sagacity w ould be per- 
plexed to account for the infatuation of the Jews in 
provoking such an unequal contest, and in persever- 
ing so obstinately in the defence of a place which 
was without the means of subsistence to an increased 
population, and which had not the jeast prospect of 
relief from any other qiiaiter. An insurrection so 
cxtiatjrdiiiHrv, in the mild reign of Vespasian, and 
when Jiu!ca had been for above a century subject to 
tlio Uumaij power, can be allribiited to nothing but 
that madness which, even in the opinion of a heathen 
moralist, prejiarts the wicked for the sword of jus- 
tice. That which occasioned the ruin of this people, 
was their impiety ; and it was so apparent, that the 
very conqueror who subdued them, regarded himself 
ill no other light than as the instrument in the hand 
of Heaven for their punishiiieiit. Having renounced 
their (Jod and Saviour, it was but just that he should 
leave them to their ow n devices : for “ as righteous- 
ness tendelh to life, so he that piirsueth evil, pur- 
sutlh it to his own dealli.^’ Piov. xi. jy. 
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NOVEMBER THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

THE SECOND ADVENT. 

Mark, xiii. 3l2. — But of that day and that hour 
knOR'eth no man ; wo, not the angels which are 
in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

In the valedictory discourse of our Saviour to the 
Jews, he denounced the extinction of their state un- 
, der the figure of a mansion abandoned by its owner ; 
but to this sentence he added the declaration, “ I say 
unto you, tliat ye shall not see me from henceforth^ 
till ye say, Blessed is he that conicth in the name of 
the Loid.” 'I'liese words have been strangely un- 
derstood to signify tin', visitation of Jerusalem ; but 
to this forced interpretation lliere are insurmountuble 
objections, for the corning here spoken of, is not to 
occur till after the desolation of J udea ; and it is 
besides characterized as a return on the obeilicnce of 
tins people who had been long forsaken. I'he phrase 
of the coming of the Lord cannot, with propriety, 
be applied to the breaking up of this nation by the 
Romans ; and it is a vioh.iit perversion of language 
to describe the tremendous revolution occasioned by 
tlieir arms, as a benediction. It was in ail respects 
tlie scourge of Providence, for unparalleled impiety ; 
but even to the jnesent day, neither that calamity 
nor the cous<?qnent troubles a:ul disjiersions of Israel 
liave awakened the infaliialcd people to the true 
cause of tiieir misery, or inrliiu d them to seek, in a 
ptiuitential spirit, for “ the Lord their CJod, and 
David their king.” 1 1 os. iii. 5. Such a conversion, 
however, is plainly foretold in many parts of the 
j)rophclic books; and it is obviously alluded to iti 
the declaration made by onr blessed Lord, when he 
quitted the temple for the last time, Ou retiring 
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from thence to the mount of Olives, four of the 
disciples, who still pondered upon what they, had 
heard, came to the place where he sat, and asked 
him privately, Tell iis when shall these things be ? 
iVnd what sliall be the sign of thy coming, and of 
the end of the woi Id ?” These apostles, in common 
\vith their brethren, w'ere still impressed with the 
idea, that the throne of the Messiah was to be 
established upon earth, with circumstances of un- 
usual splendour in their days. As therefore they 
gathered from w’hat their I^ord had asserted, that he 
would not dome again while the temple stood, they 
wished to be apprized of those signs which should 
precede its demolition, and be made acquainted also 
with the exact period of that advent, from which 
they promised ihcinselvcs the greatest blessings. In 
reply to tluse distinct inquiries, the Divine In- 
structor delivered a predictive discourse, of consider- 
able Icngih ; the hist part of which is descriptive of 
the evils about to fall upon Judea, within the com- 
pass of tl-at particular age or geiu ratiou. The indi- 
cations of that catastrophe are laid down with re- 
markable precision ; and they were literally verified 
when the Mosaic economy came to an end, and the 
chosen family were scattered abroad upon the face 
of llic eartli, ill wldcb dispersed stale they shall 
contiiine till fiu) lime of their tiibnlalion shall be 
coinpicled. *^1 his was only the beginning of a long 
period, in which the .Jewish people must remain as 
the inaikcd irenioiial of the Divine judgment, 
“ withour a king or legitimate government, and 
willujiit a sacrifice yet preserved for great and 
gracious purposes untlU the lime of the end, the 
tnowiige oi which is reserved in the secret counsels 
of the xMost High. The iribulation of those days is 
not to be understood of the siege ol Jernsuiem or 
the ravages of Judea, hut extends to the whole 
period during which the seed of Jacob shall wander 
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in the darkness of inlidelity ; while, by a very re- 
markable peculiarity, they are kept free from idolatry 
and imposture. Though blinded by prejudice and 
borne down by oppression, this people have neither 
yielded to Pagan superstition nor Mohammedan li- 
centiousness *, but with all their errors and obduracy, 
they have resisted the temptation to apostasy, and 
are still a distinct race, both in name and profession, 
from the rest of the world. The time of their judg- 
ment will continue in an equal degree with the pro- 
bation of the Gentiles ; and when that is fulfilled, 
Israel shall be gathered with them into one fold, 
and under one Shepherd. It is to this great event 
our Lord refers in the remarkable observation, Of 
that day and that hour knowelh no man, no not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Fatlier.” This was an answer to the impatient in- 
quiry of the Apostles, wlio wanted particular in- 
formation concerning the exact time and the deter- 
minate signs of their M»astcr’s appearance in regal 
grandeur. Hie progressive marks of his second 
coming he condescended to state, for their edilication 
and that of the church ; but beyond the knowdege to 
be acquired from these appearances, in the moral 
and natural world, neitlier the Apostles nor any 
other men were to be made acquainted. Knowlege, 
in this place, is to be taken in a very different sense 
from simple perception or absolute prescience, and 
must be considered with a. particular regard to the 
object of our Lorifs ministry, which was to reveal the 
will of God to mankind, and to make by his suffer- 
ing a full satisfaction for tlie sins of the world. The 
lledcemer himself had a presrribed spljcre of action in 
which he was to move, and cei tain determinate laws to 
whirh he was subject; hence he grew up to manhood 
with a gradual expansion ot his intellectual faculties, 
and an impr^vcmeiil of his moral powers; he felt the 
coniiuon iniirmities of our nature, and he endured all 
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the temptations that the adversary could devise to shake 
his integrity. "J'hc space of time in which he ofhgiated^ 
is emphatically called his day ; and he speaks of the 
necessity that lay upon him of doing in it all the 
works for which he was sent into the world. Con- 
formably, therefore, with this character of a divine 
nil ssenger, he speaks of hU second manifcstatioii as a 
secret know n only to the mind of the Eternal Father, 
and formihg no part of that dispensation which the 
Son was authorized to reveal, in any other way than by 
representing the successive signs that should announce 
its approach. Ihis c<»nccahneiit is an equal proof of 
wisdom and benevolence ; for the signs being made 
to grow out of the circumstances of ihe times, wil* 
cohlirm the truth of rc' elution as this growing evi- 
dence unfolds Itself, llie ctniifori of the believer 
and the conuision of i' < ll.e r» <*ovi*ry of the 

wandorei d.e ^on<iv nn^aiion .'>f tin" . ’cLtd. 

Die build'ng o u.e tig-^ivel, ;*ot • j;lainer indi- 
cation of the s'Min.u ' it ;.ivJ auliunnal gather- 
ing, than t? t: <.-AsUiv- i I,. 1 .Inn^.dem, tlie disper- 
sion of the Jews, ^.nd tl. . . r,|’ \\i^ (ientih-.s, 

arc of the connng of tin. S.^ji ‘ two 

fi.st of these sigi: ‘^ave already occurred, and the 
other is so considerably advanced as to promise that 
gre\ater fuliidmeiit which shall usher in the rc.sloialiou 
of the ancient people of (lod. Here then we have a 
more powerful incitcmeiil to diligence and pii ly, to 
till- labour of love and the study of the Scriptures, 
than could have been deiived from a more delined 
account of ihe precise era, when the chuicli sluill 
iinish her niililaiit course and coinmciice her state of 
glory; Watcli, therefore, for ye know' not at what 
hour your Lord doth come.” 
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NOVEMBER THE TWENTY-SECOND. 

THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

Matt. XXV. 46 . — These shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment ; hut the righteous into life eter- 
nal. 

With these awful words our Lord concludes his pro- 
plu^lic discourse, ^\hich may be said to compreheiul 
the history of his ni< dialorial kingdom,* from the 
period of his .sutfering t > the consummation of all 
li>ings. The certainty of his coming to judge the 
world, and the obscMity allending the lime when 
dial event will come lo past,, u’e do^igned to keep 
d. minds of iie'iv.vcrs In a uf \\at< lii’ulness, and 
to set tliciu a ddig< ibc <*f all ihe means 

tl .t miij, be offered them of aik iL .eg the Re- 
!(‘(‘mer’s glory, ft ..icrits sv nous oh. e wJlion, that 
: die treniLiidous d<'^cripdoii {km: giss u of the end 
' i the world, ih. ; ii- ..i slolii and negMgence is repre- 
tented as bringini .poii uk.i heaviest condemna- 
tioiL '^riiis, however, will be the lca:in»g characteristic 
of that age, when the signs of the times shall indicate 
most strongly the great harvest, and when all the 
probationary dispensations of grace shall terminate 
for ever. Alter a season of lii cTiliousness and perse- 
cution, predicted in the parable of ibe unrighteous 
steward, who gave himself up to sensual indulgence, 
and a tyrannical abuse of his situation ; a period of 
inditfei ence succeeds, which is rtpreseuleil by the 
scene of a virgin train a|)poiiited to wait with llieir 
lamps trimmed and bmiimg, for the appeaiaiite of 
tile biidegroom. Eive of iliese damsels, it is said, 
were wise, and took a<ldilionui oil wdtli them in ihiir 
vessels; while the others, thiulviug that the bndal 
procession would be speedy, were contented with 
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wbat they had in their lamps. The event showed 
the necessity of the measure winch the prddeiit 
virgins hud adopted; for^ while the bridegroom tarried 
longer tiian was at first expected, they all slumbered 
and slept. So long as men arc in this world, they 
will be afl’ected by its cares ; and in one respect the 
same Jot happens both to the wise and the simple, 
the righteous and the wicked. 13ut these foolish 
virgins are iiot described as being dissolute characters; 
on the contrary, they made a profession of religion, 
and at iirst w ere ail hie and zeal in the service of 
tln^ir Lord'. To appearance, then, they were objects 
of admiration as much as their companions; but 
when the midnight cry roused them from their 
slumber, the one hud lamps which they could not 
relume, and the others were provided with no more 
oil than would serve for tlieir own use. While, 
therefore, these last jo) fully enterei the palace of 
the great king, tlie gales were closed upon the 
thoughtless viigins, wlio had to lament their careless- 
ness when it was too late to be remedied, and when 
their prayers for admittance were rejected with this 
sentence, I know’ you not.” In the fate of these 
viigiiis, cluirciics lUid individuals may learn, that a 
sound faith and the forms of piety will be c)f no 
avail where grace is wanting, and that if the know- 
lege of redemption is not carried into practice, it w ill 
only serve to aggravate llie condemnation of those 
who possessed it, when the Saviour shall come in 
person to enquire how' it lias been applied. 'The 
same Irurh is taugiit in the parable of the taieiils 
which a w ealtliy man delivered in different propca- 
tions to his servants, tliut they might trade wdlh tlic 
same during, his absence. VMien the lord of these 
domestics returned, it appeai\.d that those wdio had 
the greatest burden w’tre the most diligent, and that 
the person to whom only the care of one talent was 
entrusted, hud been so idle and ungrateful as to bury 
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\t in ii napkin^ instend of turiiliig it to the advantage 
•)f the owner. This man thought he acted a very 
honest port in securing the talent, and deliverin'* it 
back in the same state llmt he received it ; but his lord, 
in passing judgment upon him, declared, that ihq 
(puditicalion ^\l^ich had been imparted to him was 
intended for general purposeK; and that in neglecting 
io improve what wan iVeciy bi;si<>\ud, lu‘ hu<l mettr- 
red the doom jtisily doe to all who had violated ihcir 
duty. In both these cases we see that iliu offending 
parlies were not charged with enormous crimes, nor 
even with infidelity and profaneuess ; for 'the virgins 
were at their post before the gale of the palace, with 
dteir lumps in their hands; and the iinp:oi'itai>le 
servant continued in his master s house, w'iili aii the 
outward murks of lidelity. lii the sight of men they 
might seem to he attentive and prudent, assiduous 
and diligent, in their respective stations, yet wlicn 
the trial came they v^ere found deficient; and thus we 
learn that the sembhuicc of piety, vriihoui the power 
of it in the mind and conversation, is no less odious 
to Infinite Holiness iLaii positive vice and irrcligion. 
To the same effei « the judicial proceedings of the 
last clay art! described as turning w'liolly upon li.c ac- 
tive services of the fatthful, and the negligences of the 
slollifiil ; the one being called to l)liss by an approba- 
tion of their pious exercises, and the others cast into 
outer darkness for having omitted to do gocjd in their 
gencralion. llius the righteousness of the saints 
will be made manifest by the Judge of all the earth, 
who remembers those labours of love to which the 
humble believer liiinsclf is far from ascribing any 
virtue; and thus again will the hollow professors of 
religion be condemned, ,\vlien the secrets of all hearts 
shall he laid open, and the whole human family shall 
be arranged on the right and h ft of the Throne, 
according to their real, and not their assumed cha** 
racters. 
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III one of these divisioas, and be it observed lliar 
they are but t\vo> it will be die lot of every human 
being to stand enrolled; and as his portion then shall 
be, his condition will be for ever. ^I'lu; clinraclers 
are not more directly opposctl to each other than the 
situations to which they are allotted, and the dura- 
tion oi their respective stales ; “ for it is no less 
certain that the \vickcd shall go into everlasting 
)nu«shmum, than it is that the righteous will enter, 
upon life eternal.’* ’riieie is no efilcuuiuus repentance 
beyond thp present state ; for in the interval between 
death and the resurrection, the blessed rest in joyful 
security, while the impenitent remain in dismal np- 
prehension ; but the moral character of each is fixed 
for ever. In this condition they are found at the 
retribution of the last day ; and then the joy of the 
one shall be converted into the fruition of bliss, and 
the fears of the other sealed up in the gloom of ever- 
lasting despair. Such is the account which the 
Saviour of sinners hath given of the issue of that 
day, when all that are in their graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come fordi; they that have done 
good unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.’^ 
John, V. 28, 29 . 


NOVEMBER THE TVVENTY-THIRD- 

THE TREACHERY . OF JUDAS. 

Matt. xxvi. that time he sought op- 

, ort unity to betray him* 

Painfui. as it is to contemplate the cliaracters of 
those who have acquired a sad distinction among 
men by their crimes, such subjects arc so far from 
being uiipiulUable, that they set forth in strong co- 
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lours llie tkprnvity of llie Iniiuan heart, when it 
ceases to be iiilliienced by religions principles. Hence 
it is that we read in die Sacred History so many in- 
stances of bad men, whose conduct is given in detail, 
that wf^ may l^aru Jio avoid those errors which led 
them into destrnctive courses, and to examine our 
own U nipers, linhits, and inclinations, lest we fall, 
lil;c tin in, into tlui snare of die UimpUT. Whatever 
prof^rsss man may have miulc in knowkgc or 
civiiixaiion, his naUue is the same ; ntid when we 
read iluj black transactions of ages past, we shall be 
at no loss in tracing the causes of them to those 
sources wdiich have produced similar offences in our 
own limes. Even the c ase of Judas, though we are 
accustomed to regard his conduct with detestation, 
Is not so very peculiar, or removed from the ordinary 
description of vices, as many are apt to imagine. 
Inhere is every reason to believe that this man was 
an early folio w'er of Jesus; and certain it is, that he 
w^as ndinilted to no small share of his Master’s con- 
lidcnce ; for on being advanced to the apostolic* dig- 
nity, he held the office of steward to the company. 
'J'his appointment appears to have unfolded his dis- 
position ; for, according to the tcslinioiiy of one 
who knew him well, he was in the practice of filch- 
ing from what was jirovided for the common con- 
venience. Here, then, it becomes a question, how 
a man of such sordid habits could attach himself to 
the person of One who had not win re to iay his 
head ; or how, on the other li ind, the Itcdeemer 
came to admit an avaricious wretch of this flescrip- 
tion into the nuiulier of his associates. 'I'lie answer 
to tlK-.->e inquiries is easy; for the motive of Judas 
in following our Ixird was iiUerested, and he ex- 
pected, ill common with his brethren, to enjoy great 
riches and high distinction in the Messiah’s king- 
dom. "J'hc situation which was assigned him en-* 
eonragod lliese ideas, and hence he adhered to the 
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service of Jesus as long as he thought that there was 
anj thing to be gained by it, or that there remained 
any prospect of cur Saviour’s asserting his claim to 
the throne of Jsra**!, in that carnal sense which v»as 
the prevailing delusion of the limes. . But biisc as 
Judas showed hiinseir, it does not appear that he was 
tniilormly of this vicious character ; on the contrary, 
lie went out widi the rest of the Aposth s, and per- 
formed those wonders which belonged to the Divine 
cornmisdion ; he preached the Gospel atid wrought 
iniracles; he left all to follow Jesus, and for some 
time his reputation nmst have been great among his 
companions. The bag w as that which first brought 
the coi ruptioiis of his heart into exercise, and proved 
the ruin of his morals and his faith. He first began 
by petty shifts and mean artifices to cover his fraudu- 
lent practices ; and so intent was he to gain a private 
stock out of the public property, that he could not 
help finding fault with the gratitude of Mary, when 
she anointed the feel of our Lord and wiped them 
with her hair. 1 he objection of Judas to . this ac- 
tion arose from his selfiohiicss, though he pretended 
to be actuated by the principle of benevolence. 
He estimated exactly the value of the jjerfiime, and 
then made a discourse upon the charitable uses to 
which the produce might have be^n applied. The 
reasoning of the man was plausible, and liis motives 
appeared to be commendable ; but our Lord, in 
reply, made it evident that there arc dili'erent du- 
ties which it becomes the believer to perform ; 
and an Evangelist, who was well acquainted with 
the evil habits of Judas, makes tliis strong remark on 
his language ; Tliis he said, not that he cared for 
the j)c;oi, but because he was a thief, and liad the 
bag, and bare what was put therein.” Such was the 
character of ,this Apostle, who in the midst of his 
.wickedness made a profession of religion, and no 
doubt he had a sincere belief in tlic divine authority 
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of his Master. But filthy lucre contaminated his 
mind ; and by indulgence h<^ became so completely 
the slave of avarice as to sell his conscience for the 
sum of about four pounds. That a person of this 
grovelling temper sliould bo employed in a place of 
trust aboui the person of our Lord, may seem 
strange ; but by tins appointment many imporiaut 
pui'poses wen; answered. Judas, from liis situatioiii 
Wus til y acquainted witli the life and conversa- 

tion of Jesns ; aaii therefore, when the traitor made 
hl^ infViiiiouM otter to the Sani-i driin, every attempt, 
11(1 clofibt, was made to obtain from him* such in« 
fonnulion as might turn to the disadvantage ot one 
whijm the council w'cre at that iime plotting to de- 
stroy. Yei Judas, inliained as ne was iiy resentment 
and embiMercd by disappointiMcnt, gave no intel- 
ligence upon wliicli any cJiaij.je oi sediuua or iiu- 
posone could be framed. Ai* iliuv ho diet was to 
betray Ills Lord into the h?n.ds of ids enrancs, under 
the siiade ot night, and after iniich deliberdo thought 
with liiniM it’ ucuceining the »ufc.‘sl method of accom- 
plishing the abomit'.ijd' comraot wliic.li he had mado 
with the chief pi But when (he deed was done the 
traitor repented; being smitten with horror at the 
ononnity of his guilt, and having r*; innied the wages 
of iniquity to the purchasers of blood, ho “ departed 
to liis own place.” lids was the uuh.appy end o.f 
Judas, after enjoying the most extraordinary privi- 
leges and receiving many warnings, an attention to 
winch might l;ave, kept him trom that gidph of mi- 
sery into which lie fell. It was indeed necessary that 
the. Red( emer should be delivered into the hands of 
tluj Geiitiics, and become a public spi'ctacle upon 
llie cross ; but no compulsion w as laid upon the 
wills of those who were the agents in this transaction. 
Lneh of these acted according to his own pasAious; 
and thus tiic covetousness of Judas, Ur bigot;v of 
Caiaphas, and the cowardice of Pilate, co-operafed 
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with the malice of tlie Pharisees and the prejudices of 
the people, in bringing about the secret purposes of 
God. 'i'his was the argument of our Lord himself, 
upon the iieachery of his disciple and the conse- 
quences to which it led, The Son of Man goeth 
as it is written of him; but woe unto that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! it had been 
good for that man if he had never been bora.” 


NOVEMBER THE TWENTY-FOURTH. 

THE LAST SUPPEll. 

Luke, xxii. Jf), 20. — And he took breads and gave 
thnnIcSf ami bra!:c it, ami gave unto them, saifing^ 
This U mif bodij, tc fdch is given fur /joa : (his do 
in retnahhi'ance of me. JJkeicise also the enp 
after sapper, ^ testa- 

mc)it in mij blood, idiich is shed for i/oiu 

Ovn Divine Masl. r having fniislied the paschal sup- 
per with his disciples, thul he might fulfill all righte- 
ousness, proceeded to establish a new institution in 
the room of that typical service, and as a perpetual 
coniinemoiation of the great oblation which was 
about to be offered for the sins of the w'orld. What 
lie now did was a symbolical representation of that 
sacrifice, and a pledge of redemption to Uiose who 
faithfully partook of it ; the bread being the figure of 
bis body, as the cup was of that mingled stream 
whicii issued from his woimded side. Tiie churcii 
now' assembled under her Divine Head, like Israel 
in Egypt, on the night of deliverance, was indeed 
ignorant of the purport of these mysteries at the 
lime of their celebration ; but when she welcomed 
lier risen Lord, and knew tliat he had completely 
triumphed over hell and the grave, it Nvas a source of 
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joy to every believer that he had thus an oppor- 
tunity of showing forth his Isold’s deadly and of 
feasting upon that sacrifice which was expressed un- 
der the embleuis of bread broken and wine poured 
out. Hie coniinund of our Lord was peremptory 
and universal, binding all his followers to the ob- 
servance of this institute, which was to supersede the 
passover, and to become the perpetual memorial of 
his dying love. suppose that the great Tt^acher 
of wisdom and Exemplar of perfection would so 
solemnly, and with such particular circumstances, 
ordain a rite merely for the use of the persons who 
had the benefit of his ministry, would he to trifle 
with the majesty ot his character, and to d< privc the 
ceremony itself of all signllication. '^riiore cou! I be 
uo rcmenibiance of Christ or his snIiVrings, in which 
the Apostles and their succc.v^ors wore more in- 
tcre,st<i(l than tlie faithful of every age. So far from 
it, wo may saA^^y pronounce, that as year- rolled on 
from the comioenccnn nt of the church and the ascen- 
sion of her liord, the necessity of this rt^inmemora- 
tion of his saerihee became more ingom, and even 
obligatory. In tiu" apostolic age believers luai a 
nearer access to tlie eye-witnesses of ihe facts re- 
corded ill the Gospels, and they p«>s.scs5Jt:d also the 
advantages of those miraculous gifts which were 
poured copicusiy out for the benefit of the Infant 
church; but when those blessings ceased, and the 
most pernicious errors arose, followed by a coire- 
spoiident licenliojisucss of manners, the imptutanee of 
tills sacrament, us a security of religious principles, 
was evident. In attending upon the holy Eucharist, 
the worshipper, if he has a proper sense of the ser- 
vice, finds himself drawn into the presence of his 
God and Saviour, by the atoning cflitacy of whose 
blood he obtains the remission of bis sin:!.’' Matt, 
xxvi. This consideration will beget in liic pious 
mind a deep abhorrence of that iniquity which 
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brought the Son of God from the height of his glory, 
that he might accomplish for man a perfect righte- 
ousness, by the unspotted holiness of his life, and 
Che infinite merit of his sufferings. Thus, while we 
derive pardon and sanctification through these ele- 
ments, our souls are raised above the cares of the 
world, strengthened against the snares of the tempter, 
and preserved from that pernicious delusion which 
would, under the pretence of simplicity, reduce the 
Saviour to an inferior station, and deprive his last 
solemn institution of all virtue. But \vc have not so 
learned Christ ; and therefore, leaving the husks of an 
unprofitable spe^'ulation to those who are contented 
with regarding this ordinance as a moral memorial 
only, we b«hoId in it the Word made flesh, that we, 
tlirouuh his humiliation, might be made partakers of 
eternal life ; for such is his own declaration, As 
living Fallier hath. sent mo, and I live by the 
Taiiier ; so he tliat eateth me, even he shall live by 
moJ* Jolui, vi. ,07. 


NOVK>[BKU THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 

THE HUMTLITV OF CHRIST. 

John, xiii. \!y.— l\)rlhavi!jrhen}jt)n an example, 
that ye ahould do as I have done lo you. 

^PiiE wiJi of tire ancient sage, tliat Divine Wisdom 
would become emi)0{|.ed and descend upon earth, 
for the instruction of inanKiiid in the love and practice 
uf virtue, was fully realbed when the Son of God 
appeared in human nature, to guide us into the way 
of truth by his doctrine and example. The precepts 
of this heavenly Teacher were recommended by the 
purity of his conversation, and illustrated by actions 
familiar lo the plainest understanding. He not only 
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eoforced the prihcioles of moratitjf, by sanctions 
drawn froth an equal Providence^hd a future judg- 
ment, but he showed the spirit of what he inculcated 
in his own amiable temper, ahrf he condescended to 
exhibit the eifects of his rules in the various branches 
of duty to which they applied, nuts at the termina- 
tion of his eventful course be gave his followers, a 
striking lesson of humility, .which was rendered ne- 
cessary by their recent behaviour and the circum- 
stances in which they were about to be placed. 
Though our Ijord had repeatedly signified that he 
must eiidure the severest liardships, and jbe perse- 
cuted Id the last exii'emity by the Jewish rulers, the 
disciples, to whom he had comm uuieu ted particular 
information concerning the nature and extent of Iiis 
sufferings, either would not understand him in a 
literal sense, oc else they flattered tlieinselves that 
all this would as quickly be succeeded by a triumphant, 
display of their Master’s power m the establisliment 
of that throne which was the great object of their 
expectation. Hence we find them making the king- 
dom of the Messiah the frequent theme of their dis- 
course; and having formed wrong notions of that 
dominion, it is no wonder that dis'sensions aiose* 
among them concerning jtheir share in the adminis- 
tration. Even at the last passover, wlien they wore 
assured tiiat their Lord was on the eve of iindtugo- 
iiig the bitterest afflictions, the Apostles still con- 
tinued these disputes, from \yhicli they were not 
restrained by th# presence of their AI aster, or his 
pathetic exhortations to humility and concord. The 
festal table where he presided was not fi ve from the 
acrimonious spirit, ^nch broke out .with such vio- 
lence, that our Lord, to allay the strife, and tiirii 
the whole to an edifying purpose, adopted an expe- 
dient which w^as powerfully calculated to shame the 
disputanCs itiW moderation, and' to alFord thm a 
memorable lesson for their Future conduct,. Ikying 
v6l, UK / g 
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aside his upper gameots, and arraying himself as a 
menkl servant of the lowest order^ he took water iu 
a basin, and began to wash the feet of his disciplea 
where they sat. From the reply to. Peter, who ob- 
jected to diis degradation of bis Master, the symbo- 
lical meaning of the ceremony is obvious ; for, said 
our Lord, If I wash thee not, thou bast no part in 
me which words, as they imply the necessity of a 
union with Christ for redemption, so they prove no 
less clearly that we are indebted for sauctihcation, as 
well as Justification, to tiie merits of the Saviour, 
without whose grace we can do nothing. The moral 
drawn by himself from what he did to his disciples 
was this, that all who are called by his name must 
be ever ready to perform similar acts of love towards 
their brethren, and not be deterred from such 
services by the opinion of the world, oi‘ disgusted at 
the mean condition of the objects. He that attains 
to this spirit of Christian humility will be the highest 
iu the kingdom of God ; but then, as our Lord said 
to his impetuous Apostle, this cannot be acquired 
till the mind is purified by the influence of Divine 
grace. In proportion as this prevails over the will 
and afi'ectioiis, the believer is active in the discharge 
of every duty, n6t excepting even the most servile 
offices of benevolence towards the members of Christ. 
He does not content himself with good wishes and 
exhortations, or even with extending his assistance 
to the distressed when they come in J|iis way ; but he 
is instant in season and out of season in the work 
of charity, seeking occasions in whicli he may be 
useful to the needy, endeavouring to reconcile dif- 
ferences among brethren, to convert the sinner from 
the error of his ways, to bring up the young in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, and to promote 
by every means in his power the spiritual as well as, 
temporal welfare of his fellow'-creatures. Though 
the bdiever is* ready to contend for the faitli once 
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delivered to the saiotsi and is jealous in all respects 
of his Master’s honour, his fortitude is blended M^ith 
meekness, and be ministers even rebuke with khid- 
ness. He neither yields any part of the truth out 
of an affected liberality of sentiment^ nor officiously 
obtrudes his particular opinions upon the attention of 
the world, . as^ die dictates of superior iudsment. 
Humility is his governing principle, and the life of 
the blessed Jesus his constant, model ; in imitation of. 
whom he studies the Divine will in all things, and 
labours in his sphere to promote the un^ty of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace : with this view he 
watches carefully his thoughts as well as his actions ; 
and instead of des(nsing others or censuring their, 
imperfections, he endeavours to profit by what ap- 
pears commendable in their characters, according to 
the apostolical advice, In lowliness of mind, let 
each esteem other better than themselves.” Phil. ii. J. 


NOVEMBER THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

THE CONFIDENCE OF PETER. ’ 

Mark, xiv. 31.— JBii/ he spake the more vehemently^ 
If I should die with thee I will not deny thee in 
any wise. Likewise also said they all. 

ins blessed effects of the Gospel were conspicu-. 
ous in the change produced on the minds and deport* 
jnent of the disciples, wdio, from being eager and 
ambitious, became so meek and humble, after the 
departure of their Lord, as to publish their faults and 
to record their errors. All the Evaiigelists have 
minutely related the disputes uhich prevailed among 
the Apostles respecting their claims to pre-eminence, 
and they have also given a circumstantial account of 
the zealous declaration of Peter| that on no account 
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whatever would he desert bis Master. In this he 
was joined by all bis brethren; who were eager to 
profess their .fidelity when they bc^rd that one of 
them should betray his I^rd,. and that ail would 
forsake him in the tiitae of his trouble. Now, had 
. tlrcse men been deceivers; they never, would have 
related facts of this nature ; for if no such predic- 
tion was delivered as that which the four historians 
have concurred in reporting, it is impossible to ac>f 
count for a narrative, the obvious tendency of which 
was to lessen instead of exalting the character of the 
persons who made it. Many, indeed, w'ill readily 
acknowlegc their imperfections, and candidly, avow 
the mistakes into which tliey have fallen ; but no one 
who is engaged in promoting a fraudulent scheme 
will state particulars connected w ith it which prove 
his own weakness and want of fortitude. Many 
reasons might have been alleged for the suppression 
of these private conversations, but none could bo 
offered for the iuveiition of them ; and the Apostles 
must indeed have been worse than mad to draw such 
.a degrading picture of themselves as they have uni- 
forhily clone, for no other purpose than that of 
bringing themselves info trouble, and exalting the 
cliaructer.of One in whose service tliey were sure of 
experiencing nothing but poverty and persecution. 
But so far were they from setting forth their virtues 
to advantage, or dwelling upon their labours in the 
cause ‘«f truth, that, on the contrary, they took most 
-pains, if we may so i^peak, to bring to remeinbraisce 
Those parts of their conduct of which ordinary pru- 
dence vvoukl have advi.sed the concealment. ^ This is 
at once a decisive proof of tlieir faithfulness, and of 
the inspiration of tbt. records in which these instances 
are so iiiinulety detailed, as show the insufficiency of 
all natural means and luuiian instruments to devise 
and propagate a religion which arose not in a dark 
age or in a barbarous country, but made its way 
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among the most enlightened nations, though opposed 
by priests and philosophers, rulers and people. 
When, therefore, we contemplate the as^tonishing 
progress which Cliristianity made in a few years by 
the preaching of these unlettered,, men, and tiini to 
observe the behaviour of those very persons pii the 
eve of the sad catastrophe which deprived ihcni for 
a season of their Divine Instructor, it is impossil>le 
to hesitate on ih'e questioiu whether this was the 
power of God. The disciples would not believe lliut 
they could he so wanting in fortitude iind affection as 
to abandon their Master in his distress ; and Pctr.r,. 
who was always more vehement than his companions, 
was quite sure, that, so far^froni being offundt d at 
the wretched condition of One whom he sincerely 
loved, he would even lay down his life for the sake 
of Jesus. But our Lord^ who knew what was in 
mail, and all the secret workings of the human heart, 
gave the eager Apostle to* understand that his def; ca- 
tion would be even more aggravated in its guilt than 
that of his associates: £.ven this informatiou wasr 
far from abating the confidence of Peter, who had 
so strong a reliance upon his own firmness and inte- 
grity, that he ventured to set up his rcsolutio:. in 
contradiction to the plain declaration of Otic whose 
omniscience he had witnessed on several occasions. 
But this is the common infirmity of man, who flutters 
himself that he is able, by his own strength, jp resist 
temptations and to overcome difficulties, to endure 
sacrifices and to accomplish resolutions. Instead of 
deriving caution from the fall of others, he consoles 
himself that his own principles are fixed, and his 
determination so firm, that he cannot be moved ; 
being little aware, that though he may not come pre- 
cise! j^^into the same snare which has deceived mauy, 
there are numerous devices by which in an unguarded 
moment he may be drawn aside from the path of 
righteousness. We are in fact never so liable. to* 
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fall by the corruptions of the evil one as when we 
think ourselves most secure from his delusions ; and 
that insidious spirit is always making the. greatest 
progress in our hearts wrben he appears to be the 
farthest from us. Peter and his brethren spoke with 
perfect sincerity when they professed their attachment 
to Jesus; but their error lay in trusting to theii^ 
fortitude and feelings^ instead of praying for Divine 
aid to keep them from temptation in the approach- 
ing conflict, then^ Was the principal reason 

why the errors of the disciples are so minutely nar* 
rated in the Sacred History, teaching us from their 
example to watch continually over our thoughts, and 
to pray incessantly for that grace which can alone 
preserve us from llie designs of the enemy, who is 
continually employed in preventing our improvement 
and all in ing us into the deceitfulncss of sin, A pious 
martyr of our own nation was wont, on seeing any 
notorious malefactor conveyed to* the place of execu- 
tion, to say, that nothing but the Divine goodness 
kept him from the same crimes and the same fate. 
To this conclusion the holy man was led by a close 
examination of bis heart; and w'ere we to examine 
our own with equal diligence and impartiality, we 
should be disposed to imitate his great humility and 
tenderiRSs, Let us then attend carefully to the 
counsel ( f our Lord, who well knew the weakness 
of our nature and the power of our adversary, 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion.” Matt. xxvi. 41 . it becomes us to be zealously 
afi'ected in a good thing ; but this energy will neither 
be lasting nor beiieticiai, if it is mixed with any selfish 
principle. Such a fervour as arises from natural 
ti inperatneiU will sink into indiftcrence, or involve us 
nr.fji udence and presumption in many difficulties ; 
vltereioie let Inin that thinketU he standeth take 
heed lest he full.” 1 Con x. ] '2. 
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NOVEMBER THE TWENTY-SEVENTH. 

THE MANSIONS OF BLISS. 

John, xiv. 2.-—/ go to prepare a place for yotu 

When the son of perdition wns gone to earn ^ the 
^vages of iniquity, our blessed liord proceeded to 
console the eleven loyal disciples with the most 

i ;racioiis promises of Divine support in their arduous 
abour, and the assurance that their' fidelity should 
be suitably rew^arded iu the kingdom of glory. They 
were greatly dismayed by what they biid heard con- 
cerning the approaching departure of their Master, 
and the declaration, that not only one of their most 
intimate companions would be chiefly instrumental 
in this calamity, but that all of them would be seized 
with such consternation as to abandon their Friend iu 
his distress. The kind and sympathizing spirit of 
Jesus was touched by the gloom of sorrow which 
his discourse had occasioned in the minds of those 
whoui lie loved for their sincerity, and whose weak- 
ness he pitied as the infirmity of the flesh. He 
knew that they liad a true reverence for his person, 
and that tl'.eir piety was unfeigned, though mixed 
with many iui perfections; on which account he Inrned 
their attention froin the consideration of his siifter- 
ings to the consequences which shpuld he the result 
of tiiem, ill bringing life and immortality to light. 
That the disciples were till now unsettled in the great 
doctrine of a future state, is not to be supposed ; and 
yet the chief argument for their support consists in 
the confirmation of that article, as if tliey liud stood 
in need of being strengthened in the belief of it. 
But in this our Saviour discovered his intimate ac- 
quaintance with biiman nature, which in the time of 
difficulty and trouble must be directed and relieved 
84 
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by tried principles. It is useless to think of amusing 
the afflicted by speculations iipdn the necessity jof 
submission to the Divine will^ and of the value of 
fortitude, when the inindjs agitated between the 
privation of positive lilessings and the uncertainty of 
\i*hat is to come. That it may be enabled to endure 
pain or to suffer loss, it must have a certain rule by 
M hich to judge of its duty, and some assurance^ to 
bear it up stedfastly, amidst the ills of life and the 
temptations which never fail to obtrude themselves 
nK)St upoHr our thoughts when w'e are the least qua- 
lified for resistance. Our Lord, therefore, while he. 
showed that his hour was now come, and that the 
period of bis ministry was drawn to its close, plainly 
informed hU disciples that his departure, painful as 
it must be, was more, expedient for them , than for 
■ himself, since he was now going to prepare a place 
for them in that world of wihieli they had at present 
but veiy inadequate conceptions; niis state of 
felicity be' describes as a royal palace of vast dimen- 
sions, ill which are numerous apartments, suited to 
the characters of those who shall be found worthy of 
admission to the Divine presence. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions,” or various stations ; all of 
them abounding with happiness, though differing in 
the degrees of honour and enjoyment. In these seats 
of bliss, believers of all ages and countries shall be 
accommodated according Xfy their several capacities, 
and the nature 'Vif their previous habits and con- 
nexions ; for the Church above, like that below, is a 
society in which are perfected those relations which 
were begun upon earlli. Tlie great Head and Re- 
deemer of this spiritual cominuiiiiy describes its con- 
dition, hereafter, as an immense family assembled 
and ranged in one house, where he allots the mem- 
bers their respective places and destinations. The 
beauty of this illustration is heightened by its fami- 
liarity, and the circumstances attending all the faith- 
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ful while they are in the wilderness; for here, like 
Ae patriarchs of old^ we sojourn in tents, and have 
no ahidiog dty, but are continuuliy seeking one 
to come, whose builder and maker is God.’^ Heb.xi. . 
lO, -Suicli was the consolation which the disciples re- 
ceived from tlieir dying l^ord, as a inotive to resigna- 
tion and mutual love, an unremitted attention to their 
duty, and to that entire fiiith in him which could alone 
give them the victory over the world. But what was 
delivered to the eleven Apostles, that tbeyrinight be 
.comforted under the sharp trial that was now com- 
ing upon them, is recorded also for ojur benefit in 
the view of approaching mortality, or in weeping 
over the remains of departed friends. Amidst' all 
the changes and chances of this transitory life, there 
is a voice which calls us to prepare for another 
habitation, and quickens us fonvard from the vale of 
trouble and vanity through w'hich we are passings by 
the promise of rest and glory when our warfare shall 
be accomplished. Arise, therefore, and let us ge* 
hence.” 


NOVEMBEE THE TWENTY-EIGHTIL 

UNION WITH CHRIST* 

John, XV. 5.*—/ am the ye are the branches ; 
he that abidelh m and I in him, the same 
bnngeth forth rmch fruit'; for without me ye can 
do nothing. 

It was customary wdih our Divine Teacbei* to col- 
lect matter of instruction from the objects around 
him, and jto illustrate the mysteries of grace by alia-, 
sions to the appearances of nature. Thus, after the 
paschal supper and the institution of the holy eucha- 
rist, he retired with bis disciples to Xho Mount o£ 
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Olives, where, being seated among the vines, be 
took occasion, from the culture of those .plants, .to 
show the necessity of that faith whieh worketh by 
love. Here the Saviour of men represented himself 
as the tree of life, from whose salutary influence 
alone, the- renewed mind deriv.es that principle by 
winch it .is disposed to perform works acceptable 
in the sight of God. The morality which passes 
with th(^;^en of this world, is a matter of mere ex*- 
terual show and of person^ c(>nvenience, springing 
from human relations only, and therefore partaking 
of the imperfections natural to its origin. As it has 
no higher motive than the gratification of some pre- 
sent desire, or the attainment of a distant good, it 
terminates W'ith the animal existence to which it has 
cotitfibuted pleasure and advantage. I'he case is far 
different with the Christian virtue, which being of 
immortal growth and of secret but powerful opera- 
tion, renders one branch of the spiritual body effica- 
cIqus to the improvement of the rest ; and thus, while 
the several members are strengthened in faith and 
increasing their own joy, they contribute to the edi- 
fication and comfort of the whole community. The 
meanest disciples, therefore, have no reason to de- 
spond on account of their apparent insignificance, or 
tp complain of their weakness ; for all such may be 
assured, that the uneasiness which they feel is a con- 
vincing evidence that the divine life in them is much 
stronger than what their fears will allow; and that, 
while they are thus aspiring after more fruitfulness^ 
they are neither unprcfitable in themselves nor dis- 
regarded by the great Householder. In whatever 
estimation the poor and obscure branches of the 
Christian fiimtly may be held by their brethren, or • 
how abject soever they are in their own eyes, the 
time is coming when their labours of love shall be 
broi^it forth to. public view^ with all the blessed 
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effects that have been produced by thcm^ but of 
\^hicb the faithful themselves have no remembrance 
or conception. In the visible plantation of the 
church there must unavoidably be a diversity of gifts 
and characters^ as well as of orders and conditions; 
but that grace by wlgcli men are enabled to discharge 
their duties^ public and private, as the members of 
this community, they receive from Him who of 
God is made unto all his people wisdom and righte- 
ousness, and sauctiiication and redemption.’’ 1 Cor. 
i. SO. ' Union with Christ, then, is not, as some 
vain expositors pretend, a metaphoricaj description 
or an enthusiastic dream^ but an etcnial. principle 
which, unless it be begun in this life, cun never take 
place in another. Where this prevails in tlie will 
and affections, there the love of God is perfected 
in an abhorrence of sin, and the cultivation of every 
virtue by which our Divine Exemplar was himself 
distinguished, and which he expects from all who 
are called by his name. Our Lord, in the imagery 
which he adopted to set forth the nature of a living 
faith, most expressly condemned that delusion, which, 
ill after-ages, arose like a gangrene in hii churcli, to 
the destruction of true piety, by resolvin;^ all reli- 
gion into the inward persuasion of an interest in 
redemption, secured to the believer by an absolute 
ilccrce. Here, on the contrary, we learn that our 
perseverance is conditional, and that no longer than 
while we make a due return for the grace commu- 
nicated, shall we be accounted as branches of the 
true vine. We can* do nothing indeed without Di- 
vine assistance ; but, then, that gift which the Sa- 
viour bestows upon us may be wasted to unprofitable 
purposes, or. it niay be neglected till the opportunity 
of improvement and of an appropriation to a bene- 
ficial use is passed away. Let us then attend dili- 
gently to all tlie means by which our minds may be 
.strengthened and directed in the way of*holiness ; 

qG 
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** for as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also.’^ James, n. /26.' 


NOVEMBER THE TWfiNTY-NINTH. 

SPIRITUAL PEACE. 

John, xvi. 33.— TAese tinngs I have spoken unt^ 
you, that in me ye mi^ht nave peace: in the world 
ye shall have tribulation ; but be of good cheery I 
have oveiKome the world. 

HThe last discourses which the blessed Jesus delr* 
vered to his followers before his passion, were r«c 
nmrkablc for closeness of argument and a solemn 
dignity of sentiment, energetic exhortation, and ele* 
v^ted diction. When we consider that he was now 
<in: tb^ ^yerge of becoming the scorn of the w'icked, 
and* object of bitter persecution, our admiration 
of his fbrtttude will be raised to a higher degree of 
astonishment at the majesty of his language, and the 
affectionate reverence in which he was still regarded 
by his auditors. These pimn and unlettered men 
continued to hold fast their integrity and to preserve 
their attachment, even in the dark hour when they 
knew that their Lord was to be taken from them, 
and that they should be exposed, in consequence of 
their connexion with him, to the vengeance of his 
enemies, whose pow'er w^as as formidable as their 
malice was inveterate. The eleven faithful Apostles 
might have sought their own personal safety at this 
time, and have withdrawn to their respective habita- 
tions, on finding that the hopes which they had so 
long indulged were no longer to be realized ; and this 
they would have done, had there been any thing in 
his depprtment and conversation to warrant their 
defection^ Tlie very disappointment which tliey 
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had already experienced \ra$ sufficient^ according to 
the^ maxims, of worldly prudenca^ to have furnished 
ail excuse for leaving One to whom they could ren- 
der no assistance in his distress. There have been 
indeed some extraordinary instances of friendships 
where men have made a complete sacrihee of their 
personal ease and comforts for the benefit of those 
whom they loved; but the relation in which the dis- 
ciples stood to our Saviour^ was of a particular kind, 
and formed upon the idea of his being the restorer of 
Israel. When, therefore, every thing ran the con- 
trary way to their expectations, they could have no^ 
farther inducement to continue in an attachment to a 
cau|e which was now to all appearance hopeless*^ 
So far, indeed, from having any natural motive for 
preserving their alliance to a suffering Saviour, tliey 
might have alleged many reasons for leaving him in 
this crisis, such as their own poverty and the wretch- 
edness of their families, the miseries which awaited 
them, and their utter inability to be of any farther 
service to a person whom they respected for his^ 
virtues, but who, according to his own account, was 
about to be cut off from the land of the living hy a 
painful and an ignominious death. Yet we find the 
Apostles still adhering to thoir Master amidst these 
accumulated evils, and with the most dismal prospect 
before them ; for though they fled in the moment of 
surprize, they afterwards reassembled in Jerusalem, 
and showed their veneration for the memory of Jesus 
by their love to one another. This must have arisen 
from some principle common' to them all, and su- 
perior to the mere conviction of the innocence of 
thehr Master, and of the purity of his doctrine. To 
the illumination of the Holy Spirit they were as 
yet strangers, with the exception, of the pfomise of 
it for their support and guidance at a future day, in 
the conversion of the heathen world to the knowlege 
of the truth. ; We must seek then for some bthir 
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cause of this attachment to Jesus, at a time when 
he was in .the deepest aiSiction, and when they were 
beset with perils on account of their known con- 
nexion with him as his disciples. What this was, 
appears in the detail of the conversation which took 
place on the Mount of Olives, where the eleven 
were so struck with the discovery of their private 
musings, tliat they had no longer any hesitation or 
doubt concerning the divinity of their. Lord. Now 
are we sure,” said they, that thou knowest al! 
things, and needest not that any man should ask 
thee ; by this we believe that thou earnest forth from 
God.” On attaining to the faith which produced 
this confession, the disciples were made partakers of 
that peace which passeth all understanding. Their 
minds were enlightened and strengthened by the full 
conviction, that they were allied to One who, what- 
ever might be his outward circumstances, was pos- 
sessed of infinite knowlege. The confidence inspired 
by this persuasion raised them above the world, and 
kept them stedfast in their profession, though it did 
not free them from the infirmities of their nature. 
That peace which faith in Christ procured them,, 
was the happy assurance that they were reconciled 
unto God, through the righteousness of the Me- 
diator, by whose grace they were called, and to 
whose service they were devoted. Nothing short of 
a full belief in the divinity of their Lord could have 
given these men that tranquillity and boldness to which 
they were exhorted, and which they actually mani- 
fested when all their hopes seemed buried in the 
tomb of Jesus. Even at that affecting period they 
discover(.*d a firmness which philosophy could not 
have intparted, and whicli must have resulted from a . 
perfect conviction of the rectitude of their cause, 
and fVom the supporting influence of a divine prin- 
ciple in their iiearts. Instead of stealing secretly out 
of Jerusalem and returning to their old employments 



SPIRITUAL PEACB. 


373 


in Galil^ei th^y abode still in the capital and its 
vicinity, consorting together with mutual kindness 
and a devout ^tnembrance of their beloved Master* 
It is true, they kept these meetings secret for fear of 
the Jews ; but they did not forsake each other, as 
men abandoned to despair and covered with disgrace 
would have done. - The union of the disciples, there- 
fore, in such circumstances, was a proof of the ex- 
cellence of that faith which governed their ininds^ 
and afforded them peade of conscience and a reliance 
upon God in the midst of their trouble. Such was 
the integrity of the Apostles, and their uiii^akeu love 
to Jesus even after his crucifixion ; nor was this ex- 
traordinary virtue peculiar to them, for even the 
very women also were animated by the same spirit. 
Though M'eak by nature, and comparatively simple in 
understanding, they were yet strong in faith ; and 
thus they became glorious witnesses of the power 
of truth. The same grace which supported them 
still operates iu the children of light, who live 
without fear in the midst of a perverse generation ; 
and while the world treats them with contempt or 
severity, on account of their professioii, they can say 
with the Apostle, As .the sufferings of Christ abound 
in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.’’ 
2 Cor. i. 5. Here shines forth the glory of the 
Gospel, to the utter confusion of all gainsayers and 
the comfort of believers, in that it enables the 
meanest proficient in the school of faith to bear 
affliction, not merely with silent submission, but 
with thankfulness, as tending to correct the evil of 
his heart, to wean him from the world, and to bring 
him into a near conformity to bis divine Master, 
rejoicing, as the Apostles, did, in being accounted 
worthy to suffer shame for bis name.^’ Acts, v. 4]« 



S76 THE PRAYER OP CHRIST. 


NOVEMBER THE THIRTIETH- 

THE PRAYER OP CHRIST. 

Jobn, xvil. ^••^Fatherj I will that they also whom 
thou hast given me be with me where I am; that 
they may behold my glory which thou hast given 
me ; for thou lo%edst ineb^ore the foundation of 
the world. 

T II E leading features in our Lord’s cBaracter M'ere 
fortitude and tenderness^ consisting of an unshaken 
resolution and an entire submission to the })ivine 
will^ the purest, benignity towards the children of 
men, and an unwearied endeavour to promote their 
temporal and eternal welfare. At the close of his 
life these distinguished qualities shone forth with 
peculiar lustre^ for he prepared himself with alacrity 
and steadiness to encounter the unparalleled suffer- 
ings which he was about to undergo as man’s repre- 
sentative ; and he devoted every moment in strength- 
ening and edifying the minds of bis followers, llav- 
ing comforted them by exhortations and promises, in 
the view of his approaching departure, he presented 
them to the eternal Father in a most aifecting and 
solemn address, the great object of which was to 
confirm the faith of bis follow:ers, by making them 
acquainted with the infinite virtue* of his meritSi and 
the prevailing power of his intercession oii the behalf 
of all his people. The prayer which our Lord deli«- 
vered a little before his agony is in fact an elaborate 
commentary on that compreliensive form of devotion, 
which he enjoined to be used in bis church, and by 
every believer, to the end of time« Here we ore 
taught that there is no access unto God as our 
Father, but by virtue of our union with Christ, 
from whom alone we can receive eternal life, and by. 
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‘ W'liose grace we are kept from die assaults and influ- 
ence of the evil ohe. The design of the incarnation 
was to raise man to God, rather than to familiarize 
the Deity and his operations to human conceptions. 
When, therefore, the blessed Redeemer offered up 
these supplications to the eternal Throne, and made 
it his request to be reinstated in the possession* of 
diat glory which was suspended by his humiliation, 
he acted as our representative. On his own account 
he could stand iii no need of any perfection ; and 
though his ministry^ was now ended, yet he knew 
that his sufferings made an indispensible part of that 
work which he came into the world to discharge, as 
the price to be paid for the redemption of mankind. 
But it was not more necessary for him to fulti!l all 
righteousness in his own person, than it was to in- 
struct men in the due application of his merits arid 
example, for their ow'ii particular benefit and the 
edification of their brethren. For tfafia purpose 
walked diligently in the way of the Divine comman^ 
ments, that we might follow his st'e^s ; and in tlte 
same capacity, as our leader, he exercised private 
and social prayer, to show us the necessity of that 
holy duty and the spirit in which it should be per- 
formed. But we are to view' the Saviour in a still 
higher character, as our merciful High-priest and 
Intercessor, opening to us the mediatorial kingdom, 
and rendering our services acceptable iii the sight 
of God by the sanctifying influence of bis perfect 
atonement. Thus we who were sometime afar off 
are brought near unto- the Throne of Grace, where 
\vc receive the pardon of bur sins through the sucri- 
f'u e of Christ, suid strength, which eualiks us to 
gain the victory over the Avorld. Every believier is 
interested in the prayer which our Lord oflbi*ed up 
for his church, Jn the most awful hour of bis hu- 
luiliatioii; because we have fab own solemn assurance 
that he then interceded for all who should come to 



378 TKE PRAYER OF CHRIST. 

the knowlege of the truth, through the testimony of 
the persons whom he had chosen as bis witnesses. 
It becomes us^ therefore, to examine the grounds of 
our faith with great care ; for unless we have an ab* 
solute reliance upon Christ as our surety, we shall 
have very inadequate notions of that salvation wbicli 
he came into the world to accomplish. Without a 
deep sense of tlie malignity of that sin which defiles 
all our powers, we can have no idea of an infinite 
satisfaction being made for its expiation to Divine 
justice ; and therefore, so long as we are ignorant of 
ourselves/ wc shall neither see the necessity of a 
[Mediator, iior be grateful to the Son of God for 
undertaking that office. JJut when cons(^ience places 
the law ill all its purity before the uiHierstanding, so 
that a man begins to find his own misery as a con- 
demned sinner, and is convinced of his utter inca- 
pacity to perform exactly those duties which are re- 
quired of him, the offer of a Saviour will be embraced 
by him with joyful fear and trembling hope. Instead 
of regarding the history of our Lord with mere ad- 
miration, the awakened mind, is filled with affection 
towards him for his wonderful condescension, and 
esteems all the acts of his humiliation as so many 
parts of that mystery of godliness, for the revelation 
of which he was. manifest in the fiesh. Thus, when 
he prayed for every member of bis church, he ex- 
hibited that upon earth wliicli, ag our advocate, he 
now perforins ii« heaven, where he ever livelh to 
make intercessioii for us; and this is the confidence 
that we have in him, that if we ask any thing ac- 
cording to his will, be heareth us : and if we know 
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have tlie petitions that we desired of him.’’ 1 Jolm, 
V. 14, 15. 
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pEGEMBER THE FIRST. 

THE AGONY OF CHRIST. 

liUkC; xxii. A^*^Andbein^in anagony^he j^ayed 
more earnestly; and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground* 

There is no circumstance in the history of our 
Saviour’s passion more affecting than the^ relation of 
the wonderful scene which took place in the garden 
of Gethseniane, on the night of his apprehension. 
Every other particular in the awful .tragedy may be 
comprehended by the plainest understanding, and is 
easily accounted for by the inveterate malice of his 
enemies, the excellence of his character, and the 
design of his sufferings ; but of the bitter anguish 
which seized his soul after the intercessory prayer 
on the Mount of Olives, imagination endeavours in 
vain to fi^rm any adequate conception. Certain it is, 
however, that what he then endured made a ueces* 
sary part of the humiliation, which he was required to 
pass tlirough as our representative ; for in that sense 
alone could he be said to have borne our griefs, to 
have carried our sorrows, and to have made his soul 
an offering for sin.” Is. liii. 4~10. All the misery 
that afflicted hiiu was of an expiatory nature, and 
this distress in the garden was peculiarly so ; for here 
he was under no exteraal constraint, neidier had lie 
as yet any bodily ills of which he could complain. 
His mind had been long familiarized to the mantier 
of his deatii, and to -the excruciating torments with 
which it should be attended ; for he bad repeatedly 
warned his disciples of the necessity he was under 
of visiting Jerusalem, that he might suffer what was 
decreed, and what the prophets had foretold. TKe 
dreadful pressure^ tlierefore, of his spiritual faculties. 
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which forced the blood in concrete masses through 
the pores of his body, and causing it fall like drops 
to the ground, could not have arisen from the appre- 
hension of torments, for which he was Tilready fully 
prepared. AH these he sustained without murmuring 
when they came upon liim, and neither the scourge 
that furrowed his tender limbs, the thorns which rent 
his temples, nor the irons which transfixed him to 
the cross, drew from his lips any expression of con- 
rern resembling what he uttered in prayer to his 
Father, when tlie ground w*as bedewed with hi« 
bloody sweat. This w as an inward conflict and u 
mental struggle, under some uncommon heaviness, 
llie nature of which cannot be understood, though 
the occasion of it is evidently to be sought in llie 
vicarious character which our Lord assumed, as the 
surety of man and the willing victim to Divine 
justice, for the transgressions of the world. All that 
We have deserved as the punishment of otir sins was 
borne to the utmost extent by the Soft of God, 
w ho, in the language of the Apostle, emptied him- 
self, or btiCJimeof no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likenesa 
of men,” Pl7!![ip. ii' 7. This passage, difficult as ii 
appears, derives light from the mysterious transaction 
wiiich is the subject of our present consideration; 
for at no period could the Saviour be so properly 
said to have efnptied himself of his glory, as when 
the biimanitv was left to struggle beneath the jiidgr 
Hu nt hiflkted upon the sin of man .agreeable to the. 
sentence contained in tho penal sanction of the coye- 
nuiil of works, ^i'he first Adam was'ereated in the 
linage of («od, which he forfeited by his transgres- 
sion in Paradise ; the second Adam appeared in 
the likeness of men, that he might in bur nature^ and 
by his perfect obedience, recover that .which was lost. 
As,- therefore, it was the huisanity that sinned, so was 
it the humanity that sufiered both in the garden and 
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on the cross. This anguish^ then^ was evidently 
occasioned by the gradual quiescence or suspension 
of the Divinity an the person of Ciirist ; and a faint 
idea of it may be formed by a consideration of that 
agony with which even the departure of the righteous 
is sometimes attended. But in the case of our Lord 
it was a voliintaiy degradation, and a generous sub* 
mission to taste death for every man, when he might, 
if he had pleased, have abandoned the whole race of 
mankind to the consequences of their guilt. As he 
had all the. sinless infirmities of our nature, he could 
not hel^ feeling the horror of that scpairatiou by 
which his soul was left tobear alone the iniquities of 
men, and to make a full satisfaction for them. This 
will account for the amazement or consternation 
with which he was seized, the earnestness of bis 
prayer, the convulsive agitation of his whole frame, 
and the appearance xif the angel to strengthen him 
under all this accumulation of woes. Here then we 
behold the man Christ Jesus ^Mruly made sin for 
tis;” and though he had no turpitude of bis own that 
required an atonement, yet he willingly exposed him- 
self to the Divine wrath, according to the sentence 
denounced against the violation of the law, that we 
might be made rigliteous by his perfect obedience. 
His exquisite feelings and |>athetic complaints were 
evidently produced by the? sense of a positive loss 
then actually to be^ci^ur^d, rather tbun by the ap- 
prehension of Ci>rporear siilTerings, which he had 
already com^iletcly anticipated, and was prepared to 
encounter with patience and fortitude. But as this 
loss could be no diminution of the essential glory of 
the Son of God, the whole of it must have related 
to his assumed nature, in which he was made an 
oiTeriiig for sin, being the Lamb slain according to 
the Divine decree from the foundation of the world. 
If we consider the extent of that misery in which the 
fall of our first parents involved us, wc may in s8ine 
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degree attain to a just sense of what was suffered by 
our gracious Substitute. The history of our ruin 
will give us an insight into the nature of our re- 
demption ; and as there we find that the extinction 
of the divine life was the doom of disobedience, so 
here we perceive that He who came to make us par« 
takers of immortality was content to bear the whole 
punishment in our stead ; and that w^e might be 
assured of his liaving done this to the fullest extent, 
all the particulars of his humiliation corresponded 
with the circumstances of the los^ * of Paradise. 
While, therefore, we are deeply affected by the nar- 
rative of these unparalleled sufferings, we should at 
the same time be filled with gratitude unto Him 
who was in alk things made like unto his brethren ; 
tW he might be a merciful and faithful high-priest 
in things pertaining unto God, to make reconciliation 
for the sms of his people ; for in that he himself 
hath suffered, being tempted, he is able to succour 
them that are tempted.” Ileb. ii. 17^ 18. 


DECEMBER THE SECOND. 

THE APPREHENSION OF JESUS. 

John, xviii. 11 .— TAe ctm which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink iti 

Among the numerous proofs which the blessed 
Redeemer gave of bis firmness and patience, his 
resolution and meekness, may be reckoned the man- 
ner in which he deported himself when he w^as be- 
trayed into the hands of his enemies. It was usual 
with him to spend his evening hour of devotion in the 
garden of Gethsemane ; and this practice was well 
known to the apostate disciple, who had often ac- 
com^nied his Master to the spot. Our Lord did 
'4 
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not on that account either omit his customi or change 
the place of his retirement ; and even though he had 
it in his power to have departed before the arrival of 
the traitor with his band of armed ruffians, he was so 
far from taking any such precaution to provide for 
his safety, that he calmly awaited the approach of 
his persecutors. The severest language that fell from 
his lips on this occasion, was the remonstrance with 
which be received the villainous salute of his faithless 
Apostle: ** Friend, wherefore art thou come? Judas, 
betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss?'* At this 
very time he made it appear that his submission was 
purely a voluntary fict, and that the force which 
came against him could do nothing w^ithout bis ow n 
consent ; for twice, at his bare word, did the whole 
body retreat, terrified at his majesty, and fall to the 
ground. That this display of DKine energy had no 
efiect upon the minds of the conspirators may seem, 
ver^ extraordinary; but such is the nature of infi- 
delity, that no evidences will subdue its prejudices, 
when they arise, as they did in the present case, 
from evil passions and vicious propensities. The 
enmity of the priests and rulers to the holy life and 
doctrine of Jesus was increased by his wonderful 
works, because hereby the truth of what he taught 
was confirmed, and the wickedness of his opponents 
exposed, l^is incorrigible malignity rendered them, 
alike indifferent to the instance of Divine power 
which they witnessed when the guards became pro- 
strate before Jesus, and to his benignity in healing 
the wound inflicted upon one of their companions. 
The calmness with which our Lord reproved his 
indiscreet friend, and bis readiness in repairing the 
injury, ought to have softened the hearts of these 
men; but when unbelievers have reasoned themselves 
into a hatred of the truth, they are seldom, if ever, 
awakened to humility and repentance. Judgments 
and mercies are regarded as 'common occurrences; 
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and the most obvious interposition of the Divine 
agency neither convinces Uiem of their errors nor 
makes them moderate towards others. We are dis- 
posed to wonder at the perverseness of the priests and 
the elders^ who wilfully shut their eyes against the 
joint testimony of propI»ecy and miracles, and pur- 
sued the great Teacher of Righteousness w ith deadly 
rage. But the character of these virulent conspi- 
rators >\*as that of all infidels, who are ever ready to 
league with the powers of darkness in attacking re- 
ligion, out of enmity to tlie sublimity of its 4 rinr 
cipies and^the purity of its precepts. Had our Sa- 
viour forsaken his customary place of resort, and 
secreted himself from the pursuit of his adversaries, 
they would have taken occasion from that conduct to , 
have misrepresented him as one who was conscious 
of evil intentions, gr afraid to encounter his ac- 
cusers. At all events, they were prepared to destroy 
him, either by false accusation to the .Koman go- 
vernor, or by exposing him to the vengeance of the 
people as an. impostor; Such v\'Qs the malice of 
these infuriated bigots towards One, \\ lK>Re only of- 
fence lay in the perfection of his doctrine and tlie 
benevolence of his actions. The Redeemer, who 
was thoroughly acquainted w ith their inveterate de- 
signs, met them W’ith^the boldness of a mind relying 
upon its integrity, and scorning to afford any advan- 
tage to the wicked by avoiding their presence. He 
well knew that they were determined to cut him off* 
by public trial or private assassination ; by delivering 
him into the hands of the Gentiles, or by inciting 
against him the fury of the populace. The treachery 
of his disciple led tliem to choose the former course, 
thinking, no doubt, that by his evidence they should 
be' able to gain their ends w ith the appearance of 
justice., Thus did the wretches adopt the very line 
which proved the means of es|ablishiiig theiimoCence 
of tlieir victim, and of covering themselves with 
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fs^my; of accomplishing the Divine Oracles, and 
of making the resurrection a matter of public de- 
monslratioii. .. Our i^rd, therefore, who was tho-? 
roughly apprized of every step in his liumiliatitig 
course before he. entered upon it, was ready to take 
the cup, assigned him, . and to suifer all that the 
criielty of his enemies could devise to torment him ^ 
because, he knew, that, whatever might be their mo- 
tives, the secret purposes of God would overrule 
the whole, to the destruction of evil and the diffusion 
of the .Divine glory in tlie salvation of pien. tie 
who could have destroyed this whole band and their 
base employers with a single look, submitted to be 
bound, and to be led away as the viieSt criminal, 
that all thitigs might be fulfilled which were decreed 
and foretold concerning him ; and thus by his pa- 
tience and resignation he taught us the duty of meek- 
ness under affliction^ for even hereunto \vere we 
called; because Christ ^also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example tliat we should follow his steps.’' 
1 Pet. ii. 21. 


DECEMBER THE THIRD. 

THE TRIAL OF JESUS. 

Mark, xiv. 6l;. 62, — .4 gain the high-priest asked 
hinif and said unto hhn, Art tliou the Christy the 
Son of the Blessed Jesus said, I am: 
and ye shall see the Son of Mail sitting on the 
right hand of Power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven. 

All the measures adopted by the enemies of our 
Lord to accomplish his' destruction, and ^bat of the 
rdigioo which he came,,t6 establish, tended directly 
to confirm the justice of his pretension^ to demoii-^ 
strate the fulfillment of the. prophecies, and to render^ 
VOL. III. ■ 
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tbe history of Christy as well as the excellence of 
his doctrine^ generally known. By accepting the 
infamous offer of Judas^ .the council adopted that 
course of proceeding which compelled them to enter 
upon a public examination ; and this they were the 
more readily induced to do from the persuasion, that 
with such an evidence they should be enabled to 
fasten the charge of seditious practices effectually 
upon their prisoner; . From the brevity with w^bich 
the sacred writers have related the particulars of 
this trial, we learn that the Jewish rulers were driven 
to the necessity of prosecuting him as one wlio 
claimed the high distinction of being their Messiah ; 
for in no other respect.could even malice itself de- 
vise any accusation with which to reproach his cha- 
racter. Such was the virulence and dishonesty of 
these men, that they would gladly have proceeded 
against Jesus upon other grounds, if a plausible pre- 
text had been offered to warrant them in so doing, or 
any likelihood had appeared of their being able to 
condemn him as a violator of the law. The Eomaus 
liad left them in the full possessipn of their civil and 
ecclesiastical customs, among which the riglit of 
punishment, except in particular cases, w'as ex- 
pressly recognized. That the Sanhedrim, therefore, 
did not institute any process against our Saviour 
within their own privileged jurisdiction, can only be 
/accounted for by their utter incapacity to ascertain 
sufficient matter to effect the deadly object which 
they had in view. Nothing short of his death would 
satisfy these men, and that could be accomplished 
in no other way than by accusing him to the military 
.^power,, which was naturally jealous, and easily dis- 
^posed to punish with the . utmost severity those who 
W^re barely suspected, of a design to disturb the 
public peace. The high-priest, by bis, ensnaring 
ipiestiptisi endeavoured to draw such a. confession 
from bur Lord, with respect to his disciples and lus 
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doctrines^ as might justify a speedy sentence in his 
own court, or furnish sufficient reasons for bringing 
Jesus before the governor, as a person who was at 
the bead of a conspiracy to subvert the government. . 
When the bujse attempts of this unrighteous judge 
proved abortive, through the calni deportment of 
the prisoner, who referred to his public acts and 
discourses fOr the only proper answer to what was 
demanded of him ; the members of this iniqui- 
tous assembly, exerted themselves with an officious 
zeal to obtain witnesses, who •were encouraged in 
peijury by tlie very men whose official duty it was 
to punish them for their wickedness. To such a 
height of impiety had this state arrived, that the 
stream of justice was poisoned at its source ; and 
the teachers of religion and the administrators of 
the laws, united together* for the purpose of taking 
away the life of the innocent, by iniiainihg tlie minds 
of the people, and seducing men to the commission 
of a crime which strikes at the foundation of all so* 
ciety. Bi’t even here the enemies of the Redeemer 
overreached themselves by their haste to effect his 
ruin in the way which they wished; for, whether 
from the inconsistency of their instructions, or the 
want of capacity in the wTetches suborned by them, 
the evidence given by these witnesses did not agree ; 
so that, through this deficiency, no sentence could be 
passed upon him by the law of Moses. In this exi* 
geucy the spirit of . the president was manifested in . 
his eagerness to procure the death of one who was 
dreaded by him on account of hU wonderful works, 
the exemplary holiness of his life, and the exalted 
purity of his doctrine. Finding that nothing could 
be dtone in the ordinary method of proceeding, and 
that even fraud and invention had failed to substan* 
liate any capital charge against Jesus, the high-priest 
bad recourse to an expedient, which, though it might 
sccoi to answer the desired end, was productive of 
as 
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consequences very different froin what vi’ere intended 
lliis furious judge and. his malicious associates, 
liy adjuring oui* Lord to declare v^hether'he was the 
M essiah, these chiefs of the Jewish nation brought 
the question between him and them to the most 
serious issue ; -and by convicting him of blasphemy, 
-without entering into an investigation' of his preten- 
sions, they were guilty , of flagrant injustice. Now 
these men could not but know that Jesus had per- 
formed many \vond<n ful actions, all : of which were 
of tlie most benevolent kiiid, and such as plainly 
evinced life divine authority ; when, therefore, they 
heard him thus solemnly affirm that he was the Son 
of the Blessed, it became them, as believers in the 
.. Sacred Oracles, which contained the predictions 
of his coming, to have referred this national con- 
cern to a deliberate inquiry. But, instead of doing 
this, the council at once, with the high-priest at 
their head, pronounced Uiis Teacher of Bighte- 
ouhiioss, who bad wrought so many miracles among 
them, worthy of death as a blasphemer. By this 
act they rejected the Messiah and renounced the 
covenant of promise, which, in the very next step 
of their proceedings, became transferred to the Gen- 
tiles ; for, ill delivering up the Redeemer into the 
hands of the Romans, who were compelled to put 
him to death according. to their own manner, the 
regal title of the sufferer W'as proclaimed, and the 
jirophetic Scriptures were fulfilled, by which he was 
tltiis described ; ‘‘ The Lord God hath opened mine 
ear, and 1 was not rebellious, neither turned away 
hack. [ gave rny hack to the smiters, and my 
.^cheeks to them thatpiucked off the hair: 1 hid not iny 
face from .shame and spitting*. For the Lord (jod 
will help me : therefore shall 1 not be confounded : 
therefore have I set my fuce like a flint, and l knovv 
that 1 shall uot be ashamed. . He is near that justi- 
fieth me ; who w ill contend with me ? let us stand tOr 
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-gcther : who is mine adversary f let him come near to 
me. Behold, the Lord God will help ine ; who is 
he that shall condemn me P lo, they all shall wax 
old as a garment; the moth shall eat theni up.” 
Is* 1. 5— y. 


DECEMBER THE FOURTH. 

THE FALL OF PETEU. 

LukCi xxii« 62 . — And Peter went out and wept 
bitterly. 

Of all the Apostles, Sit. Peter appears to have had 
the most personal courage; but it was mixed with 
.an unbecoming confidence and an intemperate ardour 
of spirit, which involved him in many difiicnlties. 
He w^as sincere in his profession of religion, and 
had the honour of his Master really at heart; but, for 
the want of discretion, he was forward in declarations 
and actions, which, however honest they might be 
in the intention, were injurious rather than service- 
able to the object which he had in view. Moi*e 
particulars, however, are recorded of this disciple 
than of any other, and the reason is obvious ; be- 
cause in the Christian life, as well as in every other 
practical system, the miscarriages of eminent men 
furnish the most effectual illustration of true prin- 
ciples, by showing the effects of those which are 
adopted in haste or formed without judgment. Thus 
our Apostle, when he beheld Jesus walking on the 
water, was desirous of evincing his own fortitude in 
the same manner; but bis faidi soon failed to siip- 

S ort him in a situation where his duty did not call 
im, and he w'as constrained to cry aloud for help. 
The reproof which he experienced on this occasion 
was not sufficient to. correct the vehemence of his^ 
temper, for we find him presuming to contradict oiu* 
ad 
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Lord when he gave an account of the sufferings 
which he was to undergo^ as indispensibiy necessary 
to the great work of human redemption. For this 
officious interference Peter was censured with the 
sharp rebuke of his worldly spirit, w^hich savoured 
the things of men rather than those of God ; but even 
this did not allay his fervid ^eal, or render him more 
moderate in his opinions and circumspect in his ex- 
pressions. At the paschal supper, when Jesus called 
the attention of his disciples to the dismal scenes 
which were approaching, and, among other parti- 
culars, foi;etold the defection of all his followers in 
the hour of his visitation, Peter was so greatly agi- 
tated by the affecting description, that, forgetftd of 
his past indiscretions, he ventured to obtrude Him- 
self as an exception^ to the general charge, saying, 
Though all men shall be offended because of thee, 
yet will 1 never be offended/’ This declaration was 
not only rash, but uncliaritable, as it assjumed a 
superiority on the part of the Apostle over bis 
brethren, when, if he had called to mind his former 
errors, he would have found that not one of his 
companions bad been guilty of equal weakness, with 
himself. To correct the confidence of bis servant, 
and to render his example instructive to all genera*' 
^ions, our blessed Lord predicted, in circuinstanlial 
terms, the awful lapse into which Peter would be 
hurried that very night. In the garden, ind^d, this 
zealoiis attendant was forward to show his courage, 
by drawing his sword and smiting at random, though 
a little before he was so drowsy as to fall asleep on 
his post : and when his blaster gave himself up into 
the bands of bis encrUies, Peter took advantage of 
the confusion to make his escape. Still anxious, 
however, to ascertain the fate of his beloved Lord, 
he followed the band afiir off, and kept watching 
'before the gate of the palace, where being descried 
by one of his friends, that disciple obtain^ admis- 
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8|oii for him of the person who kept the door. Tim 
imme of Peter’s companion is not mentioned by tlic 
sacre^l historian who has related the interesting fact ; 
but his conduct, in this instance, indicated a mind 
strong in faith and calm in resolution, forming an 
admirable contrast to the impetuous eagerness, and 
want of . reflection, which proved So fatal to his 
associate. Though personally known to the high- 

S riest, that disciple was not ashamed to accompany 
esus into the palace, dr to avow his intimacy with 
one of bis followers. Nothing farther is said of this 
person; but from the narrative it is evident, that, 
having obtained admission for his friend, be went to 
the upper part of the hall, where the members of 
the council were sitting, and Jesus before them; 
while Peter, under a timid apprehension of beings 
discovered, remained among the servants at the other 
extremity. In this situatiem lie was at first noticed, 
by the wonian who received him into the house ; and 
abe judging, from the character of his acquaintance, 
that he must also be one bf our Lord’s disciples, 
challenged him as such before tiie company. Peter, 
startled by the charge, and fearful of the conse- 
quences, immediately declared that he bad no know-« 
lege of what be was accused with ; and thb denial 
he repeated more vehemently on being taxed to the 
same effect by another woman. His restless be- 
haviour drew upon him the attention of the persons 
who were gathered round the tire'; and it is remark- 
able, that a full hour was suffered to pass before he 
was attacked the third time, during which space he 
might have retreated from the spot ; instead of 
which, he not only continued in the same place, but, 
as it appears, in free conversation with tlie people ; 
for, on being recognized by some who bad seen hint 
in the garden, certain of the by-standers, who had 
watched him narrowly, observed that his dialect,. 8^ 
a Galilean, was a corroborating proof of the truth. 
R 4 
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what was allcgejl. All this ao provoked Peter, 
who was naturally obstinate, that what he had before 
affirmed from fear he now maintained out of resent^ 
ment; ajid in the whirlwind raised by his impru- 
dence, he persisted w ith the most shocking asserva- 
tions to JcJiy all knowlege of the man. This sad 
scene did not pass iiitobseived by the Redeemer, 
who, when the. cock gave notice of the morning 
W'atch, turned and looked upon Peter, to remind 
him of his recent protestation and his present de- 
graded condition. That glance penetrated the soul 
of the Apostle, and awakened him to a sense of his 
sin. He left the place and wept bitterly, which he 
might have done at an earlier period, instead of 
standing to brave a set of persons, who became 
convinced, by his intemperate heat and violent ex- 
pressions, that he was what at first they had only, 
suspected lum to be. Such was the. fall of St. 
Peter, which is recorded to leach us ihet necessity 
of an habitual command over our thoughts and 
words, of avoiding all occasions of offence where the 
interests of truth may be injured by contention, and 
of shunning the company of those who are bent 
viipon mischief. But while we learn humility from 
this error of an eminent Apostle, wc may also de- 
rive encouragement from his repentance, which w as 
ituinediute, deep, and lasting; manifested by the bit- 
terness of his sorrow, the uniformity of his future con- 
duct, and the fortitude with which he suffered a 
painful death, in imitation of his Master. Let us, 
then, from his example, study, according to the 
language of the same blessed soint, to make our 
calling and electioiv sure ; for if we do these things, 
we shall never fall ; and so an «eultancc shall, be ad- 
ministered unto us. abundantly, into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and S^aviour Jesiis Christ. 
2 Pet. i. JO, 11 . 
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DECEMBER THE FIFTH. 

THE MAJESTY OF CHRIST. 

John^ xviii. 36 . — My kingdom is not of tins world*^ 

V^^HEN the persecutors of Jesus hurried him before 
the tribunal of the Homan governor, they seem to 
have antici|>ated a speedy sentence of condemnation, 
by representing the object of their nialice as tlie^ 
head of a political faction. Nothing, indeed, could 
be more artful, though nothing was more false, than 
the terms of their accusation ; “ we found this maa 
perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute 
to Caesar, saying, that he himself is Christ, a 'king.''; 
Pilate^ who was neither a stranger to the perverse* 
disposition of these people, nor to their expectations 
of the Messiah, was justly surprized at this affecta- 
tion of loyalty to the imperial government; and being 
sensible that their pretended zeal for the public peace 
was .only a cloak to cover their envy, he began to 
enter upon a stricter investigation of the business than 
the bigots desired. Mortified at meeting with this* 
delay in their sanguinary pursuit, the members of 
the council, w'ho were conscious that they had not 
evidence to support their charge, began to urge 
Uie procurator to comply with their demands, by 
clamour and menaces. If this mao,” said they, 
were not a malefactor, we would not have de- 
livered him up unto thee which haughty and inde- 
cent language signified, that their conviction ought to 
be admitted as a sufficient proof of the prisoner’s 
guilt. Pilate, therefore, on hearing this unwarrant- 
able* assumption, retorted, by directing the Jewish 
rulers to try and punish Jesus jiccording to their owui 
law. Aware, that in accepting this offer they should^ 
» 6 . 
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lose their aitii,. the zealots confessed that, the present 
case did itotlcome within their jurisdiction, and thus 
they at once avo\ved their blood-thirsty designs, and 
indirectly allowed the iiuiocence of the person whose 
life they so virulently sought. By abandoning the 
accusation of blasphemy, which was the only offence 
upon which they could have proceeded against him in 
their Own courts, and the right to punish which was 
still reserved to them, they acquitted our Lord entirely 
of any violation of the Mosaic institutions. Thus the 
matter was brought to the simple issue of adjudging 
hiin to death, as one who arrogated the regal and 
diviiie title of the Messiah, his claims to which tbe 
Jews did not Condescend to examine, though they 
sought bis life for assuming it; while jPilate, who 
was a heathen, and .laterally cruel, ti-eated him with 
respect, and inquired into his pretensions with can- 
'^our. The contrast which the behaviour of this 
man presented to that of the hypocrites, who would 
not enter the judgment-hall for fear of being defiled^ 
induced our Saviour to answer such questions as 
were put to him on the principal charge of bis ad- 
versaries with freedom. There was something in 
the deportment of the sufferer, so meek and yet 
dignified, that Pilate, even supposing him to have 
been ignorant of the works which Jesus had per- 
formed, could not help thinking that what was stated 
oThis august pretensions might not be altogether void 
of foundation. There is a native majesty which rises 
superior to poverty , and cannot be marred by afflic- 
tion, which commands reverence under the most 
abject circumstances, and renders misery sacred by 
tbo virtue with which it is supported. Such was the 
cose when the Lord of Glory became a man of sor-* 
i^ws, and stood bound at the bar of the Roman 
deputy, who regarded him with sentiments bordering, 
St lesst^ on veueratkm; while his countrymen; to 
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iwhom he had been so great a benefactor by his doc*' 
trine and his miracles, were waiting without, like 
beasts of prey, thirsting for his bloods , It may seem 
unaccountable that Pilate should ask one Mho was 
brought before him as ' an impostor, whether he had 
any actual claims to the regal character; but it is 
still more extraordinary, that when Jesus made, an 
open declaration of his dignity, the governor should 
have redoubled bis efforts to save him, instead of 
delivering him instantly up vith contempt to the 
vengeance of bis enemies. This remarkable conduct 
is fa^st explained by the reply vi hich our Saviour gave 
to the question which Pilate put to him ; My 
kingdom, ” said the Divine sufferer, is not of thi» 
world. If my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that 1 should iH>t be de« 
livered. to the Jews ; but now is my kingdom not 
from hence/^ By this answer our Lord satisfied tlie 
governor that there was nothing of a political nature 
or of 8 warlike description hi bis designs. But we 
are not from hence to infer, as some have strangely 
done, that, because Jesus thought proper to vindicate 
his system from the charge of sedition, therefore his 
church is without authority, and was left destitute. of any 
regular form of administration for the direction of ite 
members upon earth. This passage, which has been 
forced to a sense subversive of all Christian ordeiv 
proves destructive of the very fallacy it has been, 
alleged to support ; for, in affirming that he liad a 
kingdom, though not of this world, our Lord plainly 
avbw'ed his royalty, which could neither exist without 
subjects nor be effectual without laws.. Biit into 
the properties of these it was not necessary for Jesus 
to enter, nor did Pilate require avqr such thing, being 
convinced by the frankness of the prisoner that the* 
government had nothing to apprehend from a persoa 
of this description* It i^ however, evident fiHMn our 
Lords own wo^ that be has a kingdoiii in thia 
» & 
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world, though not of it, being different from human 
policy,, and intended, as he immediately afterwards 
informed Pilate, to reveal the khowlege aod to pro- 
mote the practice of truth. Now, as this kingdom 
had a visible founder in the person of the Messiah, 
so it was regularly Gonstiluted by him with all the 
forms and ordinances necessary for its cohtiixiauce. 
The church, of Christ is therefore a society, duly 
organized with offices and institutions, laws and sanc- 
tions, for the government and edification of its mem- 
bers to the end of time. This church, which is 
begun upoi> earthy will be consummated in heaven, 
where all the faithful subjects of Christ shaU be ad- 
.mitted to reign with him for ever; Mhile the pro- 
fane scoffibr and the impenitent libertine, the nominal 
professor and the uncliaritable zealot, are rejected ; 
for into the new Jerusalem, which is the city of the 
living God, ‘‘ there shall in no wise enter any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever workelh abomina- 
tion or maketh a lye ; but they which are written in 
the Lamb’s book of life.” Rev. xxi. 27 . 


DECEMBER THE SIXTH. 


Luke, xi|ui. 

■ 

It is 


PILATK AND HEROD. 

12 .— the same day Herod and 
eve made friends together; for before 
ermilty between t^mselves. 

.w .....Jy ’possible to /consider the character of 
Pilate wdiliout being agitated by the mingled feelings 
of pity and ,i*esentnient, admiration and contempt. 
When we behold him struggling f^aiiist the ,yiolent 
proceedihjgs of an unprincipled party and the cla- 
moturis of a misguided populace,^ *we naturally respect 
the man, as one who was actuated by conscientious 
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motives; but when we reflect on the power with 
which he was invested, and see him neglect to use 
it for the protection of the innocent, all our esteem 
vanishes, and we have no hesitation in consigning the 
cowardly governor to the same infamy which covers 
the memory of the Jewish rulers. The efibrts made 
by Pilate to save Jesus from the fury of his enemies 
were evident indications of a mind alive to the sense 
of Justice, and anxious to do what was right ; but 
which wanted firmness to resist evil, and to make a 
small sacrifice of personal interest for the sake of 
virtue. 'Phe first instance -he gave of liPs weakness 
was that of sending our Lord to Herod, in order to 
get rid of the odium attending the execution of an 
eminent person, who was neither guilty of an offence 
against the particular institutions of the country^ nor 
of any violation of the laws of the empire. By doing 
this, Pilate thought he should dismiss an unpleasant 
concern, and at the same time effect a reconciliation 
between himself and the tetrarch of Galilee, who 
would, as he thought, be gratified by this mark of 
attention, and be pleased with an opportunity of 
seeing Jesus, concerning* whom he had heard so 
many . wonderful reports. The design of the go- 
vernor was partly answered ; for 4hat same day be 
and Herod became such friends as worldly policy 
can make, and in whose amity the cause of truth is 
usually a sufferer. It has been supposed that the 
reason why Herod declined to pronounce judgment 
against Jesus, was ther compunction which the tyrant 
felt on account of bis conduct to the virtuous Bap- 
''tist; but however disposed we might be to think 
favourabtf^ even of this man, charity must go veiy* 
far in ascribing his behaviour to conscientious prin- 
ciples, when we see him so much degrading himself as 
tp treat with gross insult a , person wjio had been 
guilty of no crime, and whose extraordinary character 
cAtitied him to respect. Had Herod felt any re*- 
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morse for Iiis former villanyy he would not have ex- 
posed the meek unci holy sufferer to the taunts of fai» 
soldiers; much less would he have joined in the base 
and cruel sport, wliich had human misery for ks 
object. The nmtivc of this despot in sending back 
Jesus to the prsetorium, was nothing else than an 
inclination to renew his friendship with Pilate ; for if 
the wicked disagree in other things, they are always 
ready enough to unite in oppressing the helpless; and 
they can both be cordial and courteous while en- 
gaged in destroying the righteous, though at the 
same time they have a rooted enmity to each other. 
It is probable, liow^ever, that neither Herod nor 
Pilate wished to imbriie their hands in the blood of 
Jesus ; for both were inimical to his accusers, and 
entertained a slight opinion of the matter which was 
alleged against him. I'hc Roman ofliet r caretl little 
about the customs and opinions of the J e\\ ish people ; 
and Herod, who iiiight be thought to have felt some 
jealousy concerning the title of the Messiah, by 
which his interest was affected, was both an infidel 
and a libertine, who lived and acted by the I'pieiirean 
principle, let us eat and drink, for to-moirow we 
die.” 1 hough Pilate was displeased at bcins' obliged 
to receive our T^ord again into his court, be was 
strengthened in the opin^oti which he had formed on 
the subject by the beJiaviour of Herod ; and tliis in- 
duced him to persist iii his endeavours to save the 
victim from the rage of his adversaries. In all this 
we cannot biit perceive the wonderful hand of God 
working by the devices of men, and turning the whole 
to. his own glory. The dislike which Pilate had to 
the Jews, led him in a great measure to opflc>se their 
deadly purpose ; and his art in remitting the cause to 
Herod was the means of making the innocence of 
Jesus more cpnspicuous, and the malignity of bis 
enemies still more gbring, the effects of which were 
doubtless veiy considerable in. the first planting of the 
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Christian church. On the serious ahiong the Jews^ 
tills public attestation to the uprightness of our 
Lord’s character by two such men as the Roman 
governor and the tetrarch of Galilee^ could hardly 
fail to make a deep impression while the Gentiles^ 
when they became acquainted with all the particu>* 
lars of this transaction, and knew that Pilate had 
little humanity in bis temper, would naturally think 
that there must be some very extraordinary virtues in 
Jesus to have excited so warm an interest in the 
mind of one who had so few of his own. When, 
therefore, we contemplate this dark and complicated 
scene of wretchedness, in which opposite fiassions 
and the most discordant principles were made siib« 
servient to the divine glory, let us say, in the language 
of the Apostle, O the depth of the riches, both o£ 
the vi’isdom and knowlege of God ! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding uut.’^ 
Rom. XI. 33. 


DECEMBER THE SEVExVTH. 

CONDEMNATION OF JESUS. 

John, xix. 5. — T/ten came Jesus forthy ucaring th^ 
crown of thorns and the purple robe* And 
Pilate saith unto them. Behold the man ! 

Though the Roman governor was perfectly con- 
vinced of the innocence of Jesus, and of the wicked- 
ness of his adversaries, he had not fortitude enough 
to make n noble stand in the defence of a persecuted 
object, whose protection was not only a matter of 
duty, but of honour; and in yielding, as Pilate did, 
to the clamours of a furious priesthood and a misled 
populace, he compromised the dignity of his statiop 
no less than the rights of humanity. But thus it b 
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M’hen men have no fixed rule of action^ die resiift o? 
a determined principle. With such persor.s all 
things are left to the uncertain direction of expe-; 
dieney, which in iftost cas<^ takes a . wrong course, 
under the specious prf..text of recom mending it a? the 
safest. Pilate^knew that^the Jews had rleiivefed our 
Lord into his hands from the w^urst of all motives ; 
but, instead of resenting their conduct as an insult to 
his character, and delivering the victini from theip 
malice, he proceeded to remonstrances when he 
should have acted with vigour. The Jews knew 
how to take an advantage of this imbecility;' and 
while the procurator doubted, they were active in 
gathering the mob around his palace, so that he 
began to be apprehensive ^of an insurrection, which 
it was easy to have prevented by prompt measures 
and a resolute decree. It is observable, that the wife 
of Pilate had more virtue than her husband ; for at 
the very time when he was fluctuating between the 
voice of conscience and his. fear of the people, she 
scut to warn him against complying with their un» 
righteous demands. Tlie governor did not want the 
will to follow her advice, and be seems to have been 
stimulated by it to farther exertions, for the purpose 
of softening the obdurate hearts of the Jewish elders ; 
buMhe means which he took only served to involve 
him in difficulty and to increase the popular fury. 
His first unfortunate step, was tliat of giving them 
their choice which of the two prisoners should be 
, released unto thexn, at the feast— Barabbaa, a noto^ 
rious robber, or Jesus, who was called Christ. 
Pilate conceived that he had noyv ensured the de- 
liverance of our Lord ^ for it was not to be imagined 
that any set of men could be so hardened in cruelty 
and shameless in their impiety, as to prefer a villain 
covered with the. blackest crimes, to one whose 
whole life had been si)eiit in doing good. But here 
the governor betrayed bis ignorance of mankind; as. 
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well as bis indiscretion iii making an offer Dibich he 
could not recall; for' they who have once openly 
avowed their disregard of justice, will not scruple to 
plunge deeper into infamy, rather than recede from 
the wrong which they have committed, or renounce 
the errors they have embraced. ‘ Thus the Jews had 
no hesitatidn in closing with the proposal made to 
them, and, without feeling any Compunction, tijey 
began to clamour for the release of Uarabbas and 
thd crucifixion of Jesus. Embarrassed by this de- 
mand, Pilate bad recourse to the mean device of 
Washing his bands before the multitude,* protesting 
against shedding innocent blood, when at tlie 
same, time it was still in his power to have kept his 
conscience clear, by asserting the rights of humanity 
in opposition to men who were unworthy of being 
treated with respect or lenity.^ If Pilate thought 
that by this foolish ceremony he should make an 
impression upon the multitude, he was mistaken ; 
for they turned this also to his confusion, by im- 
precating the consequences of the guilt upon them- 
selves and their childivii. The last expedient which 
the cowardly magistrate adopted to preserve his 
internal peace and outward irputation, both of 
which he was sensible would be injured by bis 
acquiescence, was in causing our Lord to be 
scourged, crowmed with thorns, and arrayc d in a 
purple robe, thinking that so striking and affec ting 
a spectacle would move the pity of the people, 
liut here also Pilate deceived himself; for such was 
the degenerate state of the public morals, through 
the prevalence of infidelity, that a siglit which would 
have melted barbarians, served only to enrage the 
Jews and to render them more desperate. It was 
natural enough for them to imagine that. the inten- 
tion of the heathen ruler in so dressing up the object 
of their animosity, Was only to * make a ridicule of 
their profession, to cast contempt upon their known 



40^ • THE cRtrcirixioN. 

expectations^ and to triumtrfi over their present en-*' 
slaved condition. Thus'the design of Pilate, vihich 
was to allay the tempest, served only to increase it ; 
and neither the blood flowing from the temples of 
Jesus, the furrows inflicted upon liis body, nor his 
meek and submissive deportment, could inspire this 
furious assembly with sentiments of remorse and ten* 
derness. All that was done to 'moderate their vio- 
lence bad the opposite effect ; but then every part of 
the transaction was distinguished by circumstances 
which, without design, contributed to. publish the 
regal character and divine nature of the Redeemer ; 
showing beyond ail question, by the joint testimony 
of the c6uncil and the nation, as well as of the- 
Romau praetor, that he suffered in no other capa- 
city than as the Messiah ; or, in the language of the 
title affixed U> his cross, as being Jesus of Maxa- 
reth^ the King of the Jews.” 


PECRMBER THE EIGHTH. 

THE CBUCIFIXION. 

XAike, xxiii. 34 . — Then said JesuSf Father ^ forgive 
them ; for they know not what they do. 

If the saying of the heaffien moralist be true, that 
the sight of a good man struggling nobly with ad- 
versity is most pleasing to the ; Divinity', how tran- 
scendeiitly glorious must have been that august scene 
which was exhij^ited on Calvary, when the Sou of 
God bore our sins in his own body on the tree ! 
The sufferings he endured pievious to this tre-* 
mendoiis catastrophe were alone sufficient to have 
overpowered the firmest mind ; jret none of the con- 
tumelies which were heaped upon him drew from 
bis lips any impatient expression or sorrowful com- 
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plaint. The crown of thorns which encircfed his 
head must have given him exquisite pain, especially 
when it was violently smitten by the soldier’s staff ; 
and of this we may becertaiu, from the conduct of 
bis guards, that the scout^es were far from being laid 
on bis body with a sparing liand. Pilate, though he 
endeavoured to avoid the odium of putting our Lord 
to death, did not interpose his authority to moderate 
the rigour of punishment; and there were some par« 
ticulars iu the treatment of this extraordinary Sufferer 
which differed in ignominy and cruelty from what were 
commonly inflicted upon the most atrociocK^ malefac- 
tors. The prophetic description was exactly verified 
in him ; for he was led like a lamb to the slaughter ; 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so be 
opened not bis mouth.*’ But while the victims w'bicb 
represented him were slain with humanity and re- 
garded as sacred, the Lamb of ^d, who took away 
the sin of the world, was despised and rejected of 
men, abu^ as the vilest of criminals, tortured by 
those who believed him innocent, and at last con- 
signed to a lingering death, with a public proclama- 
tion aflSxed to his cross, that this was the King of 
the Jews. Still in all these stccumulated wrongs and 
unparalleled miseries, the Redeemer maintained a 
perfect equanimity of temper ; sensible indeed of all 
the ills he was called to bear, and feeling bodily 
anguish to the utmost degree of acute perception, yet 
never shrinking from the prospect of fresh injuries, 
any more than murmuring under, the pressure of 
those which he was enduring. In his slow progress 
to the place of execution he was obliged to carry 
upon his wounded shoulders the transverse beam by 
which he was t6 be suspended ; and then, indeed, 
for a time bis limbs tottered under the ponderous 
load, lliis, however, was a bodily infirmity, which 
showed that in bis case there was no supernatural 
strength imparted to biu), for the purpose of eu- 
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abling him the better to sustain the bard trial vvhich 
he bad to iindeigo. On the contrary, he was now 
left to the full endurance of all the misery belong- 
ing to that state which he had voluntarily un- 
dertaken ; and such was his fortitude, that he re- 
fused the narcotic potion of myrrh and wine, which 
was usually given to persons in his condition, for 
the purpose of deadenhig the sense of pain. All 
his concern was for others; and When he beheld his 
female friends lamenting as they followed him, he 
turned to console them in terms of endearing tendci - 
uess, Mhicii showed the calm dignity of bis mind, 
the entire command of all his faculties, and the sym- 
pathizing sweetness of his disposition. When the 
soldiers had stretched him out to the fullest extent 
upon the fatal tree, driven in the nails through the 
palms of his hands and between the tendons of the 
feet, where the neg^cs are endued^ with the most 
acute perception, t|^y raised the cross and wedged 
it firmly into the ground. There hangs tijie Lord of 
glory, the Saviour of men, between heaven and 
earth, racked with tormenting pain, and hearing the 
most blaspliemoLis expressions and illiberal invec- 
tives, to which his only reply was this : Father, for- 
give them ; for they know not what they do !” Such 
was the exalted philanthropy of the blessed Re- 
deemer in the midst of agonies, which were rendered 
peculiarly severe by a refinement of cruelty and the 
virulent reproaches of his persecutors. But, instead 
of denouncing against them the divine judgments, the 
exulted Sufferer pitied their blind depravity, and 
prayed for their eternal salvation. 

Sinner, draw near', and behold the Son of God in 
human nature, mangled and tormented with unknow'ii 
suRerings through all his powers; not merely la- 
boiiriug in the anguish of corporeal misery, but 
oppressed with mental horroi , and sinking beneath 
tlie eclipse of that radiant couuteiiauce, the shining 
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of which upon the soul is niore than a couiiter- 
balanci* to all llie aflhctioiis of life and the agonies 
of death ! For wliat purpose was this inconceivable 
mass of woe accumuhited upon one whose whole 
time was speni in doing good ? What end could be 
designed in thus pouring out the vial of wrath upon 
thi‘ person of one so nieek and benevolent^ so wise 
and gracious, as the blessed Jt sus ? Was it, that we 
might learn from the history of this gracious 'Teacher, • 
to be, like him, patient aiid lesigneil to liie Divine will, 
gentle. in onr deportment, compassionate bt all men, 
and forgiving to our enemies? All this doiibiless we 
are taught by the example of our Lord's gr^at 
humility ; but if we stop here, our improvement will 
consist rather in a sentimental feeling and the ex- 
pression of admiration, than the subjugation of the 
passions and the pr.af!tice of those virtues which we 
profess to copy. Unless we behold Jesiis sulferii\^ 
for our iniquities, w'e shall never have a proper sense 
of his infinite goodness, nor i>e able to set this per- 
fect model before us, for our conslunt imitation. 
]3ut w'hen sin begins to be crucified in us, and when 
we abhor it as that which brought the Holy One from 
the throne of glory, to take upon him our nature, 
that he might obey the law in our stead, and suflFer 
its penalties to the utmost extent, then will the 
death of the Redeemer be our life, or quickening 
principle, inspiring us wdlh the love of holiness, and 
enabling us to “ follow His steps, who did no. sin, 
neither was guile found in bis mouth : who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, 
he threatened, not; but committed himself to Him 
that judgeth righteously : who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body, on the tree> that we being 
dead unto sins should live unto rightt^ousness ; by 
whose stripes wx are healed.^’ 1 Petii ii. 21 — 24. 
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DECEMBER THE NINTH. 

THE PENITENT THIEF. 

Luke, XEiii. 42 . — And he said unto Jesusj Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy Atng- 
dam. 

£vert incident in the hi^ory of our SavIour^s 
pas&ioii is^ pregnant M'ith^ instruction and comfort, 
teaching us the principles of duty, and leading our 
thoughts to that high sacrifice which wus offered on ‘ 
tlie cross for the expiation of our transgressions. 
Tiie infinite value of that atonement was demon- 
strated in the application of it, while the blood was 
yet flowing from the victim to the cleansing of one 
who might most truly be considered as an emblem 
of human nature defiled by sin and condemned by the 
law. It had been foretold many ages before, that 
the Lamb of God should at bis death be numbered 
with malefactors ; and this w'as verified w^hen the 
Jewish people preferred a murderer to the Lord of 
life ; but it was again literally fulfilled in the last 
tremendous scene, when two thieves were crucified 
with him, one on the right haiid and the other on 
the left. The execution of two criminals at such a 
season, was not a matter that of itself w’ould have 
obtained prophetic distinctioiii because, as a com- 
mon occurrence, it was no more than what might as 
well happen then as at any other sea^n. But the 
circumstance was predicted on account of some ex- 
traordinary particulars by which it should be dis- 
tinguished, and to ihdicate the effects thet should be 
produced by the humiliation and death of the Mes- 
siah. From the mere literal prophecy nothing more 
indeed might be inferred than the simple fact, that 
the holy Sufferer tliere described would be dragged 
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from prison to the tribunal, and from thence be hur« 
tied with criminals to tiie place of execution. But it is 
added, that he should make intercession for the very 
tran^ressors with whom he would be so associated. 
Is. liii. Now this we know is the principal branch 
of the mediatorial office; and surely nothing could 
be more unaccountable tlian the asciibiug such an 
act to one who was himself in a state of condemna- 
tion, and suffering the punishment of his real or 
imputed offences. Ibe intercession mentioned by 
the prophet is an act of grace, and it is expressly 
8tat^ to be one of the fruits of tha|| sacrifice w^bich 
diould be made for transgressors by Him who pours 
out his soul voluntarily unto death. All this agrees 
with the conversion of the malefactor, and the as- 
surance of mercy which was given unto him by his 
Fellow-sufferer. It is needless to indulge in cold 
speculations upon this interesting subject, or to con- 
jecture by what means this man had gained tliat 
inowlege of our Lord which some have supposed 
him to possess. VVe do not read of bis liaving wit- 
nessed the miracles of Jesus; and it is hardly to be 
imagined that such a profligate as he had been, was 
at any time a hearer of tlie Gospel. But, on the 
otlier hand, we are not to conclude tliat he was alto- 
gether unacquainted with the principles of religion 
because bis life had been irregular. I'he contrary, 
indeed, appears evident in his behaviour when he 
was writhing in agony, hnd yet, from a sense of 
humanity, he reproved his companion for the bru- 
tality and impiety of his conduct. While one of 
these unhappy men became obdurate by his condi- 
tion, the other was properly affected by bis awful 
situation, and the view of his speedy dissolution 
awakened him to the conviction of his enormities. 
This remenibrance of his crimes produced tliat 
goefly sorrow which w orketh repentance ; andi he was 
now aiudous to c^tain that pardon from Heaycis 
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whiicb he could not expect from men. ’ When, there- 
fore^ the rulerij vented their unmanly* rage against 
Jesus, and blaspheinonsly mocked him as the Christ, 
or choseiii One of God, who h id saved others but 
was unable to help himself ; the vile reproaches of 
these w retches let in a flood of light upon the agitated 
mind of this outcast, and induced inm to address the 
Itedoemer wliile the povver of sense and speech re- 
mained, Deriving encouragement from what was 
confessed of our Saviour’s povver . and . pretensions, 
the man eagerly caught at this prospect, w bich was 
miraculously hejd out for the relief of Iiis despairing 
soul. He turned the mockery offered to the holy 
Sufferer into matter of serious reflection ; and judg- 
ing from the Saviour’s meek deportment that he was 
in reality what the populace called him in derision, 
llie penitent resolved to cast himself upon that be- 
nignity which appeared so conspicuous amidst the 
horrors of death and the insults of tlic w icked. I'hc 
Divinity,* which the profane crew around the cross 
despised and ridiculed^ the dying thief saw impressed 
oii the placid countenance of the Redeemer, heard 
it ill the prayer which he offered for his enemies, and 
witnessed it with astonishment in all the agonies that 
rent his frame. Thus the cruelty and infidelity of 
the Jewish people and their rulers, proved the means 
of enlightening this miserable being, and of saving 
him from destruction; while his wretched com- 
panion, w ho had the same opportunities, was left to 
perish in his impenitence. Xhe one entered into 
Paradise with his Saviour, as the first fruits of the 
cross ; and llie other went to "his own place. But 
though the goodiipss of God, in the. rescue of a sin- 
ner from perdition, was strikingly displayed in this 
instance ; let no person flatter himself with the 
iusive hope, that a procrastinated repentance will 
be accepted when the mestns of grace have been 
repeatedly neglected. As the case of this penitent 
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tnaleTactor was extraordinary in atr respects, so was 
it shaded by the awful spectacle of another liumaii 
1)eing dying by his Saviour’s side, without conipiiuc- 
tion and destitute of consolation. This niaa heard 
the confession of bis associate, but it made ho im- 
pression upon his hardened mind, nor did it induce 
him to seek ah interest hi that salvation which was 
proinised in the gracious declaration of our liOrd. 
They who trust to the eflicacy of a death-bed re* 
.pentance, would do well to reflect upon this affect- 
ing sight ; for should they fee even permitted to 
linger in the possession of^their faculties ifor a con- 
siderable time 0 X 1 the brink of eternity, it is at least 
possible that they may cling to life, with such a per- 
suasion of recovery, as to have little apprehension of 
their danger, till the last warning leaves theiii no 
time for recollection. Wherefore, brethren, give 
diligence to make your . calling and election sure ; for 
ii' ye do .these things, ye shall lievcr fell ; for so ml 
entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of oiir Lord and fcia- 
riour Jesus Christ.’’ 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. 


DECEMBER THE TENTH. 

THE centurion’s confession. 

.!Matt. xxvii. 54.— Nba? when the centurion^ and the.}/ 
that U'cre zeith him watching Jesus, saic the earth- 
(juake, and those things that were done, thei/ 
feared greathj, sa^ng, Truhj this was the Son of 
Oodn 

The miracles .which distinguished our Lord s death, 
tvere equal tb those wrought in the course of 
life; but they ivere of a kind that suited the tremen- 
dous majesty of the scene. All nature bore testimony 
VOL. III. ' » 
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to the dignity of the sufferer, for the heavens above 
were clotlied with darkness, and the suit, without the 
intervention of any other body, withdrew his light ; 
Storms convulsed the atmosphere, the earth shook, 
and the rocks were shivered. But neither these su- 
pernatural events, nor the marvellous rending oftlie 
vail in tite temple, and the opening of the tombs of 
the saints, equalled the wonderful manner by which 
the Redeemer yielded to the stroke of mortality^ 
Bis dissolution was not marked by a gradual sus< 
pension of respiration, convulsive struggles, and an 
agonizing shriek, but by the victor’s triumphant 
shout, “ Ft is iinislied !” These words w^ere uttered 
with a loud voice, and in so exclaiming the Saviour 
bowed his head, in voluntary submission, and gave 
up the ghost. Weil, therefore, might the Homan 
<:ofumaiider, who presided on this occasion, be filled 
with terror when he witnessed a departure so un- 
common, and differing in all respects from the lin- 
gering and excruciating death of the cross. This 
man and his companions were no strangers to the 
character of Jesus, and the offence for which he 
suffered. They had attended to his examination, 
both in the presence of Pilate and of Herod ; so that 
they became well acquaint^ with those particulars 
of our Lord’s history, which were alleged as the 
grounds of accusation against him by his relentless 
persecutors. But the Roman soldiers were far from 
showing any pity to the prisoner when he was deli- 
vered up into their bands ; Jor they not only lacerated 
liis body with the scourge, but they w rapped round 
his head a thorny w^reatb, the prickles of w'bich, at 
that season; w'ere peculiarly hard and pungent.. At 
the place of execution these men behaved with more 
than ordinary cruelty to their victim ; and with a wish, > 
no doubt, to gain the favour of the rulers, they 
joined in (he mockery with >\'hich he was treated, 
and added soine aggravating circumstances to vender 
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1)im an object of ridicule, and to increase his suiler- 
ing. There' was‘ then no iiicHiiation on the part of. 
the militai 7 band to cojunteiiance the report of pro- 
digies, which tended to their own shame ; and no- 
thing but an overpowering conviction of the divinity 
of Je^s could have drawn from them and their cotii- 
tnander the declaration, Of a truth this was the 
Son of God.’’ There is indeed a sjight verbal dif- 
ference in the confession of the centurion, given by 
the three Evangelists, who have recorded the fact; 
but as they all agree in tl>e ciixumstances, so 
are they reconciled without any dilliculty* with re- 
spect to the language ; for two of the sacred writers, 
Matthew and Mark, state the words as they were 
uttered, while Luke contents hin^self with relating 
what was Confessed. Yet it will be found, upon 
close investigation, thatlthe. record, as given by this 
historian, not only corresponds with that of his bre- 
lliron, but amounts, if possible,, to a still more ex- 
plicit acknowlegement of die divinity of Jesus. Ac- 
cording to this account, the officer, on beholding the 
niirucles, and witnessing the august manner in which 
the Saviour proclaiiiH’d the cessation of his labour, 

‘‘ glorified God, saying, Certainly this man was the 
Righteous;” whicli expression is exactly the same 
with that used by the apostle Peter, when he boldly 
ciiarged the people in the temple with having 
denied the Holy One and the Just.” Acts, iii. 14. 

Righteous or the Just One, and the Son of 
(■od, are syiionymmis appellations; and therefore, 
the confession of this heathen was an admission of 
the fundamental article of our religion, that the only 
begotten of his Father, full of grate and truth, took 
«iipon him our. nature in the womb of the Virgin, and 
was oflered upon tlic cross as the high sacrifice 
for our sins, if it be asked, how the centurion came 
by this faith, the answer, as in the case of the peni- 
tent thief, is this, that Divine* mercy operated to the 
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illutninatiop of his understanding by the iiistru* 
mentality of the unbelieving Jevvsy who coudeiniied 
our Lord for asserting this very title, and insulted 
)iim with it at his cruciiixion ; so that when his 
■glory was displayed, to the confusion of these gain- 
sayers, there were ' not wanting some who became 
converts to the truth and witnesses of llie power of 
God. Tbiseentiirion, diough a Pagan by birth and 
•education, felt {lie full force of. the evidences which 
surrounded him, and, without'dreading the displeasure 
of his superiors or the malice of the Jews, he tiiade 
a public* and honest declaration of his belief, that 
^Mhis was the Son of God:” from his example, 
then, let us learn to be equally candid and sincere; 
•living as becometh the disciples of Christ, for- with 
the heart man believctli unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Rom* 
X, 10 . 


DECEMBER THE ELEVENTH. 

THE WATER AND BLOOD. 

John, xix. 34- — ?/* soldiers zeith a spear 
pierced his side, midjorihxcith came thereout blood 
andii^ater, : 

As the death of Christ .wds a perfect sacrifice of 
atoneoicnt, and the cojnpletion of all tlie typical 
predictions, it was attended with circumstances that 
corresponded with tlie mystical institutions 'of the 
tabernacle>. and clearly showed the accomplishment 
of the prophecies. Thus it was Ordained that the 
paschal lamb should be without blemish, and that 
not a bone of it should be broken, cveh in.the act of 
slaying and dressing it ; to which remarkable pre- 
cept tlie Psalipist seems to allude in hi^ predictive 
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flesciipliou or the Messiah’s luimilintioii ; Many 
are tlie afflictions of the righteous, but Jehovah de- 
livereth him . out of them all. tie keepeth -all his 
bones : not one of them is broken.” Ps. xxxiv. QO. 
An injunction so explicit as this must haye had some 
prospective object, for it could have no moral signi- 
tication iivitself, since, however fitting, it might be, 
that an ofiering of thankiul remembrance, should be 
in all respects of llic purest quality which the nuture 
of the .thing admitted, there was no apparent reasoiir 
for keeping the bones of ilie victim entire after the 
ccremonv was finished. But every type was a pro* 
piiecy, and pointed to^ome particulars in the' nustery 
of redemption, that was to be revealed; and of which 
the deliverance of Isr^iel from the house of bondage 
was aJively representation* llie lamb slain at the 
passover figured the Holy One, who in the fulness of 
time was to bear the sitis of mankind in his own 
person, and poor out his bIo(^ for their expiation. 
J\ll the particulars, therefore^ in this rite, were .to 
be necessarily . fulfilled in the offering to which the 
vv hole. referred ; and of course in the sacrifice of the 
UedeenitT we mu.st seek for what was symbolically 
set forlli to the church of old,, in the sacramental 
services, which shadowed his incarnation and death. 
Now had our blessed Lord suffered as a blasphemer, 
according to the judicial forms of the Jewish law, 
these points . of resemblance would not have been 
found ; and we should have sought in vain for the 
sacrificial character in the inanner of Iiis death. Be- 
sides, his actual resurrection might have remained a 
matter of some doubt, at least with the enemies of 
the faith, if the most unequivocal proofs had not 
^icn. given of his dissolution. By the regulation of 
llivine \Yisdom, therefore, . making use of the ma- 
lignant and cruel purposes of men, Jesus was deli- 
vered at the season of the passover into the hands of 
the Uomans, that he might endure the most horrible 
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ptiiiiiblitn^nt, which, nccorcling to, their usages, was 
inflicted upon the vilest of criminals. But even 
here it was probable that the t)'pical. institution would 
have wanted its correspondence in one particular; for 
-it was the custom of these people to break the legs 
of the malefactors after a certain time, in order to 
accelerate their end. This dreadful operation was 
already performed on the two thieves who suffered 
with our Lord ; but when the soldier' perceived that 
he was dead already, the man thought it needless to 
give himself any farther trouble. Thus the Scrip- 
ture, whicli foretold and described the history of the 
passion, was accomplished by means that in appear- 
ance bad no possible connexion with any such de- 
sign. Neither the Jews nor the Romans were actuated 
by other motives than those of per69nal animosity 
and wnntofl cruelty; yet both concurred, by the 
over-ruling agency of Providence, in bringing about 
the decrees of Heaven. There was still another 
circumstance in this astonishing transaction, which 
human wisdom could neither have foreseen nor con- 
trived; for the action of the Roman soldier, in 
piercing the side of our Saviour, was the mere im- 
pulse of the moment, and intended for no other pur- 
pose than that of extinguishing the last spark of life, 
or of gratifying a \yautoii curiosity. But here also 
tlie power of God was manifest; for while the 
wound thus inflicted on a vital part determined the 
death of the . sufferer beyond all question, a phaeno- 
menoii followed it, which decided as clearly the 
expiatory cliaracler of this, offering. "Ihe propitia- 
tory sacrifices were distinguisljcd no less by the 
lustration of water than by the effusion of blood, 
both lieing considered as indispensibly requisite to 
constitute a perfect utonement ; and w'here the case 
would admit, the blood of the victim w as shed over 
u runiiing stream/ In all respects, then, the death 
cf Christ answered the typical represeiitatioiis of it; 
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for when the organ of life was divided by the spear, 
there issued from his opened side both blood and 
water. They who seek natural causes for every 
iniraciitous occurrence, would fain attribute what is 
here related to the rupture of the bag inclosing the 
heart, by which means the limpid diiid there con- 
tained is supposed to flnve exuded through the wound. 
13iit if this had been all, the matter so dischai^ed 
would not liave had the appearance of water ; for, 
besides its own peculiar colour, it would have re- 
ceived such a tinge from the blood of tbe heart, as 
must have rendered it impossible to perceive any 
difference. The Evangelist, who saw what he has 
minutely described, expressly tieclares, that pure 
water came out of the wound as well as pure blood ; 
so that the two fluids were not liiingled bill perfectly 
distinct. Justly, therefore, does the -Apostle in 
another place class this preternattird fact among the 
terrestrial witnesses by' which Jesus is proved to he 
the Son of God ; for the miraculous effusion that 
distinguished his death afforded a decisive evidence 
that the sacrifice was fliiished, and that now Mas 
fulfilled what the prophet had foretold, ‘‘ In that day. 
there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 
J)avid and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin- 
and for uncleanness.’’ Zech. xiii. 1. 


DECEMBER THE TWELITH. 

THE llESUllilECTlON. 

Matt. xx\iii. 1.5. — So they took the money mid did 
as they hcere taught: and this saying is commonly 
repo lied among the Jews until this day. 

T HE animosity of the Jewish rulers to the person 
mid character of J esiis was not abated by his cruci- 
s 4. 
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tixion, .biit, on the. contrary, Uie hatred of these mem 
became more inveterate in proportion as their malice* 
w as gratified. Conscience made them uneasy even im 
the midst of their triumphs ; and knowing the power 
which oiir Lord had displayed in the restoration of 
life, they began to diead the fuifiilment of what he 
Ijad repeatedly predicted of his own resurrection., 
'i'heir fears were apparent in the confession whicli 
they made to the governor.; Sir, wc remember 
that the deceiver said, while he \\m yet alive, After: 
three days i^will rise again. Command, therefore, that 
tlic sepulchre Ite-made sure until the third day, lest his* 
tiisciples come by night and steal him away, and say 
unto the people. He is risen from the dead : so the 
last error shall be worse than .the first.’* The con- 
duct of . Josepli of Arimailiea and Nicodemus, in res- 
cuing the body of J esus from that ignominious insulk 
with which the remains of. malefactors wxre com* 
nionly treated, contributed, no doubt, to increase 
the appreheiisipns* off the bigots; for the wicked aro 
»rways ready to suspect the motives of the righteous, 
and to ascribe their benevolent deeds to evil designs 
or interested purposes. ’Die Pharisees, who were 
attentive iiearers of our Lord, had cacefuliy laid up 
his sayings in their minds, and they were well aNvarc 
of his meaning w hen he. said that no othca* sign should, 
be given them than that of die prophet Jonah; nor 
were they at any loss in understanding the com- 
puiison which he made of himself to a mined temple, 
that should be restored within three days after ilv 
demolition. When, therefore, these zealots per- 
ceived the impression ^^hicIl the death of Jesus had 
made upon the people of Jerusalem, so different, 
from what was expected by his virulent persecutors, 
they were sorry that he hud iK)t beta taken oif . by 
other means, or at an earlier period. This negli- 
gence, and the courtesy of Pilate in . granting the 
body to Joseph, they ciilled the first error;, and t<». 
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prevent the occurrence of another stilt more fu*al to‘ 
iheir credit, they made this request, which turned' 
out as such cunning policy usually does, in the mu- 
ni feslalion of the truth and the mortitication ot* its 
enemies* Pilate, whose respect for these ‘men was 
certainly not increased by their pr4isent appli^Uion, 
treated them and their petition with sarcastic civi- 
lity : Ye have a watch/* replied the haughty 

governor with an indignant contempt for their su- 
perstitious fears, ye have a Watch ; go . yoiir \vay, 
and make the tomb of the dead man as sure as you 
can.” But while«the Jews were taking precautions 
which eventually served to establish what they were 
intended to refute, the disciples themselves w'ere not 
only innocent of any such design, but sceptical to 
an extraordinary degree, with respect to the promise 
of their Master’s revival. .This jealousy of the 
malicious Jews and iiicrjcdulity of the followers of 
Jesus, concurred, by the direction of Infinite Wis- 
dom, in verifying the resurrection and multiplying its 
witnesses. The guards stationed at the sepulchre 
being aianned by. the convulsion of the < aiih, the* 
rolling away of the stone, and the angelic vision, 
fled, on recovering their spirits, into the city, where 
they imparted -the strange mtelligence to their em- 
ployers, whoj instead of treating the whole as a 
tVaudiilent invention or the dream of superstition, 
lectured the' soldiers and secured their lidc- 

lily by a bribe, ^iij^the story which they were 
hired to tell confuted itself ; for, besides the im- 
probability that a fen's" unarmed -men could break into- 
the sepulchre, • the* entrance of which was so de- 
fended, it was not in the power of the ^tiards to tell 
what w^as done in their sleep. Itis true, the removal 
of the body in a secret* manner would nn'tnrally lead' 
to the conclusion, that it ’must haye been performed 
by the friends of the deceased but then an obvious 
fjucsiion presents itself, wiuit cud could be answered 
''SO* 
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by such an act f for if Jesus was not afterwards seen 
by competent witnesses of his identity,- the trans- 
portation, of his remains to another place, known only 
to the persons cohccrnecl in the transaction, might 
have excited wonder, but nothing else. The fact 
could ^ot have been adduced to support an article of 
faith, and the believers in Christ would' have taken 
uncoiniiion pains, with great personal hazard, for no 
purpose creditable to themselves or beneficial to 
their cause. The citizens of Jerusalem and the in- 
liabitanls of Judasa, were, not so besotted as to 
believe in [he resuscitation of one who had died 
publicly, and by an infamous mode of execution, 
merely because his body was not to be found where 
it had been deposited by two men of high rank, 
wliose character rendered them incapable of any 
share in a useless plot. The preacher that should 
have hud the iiardihood to allege a fact of this na- 
ture upon such slender grounds, would never Have 
obtained an audience among reasonable men ; and 
yet nothing is more certain than this, that the dis- 
ciples of Christ boldly asserted their Lord s resur- 
>Tqctio]i, in the temple, at the bar of the coimci], 
before the Homan governor, and in vast assemblies 
of intelligent hearers, where they would have been 
instantly contradicted, if what they advanced wa§ an 
idle .fiction or a gross imposture. But while the 
Apostles dauntlessly rested the whole of the doctrine 
which they taught upon this fundamental article, thC' 
Sanhedrim lieard them and. were silent; neither de- 
nying the charges that w^ere brought against them- 
selves, nor investigating the miraculous transaction, 
the confutation of . which ; was of equal importance 
to their interests and reputation. That the council 
had the inclination to do this, cannot be doubted; 
for they who persecuted bitterly the propagators of 
Christianity, w^ant^d not the will tQ;atifie their doc- 
triues ; and that they did it not, affords an abundant 
3 
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pfoof that it ^vas not. the work of men, but of 
God,” Acts, V. 


DECEMBER THE THIRTEENTH. 

THE JOURNEY TO EMMAUS. 

Luke, xxiv. 82.-— they said one to another. 
Did not our hearts burn within us zdiile he talked' 
with us by the loay, and rohile he opened to us the 
Scriptures ? 

TI'iiat the resurrectioA of our Lord was attested by 
witnesses whose credibility stood uuinipeached at 
the time when tlie miracle happened, is evident from 
the publication ' of the fact, the conversion of both 
Jews and Gentiles to a faith which was founded 
upon this article, ami the silence of those who were 
interested in its refutation by , their character and 
their principles. Objections indeed have been ad- 
vanced against this truth by modern infidels, w'hose • 
cavils would, if admitted, tend equally to impeach* 
the iutegrity of .all history, and to throw into uncer- 
tainty every event of ancient times. If any man 
imagines that the public appearance of Jesus to th& 
Jewish nation would have settled the matter more 
strongly;, either wdth respect to^ the proof of the fact 
or the conviction of unbelievers, he is mistaken 5 for 
they wdio could resist the miracles which our Saviour 
performed,, would not have been persuaded even 
though they had seen him rise from the dead. The 
same spirit of infidelity wdiich then hardened men’s 
minds* against the proofs of his Divine authority, 
would hav^i attributed his revival^to artful contrivance* 
or demoniacal agency; while philosophical sceptics^ 
and those who in their zeal to overturn religion 
scruple not to raise the power of nature beyond all 
s 6 
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experience, would still deny the record, or ascribe 
what was related to physical causes.. . Had the resur- 
rection been as public as the transit of the Israelites 
througli the sea, the incredulity of those who think 
little and study less, would neither have been irio- 
deretted by the 'splendour of the transaction', nor 
removed by the number of the witnesses. Even in 
that case attempts would not have been wanting to 
account for the phaenomenon by hypothetical reasou- 
hig, or to disprove the relation altogether, as , th.e 
perversion of a natural incident to superstitious pur- 
poses, But, when we consider tlie manner in which 
.Icsus suffered, the watchfulness pf the Romans, and 
the jealousy of the Jews, we shall find that deception 
was impossible, and that the persons to w'hoin our 
liOrcl munifested liiniselF, could neither have con- 
trived a plot of this kind, nor havig carried it into- 
ts'ect. 'Hie instruments and circumstances were 
such as liuinan policy would have rejected in devising 
or managing a scheme, upon tlie success of which 
.tUeJivi s- and credit of so many persons depended. 
Instead (d selecting men of sagacity and of an enter- 
pj;Uii>g 'disposition, to announce his revival, our 
Sri^ymiir chose to confer lliat privilege on Mary 
.Magdalene and other holy women who had followed 
Itiui'to bis cruciiixioii and ministered to him in. his 
agonies; ‘i\ll this was so, completely, the reverse of 
craft, .that those who judge of die fitness of actions 
by thc.inaxinis of worldly wisdom,, would not scruple 
to call it a very simple mode of proceeding. The 
disciples tlie|^e|ves were so little, incliued to credit 
the strange account wiiich these pious females 
iM'Ought, that, though soiTie of them wondered at llie 
removal <>f the body, yet the fact of it.s reanimution 
appeared to them as no better than “ an idle tale.” 
'I hiSriuthedulitv continued till a late hour of that 
inciudrable d.iy ; for wIiCii two of oiir 1/jrd’s fol- 
lowers \yciit to Enuhaus, \rfucW was somewhat morft 
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than seven miles from Jerusalem, they conversed 
^vith niucli sadness upon the melancholy events 
that had lately occurred. On the road these travel- 
lers were accosted by a stranger, who perceiving 
the earnestness of their conversation, and the sorrow 
imj>ressed upon their countenances, gently inquired 
the cause of their grief. As it was now the dusk of 
the evening, they did not recognize the features of 
this person, hut there was something in his discourse 
that interested them exceedingly, though they were 
at a loss to account for their feelings. It seemed, 
however, very singular to them that lief should be 
unacquainted with the history of their Lord, and one 
of them, whose name was Cleopbas, entered freely 
into a detail of the character of Jesus, his sad 
catastrophe, the liopes that had been enteituined 
concerning his being the Redeemer of Israel, and 
concluding w ith an account of the wonderful report 
which the holy women had giv^n to llie disciples, of 
having been favoured with a vision of angels, by 
whom they vvere informed that he was alive, 

Wlien Cleophas had finished his narrative, the 
stranger made some severe remarks upon the want of 
faith which the disciples had show^n in a matter of 
so much moment, and when they oiight to have 
known that the kingdoia.of the Messiah was to be 
preceded by bis suffering. Of this he convinced his 
hearers byi. expounding the Scriptures in regular 
order, from the writings of*. Moses to those of the 
prophets, with so much power, that on their arrival 
at the village, the travellers iiitrcated this wonderful 
Person to tarry wdth them in the house, which most 
probably belonged to one of them ; and their request 
they urged because the day was far spent. With this;, 
invitation the stranger complied ; but w hen they sat 
down to supper, the eyes of the disciples, which Iiad 
hitherto been holddi, wwe opened, and they per- 
ceived that it w'as Jesus, who immediately withdrew/ 
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Here a difficulty is supposed to perplex the narrative,, 
owing to the want of recollection for so long a time* 
on the part of two persons who must have been w ell 
acquainted with the features and the voice of the 
Divine Teacher. But the same cause which hindered 
Mary Magdalen^ from distinguishing her Lord in 
the garden that very morning, w'ould as obviously 
prevent these disciples' from obseiring narrowly the 
coiiiueiiancc of a passenger on the high road at a late 
hour. Still, according to their own account, it 
appears that they were greatly affected by his speech 
while they wfUlkcd with him, and that this indescrib- 
able sympathy was occasioned not only by what he 
said, but by the peculiarity of his niaunef. When, 
however, we reflect jhat these ipefi were slow to 
believe what was related by their friends, and that 
^hey were also in that state of despondency which 
absorbs the mental powers, it is not at all surpriz- 
ing, that, w'hile l,hey were agitated by our Saviour^s 
dignified behaviour and eloquence, it never once 
occurred to them that this w-as Jesus, till they knew 
it by an act which produced instantaneous conviction. 
On making this discovery, the two travellers, without 
fear or delay, arose and hastened back to the city, 
that they might impart the glad tidings to their 
brethren. From this beautiful history we learn the 
advantage of religious conversation, the benefit of 
receiving instruction even from strangers, and ih€ 
duty of communicating the information that we ob- 
tain in things belonging to the kingdom of God, unto^ 
those who are heirs with us of the same promises. 
The resurrection of Christ will be our condemnation, 
if it does not produce in us this active faith ; butr 
when the eyes of our. understanding are opened to 
discern the sacrifice which he made for our trans- 
gression^ then shall we feel the. quickening energy of 
his Spnll raising us from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness ; ** for none of us liveth to himself. 
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and no man dieth to himself. For whetlier we livci 
w<e live unto the Lord ; and whether, we die, we die 
unto the Lord; whether we live, therefore, or die, 
we are the Lord’s.” Rom. xiv. 7, 8. 


DECEMBER THE FOURTEENTH. 

INCREDULITY OF THOMAS. 

John, XX. 29 . — Jesns saith unto him, Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me thou halt believed: 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed^ 

HThe backwardness of the disaples to believe the 
resurrection of their Master, shows that they t were 
neither deceivers nor enthusiasts ; for if the business 
nad been* a contrivance to elevate the character of 
Jesus, it would have borne all the marks of union 
and co-operation in those who were the witnesses of 
it; and had they been men of credulous tempers, 
they w ould gladly have received the first intimation of 
a fact which opened to them the most pleasing pro- 
spects. It is allowed on all hands, that the fol- 
lowers of our Lord were prepossessed with an ex- 
pectation that he Would establish a glorious kingdom 
upon earth ; and of this yve are certain, that the 
delusive idea kept fast hold of their minds even to the 
night of his apprehension. Now, trusting as the^ 
did, that this was the promised restorer of Israel, it. 
waS' reasonable to suppose that they would have 
ec^erly attended to an account which was calculated to 
revive that hope and to give it a degree of positive 
certainty. These men had seen the elements con- 
trouled, the laws of gravitation suspended, and the 

e iwer of death subdued, by the mere will of this 
iyine Persom They had also heard him decl&re 
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llint his sufferings were necessary to the work of re- 
demption which he cam^ to accomplish ; but not- 
withstanding all this, and the assurances which he 
gave that he would rise again, the Apostles remained 
nearly the whole of the first day of the week won- 
dering at what the women had said, but believing 
them not. Nay, some of the number still continued 
in a pertinacious, denial ofthe truth, even when* the 
travellers returned from Emmaus, and informed their 
brethren that' they had seen and conversed with their 
risen Lord. At this time Jesus came himself into, 
llic assembly to dispel the doubts of his disciples; 
but the degree of scepticism that had prevailed 
among them before this complete conviction, may 
he inferred from the obstinacy which even 

the concurrent testimony of ten of the Apostles and 
oilier unexce])tionable witnesses, was resisted by 
one who happened to be absent on this occasion. 
No circumstance could be more clearly proved or - 
attested than the fact of the resurrection, when the* 
congregation at Jerusalem enjoyed the actual pre- 
sence of the Saviour in the midst of them, and' each 
member was called to an examination of his person. 
To every reasonable mind the matter was now put 
beyond all doubtj and yet there was one man wdio 
refused his assent to what was established by the 
separate testimony of his friends, and who even set 
up his own judgment iii opposition to the united ex- 
perience of an entire . assembly. Philosophical' 
sceptics could . hardly carry their opposition to truth 
farther than Thomas did; for he was resolved to 
admit nothing in this case but the immediate evi- 
dence of his own senses. The condescension of our 
Ixird in complying with the demand of this captious 
and wayward^ disciple, was perfectly agreeable to 
that benignity and forbearance which uniformly dis- 
tmgtiished 111 in during the whole period of his resi- 
dence among men. But his reappearance evinced^ 
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.somewhat more, than the reality of his victory wer 
death, for it was a demonstrative proof of his. 
omniscience and the ubiquity of liis spirit. By thus 
comiiig to give ^fhomas the satisfaction he desired, 
the lledeeiner made that truth obvious which he 
afterwards explicitly imparted in the form of' a pro- 
mise, for the comfort of his disciples and the per- 
petual cdilication of his church : Lo, I am with, 
you always, even to the eiid of the world.” The 
i\postle who had been hitherto so obstinate in re- 
jecting the testimony of his brethren, w as now per- 
suaded, not only that his Lord was risen from the 
grave, btjit that it was by his own almighty power, 
w'hich appeared in his perfect acquaintance with the 
privacies of . conversation and the secrets of the hiw 
man heart. It wtts not the sight of his Master, noir. 
the handling of his wpunds, that so much affected 
the mind of I'homas, as the conviction of the grand, 
principle, that the essential Divinity was. united ta 
the humunity of^Jesus. This drew from the over- 
powdered and joyful spirit of the awakened disciple,, 
the. elevated and etnphatic confession, My Lord, 
and my God.” No amplification of language or. 
enumeration of attributes could equal this solemn and 
energetic address, in ^ybich the worshipper professed 
his entire submission to Jesus, as the Creator of the 
universe and his King, as the Sovereign of all things 
and his Saviour. But however, full and excellent 
this declaration might be, it was received with iin-. 
common coldness, and the person who made it was 
rather censured for the littleness, than commended 
for the greatness of his faith.. Thomas,” said our 
Lordy “ because ihou hast seen me thou hast be- 
lieved ; blessed arc they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.” .v, 

The peculiar justness and propriety of this reproof 
will he evident, vrhen \ve consider that religious faith 
is not an indolent perception, but a moving principle 
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or an active exertion of the mind, seeking after Irutli 
with avidity^ examining testimonies with impartiality, 
and submitting gladly to the demonstration of the 
Spirit, even \%liere human reason is Unable to ac- 
count for what is revealed; Now in all this the 
Apostle was deheient; for he neither attended to the 
accounts given by his brethren with candour, nor 
investigated them with ihtit care and diligence whicb^ 
the importance' of the matter required. Thomas 
rashly set up his own judgment in opposition to lha 
solemn assertion of many credible witnesses, who 
could not be deceived themselves, and who liad no 
interest in imposing upon another. Besides this, the. 
unbelieving disciple went so far as to demand liighcr 
proof of the fact than the nature of the case required, 
or than could properly be afforded, eiiiier at . that 
particular time or at any future pef iod. Hie con- 
fession of Thomas, then, was the result of sensible 
experience, and not of sedulous inquiry ; so that it 
fell far short of the religious' persuasion which is 
produced by the love of - truth and a. diligent use of 
all the means by which it may be obtained. The 
blessing promised by our Lord to tl|ose who should 
believe in his resurrection, without having any other 
knowlege of the fact than what they derive from the 
testimony of others, is so' far from being any recom- 
mendation of an implicit faith, that it denotes* the 
direct contrary, and plainly extends to those only 
who n)ake a proper use of their faculties in the ex- 
amination of the evidences, and in studying the 
record which (Sod hath given of his Son. From. 
this^ history, tlien, we learn that it is our duty to be 
as industrious in religious matters as in those of a 
temporal nature ; ami that, while we assert the free- 
dom of the human mind in its investigation of sub- 
jects connected with eternal happiness, it becomcaf 
lis also to do this with humility, and to be thankful 
for every direction and comxnunication by which wo 
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may be improved in wisdom and virtue. By thuw 
exercising oiir powers in a constant application to the 
revealed W'ill of God; “ our faith will be found more 
precious than gold that perisheth; at the second 
appearing of Jesus Christ; whom having not seen 
we love ; in whom, though now we see him not, yet 
believing, wje rejoice vvith joy unspeakable, and full 
of glory; receiving the end of our faith) even the 
salvation of our souls.” 1 Pet. i. 7 — 9 . 


DECEMBER THE FIFTEENTH. 

THE DIVINE COMMISSION. 

Matt, xxviii. 19.— Go ye therefore^ and teach alt 
natioMf baptizing them in the name the Father,, 
and of the Son, and of the Uolj/ Gnost, 

If an indifferent person had heard these words when 
they were originally spoken, he would have surveyed 
the assembly with astonishment, wondering haw it 
was possible that a command of so extensive an 
import could po^ibly be executed, especially by a 
body of men who were mean in appearance and des- 
titute of learning. The doctrine which they were to 
teach .was not only new to the nations, but repug- 
nant to the native prcyudices and established prac- 
tices of all, annulling the ceremonial institute of 
the Jew, in which he placed his glory, and over- 
turiiing the licentious polytheism of the Gentile, 
w hich had for its support the power of governments, 
the influence of philosophy, and the craft of an 
interested priesthood.- Yet were these obscure and 
unlettered disciples of Jesus enjoined to go into 
all the world, and to pre.ach the Gospel to every 
creature thoiigb they had seen their Master him*- 
stjf vilified and persecuted, reduced to the most 
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wretched state of misery,' and put to death m a 
manner which was peculiarly odious, and generally 
considered as infamous. They knew indeed that he 
was risen again, hut how could they convince others 
of that most extraordinary fact, or in what manner 
were they. to proceed in establishing the proof, that 
a-pci’son who had taken no measures to save himself 
from the malice of his enemies, and from the ex- 
cruciating horrors of the cross, had yet, by his own 
Divine energy, con(]nered death and resumed all the 
functions of life? IJere surely were dilKcirilies.of 
no coiinnoii magnitude, and such as to the judgment 
of man must have presented insuperable obstacles in 
the way of the Apostles, who were neither men of 
great natural fortitude nor skilled in those arts which 
might compensate for the want of learning, the 
favour of the great, and the good will of the people. 
The Divine Speaker informed them that he was now 
in possession of all power, by virtue of wdiich be 
sent them forth in the vast concern of converting the 
nations, with a particular promise, that he. would 
be always with them and their successors, even unto 
the end of the world : but.it required more faitli than 
any that could be produced by . human wisdom, 
virtue, or coniidence, to embark in a cause of tins 
immense iiiaguitude, even with such an assurance. 
'J hat they did go forth in obedience to this injunc- 
tion, and that they succeeded in. the great work to 
which they wem appointed, cannot be denied ; for, 
witliiu a short space after the ascension, ilie religion 
of . .fesus had made its way not only over Jiuleu 
and the neighbouring countries, but into the polislicci 
cities pf Greece, and to the very heart of tlie Hoiiiaii 
empire. Ancient systems, though upheld by the 
state, were shaken to the foundation, and fell at last 
before a doctrine which had nothing to recommend 
it but the innate force *of truth, being equally op- 
ppsgd to ihc pride of the leained and the practices of. 
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tJiQ vulgaY. The GOspcl confoinrJud the wisdom of 
the one and corrected the licentLousness of the other, 
and yet phiiosopliers submitted to its dictates, while 
the people pressed willingly to the laverof regenera- 
tion. ■ This mighty revolution could.be effected by 
nothing short of the Divine energy operating by 
feeble instruments upon the hearts of . men, turning 
them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto the service of God. The Gospel of , 
Christ did indeed produce a new creation wherever it 
earned and llie rite by wdiich the converts were ad- 
mitted into the bosom of the church was an expres- 
sive symbol of their regeneration. As the waters of 
Noah obliterated the vestiges of the old world, so 
does the washing of regeneration take aw^ay the con- 
demnation under which we were placed by the fall ; 
and hence baptism is called a death unto sin and a 
new life unto righteousness because by it w^e are 
brought into communion with God the Tulhcr, 
through the incarnation of . his Son and by the 
sanctifying influence of the Holy Ghost. The for- 
mulary for the administration of this ordinance w as 
fixed by an immutable rule, and the Apostles them- 
selves w ere not left to the exercise of any discretion- 
ary power in the discharge of this duty ; for as there 
is but one Lord,” so is there but ‘‘ one faith, 
and consequently but one ba[)tisin.” Eph. iv. 5. 
The believing nations wore to he received into the 
new covenant in the name of three Persons in die 
Divine essence, of equal power, and differing only in 
their relative capacity. It is not said lliat the objects 
of the apostolical ministry wore to be baptized in the 
names, but only in the name of the Father, and . of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghosjt ; to show- that there 
is a personal tiistinction in the Divinity, but that the 
nature is the same, and that . the whole three Per- 
sons are coeternal • together, and coequal.'^ Such 
was the faith which the converted Gentiles received 
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from their inspired instructors^ and which they were 
required to pioiess on being admitted to the pri- 
vileges of the new coyetiant. Ihis doctrine then is 
far from bong a itiere speculative notion,' which men 
may believe or reject at their pleasure ; for it is the 
very foundation of the Christian church, and com- 
prehends all that is necessary to be known and prac- 
tised by those who have been admitted into that 
holy community. 13y this act we are united to each 
of the three JJivine Persons in the same solemn 
manner, and therefore we are bound to love and 
serve God our Father, *the Son as dur Redeen^^r, 
and the Holy Ghost as our Sanctifier. Higher in- 
formation than this we cannot expect to attain in the 
present state, where we see through a glass darkly ; 
nor is it expedient that we should be acquainted 
with any more of this mystery than what imme- 
diately concerns Ourselves. Accordingly we. read, 
that when man fell under the sentence of eternal 
death, God the Father mercifully vouchsafed to 
give ills only begotten Son, that “ whosoever be- 
lievcth in him sliould not perish, but Imve everlasting 
life tliat the Divine Word engaged to assume the 
human nature, that he might fulfill all righteousness, 
and make by liis death a perfect satisfaction for the 
sins of the w hole W'orld ; to render which sacrifice 
effectual, the Holy Spirit undertook the office of 
aw'akeniiig sinners to a sense of tlieir misery, of 
guiding believers into the way of all truth, of strength- 
ening the weak, copiforting the affiicted, restoring 
those who have erred, and building up the wdiole hy 
the distribution of various gifts and graces into a 
habitation of God. Thus th^orm of baptism is a 
summary of all divine and practical knowlege, which 
it becomes us seriously to consider as laying us under 
peculiar obligations to the three Persons hi the God- 
head who have covenanted for our redemption; there- 
fore we sjball do well in turning the whole into a 
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priiyer for our edification^ that the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christi and the love of God^ and the 
fellowship of , the. Holy .Ghost) maybe with us all 
^ermore. Amen.” 


DECEMBER the SIXTEENTH. 

THE ASCENSION. 

Mark) xvi. 19.— So theu^ .after tlie Lord had spoken 
nato them, he teas received up into hfuveUf and 
sat on the right hand of God. 

Ouu ble. 4 sed Saviour having' finished bis personal 
ministry upon earth, and provided for the continuanco 
and increase of his church, prepared the disciples for 
the accomplishment of that declaration which he 
made on the morning of his revival from the tomb, 
I ascend unto my Fallicr and your Father, and to 
my God and your God.’^ John, xx. 17 . I'hc work 
of redemption was now complete, “ Mercy and 
Truth had met together, Righteousness and Peace 
had kissed each other;” tlie mediatorial kingdom 
being therefore commenced, the great Reconciler, 
aftcjr leaving a charge with his witnesses, that they 
should remain at Jerusalem till they were endued 
with power from on high, was taken from them in 
the act of benediction, and sat down on the right 
hand of God. According to the circumstantial ac* 
count given by another Evangelist, we find that the 
Apostles were still ii) expectation that their Master 
would erect u glorious estahlishment in this' vyorld, 
W'hich idea was probably strengthened by his resur- 
rection from the dead, and by his abode among them 
for the spac^ of forty days after that astonishing 
event. When, therefore, by his appointment they 
were assembled on the holy Mount to behold 
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liis departure, they fondly imagined that the intent of 
the riicethig was to fulm/ (he great object of tfaeir 
desire, for so they signifie<^ iii their address to Jesus, 
Lord, wilt ihpii at this time restore the kingdom 
unto Israel To this anxious question, which in« 
dicated the still imperfect state of their knowlege, 
they received an answer similar (o what w^as given 
them when they sought for information concerning 
the exact period of the destruction of the Jewish 
state and the demolition of the temple; and Jesus 
Eaid unto them, It is not for you to know tlie times 
or the seasons which the Father hath put in his own 
power/’ Here it is observable that our.. Lord did 
not destroy their hopes by declaring that Israel, ac- 
cording to the Divine councils, should become ut- 
terly extinct and revive no more, even in a temporal 
capacity ; from whence w^e may reasonably infer, 
that the restoration of the ancient people of God 
forms a part of the scheme of grace, though the 
time of their recovei^ is yet far distant. The error 
of the J\post]es lay in being unreasonably curious 
concerning matters remote from their mission, and 
about purposes which were among the inscrutable 
decrees of Infinite Wisdom. These chosen messengers 
were told that it was their duty to wait for the special 
illumination and guidance of the Holy Spirit, who' 
would qualify them fully for the service in which 
they were engaged, by enlarging their understand-, 
ings, and endowing, them with power to explain all 
things necessary to be imparted concerning fhe king- 
dom of God. Urns, ill the original formation of 
the ohurcli, a gradual progress of instruction was 
observed, and the Apostles themselves were made 
acquainted with the mysieiy of redemption by slow 
‘degrees. They who bad the advantage of consulting 
the Saviour ip person, w^ere c.ommatmed to moderate 
their desires and to suspend, tiidr inquiries in some 
particulars, till the proper time ^ould arrive for the 
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'Siohitioa of those difficulties 'wliich perplexed their 
minds. Let this be a caution and an encouragement 
to Christians, teaching them to be diffident and pa* 
tient, while they are diligent in studying the sacred 
oracles ; being assured that the Spirit of truth will 
make the darkest things clear to those who seek wisdom 
with humility, and who choose rather to be learners 
ill the school of grace, than to set up as the insU uctors 
of others. When our Lord had finished his charge, 
he lifted up his bauds and pronounced a blessing on 
the assembly, in which divine action he was separated 
from them, and carried with majestic splendour into 
heaven ; where, as our Mediator and Redeemer, he 
is seated at the ri^t haiidi of God. Then was ful- 
filled the prophecy of the Psalmist, Jehovah said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand until I 
make thine enemies thy footstool’’ (Ps. cx. 1) ; and 
then was exhibited to the view of flie heavenly hierar*- 
chies that which die .propliet saw in the vision of the 
night, One like die Son of Man came wdth the 
clouds of heaven, and came to tiie Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him ; and tlicre 
was given him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages should serve 
him : his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed.” Dan. vii. 13, 14. By this 
assumption of the human nature into heav^, even of 
the identical body that was born of the Viigiii, grew 
up unto manhood and suffered death on the cross, 
reanimated by that very soul w liich descended into * 
hell, or the world of departed spirits, believers arc 
comforted w'itli the assurance, that a« they have a 
prevalent Intercessor at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, so when Christ, who is their life, shall 
appear, then shall they also appear with him in 
glory.” Col. iii. 4. 

t/ 
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between the evangelical solemnities and those of the 
law, as’wcll in the manner of their revelation as in 
the season of their occurrence. Thus the great 
sacrifice of expiation was offered at the precise time 
when the Jewish people were assembled at Jeru- 
salem to celebrate their deliverance from bondage, 
and the Holy Ghost descended upon the chosen wit- 
nesses of man’s redemption at the feast of Pentecost, 
which was instituted in gratitude for the blessing of 
harvest and to commemorate the giving of the law from 
Sinai. Seven weeks after the departure of the children 
of Israel from Egypt, they were gathered round the 
mount of God to hear his statutes delivered with such 
tremendous majesty, that Moses himself was appalled 
by the awfuluess of the spectacle. A thick cloud 
enveloped the mountain, peals of thniuier shook the 
atmosphere, lightnings glared along the sky, and the 
ground trembled beneath the descended Divinity. 
On tins occasion the foot of Sinai w as fenced around, 
to keep intruders otF from the sacred inclosure ; so that 
even an inadvertent trespasser, whether man or beast, 
was to be put Id death, 'rhis august, but terrible 
manner of proclaiming the moral law, was expres- 
sive of its immutability, and of llie heavy judgments 
that would be incurred by those v\ho violated its 
precepts. But then for the relief of tlie penitent, pro- 
pitiatory sacrifices were commanded to be offered at 
certain seasons, and on particular occasions. The 
blood of the victims poured out at the altar, and 
spriukled on the mercy-scat, was graciously admitted 
as an atonement for the sins of the worshippers, who 
were thereby relieved from the burden of guilt, and 
taught to rely upon Divine grace for pardon and 
acceptance. AH this was nothing more than the sha- 
dow of good tilings to come; and, therefore, when the 
Mediator of the new^ covenant took his scat at the right 
hand of God, after fulfilling the law in all its exactions, 
and suffering die penalty due to our transgressions. 
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aiiollicr dispensiitioM succeeded, and tlic Holy !"'pirit 
came down upon the Apostles willi a j^ranJour iiir ex- 
ceeding even ihc inaguiliceucc which aitended tlic pro- 
niiilgation of the decalogue. At period the earth 
shook, the heavens also dropped at the presckiee <.)r 
t^lod; even Sinai itselF was moved at tlie. presence of 
< h;d, the God of Israel.” Ps. Lwiii, 3. Hut when (he 
( ‘iiiucss of time came f .r the gathering of the. nations 
io?o one community, the Ct)mfortcr descended upon 
those. who were lo he iht; insirtiineii's of tluit work 
with a senr/ihlc <iis.i)]r»y of glory anil pova;r, exliibitod 
in a rushing sound ! that of a mighly wdini, anil 
cloven tongues of ihime resting upon their lu ads. 
The former ernbii ni wari ^^Apressive of llie ipiicken- 
ing energy of the Spirit in the moral creation cor- 
K spoudent to what took place at the organization of 
the primeval chaos, and the n duelion of the dis- 
cordant mas% irsto a slate of regidarity and beauty. 
In the vision of Kzekici the same iliitig was tigured by 
the action of the w ind coming at the call of the pro- 
phet, and imparting life to the bodirs widtdi had just 
been brought into h riri, after being reduced to the 
condiiiou of boiu only, and those mixed together in 
one vast and confused heap. Tlic wind which tilled 
tile house where the Apostles were asscnd)led, v.^s 
a pledge that the gifts about to be confeired iipmn 
them should be effectual in the conversion of th.e 
(jientile world ; and that those W'bo liad been bi- 
tlicrto dead in trespasses and sins would, by their 
preaching, be made partakers of eternal life. 
What was thus typically represented, actually came to 
j)ass ; for the sound of these inspired messengers- 
went into all the earth, and their words were heard 
at llie extremities of the known world. (Uom. x. 18.) 
'.riie fiery tongues were appropriate represcnlatioiis 
of that pow'er with which the discijili s were iiniiie- 
diateiy endued of speaking in various languages, ac- 
cording to the circumstances of their hearers, w ilhout 
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premeditated study or imperfection of utterance. But 
tills last symbol had yet anot^/r^ and a more general, 
meaning ; for as fire w as used in the propitiatory sa- 
crifices for the consumption of the ofterings, the 
Spirit, by his teaching, purges the mind from earthly 
affections, gives liberty to the will, and illui^inatiou 
to the understanding. To be baptized witfi the 
floly Ghost and with fire, is to have the old man 
so (kstroyed within us, that the image of God maybe 
r<iicwed in oiir minds, and his law become the ruling 
princijile of our conduct. Thus the emblematic ap- 
pearance by* which the gift of tongues was introduced, 
hud u double signification, pointing out the fniraculoua 
manner in which the Gospel would be promulgated, 
and the powerful effects which it should have upon the 
hearts and lives of believers. The supernatural privi- 
leges and endowments which excited the wonder of the 
multitude at Jerusalem, have indeed long^since ceased ; 
but the operation of the Divine Spirit still continues, 
with equal efficacy, for the edification of the church 
and the sanctification of its members. Of this w^e 
are assured, that ** if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his so that an outward 
profession of the truth, and even a minute acquaint- 
ance with its principles, added to a great zeal for 
its advancement, will profit us nothing without “ the 
wasliing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.” Tit. ih\ 5. Our Lord thought proper 
to insist upon this truth in liis discourse with the 
Jewish professors who visited him at night, to en- 
quire into the particulars of his doctrine. ‘‘ Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit,” said Jesus 
to Nicodemus, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God by wiiicli the ruler w'as taught, that the 
mind and affections of the wisest of men must bo 
reheu'ed before he can be qualified to become a sub- 
ject of the Messiah; whose service . is perfect fi ce- 
dom. 
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DECEMBER THE EIGHTEENTH. 

THE COUNSEL OF GAMALIEL. 

Acts, V. 38, now I sajf unto you ^ ref rant 

from these men^ and let them alone : for if this 
counsel or this work be of wew, it will come to 
nought : but if it be of God f ye cannot overthrow 
it ; lest haply ye be found even to jiglu against 
God, 

We have here the language of a wise and prudent 
man, in an assembly of zealots; but what is more 
remarkable, the counsel of this judicious senator w as 
attended to by his brethren, though their scnlimenls 
were different, and they had little disposition eillu r 
to heir reason or to act with liberality. The in- 
iluehce of authority, however, sometimes produces 
moderation in the conduct of the most intemperatt ; 
and merit in high stations, is sure to command re- 
spect, even where men have no inclination to imitate 
the persons wliorn they admire. This is the reward 
of virtue, and the homage which it receives in an 
unbelieving age, iVorn those who Kaye no integrity 
themselves, but who would at least obtain the credit 
of esteeming superior wisdom and rectitude, and of 
living on terinst)f tVieudship w'lth persons of a dis- 
tinguished reputation. Such was the case in the 
present i Instance ; for when the council at .lerusaleui 
were irritated by the preaching of the Apostles,-and re- 
solved to put tliein to death, the mild, but ffrm, remon- 
strance' of one reasonable man diverted the bigots from 
their malevolent purpose. Gamaliel Was a Eharisee, 
and an expounder of the law ; in which capacity, as 
well as for his exemplary deportment, he was held 
in great reverence by the people. But the popula- 
rity wlijch he had acquired, was no more tlian wlrat 
lie justly deserved, both on account of his talents 
T 4 
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and his application of them ; for when such a man as 
the apostle Paul laid a stress upon his having been 
bred up at the feet of Gamalid^ it was a plain indi* 
cation of the merit of the tutor and of the gratitude 
of the pupil.. Of the wisdom of this celebrated 
teacher, however, no stronger proof could well be 
adduced than the advice which he gave tp the vio- 
lent party of his own persuasion ; when^ to pro* 
vent llie increase of a grovvirtg faith, thej were about 
to pass an iniquitous sentence against the preachers^ 
who liyd freely told them that ‘‘ they would obey 
Cod rather 'than man.” The rulers and instructors 
of the Jewish uation could not but confess that an 
astonishing miracle had been 'wrought by Peter and 
John, in healing a lame man at the Beautiful gate of 
the temple ; fur the fact was notorious to the whole 
city. But on that occasion the council deemed it 
prudent to dismiss the iVpostlcs, with a charge to 
cease from preaching to the people in the name of 
Jesus; which those faithful servants were so far 
from promising, that they honestly declared their 
icsoJutioii to persevere in the same course, as men 
^'ho had received an express command from God for 
that purpose. 'I ha’t they possessed this authority, 
which raised them ulmve the decrees and ordinances 
of human legislatures, with respect to matters of 
pure conscience and of a spiritual nature, was niaui- 
iVst by the extraordinary powers with which they 
were endowed. Aii assembly, lliercforc, which con- 
sisted of men who, by their religion and statutes, 
w ere bound to consider the povver of working of 
miracles ami tlie gift of prophecy, as evidences of u 
divine mission, were inexcusuble in condeiiuVing 
those who possessed those qiiaiiiicutions in a degree 
superior even to Moses. But so far were the ma- 
jority of the elders from recognizing a principle 
affecting the foundation of tliL-ir polity and re- 
ligion, that they took counsel to put the Apostles 
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to d^atb, while at the same time they acknowlegcd 
that actions had been performed by tliein which were 
beyond ail art, and the character of v\hich as clearly 
denoted the divine power as any that marked the 
works of the prophets of old. Gamaliel had dis- 
cernment enough to see this ; and, what was more, he 
had the candour to declare the conviction of his 
mind upon this important fact in the midst of the 
sanhedrim, though he was sensible that the rest of 
,the members were in . favour of violent measures^ 
Gamaliel had not only truth on his side; but, what 
was of c^ual moment in this case, he enjoyed the 
confidence of the peojde to such a degree, that they 
regarded him as an oracle; the council, jherelbie, 
were obliged to pay a tleference to his judgment^ 
whatever opinion they might luivc of his i easoviing.- 
The wonderful cures wrought at Jerusalem by the 
disciples, had attracted great admiration, and in- 
creased the number of believers ; so that to have 
destroyed twelve who were beneficial to their 
fellow-citizens, would of itscdl have been an odious pro- 
ceeding; but should i: have been known, that in doing 
this the government had acted in opposition to the 
decision, of the most venerable person among them^ 
it might have raised a general commotion. Such^ 
no doubt, were the feelings of the rulers and their 
motives, in yielding to the arguments of their asso- 
ciate; for the moderation which he recommended 
was far from .being agreeable to their eager tempers 
and vindictive ' principles. The reasoning of Ga- 
maliel was indeed most conclusive; for, nothing could 
be plainer than the inference, that if tlic faith 
which had occasioned so much alarm, were nojt of 
God, it would come to nought, destitute as it was 
of all luinian aid, and having no other inslruinonts 
for its propagation but a few poor, obscure, and 
i:aturally milettered men. It is evident that the 
works wi ought by the -Apostles had made a deep 
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{mprcssion upon this learned professor^ and that he 
M as at least disposed to consider them as the signs 
of some stupendous change which the Almighty was 
about to effect in the state of Israel, and the condi- 
tion of tlie moral world* Gamaliel, however, judi- 
ciously debated the matter in a w ay more likely to 
affect his hearers and to calm their apprehensions. 
He enforced his argument in behalf of forbearance 
and an attention to the movements of Providence, by 
illustrations drawn ffom circumstances within their 
own immediate recollection, of impostors who had 
occasioned •much disturbance, and yet they and their 
cause came to nothing. “ Refrain, therefore,” said 
he, from these men, and let them alone : for if 
this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought ; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow^ it, 
lest haply ye be found to fight against God.” With 
this advice the council complied, and thus the Divine 
goodness was made aipparent in the preservation of 
the A postles, by the interpositiQii of one w hose au- 
thority the rest of the rulers could not but respect ; 
while the public, when they became acquainted with 
his reasoning, must, from their habitual veneration 
of the man, have conceived a still more favourable 
regard for the persons whom be had protected. The 
counsel of Gamaliel contains an admirable lesson 
against rash judgment and uncharitable censure, with 
respect to the character of those who differ from us 
ill religious opinions. Rut it follows not, that be- 
cause we should be moderate iii our sentiments and 
liberal in our conduct towards all men, we ought 
also to be indifTereiit to their doctrines. Modera- 
tion in this sense would be criminal, as being a 
manifest indication of an indifference to the irutli; 

part of v\liich must be relinquished or modified 
out of complaisance to the feelings and persuasions 
of others. The firmness of the Apostles must be 
o;ur pattern in this respect ; and when we are called 
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upon by those who are the enemies of our faith to 
exercise liberality, which is in *uther words 'no more 
than to betray the cause we are bound to defend, it 
becomes u& to reply, in the language of the disciples 
to the Jewish assembly, Whether it be ri:;ht in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge" }e : for we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.” Acts, iv. IJJ, 2i0. 


DECEMBER THE NINETEENTH. 

THE DEATH OF STEPHEN. 

Acts, vii. 59 . — And they stoned Stephen^ calling 
upon God and sayings Lord Jesus ^ receive my 
spirit. 

The advice of Gamaliel produced peace, to. the 
church for a season, and gave the Apostles a con- 
siderable advantage in their ministry ; for \ve are 
told, that daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” 
But their cares increased by success; and the enjoy- 
ment of tranquillity, while it enlarged the sphere of 
their operation, occasioned, them some disquietude. 
In all human relations imperfections w'ill be found, 
and the best societies will sometimes be disturbed by 
jealousy and discontent. Thus it was in the infant 
church, where the means adopted to preserve har- 
mony had nearly caused violent contention and bitter 
strife. As the primitive believers wbrshipperl in one 
place, so they composed one fraternity, and had all 
things in common. The rich sold their possessions 
and brought the produce into the treasury, out of 
w hich the poor were supplied v idi necessaries, and 
by which the public tables, where all partook alike 
every day, were supported. Wlicn tlie number of 
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converts multiplied, the niatiageihent of these con* 
corns was in a great measure left to the discretion of 
persons, in whose fidelity full coitfidence was placed 
by the superiors of the coilgregation. But at length 
mistrust arose on the part of the Greek proselytes, 
who alleged that their widows w^ere neglected in the 
daily ministration. What cause there might be for 
this dissatisfaction does not appear ; but it show’s the 
piety which prevailed among these believers, that 
they did not so resent the partiality that wus mani- 
fested by the Jewish converts,, as to separate from 
the community on that account. Instead of quar- 
relling with their brethren, or objecting to the eco- 
nomy wliich had been instituted, these persons stated 
their grievances to (ho Apostles, who pursued a 
course that was well calculated to redress the com- 
plaint and to prevent its recurrence. At their desire 
the assembly chose seVeri men of esteemed character, 
who, being set apart by prayer and impositibii of 
hands, were entrusted with the direction of the tem- 
poral affairs of the society, and constituted assistants 
to the Apostles in the work of the ministry. The 
chief of these deacons was Stephen, of w hose coun- 
try and condition we have no account iti the Sacred 
H istory ; though, from his name and associates, it 
should seem that he was a Hellenist, by which was 
meant one who was a Jew in religion but a Gentile 
by descent. This conjecture is strengthened by the 
description of the enemies at whose instigation he re- 
ceived the crown of martyrdom. Tor the accom- 
modation of foreign believers who resorted to Jeru- 
salem, there w^ere numerous synagogues in that city, 
and among these the gifts of Stephen w'ere exercised 
with such power as to provoke the malicb of those 
who could not stand the force of his arguments. 
He was ‘‘ a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost;’* 
which character he sustained by Ins energy ip preach- 
ing the Gospel and confuting its gainsayers ; who, 
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vexed by the loss of stfdi a member and enraged 
by his eloquei^ce^ proceeded to accuse him before 
the council as a blasphemer, and one that endea- 
voured to subvert the government. In support of this 
charge they suborned witnesses, who represented 
tlje reasoning of Stephen on the extent of the 
Messiah’s kingdom, as an attempt to corrupt the 
loyalty of the people. This false accusation led the 
martyr to that line of defence which he advipted, of 
enumerating the principal facts of the Jewish liistory, 
from the calling of Abraham to the death of Christ, 
to whom the patriarchal and legal dispensations 
typically refeived, and whose coming was foretold 
by the prophets. Irritated by this evangelical appli- 
cation of their records, the council \ v \io hesitation 
in condemning Stephen, according .o the form of 
execution ordained in the Mosaic law against blas- 
phemers ; which is a proof that the Jewish , nation 
still retained the power of punishing the tmnsgressors 
of their own laws, even iii capital cases. How un- 
worthy they were of this privilege, and how justly 
they f('ll under l!?:*: judgment which speedily de- 
prived tliein of all political power, w'as apparent in 
the behaviour of this assembly of persecutors, wdio 
laid aside the):*ravity of the judicial character, to vent 
their fury upi>n a person for dilFcring from them 
upon a question that required the most deliberate 
investigation. Tlie outrage became more violent 
when tlie prisoner declared, that he saw the opened 
heavens, and the Son of Man, standing at the 
right hand of he members of the council 

were at no loss in comprehending the meaning of the 
martyr; for what he said corresponded wdth the 
answer which our Lord gave to the adjuration of 
the liigh-pricst, wliu dcnuuided whelher he was the 
Messiah. “ I. am,” was the reply ; and ye shidl 
jsiH* the Son of Man sitling on the right hand of 
Power, and coming’ in' the clouds of heaven.” Mark, 
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xiv. 6(2. lliese doctors were not so ignorant of 
their religion as to understund these expressions in 
any other sense than that of assuming/- on the part of 
Jesus, the attributes of Dninity. They knew that 
the Son of iVJ an denoted the incarnate Word, and 
that the right harvd of Power was his peculiar dignity, 
as the Saviour of his people, their Mediator, and their 
King. I’his they knew because it occurred repeat- 
edly in their prophetic books, and particularly iu 
that collection ' of byuihs which constituted their 
liturgy; and in which they met with this sublime 
represcntalidh, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit 
thou at niy right hand, until 1 make thine enemies 
thy footstool.” Ps. cx. 1. When Stephen, there- 
fore, aflirmed that he had a clear view of that Majesty, 
his judges were sensible that he ascribed to Jesus the 
honour due unto, the Sou of the Blessed, and they 
iniinediately rushed upon the Saint with the utmost 
violence, for having transferred the glory of the Divi- 
nity to one who had been crucided. This was the pre- 
tended blasphemy for which the holy confessor suf- 
fered; and, to put the matter out of all doubt, he died 
proclaiming aloud his faith in the essential deity of 
his Master, to whom he committed his soul in the 
moment of his martyrdom, invocating and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Our translators have 
injudiciously inserted the word, God, in this prayer, 
contrary to the letter of the original, which is oikj 
entire address , to the Divine inhabitant of the 
Schechinah, wiiose transcendent glory was mani- 
fested to the disciple, for his own comfort and the 
edification of his church. Here the Saviour ap- 
peared in the same splendour with which he was 
clothed . when the prophet Isaiah beheld his glory, ' 
and spake of him, saying, Mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts.” Ch. vi. 5. Thus Stephen 
sealed w'ilh his blood the truth which he defended in 
the synagogues and maiutained bd'ore the council ; 
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but Jthe effects of this doctrine were farther displayetl 
in the benignity of his disposition and tlie charitable 
return which he made to his enemies, for whom he 
prayed in his last agonies, Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge.^' So died the first martyr of the Chris- 
tian church, imitating the Redeemer* in his resigna- 
tion and benevolence, as he Iiad endeavoured to 
copy him in the ardour of his zeal and the purity of 
his conversation. Wherefore, seeing we are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of -witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth most easily beset us, and let us hm wiili pa- 
tience the race that is set ^before us, looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who, 
for the joy that was set before him, endured the 
cross, devsplsiiig the shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.’^ Heb. xii. 1, 2* 


DECEMBER THE TWENTIETH. 

THE ETHIOPIAN CONVERT* 

Acts, viii. — And he went on hh xcay rejoicing, 

The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church, 
and ti e s orms raised for the destruction of the truth 
have iilways contributed to its advancement. Thus 
it was when the enemies of righteousness exulted 
over the reniains of the blessed Stephen ; for, while 
that unnatural triumph increased their fury against 
the Gosj»el, many of the disciples -were in conse- 
quence driven for shelter into the neighbouring states, 
where they preached the word with abundant success. 
Ainung those who v\ere compelled to lea\e Jerusa- 
lem was Philip, one of the seven deacons; iroin 
whence w:e learn, that as it is no^)art of the Chris- 
tian’s duty to ruu into danger, so it behoves him to 


'448 


THK ETHIOPIAN GONVERT.- 


consult prudence for his, personal safety in the time 
of trouble. Accordingly Philip, finding that his 
services were limited by the persecution, retired to 
Samaria, w here he had ample liberty to exercise his 
gifts, and the satisfaction of seeing his labours re- 
paid with a joy ful harvest. While he was thus em- 
ployed ill a fruitful field, he received the Divine 
command to go ihto the desert; and though tlie 
reason of the injunction was kept from his know- 
lege, the faiihful minister made no scruple of com- 
pliance, but^ arose and went as he was directed. To 
him who studies the will of God in all things, no 
precept is severe, even when it calls for great exer- 
tions and the sacrifice of many enjoyments. Philip 
had, no doubt, formed some tender connexions in Sa- 
maria; yet he did not stop to take leave of his friends, 
but hastened with alacrity to discharge his duty, in 
pious submission to the order of Providence. On 
arriving at the place appointed be beheld the equi- 
page of a traveller, whose appearance indicated that 
lie was one of no ordiiiaiy rank. This person was 
the high-tieasurer of Ethiopia, retuniing from Jeru- 
salem to his own country ; but the man of God, 
with the characteristic humility of true piety, kept 
at a dibtaiice from the train, being neither curious to 
inquire into the condition of the nobleman, nor am- 
bitious of courting his acquaintance. In obedience, 
how'ever, to the same authority which guided him 
froiri Samaria, Philip drew near to the chariot, where 
he perceived the stranger reading the prophecy of 
Isaiah. A statesman so devoting his leisure hours 
must, even at that period, have been an agreeable 
spectacle to the serious observer. In our times such 
a sight would perhaps produce different sensations ; 
and though it is not to be expected that men of high 
rank should render themselves conspicuous by read- 
ing the Bible in their carriages, they may leant, al 
least, from this example to make an edifying use of 
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tlieir lime, and in particular to respect religion by 
their public deportment, lliis Ethiopian nobleman 
undertook a perilous journey for tlie purpose of wor- 
shipping God. at Jerusalem ; and on his return he 
exercised himself in the Holy Oracles, with an 
ardent desire to become acquainted with their mean- 
ing and application. But in an age when the Gos- 
pel has irradiated both hemispheres, those who 
should be careful in setting a laudable example to 
others, treat religion as if it was designed only for 
political convenience, or calculated to kepp the low’cr 
orders in a state of regularity, ilqnce it is that 
the day which has been set apart to the worship of 
tliG Most High, i\nd the cessation from labour, is 
chosen in Christian countries as the most convenient 
season for travelling. One consequence of this pro- 
fanation of the divine institution has been, as is usual 
in all cases where the influence of the great pre- 
vails, that the abuse of the sabbath has descended 
from the upper ranks to the lowest; so that our 
public roads present no other distinction in the se- 
veral days of the week t^n this, that the one w hich 
ought to carry most signs of outward reverence, 
wears the greatest appearance of dissipation. With 
such persons, it is to be feared^ ancient instances of 
piety wdil have but little effect, especially when the 
uniform example of the highest earthly order, though 
shining among us for above half a century, has failed 
to correct the evil, or to inspire us with the love of 
religion for the sake of its benefits. The high- 
treiisure^ of Ethiopia was not more careful (^f his 
time and anxious for its improvement, than he was 
courteous to strangers and thankful for information. 
When Philip heard liim read that affecting chapter 
of Isaiah, in which the sufferings of the Alossiah are 
minutely described, he said, Understundosf thou 
what thou readcst V* Such a question w'ould to 
.some haughty minds have savoured of rudeness, 
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ticiilarly in one of the preacher’s mean appearance. 
But the nobleman received it with great compla- 
cency, and replied, How can 1, except some man 
would guide me He was not ashamed to confess 
his iguoraiice, eveu to a passenger of low condition ; 
and perceiving by the manner of Philip, that he 
was conversant with the subject which at that tijne 
interested bis feelings, he desired him to take a place 
in thc chariot. There die zealous disciple preached 
the Gospel, by applying to Jesus Clirist the whole 
of. that prc^ihetic picture, about which the noble- 
man was so desirous of iiifonnatioii. Ihe evau- 
gelictd expositor did not suppress any pari, of the 
truth for fear of gwing oftcnce to his auditor ; and 
the prime minister of Etliiojiia*' was so far from 
being shocked with the description of a cruci- 
fied Saviour, that he eagerly solicited baptisin, and 
embraced the doctrine of the cross with gratitude. 
Like the merchant in the parable, w'ho had travelled 
far in the search of eternal life, he rejoiced on find- 
ing the pearl of great price ; and though it required 
the sacrifice of. every other hope of acceptance, for the 
faith of Christ as thcr Lamb slain from the foinida- 
lion of the world, he made no hesitation, but re- 
ceived that salvation with gUidness, w liich w as . ‘‘ a 
stumbling-block to the Jcav, and to the Greek 
foolish ness.” On bis return to his own country this 
gracious convert distinguished himself as a zealous 
preacher of the religion of Jesus; and became the 
founder of a church, which subsists, though greatly 
fallen from its original simplicity, to the present 
day. Thus was realized that prediction which stands 
connected with the description of the sufFcripg Be- 
dceiner, in the prophecy that, engaged the ullenlion 
of this emiuent person : Enlarge the place of thy 
tent, and let tliem stretch forth the curtains of thine 
habitations ; spare not, lengthen thy cords, and 
strengthen thy stakes : for thou shult break forth on 



THE CONVERSION OF PAUL. 431 

the right hand and on the left ; and ihy seed shall in- 
herit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to b®* 
inhabited.” Is. liv. % S. 


DECEMBER THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL. 

Acts, ix. 20. — Jnd straighticay he preached Christ in 
the synagogues, that he is the ^on cf God. 

This remarkable history is a striking illustration of 
the view of l^rovidcnce drawn by the Psalmist, 
Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee : the re- 
mainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.” Ps. Ixxvi. 10. 
If the evil passions of men are suffered to spread 
terror in the world, and to multiply the troubles of 
the righteous, there is a power secretly following 
their violent career, and turning the whole to th® 
Divine glory, and the benefit :pf distant ages. When 
the Jewish rulers were resolved to destroy the Apos- 
tles, the advice of Gamaliel diverted them from their 
purpose ; and thus the goodness of God was made ma- 
nifest in preserving the lives of his witnesses till they 
should havOi finished the work to which they were 
called. ' This traiR^ujl season was improved to the 
organization of the cimrch and the instruction of its 
members, particularly of those who were to be em- 
ployed in the propagation of the Gospel . But the in- 
crease of converts excited the jealousy of the unbe- 
lievers, whose thirst of blood was ‘enrage"d rather than 
satiated by the martyrdom of Stephen. ' Desponding 
minds would have been ready to give up all foj* lost 
when the infant society was assailed by numerous 
eneniies, armed with power, who entered private- 
houses, and dragged to prison all who were su«jxu:tt*d 
®f being the disciples of Christ. The Apostles indeed 
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rcnraiued, but ihe community gatliered bjr thdr la» 
hours, appeared to have been dissolved vvrthout any 
pro?:pc.ct of a restoration ; and ^yet all this, winch in 
tlic jiul^incnt of short-sighted man rendered the 
cause of religion hopeless, proved the reverse : for, 
Avhilc the tempest raged in Judea, the truth made it^ 
way into the adjacent coiuitrics ; and when measures 
were adopted to extend the persecution to other parU, 
Divine VVisdom chose the instrument (employed for 
that purpose, as the most proper minister to make 
known the vdigion of Jesus among the f J entiles. The 
active agent in these jjroccedings was Saul, a native 
of Tarsus, but a Hebrew both on the side of his father 
and his mother, liis profession was that of a Phaii- 
eeci and he did ho:iour to the sect by his abilities and 
integrity; but Ins temper Was ardent, and his ieal for 
the Mosaic ins) itutions so vehement, that, unlike his 
master Gamaliel, he conceived it to be his duty to 
punish ail innovators wuth the utmost sevci ity. As 
this young man took pait in the death of Stephen, he 
was probably present at the examination of the mar- 
tyr, whose defence he must have heard ! but neither 
that, nor the fortitude displayed by the saiut in his last 
inoniehts, produced any other effect on the mind of 
Saul Uran an eager desire to extirpate all who profess- 
ed the Christian faiths In every other respect his 
character was irreproachable, and throughout the 
whole of his outrageous course’ he acted with a perfect 
consciousness of being right; thus affording a proof, 
that sincerity w’ill not give a man acceptance- with 
God, when be has neglected the means of salvation,, 
and set himself in opposition to the truth. Should it 
be asked, in what his. error consisted, the answer is ob- 
vious ; in not attending dispassionately to the evidence!^ 
of tire Gospel, but trusting to hisown judgment with- 
out inquiry, or exercising liberality to those who dif- 
fered from him in opinion. But if thisf conduct \yns^ 
I'lilpable ill one who possessed the advantages of 
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ieaniu^gi and whose duty it was to seek information 
with candoMr^ the opposition of Saul was a virtue 
when compared with tlie treacliery of those who en- 
deavour to undermine the Christian J'aith, while they 
aifcct to admire its moral excellence. 'Ihe iniidelity 
ot these persons sets the seal of obduracy upon their 
hearts and understandings; but the unbelief of Saul 
did not arise, like theirs, from a hatred of religion, 
and therefore he became a monument of the Divine 
mercy. In his zeal to root out the Gospel he seems 
to have outstripped the ardour of the coiinpil ; for, on 
hearing that some believers had taken shelter at Dfi- 
mascus, he solicited and obtained a commission from 
the high-priest to make a search in that city after the 
disciples of Jesus, and to bring them bound to Jeru- 
salem. But on the way be was arrested by a supefior 
pow'er, which bursj from lieaven with an awful splen- 
dour at noou-day. While the company lay prostrate, 
a voice from the heavenly glory addressed the chief in 
terms of gentle remonstrance; and when Saul replied, 
Who art thou, Lord ?” he received this answer, I 
am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.’^ Now this could 
be no illusion of the imagination, for the circumstance 
happened on a public road at an hour when the minds 
of men are busily engaged ; and the phenomenon had 
the most unexceptionable witnesses, for they were de- 
voted to the service of tlie Sanhedrim, and were ad- 
verse to the religion of Jesus* There was then no de» 
ception in the case ; for the leader of the party became 
blind by the effulgence ; and though lightning might 
produce that effect, it vvas not the character of the 
man to mistake the sound of thunder for a human voice. 
Saul beard himself called by name, and an explicit de- 
claration followed, in which jthe Divine Speaker made 
known his dignity and the intent of his appearance. 
The Inhabitant of that light which surrounded the bush 
in Horeb for the purpose of appointing Moses to the 
direction of Israel, now revealed himself to the perae*- 
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cutor of the church, that he might be qualified to bear 
testimony to the truth. Even the temporary loss of 
his sight had a symbolical allusion to his own mental 
blindness, and to the spiritual darkness that was to be 
dispelled by his labours. It . w'as the constant lan- 
guage of this chosen vessel, that he had nothing in 
which he could boast, but that all the knowledge he 
possessed of the mystery of redemption w-as the gift 
of God, that he miglit preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ.’’ Eph. iii. 8; As, 
therefore, Us conversion had a particular object, it was 
attended with extraordinary circumstances, which have 
nothing to do with the general dealings of God to- 
wards sinners, who are left to the improvement of the 
means of grace under the ministry of the Word, Still 
this history is full of comfort and instruction, showing 
the goodness of the Saviour in turning threatened evils 
to tite benefit of those who put their trust in his 
mercy ,* while the deportment of the converted perse- 
cutor affords an instance of the povs^erful change wliicli 
the Gospel produces in tlie hearts and lives of men. 
The furious zealot who left Jerusalem with rage 
against Jesus and his followers, entered Damascus a 
sincere penitent ; and the next account \ve hear of him 
is this, Behold, he prayetli.”* It is not to be sup- 
posed that one so strict in the Jewish religion bad hi- 
therto lived a stranger to the forms of devotion ; the 
contrary indeed is evident from the Apostles’ ow'ti ac- 
count, and iherefoi'e w hat is here related of him must 
be considered ns referring to the matter of his prayer, 
and not to the nrere exercise itself. lie was now 
made to feel his sinfulness, and his want of that sal- 
vation which he had zealously opposed. This brought 
him upon his knees, and humbled him before God 
W'ith sup|dicati(Jiis‘for pardon, a clearer know lege of 
the Divine will, and grace to direct him in his future 
course. Such w^as die conversion of this distinguished 
person, wlio after wasting the church by his violence^ 
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extended its borders by his labours, and sealed the 
truth with his blood, confirming his own declaration, 
for tins cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might show forth all long suffering for u paN 
tern to ibein which should hereafter believe on him tO 
life everlasting.” 1 Tim. i. 16. 


DECEMBER THE TWENTY-SECOND. 

CIIAUACTEIl OP CORNELIUS. 

Acts, X. 1, 2. — There was a certain man in Cesarea, 
called Cornelius, a centurion of the baud called 
the Italian band, a devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his home, which gave much 
alms to the people, and prayed to Godalway, 

Some wdl-nieaning persons have pronounced all 
warfare to be unlawful ; and without iiiakiiig any al- 
lowance for the constitution of human nature, or the 
rights of mankind, lluy have condemned tlie military 
profession as being inconsistent with the Christian 
character. But so long as the world shall be made 
up of separate communities, jealousies and feuds will 
arise between neighbouring states, which no adminis- 
tration, however pacific, can allay without force. 
The w eak will sometimes be injured by the strong, 
and the honest will be circumvented by the crafty. It 
is the duty, therefore, of all governments to make use 
of the means which they possess for the protection of 
their subjects ; and the neglect to do this w'oiild be u 
violation of the institution, and the prelude to anarchy 
and dissolution. Our Divine Legislator lias made no 
alteration in the civil construction of society ; and 
while his system infuses the principles of truth and 
Justice into all the relations of life, it leaves to men 
their national peculiarities^ professions, and iiiinmni- 
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ties. Hie Gospel is so far from proscribing war in a 
just cause^ that the sacred writers have illustrated the 
various branches of Christian duty by imagery drawn 
from the operations of contending armies, the exer- 
cise of destructive weapons, and the conflicting ener- 
gies of animated combatants. Such comparisons 
would not have been made, if the use of the sword was 
in all cases, and without any exception, forbidden ; for 
exhortatioiiis to holiness, and the cultivation of the ac- 
tive virtues, are iiever clotlied in phraseology borrow’ed 
from unlawful pursuits. As, therefore, the business 
of war, however painful it may be, is necessary, so is 
the military vocation honourable and agreeable to the 
ordinances of God, of which many proofs might be 
given from the catalogue of worthies, who through 
faith subdued kingdoms,, wrought righteousness, ob- 
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were *made strong, waxed valiant in 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” Heb. 
xi. ^ But that which ought to be considered as 
decisive in this case, is the authority of our Saviour, 
who thus expressed his admiration of a Roman com- 
mander: ‘‘ Verily 1 say unto you, I have not found so 
great faith,. no, not in Israel.” Our Lord. did not re- 
quire of this man that he should relinquish his calling, 
but he sent him away w'ith the grant of his petildoii, 
and a commendation of Iiis piety. This surely is a 
high testimony in favour of the military character, 
and fully sufiicient to show its consistency with the 
most exalted faith and the tendercst sentiments. But 
there is another instance still more deserving of our 
observation, because it is one that relates in an especial 
manner to the opening of the gate of lif^ to the Gen- 
tile world. It w^as ordained that the covenant of peace 
should be made known to all men without the dis- 
tinction of circumcision and uncircumcision; but this 
design w'as imperfectly understood by the Apostles; 
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and even Peter, to whom the key3, according to the" 
iigurative language of prophecy, were imparted for 
this purpose, liad ' no idea of the privilege till the 
time came for the discharge of his commission. The 
person chosen to be the forerunner of the Gentiles 
ill the reception of the Holy Ghost was a Roiiian of- 
ficer, at the military station of Cesarea. Of the 
achievements of Cornelius we liave no memorial ; but 
the portrait drawn of him by the Spirit of Truth raises 
him above all the splendour of military renown. We 
are told that he w'as a devout man not merely a 
good moral character, but one that feared God with 
all his house. As a soldier, he was careful to keep 
up^good discipline in his family ; but what was more, 
be enforced the rules which he laid down by his owm 
practice. Cornelius was an eKact observer of the 
hours of prayer ; and to that exercise he added the 
duly of fasting, in conformity to the ritual of the Jew- 
ish religion, to which he was a convert. This good 
mail was also distinguished by his ciiarity, for he gave 
much alms to the people not out of ostentation, 
or to gain their good will, but from a principle of 
gratitude to the Author of liis mercies, by whose grace 
he had been called out of heatlien darkness to the 
knowlege of the trutli. It is not to be supposed that 
one so pious could be ignorant of the Scriptures, a^id 
consequently he must have been acquainted with the 
promise of the Messiah, and of the blessings to be 
w rought out by him for the redemption of mankind. 
That he was one of those devout nieq who looked 
for salvation at this time, may be inferred from 
the address of tlie angel, Cornelius, thy prayer is 
heard.” This is the Scriptural language for a gra^ 
cioiis return to some particular request; and what that 
petition was in the present case appears in the direc- 
tion, Send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, 
whose surname is Peter : he lodgeth with one Simon, 
a taniier, whose house is by the sea-side : he shall tell 
VOL. in. u 
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^thee what thou oiightest to <)o/’ It is therefore evU 
dent that this extraordinary man’s request had for its 
object the knowlege of eternal life, which he sought 
Avitb incessant application to the Fountain of Wisdom ; 
and when he w as told by wdiat means the information 
he desired was to be obtained, he made no delay, but 
sent oif instantly two of his servants aud a devout 
soldier, to Joppa,^ as he was. directed. In the mean 
time the Apostle was favoured with an emblematic 
vision setting before him the cessation of those dis- 
tinctions which had for so many ages divided the se- 
veral branches of the human family from each other. 
But the blood of the universal Sacrifice . was now 
poured forth for the cleansing of all nations, and 
therefore it was high time that the mounds and bar- 
riers which kept the healing stream from its destined 
purpose should be removed. The privilege of com- 
mencing this great w^ork was given to Peter; and to 
prepare him for the exercise of it, he was instructed 
by a symbolical representation, showing that to the 
Gentiles also was granted repentance unto life.” On 
his arrival at Cesarea the Apostle was received with 
the greatest reverence by Cornelius, who had gathered 
his friends together in the true spirit of piety, that they 
might partake the blessed information which the ser- 
vant of God bad to communicate. Peter found an 
attentive and willing audience ; and thus the kingdom 
c^Heaven was opened to the Gentiles by his ministry, 
and the sealing of tlie Holy Ghost. The first who 
^tered were Itoman soldiers, thereby figuring the suc- 
cess which the Gospel should obtain throughout the ex- 
tent of that mighty empire w hose power w^as felt over 
t^e known world. The . progress of the conquerors 
xnade way for the milder, but more durable-, dominion 
of the King of Righteousness, under whose govern- 
ment/* there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek ; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
l^t call upon him.” Rom«x. 12. 
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DECEMBER THE TWENTY-THIRD. 

PEUVERANCE of peter. 

Actflji XU. 15.— r/iew said they, It is his angel. 

T'he contemplative mind, judging from \rhat takes 
place in the present state, will readily believe that the 
scale of ititeiligence ascends in the same proportion 
that the chain of being is seen to graduate from the 
human intellect down to the lowest state of percep<* 
tion. He, therefore, who pursues this cdhsideration 
%vith a grateful sense of the goodness displayed in the 
government of the universe, will not easily adopt the 
hypothesis of materialism, or say with the Sadducee of 
old and the philosophical sceptic of modern times, 
there is neither angel nor spirit.’’ On the contrary, 
he will be led to think that there is a close coiinexioiii 
between the visible and invisible w*orlds, similar to the 
dependence of one part of nature upon another; so 
that, while all act with |>erfect freedom, they are sus- 
ceptible of an external impul^, the reason of which 
they cannot comprehend. Tliis idea, which is ren- 
dered probable by alt the discoveries of physical sci- 
ence, receives full confirmation from the Sacred 
Writings, where we learn the particulars of thateco.*^ 
nomy which subsists in the order of creature;^ above 
us as far as concerns our immediate interest, for the 
purpose of animating us in the way of duty, and of 
supporting us in the time of trouble. Here we are in- 
, formed fiiat the hosts of God are as benevolent as 
they are numerous, that they excel in strength, and are 
continually employed in services of love to the heirs 
of salvation. Notwitbstaikling their exalted condition 
and capacious powers, the angels take a delight in 
studying the mysteiy of man’s redemption ; and the 
highest authdrity h^ assured us that there is joy 
among them when one sinner upon earth repenteth.” 

V 2 
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Ttiat tlicse glorious spirits can, upon extraordinary 
occaetous, render themseKes visible and audible to our 
perceptions, is proved by nuina ous facts; and the man 
that is bold enough to deny the reality of such ap- 
pearairccs because he cannot account for them by any 
known prinoipics, has little claim to respect either for 
his wisdom or his piety. The Scriptures abound with 
relations of angelical visits, which can neither be 
controverted nor explained away without attacking the 
credit of revelation, and sinking it to the rank of ler 
gendary tradition. Ilut if the notion be admitted^ that 
all the accounts of such manifestations are no more 
dian iigurative embellishments, or the representation 
of ideal impressions ontitcniind, the consequence will 
he, tliat we can have no, certainty of the facts with 
which they are connected. In tliis case, tlie agony of 
our Lord, his resurrection from the dead, and his as- 
cension to heaven, may be classed among knaginary 
scenes; for in each of these events, the appearance of 
angelical beings, was clearly marked and defined. Of 
the visible agency of Uicse intelligences, and their in- 
terest in the affairs of men, we have a particular de- 
scription ill the history of the Apostle Peter, who 
being cast uvto prison by Herod Agrip)>a, had nothing 
in view but the same kind of death which that tyrant 
had a little before inflicted on James, the brother of 
John, 'rhe dungeon w'as strong, and well guarded by 
a body of soldiers, two of wbUm were stationed in the 
same rooni with the prkoner. But on live night pre- 
ceding the appointed time of execution, a blaze of 
glory lilledihe place, and a heaveidy Power aw akened 
tiie Apostle, whose irons fell off, and he followed his 
guide to the gates of the prison, which opened of their 
own aecoadi aiwl when Peter was completely at li- 
berty; the ai*ige] de|rajted from him. ^iovW in all this 
tlicr^ could iK^ither be any contrivance nor dj^cep-. 
tion.: for the guards ran too great u risk to peirniit au 
^cape, and there were too many of tiiem to be un- 
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|>osedupoi1 by any artifice. Nor was it possible for 
the .prisoner himself to be deceived in what he saw 
and heard for tiie celestial messenger by whom he 
was roused from his sleep, enjoined him to put on his 
sau.dals. and his vest, and thou conducted him to tlie 
open p^rt of tlie city. ^V4I this was certainly beyond the 
power of imagination to{>erfon¥i'; and had there been no 
real angel in the business, we should have read of none 
in the history; for the evangelical writers were remark- 
ably studious of simplicity, and avoided every kind of 
figurative ornament in their narrations. When Peter 
was convinced that this was no illusion ot* the fancy ^ 
he repaired to the house where ihe Ln'etliren were as»- 
sembled, but the servant being astonisln^d at his ap- 
peai'ance ran in, without opening the gate, to inform 
tlie company. The account which she brought seemed 
80 incredible^ that the whole congregation treated it as ‘ 
a mad person’s dream-; but when the damsel per-^ 
sisted in the troth of what she reported, they 
nited their language, aud said; It is bis angel.” 
This is bn$ of fhe few parages upon which the notion 
jbas heei^founded, that every man has a guardian spirit 
allotted to him at his birth, by whose suggestions ha 
is preserved from mischief and directed to good, till 
by his own folly and the arts of the tempter he for* 
feits the blessing, and loses those helps which he had- 
ncither the grace to appreciate, nor the virtue to 
improve. j^t this conceit, wliicii takes equally 
from the freedom of the human mind and the digit ily 
of the celestial orders, is contrary to the course of 
Providence in the varieties of being that come vvilhin 
our cognizance. All that the Scriptures aflirin on the 
subject of the connexion between mortals and iminor* 
tuls, is this : that the latter take a lively interest in 
whatever epneerns our spiritual welfare ; and that, in 
many iuKlaiices, they are specially emj)loyed in avert- 
ing evil and delivering men from danger. 'I hey are also 
observers of our actions, and they assist at our vvor- 
u J ^ 
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'shipping assemblies; so that this coifsideratioh steuld. 
make us circumspect in our dejportmcnt, knpwmg 
that we are in -the prejsence of those beings^ with 
w'hom^ if we study to be like tbem^ we shall one day 
be associated. When the disciples said to the dgmsel^ 
who maintained that she had beard the voice of 
Peter, ‘‘ It is his angel,’* they either supposed tliat this 
was one of thoSe ministering spirits who were occa- 
sionally sent to comfort tlie church below; or, as is 
far more probable, they took it to be the departed 
soul of the apostle himself^ now become an angclof 
'God. The last is the most obvious construction. of 
the passage : for at this time the believers were in 
great trouble about the fate of their friend, who they 
knew was doomed to suffer death within a few hours. 
It was iiatural, therefore, for them, on bearing the re- 
port of the sei vant, to imagine first that her senses 
had deceived Her ; and when they found that this was 
not the case, it was equally natural for them to ex- 
claim, ‘‘ It is his angel, or apparition ” TJhe^persons 
who were now gathered together for the purpose of 
prayer to the great Head of the church, w^ereliot igno- 
rant that the disembodied spirits of the saints are num- 
bered with tlie hierafcliics of glory ; for so their Divine 
Master bad taught them, when, in refutation of the 
Saddiicenn infidelity, he said of his redeemed ones, 
Neither can they die any more, for they are equal 
unto the angels, and are* the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection/’ Luke,' xx. 36. 
While this history gives us encouragement to rely,, in 
every difficulty, Upon the wisdom Of Providence, 
knowing that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, jhe incident teaches us likewise 
to remember those who are in distress, that they may 
be delivered out of their troubles, and enabled to bear 
them with fortitude ; for "the effectual fervrint prayer 
of a righteous pian availeth much.” James, v« l6. 
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DECEMBER THE TWENTY.FOURTH. 

PAUL AND BARNABAS. 

Actk^ XV. 39. — And the contention was so sharp be- 
tween themy that ihetf departed asunder one from 
the other. 

Perfectidn is not in nian, nor in any of liis 
works, in many things we ofTeiid ail; and this ro* 
flection on human infirmity sliould beget in us charity 
towards others, and a humble opinion of ourselves. 
The most exalted saints, whose characters are deline* 
ated in the pages of truth, liad their defects, and fell 
into serious errors of conduct, which are faithfully re- 
corded for pur caution and direction. No attempts 
are made by the sacred historians to gloss over the 
imperfections of the early disciples and founders of 
the church ; but, on the contrary, their timidity and 
want of fai A, their jalousies and contentions, are mi- 
nutely stated.: so little did the followers of Christ 
seek to advance tlieir reputation, or that of the do'o 
ti'ine which they preached, by setting up faultless ex- 
amples as proofs of its efficacy. Of this scrupulous' 
fidelity an instance occurs in the apostolical history, 
which having been written under the inspection of St. 
Paul, by one of his most intimate companions, must 
have received bis entire approbation. That eminent 
servant of God was associated with Barnabas in the 
work of the ministry, by Divine appointment ; and 
their labours were crowned with great success in va- 
rious parts. But when Paul proposed to his col- 
league a second journey, for the purpose of confirm- 
ing the churches which they had planted, a dissension: 
arose between them with respect to the choice of. an 
assistant. They were alike zealous to advance the 
common cause, and had an equal love for the believers 
who w'ere called to the truth by their, jn-eacbiug ; but 
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^padi possessed a particular attachment and opiriiori^ 
^hicb he was iinwilUng to relinquish ; and the more 
the question was discussed, the wider the breach be- 
came; for Barnabas was determined, of resolutely bent, 
upon taking with thorn John, whose surname. was 
Mark, which Paul objected to, because this disciple, 
on a former occasion, had left them in the midst of 
their labours. It is, tlierefore, by no^ means dillicult 
to ascertain on wbicli side the fault lay in this unplea- 
sant dispute : for though the Apostle of the. Gentiles 
appears to have been warm and positive in the busi* 
ness, he iiad'^cvideiitly strong reasons for his opposition, 
since it was grounded upon the experience of Mark’s 
want of steadiness, and an apprehension that a person 
wlip bad once failed to support his frifsnds in their 
work, might be tempted to do it again. The objec- 
tion of Paul, therefore, proceeded from motives of 
pritdence, and a due regard to the public welfare. 
Barnabas, on the contrary^ it is to be feared, w as go- 
verned by more contracted principles : for the com- 
panion whom he chose was his sister’s son, and this 
affinity seems to have fixed the resolution of the good 
man, and to have rendered him so obstinate as to pre- 
fer a separation from his colleague rather than give up 
a point of comparatively little importance. From the 
, language of the narrative we may clearly perceive which 
party w as most contentious ill this business : for wdiile 
Barnabas'^ determined” that John should go with them, 
Paul tliougbt it not good or advisable to take him, 
at the same time assigning candidly his reasons for 
having formed that unfavourable opinion. But argu- 
ments and facts availed nothing where an undue par- 
tiality on the one side, and perhaps some little resents 
meiit on the other, prevented both friends from adopt- 
ing a conciliatory measure. Barnabas having the w'eak- 
est cause, r was, as is always the case, most vehement : 
and Paul, whose ardent temper was such that he could 
scarcely endure any want of zeal in others, judged, per- 



FAUL AND BARNABAS. 4'Oi ' 

Baps, a little iQore severely of Mark than the young 
inaD really deserved. 'J'hus, as in all points where per- 
sonal* feeling and the passions of inen are sutTeied to 
prevail on questioosof a public interest, the contention 
jgrew high ; atid these two bright ornaments of the 
clmfdi, who had moved in one sphere together 
for some years,^ with equal glory to themselves and 
benefit to the community, parted asunder/' But 
it is observable that this separation was oyer-ruled 
to the benefit of the Gospel, which became more 
generally di (fused by the divided labours of these 
excellent persons, who, vsilh all thtlr imperfec- 
tions, w'ere animated by the same desire to make 
known the unsearchable riches of Christ among the 
Gentiles. They differed only in the choice of means 
for accomplishing the great object which was nearest 
to their hearts ; and though they departed asunder one 
.from the other, they neither slackened in their efforts, 
nor made any alteration in doctrine, worship, or disci- 
pline. Though Barnabas and Mark, Paul and Silas, 
took different directions, they would all of them have 
shuddered at the thoughts of causing any dissension 
in the church, which is tl^e body of Christ. While, 
therefore, this history teaches us to avoid all occa- 
sions of contention, and inculcates the duty of yield- 
ing to each other in matters of mere indifference, it 
does at the same time point out no less forcibly the 
obligation which all Christians are under, of holding 
the faith with firmness, and of promoting it with 
diligence. The incident before us shows, that as hu- 
man nature remains imperfect in the best of men, it 
becomes us to watch over pur tempers wiili vigilance, 
and to make every allowance for the sweakuess of our- 
brethren, agreeable to. tbe advice of the .Apostle ; 
** Let us follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another.”' Koni. 
xiv. 
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DECEMBER . THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 

PAUL PREACHING AT ATHENS. 

Acts, xvii. .3p . — And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at, but, now commandeth all men 
every zchere to repent. 

JHow far it was possible for human reason to go in 
the discovery of religious truth, might be seen in the 
variety of opinions taught by the ancient philoso- 
phers, and the number of temples erected in honour 
of imaginary deities. If that object could have been 
ascertained any where, Athens was the most likely 
])Iace in the world to have satisfied the inquirer ; for 
here learning had fixed her seat, and all that art 
could perform or ingenuity devise, combined to gra- 
tify the taste and to exercise the judgment. But 
the $tate of morals and religion in this school of 
science was such as to afford an illustration of the 
remark, that ‘‘ the w'orid by wisdom, knew not 
<iod.” The num^r of divinities' was prodigious, 
and yet new ones were continually added to the 
catalogue, some presiding over the elements and 
others regulating the seasons ; one order interposing 
in the affairs of men, and another taking care of in- 
ferior animals : the very passions were appropriated 
to dislincl powers, and the diseases were classed 
among the objects of worship; particular places bad 
their protectors, and the various occupations of men 
w'vse honoured with tutelary deities. Hence fanes 
and altars, oracles and images, abounded in all 
places, and at every turn the eye was struck with 
pompous processions, the smoke of sacrifices, and 
an endless diversity of ceremonies, which , awed the 
vulgar without; improving them, and which the phi* 
losophcrs^ connived at, because they had nothing 
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better to substitute in their room. These pretendwl 
eulighteiiers of jthe world were too much divided 
among themselves to oppose, with effect, the super- 
stitious usages which most of them despised. The 
desire to extend their respective sects was n 9 t con- 
nected with any benevolent sentiment towards the 
body of the people, or the wish to better the con- 
dition of the poor. The Stoics and Epicureans 
hated each other, but both agreed in despising the 
mass of mankind, and leaving them to the manage- 
ment of the priests. Wiiile they affected to tekth 
the most liberal principles, they encouraged popular 
errors; and even the best of the ancient sages,^ Whose 
doctrines and manners far exceeded what wW taught 
and practised by the rest of the philosophers;^ so tar 
complied with the national customs, as to ' cau^^e ii 
eacriiice to be offered to the fancied protector ot* ihe 
healing art. Where the faith of the wisest man wa% 
so vitiated, the public morals could not be very cor- 
rect. Their religion^ indeed, laid iu> restraint oh 
the evil propensities of men, and their instructoi^ 
had no higher authority for enforcing oj der tliair the 
will of the magistrate. Immoralities of the grosiept 
kinds were openly indulged, because the people were 
without any system of "duties which could be re- 
garded as sacred ; and the examples of the beings 
w’orshipped by them, were more calculatcil to 
encourage licentiousness than to promote sobriety 
and good manners. Vet, amidst the vilest de- 
bauchery, which was perfectly consonant with their 
principles, no people had more the appearance of 
devotion than the Athenians, who carried Uic wdr- 
ship of daemons to such an excess, that they were 
continually seeking after new divinities, which made 
a native of the place say, that it was easier to find 
gods among them than men. When, thercfort?, the 
Apostle of the Gentiles came to thk famous city, and 
preached remission of sins through an incarnate tia- 
u 6 
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Tiouri liv'lio suffered death and rose again, that he 
might bring life and immortality to light, the philo* 
sophers supposed that his intention Mas to recom<« 
mend some strange deities. But as no foreign idol 
could be admitted M'ithout being first approved by 
the Areopagus, the Apostle was brought* before 
that court to give an account of himself and his 
doctrine. There this . intrepid advocate of the truth 
delivered an elegant discourse on the nature and 
attributes of the Ddty, emphatically reproving his 
audhors for their inordinate desire to multiply the 
objects of wbrship, instead of seeking after the true 
God, the .Maker of heaven and earth; Him, there* 
fore,” said he, “ whom ye ignorantly worship; him 
declare 1 unto you.’’ When the Apostle charged the 
Athenians with excessive superstition, he was neither 
guilty of rudeness, nor did they resent the language 
which he uttered concerning them and their religion. 
His meaning was this, that, so far from coming 
thither to increase the number of divinities, he 
tliought they had already more than enough, and that 
their veneration for dsoinons had only served to con- 
firm them in ignorance. As an instance of this, he 
adduced the circumstance of their having an altar 
bearing the inscription, To the unknown God,” by 
which they intended to show their reverence for the 
deities of other countries, with the names of which 
they were not acquainted. Nothing certainly could 
be more preposterous than this, and yet the A'Jie- 
nians were not the only people guilty of that extra- 
vagance ; for even the Romans, who W'ere more re- 
served in admitting new divinities among them, did 
yet, upon some signal calamities, invocate the uncer- 
tain deities, from whom they were supposed to issue. 
The Apostle having justly stated this as a proof t!iat 
the people whom he addressed had darkened their 
iindcrstandings, by the wrong means wbich they took 
to obtain knowlege, proceeded to demoustrate mo 
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power and goodness of God^ from a consideration of 
his works. This argument, togetlier with that of 
the spirituality of tlie Divine essence, was destructive 
of tlie fashionable systems which/ by reducing all 
actions to absolute necessity and denying a provi- 
dence, confounded the distinction of virtue and vice, 
aadset at naught the .oiily effectual sanction of mo- 
rality drawn from the belief of a future state. That 
there w^ere no such powers as tutelary beings, the 
Apostle inferred from the harmony of the creation, 
the descent of all nations from one origin, and the 
physical uniformity of the human race, ki their struc- 
ture and mental capacity. This sublime view' of the 
Deity obviously led to the subject of idolatry, the 
absurdity of which is rather glanced at,. than formally 
refuted, in tiiis admirable discourse ; because, though 
the Apostle was by no means disposed to conceal, 
the truth out of fear of the consequences, he knew* 
that in such an assembly as that where he stood, 
nothing more was requisite than to establish certain 
principles, and to leave the application of them 
to his hearers. Aware, however, of an objection 
which might be urged against the doctrine of the 
divine iniity from the prevalence of polytheism, die 
preacher admitted the fact, but he made use of it to 
strengthen his n;gument, by show ing that ibis v/as 
an evidence of the necessity of revelation. He went 
farther, and niaiutaiiied that the AlrniglUy liad ovor- 
looked this long season of. ignorance ; that men, in 
their endeavours to grope after divine knovviege, 
might be convinced of their w^eakness, and be made 
sensible, that no efforts of hur.iar: wir.riom could 
find out God or his ways, tiic ia /. s by w!ii^*l! he i.9 
to be served a?id the sanctioa of theiu, in the as- 
surance of a future state of re^v^ards a'cl puni.shiiients. 
All that man could discover was to be seen in this 
resort of the learned ; and yet even tlicre, by their 
owu account, they hud been unable lO ascertain that 
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>vliich was the g:rsind object of their inquiries. ^ 
time was now come, therefore, for that revelatioii of 
the .Divine will, of which all men felt the w ant, by 
tW pains which they took to do homage to the in* 
visible powers, of whose nature, however, they con- 
fessed themselves ignorant. The Apostle conduded 
with maintaining, that the blessing which was so 
much desired be had it in his power to make known; 
and that God, who had hitherto suffered idolatry to 
prevail, now commanded, by the manifestution of 
the Gospel,* all men every where to repent. That 
life and imifiortality had been brought to light, was 
evident from the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 
great teacher, who came to destroy the kingdom of 
darkness, and to lead men into the w^ay of righte- 
ousness. This was the important subject which oc- 
cupied the labours of the Apostle, and the proofs of 
what he. advanced he was ready to adduce ; but when 
lh«:. philosophers heard of the resurrection, they were 
little inclined to pursue the inquiry, and the court 
broke up without any decision, though the discourse 
had the effect of converting one of the members and 
sorne olhei perso ns of distinction. Hence we learn 
that the light of nature is incapable of guiding men 
in their duty, and that there is no such thing as a true 
knowlege of God lo be acquired by any other means 
than in the faith of Jesus Clirist or the incarnation of 
the Divine Word. I.t t us then show’ our grateful 
sense of ibis iiiestiniable privilege, which elevates the 
poorest and the meanest among us above the w isest 
of the heathen w orld ; and while we prize the in- 
formation which we eujoy\ let us show its influence 
in oi!r lives and conversation, looking for the 
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great 
God aod our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
self f« r us, tliat he might redeem us from ail iniquity, 
and purity unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” Tit. ii. 13, 14. . 
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DECEMBER THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

THE CONVERTS OF EPHESUS. 

Acts, xix. 19,— Many of them also which used curi^ 
bus arts brought their books together ^ and burned 
them before all men ; and the^ counted the price 
of them, and found it ffty ' thousand pieces of 
silver. * . 

W^HEN religion takes possession of the mind and 
affections, its influence is discerned in the change of 
habits and pursuits, of studies and manners. It 
does not, indeed, produce an absolute alteration of 
the natural temperament of the believer, or turn him 
from those avocations which are purely indifferent ; 
but it corrects his inordinate attachment to worldly 
things, and enables him to make a complete sacrifice 
of ail objects that are injurious to his spiritnul im- 
provement, or of evil tendency to tlie principles of 
others. The man who placed all his felicity in the 
pleasures of sense, becomes moderate in the indul- 
gence of his appct'iU ; and the vanities which were 
once his supreme delight, no longer afford him any 
satisfaction. He wonders at tlie eagerness with which 
he was wont to seek after trifles, and he is ashamed 
of those attainments which consi uited his leading 
aim, and perfection in which he regarded as the most 
distiiiguislied excellence. The time that has been 
spent ill unprofitable acquirements is the subject of 
serious reflection, but then it is made the occasion of 
a better management the portion of life which 
remains ; and thus Divine grace reiulers the most 
humiliating circumstances beneficial to the penitent 
as well as to the church, which is edified by his ex- 
ample. The disciple of Christ considers that he 
does not live for himself alone, but that, in whatever 
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Sphere lie is called to move, some are likely to be 
atFected by iiis .character and conduct. Impressed 
with this sentiment, lie is careful to avoid ail tfihigS' 
that would give ofFenc^, and particularly such as the 
weak and the wavering, the young and uninformed, 
may pervert to improper purposes. ^ We have an 
instructive instance of this'^ Cliristiah spirit, which 
gives up every favourite pleasure and. gainful em- 
ployment for .the sake of the truth, in the sacrifice 
made by the Converts at Ephesus. This city was 
famous for its temple, erected in honour of Diana ; 
which, on account of its magnitude, splendour, and 
ornaments, was reckoned one of the wonders of the 
world. But what contributed most to spread its 
fame and to attract visitors from the remotest parts, 
W'as an imago of that pretended divinity, which her 
priests made tlie ignorant worshippers believe had 
descended from heaven. I'he possession of this 
rarity was so highly esteemed by the inhabitants, that 
almost the whole city was employed in keeping up the 
imposture, by fabricating representations of the god- 
dess ; and as these figures had the credit of an extni^ 
ordinary virtue for the protection of those w ho were 
silly enough to purchase them, the making of idols 
became a profitable business at Ephesus. On these 
accoui^.ts the reception of the Gospel in such a 
place must be accounted as an event little short of 
miraculous; for the interest of the city lay in opposing, 
a doctrine w hich not only tended to iiiidermiiie a fa-, 
vourite supeistitioii, but with it to destroy a profit- 
able' trade. Admitting, therefore, that the Ej[3ihe- 
sians, by their know'lege of the arts used in deceiving 
the credulous, were a people likely to hear tlie 
Apostle with attention; yet nothing but a strong 
conviq|iori of the truth of what he preached couM 
have induced tljcrn . to I'elriqiiish a profession in 
\i;hich t’.eii llvelih.ood consisted. In other places 
ease and reputation were tlie sacrifices which the 
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converts had to make for the faith of Christ; but 
here the belief of a crucified Saviour was at- 
tended with the loss of a lucrative concern and the 
most advantageous connexions. I'lie Gospel, how- 
ever, made its way even into this mart of idolatry, 
and among persons whose occupations aiul i. lcrest 
must have naturally made them jealous of every re- 
ligious innovation, particularly of one that subverted 
the whole craft by w’hich they gained their wealih. 
As a proof of their sincerity, these believers brought 
the books which coiitaincd the inystcrjcs of tiieir 
profession, and burnt them publicly in the presence 
of the congregation. These books are supposed by 
some to have bee*j rules for the performance of magi- 
cal rites ; but it seems more likely that they were such 
as related to the idolatrous follies peculiar to Ephe- 
sus, or to the arts in request among those who 
were employed in the manufacture of the images 
and shrines of Diana, But of whatever description 
these books were, the act of the converts was an 
unequivocal demonstration of their integrity, and is 
W'orthy of the consideration of all who bear the 
Christian name, teaching tbem the duty of giving 
up every pursuit that is inconsistent with the sacred 
profession to w'hich they are called. Some persons 
are too apt to fancy that it matters not of what na- 
ture their studies or engagements ar6, provided they 
do not interfere with the forms of religion. But it 
may be affirmed, without incurring the charge of 
being over-scriipurous, that frivolous exercises have 
£|t least u tendency to enervate the mind and to draw 
it gradually off from the love of virtue, although 
they do not directly corrupt its principles. The 
reading of trifling books, and the occasional indul- 
gence of vain amusements, must, for the tii :e at 
least that the impression continues, divert the thoughts 
from more serious objects; and of this every one 
must be certain who will examiuc himself carefully, 
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and confess the truth iugenuously^ that nvbatever may 
be said in favour of harmless pleasures, few of. 
those which the world calls so are to he reckoned 
in the number. The time dissipated, and the 
powers wasted, in an attention to trifling pursuits,, 
might be devoted to objects, the remembrance of 
which, with the eifects produced by thein, would 
solace the hour of sickness and calm the' mind in 
trouble. VVe should, therefore, consider well wlie-* 
ther the indulgence of our inclinations, or an acqui- • 
escence the solicitations of others, has any 

tendency to^ affect the interests of religion, iu the 
way of example ; and, particularly, whether such 
amusements or connexions are likely to draw our 
minds off from more mporlant concerns: in either 
of which ca^ it will become us to say with the 
Apostle, All things are lawful for me, but all 
things are not expedient ; all * things are lawful for 
me, but all things edify not.’* 1 Cor. at. 


JOECEMBER THE TWENTY-SEVENTH. 

. CONSPIRACY OF THE JEWS. 

Acts, xxiii. 12 . — jind when it was certain of the 

Jews banded together, and bound themselves under 
a ciirse^ sayings that they would neither eat nor 
drink till they had killed Paul. 

It is a lamentable proof of human weakness, that re- 
ligion should be the instrument of contention, and 
that a subject which ought to inspire nothing but 
sentiments of kindness and love, should prove the oc- 
casion of enmity and bloodshed. Yet so it is, that 
while the varietv of customs and the opposition of in- 
terests are regarded butwidi little emotion, the slight- 
est shade of difference in speculative opinions will 
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fr^uenlly produce contempt and animosity. Men of 
mild temper and enlarged principles, in ot^r respects, 
are sometimes found sadly deficient in that spirit of 
literality which « beareth all things, believeth all 
things, things, endurcth all things.” 1 Cor. 

xiii. ?• There, is a zeal which, like the lambent fire 
in the mount,' sets forth the Divine glory, and edifies 
mankind without violence ; but there is another kind 
which burns with fury, and, under the false plea of 
doing God service, commits outrage upon his laws, 
and spreads devastation over his works. .»Of this de- 
structive nature was that spirit which actuated the 
Apostle when he breathed threatemngs and slaughter 
against the church ; and of the benevolent principle 
the remainder of his life afforded an amiable example, 
confirming Jiis own decfaration : We are troubled 
on everjr side, yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast 
down, but not destroyed.” The ardour which dis- 
tinguished him before his conversion remained as the 
characteristic of bis temper, when he became a be- 
liever ; but it w'as then sanctified to a nobler purpose, 
and carried him, under the influence of grace, throiigh 
all his labours for the benefit of his fellow-creatures. 
He no longer thought that it w^as a duty to pursue 
men with rancour on account of their opinions; but 
he could say, Though I be free from all men, yet 
have 1 made myself servant unto all, that 1 might gain 
the more.” 1 Cor. ix. If). This generous disposition 
and exalted conduct, which entitled him to the esteem 
of all candid and intelligent minds, brought upon him 
^he hatred of his countrymen ; and they who formerly 
admired bis talents, and respected him for his virtues, 
now endeavoured to take away his life. His a^ipear- 
ance at Jerusalem, after an absence of some years, 
produced a commotion among the Jews, who bad 
been informed by their brethren in various parts, of 
the Apostle’s exertions in the propagation of the 
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Christian fakh. He was represented as one* that had 
travelled over Asia lor tlie purpose of subverting tlie 
laws of PJoscs ; and this accusation was rendered 
plausible by his accompanying some Crock converts 
into the u niple. 'J'be uproar occasioned by this appeal 
to the passions and prejudices of the people, obliged 
the niiiiluiy government to interfere for the reslora* 
lion of tlu! peace; and by that means the lirfe of this 
chosen Mi vant was preserved for more extensive and 
cifectuai labours in the glorious field to which, by 
God' s grace, he had been called. The circumstance 
of his lacing in the care of the Roman soldiers, in- 
creased the rage of his adversaries, because it pre- 
vented them from taking that summary vengeance 
which they had formerly inflicted on liie martyr Ste- 
phen« To aecouiplisli theit aim, therefore, in ano- 
ther way, forty of tlie utimber, who appear to have 
been persons of no mean condition, bound themselves 
together in an infamous covenant, to tiiurder the 
Apostle, when he should be brought down from the 
castle to ap|)ear before the Sanhedrim, This design, 
however, was frustrated, apparently, by mere natural 
means, but seciTtly by the direction of Providence, 
that this faithful minister might bear witness to the 
truth before kings, preach llie name of Christ with the 
demonstration of the Spirit in the centre of the Roman 
slate, and eventually spread tlie light of tlie Gospel 
even to the farthest provinces of that mighty empire. 
Thus the wickedness of these Jewish zealots was over- 
ruled by Supreme wisdom to the accomplishment of the 
Divine decrees for the benefit of remote nations and 
distant ages. Uut the inlcpiity of the confederates w as 
not the less, because a superior power prevented them 
from carrying their abominable purpose into execu- 
tion. They might, indeed, as many have done since, 
attempt to Justify the project on the ground of a con- 
cern for the support of religion, and the necessity of 
adopting extraordinary means to secure the common- 
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All such pleas, however, are aggravations 
of guilt ; for God is not io be served by the violation 
of Ins laws ; and they \vl:o tliink to rio hi'u honour by 
destroying their fellow-rrcaUires, or doi i^- injury to 
their reputation, will find in the great clay of i ccount 
that they iiave trampled upon his ordinenees, uiul 
committed the most heinous rebellion against his au- 
thority. Conscience is the peculiar seat of the Divine 
government, over which man has no right to ex- 
ercise any ccnitrol; and even the principles 

are most cgregionsly enormous, riic p^unlshnient of 
those who arc unhappy enough, to be iiiislifd by them 
belongs not to any human junsdiction. As, t!:ereforo, 
ail mortals are liable to be deceived, even widi tlie best 
means of information in tlieir hands, th.e duty of every 
man is to have humble views of himself, and charitable 
opinions of other persons, endeavouring to keep the 
unity of tlio spirit, in the bond of peace.’’ liphes. iv. J. 


DECIiMBEli THE TWENTY-EIGIITII. 

PAUL BEFORli FELtX.- 

Acts, xxiv. 2,5 . — ^ htd as he reasoned of riglileous* 
nesSy te?ii pert! nee y and judgment to come, Felix 
tremhledy and answeredy do Ihy uai/ for this time: 
Khenihave a convenient season, 1 wilt call for thee. 

One of the most ridiculous objections brought 
against the Christian religion, is the pretence that it 
ck^bases tliC spirits of men, itnd incapacitaUes them for 
.heroic actions. It has been said, tiiat in proportion 
as this faitli predoiiiinates, the mind becomes timid 
and void of all cifergy, except in an intolerant zeal for 
the propagation of speculative opinions. The fallacy 
of tills accusation might be easily proved by an examin- 
ation of the doctrines and precepts of the Gospel *, 
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but a ihore effectual of refuting thO' calumny 

refernng to t\ie example of the Hedeemer, and the con* 
duct of his disciples. The courage oiF, our Lord was 
manifested in bis opposition to corruptions/ and in 
encountering difficulties! without taking any steps 
to ^void danger) or to soften the re^entmexit of 
his adversaries. His followers were distinguished 
by a simiYar fortitude: for they went forth armed 
with not/iing but foitb and a good conscience! to 
preacb the Gospel, in opposition to the prejudices 
of the Jew and the superstition of the Gentile. 
In this course they neither spared error nor vice! 
but combated the one without reserve, and ex* 
posed the other in all its deformity. Of tins zeal and 
fidelity we have a remarkable instance in the behaviour 
of St. Paul, when he stood at the bar of FeliXf the 
Roman governor. The advocate who was employed 
to manage the prosecution! addressed the judge in a 
strain of fulsome adulatiotii complimenting him on ac* . 
count of his worthy deeds, and expressing the satisfac- 
tion which the people felt under his administration ; 
,when! At same time, the venal orator knew that 
Felix had been guilty of the most abominable prac- 
tices, and that the people hated him for his exactions. 
\iSry different was the language of the prisoner ; for 
though he was aware that his life lay at the mercy 
of this unprincipled magistrate, he scorndQ to pur- 
chase it at the expense of truth. Instead of courting 
' the good opinion of his judge by flattering bis conduct 
or'his understauding, the Apostle contented himself 
with a narrative orfacts, and challenging his accusers 
to deny, if they could, any part of what he related. 
The silence of these men was a sufficient confirma- 
tion of all that was stated in the defence ; but such 
was die corruption of the governor, that he continued 
the Apostle in custody under the pretext of giving him 
-another bearing. Shortly, after this, Felix, and his 
wife Drusilla, sent for Paul, that they mi^t learn 
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from bVm some particulars of tbe religion ^hich be 
professed* Curiosity was tbe only motive by \ibicli 
these persons were actuated^ for they were both too 
deeply sunk in guilt to make any inquiry after truth 
with the serious intention of protiting by the search. 
All that they wawted, was to amuse ayacaul hour, \\\ 
which respect FeluL awd Dtusillawereuotuwlike some, 
nomiual Christians, who hear the Word, or study it 
in books*, not (hat it may beget in them good desires 
and pious resolutions, but that their itching ears m*ay 
be pleased with something new. One so well ac- 
quainted with human nature as the ApoJlIe, could 
not well be deceived in the purposes of his hearers ; 
but, favourable as the opportunity was, of ingratiating 
himself into their good opinion, he would not take aii 
advantage of it, but readily entered upon the subject 
for which he was called into their presence, lie 
stated the evidences of Christianity as comprised in 
the history of its Divine Author ; but he did not rest 
iti a general view of the Gospel, or out of respect to 
his auditors, and a tender regard to his own safety, 
disguise the principles of religion. T!ic Apostle, 
who knew how to preach in season and out of season,' 
reasoned upon ^^righteousness, temperance, and a 
judgment to come,^’ which were topics exactly suited 
to the circumstances of the audience: for Felix, in 
his public capacity, was not more infamous on account 
of his extortion, than he was in his private life for bis 
licentiousness and debauchery : nor was the character 
of Drusiila more amiable than that of her partner ; 
for, notwithstanding her education in the Jewish re- 
ligion, and her rank, as the daughter of Herod Agrip- 
pa, she had abandoned her lawful liusband, Azizus, 
king of the Emesenes, to live with Felix. Such were 
the persons before whom St. Paul was called to ex- 
plain tlie docti'ines of Christ, w'hich he did without 
reserve ; reasoning, first, upon righteousness,” as the 
foundation of all religion, being Uie rule of our obe- 
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diencel^th U God and man. Without justice there^ 
can be no true faith ; and he who is insincere in his 
dcahngs n^itb his fellow-creatures, may pretejtd to ye^ 
nerate the Almighty, but |ns reverence is hypocrisy, 
and his devotion ik> better than alTectation or supersti* 
taon. The Apo§tlc reasoned upon this comprehensive 
article as it applied to the several branches of morality ; 
and the cifect of his arguments was such, that Felix, 
tlie unrighteous governor, trembled,” Jiut the 
preacher v\^nt farther, and reasoned also upon tem- 
perance,” comprising the virtues of sobriety and chas- 
tity in the government of the mind, the regulation of 
the passions, and the direction of the conduct. Ashe 
dilated upon this head, he no doubt showed the affinity 
between all the duties belonging to tempcraiKe, and 
that righteousness which extends to the affections and 
thought^, no less than to the words and the actions of 
men. Well, tljerefore, might the vicious governor 
feel force of this representation ; and on com- 
paring it with the depravity of his life, be shocked at 
the contrast, and fearful of the consequences, liut if 
he was moved by the reasoning of the Apostle upon 
these searching truths, how much more must he have 
been affec^d when he heard that this life is only pre- 
paratory to another ; tliat every man has a ti ust to 
manage, for the discharge of which he will be called 
to a strict account, when no plea, will excuse his 
crimes, nor any guards be found to protect him from 
punishment! The conscience of Felix told him that 
the judgment which he heard d^cribed would as- 
suredly visit him for the public and private eiiormitu s 
of which he had been guilty; and he trembled in the 
prospect. IiiiiJie could endure no more; the ter- 
rors of the last day brought to his remeuili) ranee all 
bis iniquities, and made him riirink from the dread- 
ful, gulph which opened, wide and deep to receive; his 
polluted spirit. Felix was convinced pt ihe certainty 
of w bat he heard predicted from the faitlifulness of 'lbe 
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picture which had hceii drawn of his evil disposition 
and sinful course of life. Proud and vengoiul as ho 
was ill his temper, habituated to flattery, and b:te[>ed 
in sensuality, this man could not defend himself from 
the force of truth, Mhicli pierced his inmost soul, 
roused against, him all his thoughts, and made him 
tremble before one who w-as his prisoner. Tlie only 
means he had of quieting his perturbed mind was by 
dismissing the monitor whose doctrine awakenctl such 
painful sensations. Felix, it seems, cut shoit the dis« 
course when it became too powerful for his feelings; 
and he said, Go thy way for tliis time ; Alien I liave 
a convenient season, 1 will send for thee.*’ The plea- 
sures of dissipatum, and the gaiety of a court, soon 
dispelled the apprelieusions which ha<l been excited by 
the Apostle, who, was kept in contineincnt bccanso he 
either had not the means, or would not sloop lo pur- 
chase an acquittal by a bribe. I’lius.tbe couvictimi, 
which, properly cherished, migld liave h d to saving 
repentance, was oblileraled, an<i the last stale of Felix 
became w'orse than the tirsi. . The aanic \\ ill bo the 
case, it is to be feared, with all who, i;! .hin, put oil'' 
the concerns of rdig: n to a convenient sensofi, w hich 
seldom or new r < nnes ; because they who so tiitle 
wilii tile oflcr of grace, always iind, in the hurry of 
the world, its cares and its vanities, some excuse for 
delaying that which ought to be the primary (d)jcct of 
their aUention. The “convenient season*' is with 
sucii persons the time of sickness, when the thoughts' 
are disturbed; or the period of old age, wlien the isiiucl 
is enfeebled, and incapalde of rec<»reclion ; nr tiny 
hour of death, when ev(‘n the most pious require spi- 
ritual comfort, and all the aid of experienced princi])K it 
tO' support their sinking spirits. Ja'I Ow, ilicn, be 
wise, while we have the means of grace ii. our po^ve^ ; 
and as we would avoid the fate of J’elix, let us make 
the resolution of the Apestie the daily rule <>f onr 
conduct ; “ Herein do I exercise myself, to have al- 
▼on. HI. X 
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ways a conscience void uf offence, bolli towards God 
Mild towards Jiiaii.” 


DECEMBER THE TWENTY-NINTH. 

CON’FKSSION OF AGllirPA. 

Acts, XX vi. 28. — Thm ylgrippa. said mdo Paul, 
Almost thou jiersuadest me to be a Clu islian. 

It is a dreadful tliinii; when a man makes an enemy of 
himself by stiilinj; convictions, which, properly im- 
j)roved, would lead to repentance and traiupiillity. We 
have just s<'cn an instance of this in the behaviour of 
Eelix, who shut his ears against the voice of con- 
science, and put off a subject that alarmed his appre- 
hensions, to a convenient seasoii, which never came. 
Th(? same history prese nts us w ith another case no less 
strikuig, ill the deportincnt of one who was also ac- 
tuated by a spirit of curiosity to know' soim tliing of 
•the Christian ridigion, and to witness the elociuence of 
its distingU'.slicd preacher. Agrippa, the sou of that 
Herod who persecuted the clmn li, and died by the 
visitation of Providence, being desirous of hearing 
St. Paul, with whose story he was partly ac4|naiutetl, 
Eestus, llie rsucct'ssor of IvIjx, caused the Apostle to 
be brought before him in the court of Cicsurc.a. llius 
was fiiliilled llu^ declaration made at the conversion of 
ibis eminent luminary of the cliincli : “lie is a chosen 
vcs'^cl iiuto mo, to bear niy name before the (ientiles, 
and kings, and tlie cliihheii of Israel.'' .\giijipa had 
been br< light up in llic.lew isli customs, so that he was 
cxlrenKly < «ui\eisnnt in the opmions of the different 
.sects, on l!u; jiiterpi elation of the law, and the appli- 
caimu of the pn>phecies. I'he Apo.stle, therefore, 
gladly eud)ra(’i‘d this op[)orUmity of proving the di- 
vine iiii.>feion of our Lord in tlie presence of so intelli- 
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gciil a person, ^^ho knew tlic Srriptiirest, and ho.lit vcd 
their aiilliority. Consign ilui natuio ol* the siil)- 
jeet, and the pri jndict s ol' llit* audiuiicc, it rtcjnired 
uncoiniiion address to mana!;e the uri^miiciil without 
givinjy ottenre ; and if llie discourse !>e oxainiiKul at- 
tentl\ely,it will be bnuid e(]ually powcrtul and delicate, 
pallu tic and convincing. The aj'.ologist began witli 
an account ot hiinscdf and his i ditcai ioa, the inaniUT 
of his life and the coiuse of his studies, the whole of 
which tended to show tliat he was neither an ignorant 
enthusiast, nor an obsenrt: fanatic, who was easily cle- 
ceiv<‘d linnself, and eage r to intlaine olheis. l^ut to 
satisfy his hearers tliat ho was not one wlio took ii]) !ii.> 
religion wil])()nl sudicient grpiind he proceeded to 
state tiui veh.eineiice of his zeal against ii!ni)vations, 
and the warmth of his attachment to l!ie natioiiiil in- 
stitutions it is Itnpossdde* for hnignagtj to exet ed 
the descripiioji wliitli t!ie Aposiie gavit of the violent 
manner in v>hieli lie per^icuuil the bdlowers of 
Christ, compelling them to blasjihcme the holy name 
by which liiey wcj^. called, and so oiitragaoiislv 
furious agai.ist all who proies.-a d this i'.mh, as to Imnt 
tlicm out w ilh .sjnigUiiiary inaiicc', even in strange cities. 
Tills was the acre., nit which the speaker give of Iiis 
early princ.iph .s and eondiict ; from v. hicii it was na- 
tinai to infer tliat liis eonviision must liave been at- 
tended with some exlraordinui y circumstances, since 
it was evident, that no woridly motives couhl liave 
effected a change whicli had brought the Rnhjc‘cl of it 
into piwcrty and bonds, ll is observable, however, 
tliat before St. Paul entered upon this part of liis nar- 
rative, be reminded Agrippa of tlial whicli roust itnted 
the great object of national liopi^, llie promise of 
the Messiah. 'I his course, was iiidisponslbly neces- 
sary, because the sole cpe-slioii between the jirisonor 
and Ins persecutor.s turned upon that article; the one 
being ready to lay dcjwii his life in atlestation of the 
truth that the promise was fultillcd, and the others 
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seeking' to destroy liiin for preaching Jesus as the 
aiioihud Saviour. 'I’he Aposlle having thus stated the 
point at issue hetween himself and his adversaries, 
proceeded to relate the particulars of his conversion, 
and the connnission which he had received from 
Heaven to make the Gospel known to the Gentiles., 
'Ihis history, no doubt, appeared marvellous to many 
whohcaidit ; but Agrippa was too well read in the 
sacred books to deny the possibility of llie transaction, 
and too liberal to express any doubt of the veracity of 
one who had given such manifest proofs of his ability 
and intcgwty. Ihit the Apostle did not rest bis cause 
on the supernatural manner in which he had been 
brought to the knowlege of the trnlli. He appealed to 
thos(» divine records willi which the* king was well ac- 
quainted, for the certainly of the doctrine, lliatbefoic 
the kingdom of the Messiah should be establisliod, he 
must Imnsclf suffer death, and he raised again. To 
this Agrippa made no reply, which he unquestionably 
would have done had he been able to invalidate wliat 
St. Paid afiirmed, eillier with respect to the resurrec- 
tion of Jesns, or the predictions of the Scriptures. 
Festus, however, who was a heathen, could not re- 
strain bis emotions, or conceal his incredulity, when 
he heard that or.e who died on the cross hud rlben 
sigaifi from the grave by his own power. The go- 
vernor, with a good-natured levity, ticaicd the narra- 
tion as a madman’s dream, and complimented the 
learning <)f Paid at the expense of his uiulerslanding. 
Put the Apostle, wlio knew how to be leave with dig- 
iiitv in chains and afHiction, replied, ‘‘ I am not mad, 
niost noble Pestus, but speak the woids of truth and 
sobt iiioss.” He evi'ii turned this interruption to the 
advantage of Ins cause, by appealing from the judg- 
ment of the governor to the better iusiructed mind of 
Agnppa. I he Apostle maintained, in the presence 
of this asseml)ly, that the things which he had related 
of the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, were 
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fjicls so gencriilly known, that the king ronicl not b« 
ignorant ol them. J>ut the intrepid apologist urged 
the mutter home more closely, by showing that the 
particulars of the life and character of Jesus corre- 
sponded with the predictions contained in the lu)ly 
oracles ; whence it followed, that if those Scriptures 
were to be depended upon, tlic atuhoiily of Christ 
was placed beyond all dotibl. '^i'he tlicre- 

forc, boldly pul the ipiestion to his illnsli iiius amlitor : 

King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets and 
without waiting for an answer, he immediately added, 
by one of those happy strokes of natural i;L)(|uence 
whicli tlic conseioiiiiit.3s of iratli aione inspires, I 
know that thon believest.” This was lu illier an art- 
ful compliment on tl'.e part of the eralo/. wlio stood in 
a situation which rendered it dangerous to Irille with 
the feelings of his auditors, nor was the answer which 
it received an ironical effusion of contempt ; and 
Agrippa said, Almost thou persiiadcst me to be a 
Christian*” The words of the king were of grave im- 
port, and expressive ot the effect which the discourse 
liud made upon his mind, inclining liitn to entertain 
favourable sentiments uf the Gospel, though he wanted 
firmness to pursue the train of thought to a ‘proper 
conclusion. Uiat the reply of Agrippa amounted to 
a candid ackiiowlegemenl of his good opinion of what 
he had heard, is plain, from the noble exclamation 
which finished the conference. And Paul said, ‘‘ I 
would to God, that not <yjily thou, but all that hear 
me this day, were not only almost, but altogether, 
such as I am, except these bonds!” Had Agrippa 
felt any thing like dissatisfaction at the freedom of 
Paul , or had he been able to deny wliat was so conti- 
deiitly advanced, he would have expressed his resent- 
ment ill direct terms ; but, at all events, lie would not 
have said, as he afterwards did, “ This man might 
have been set at liberty if he had not appealed uiito 
Ciesar.” This declaration is a proof that the answer 
X 3 
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to lluj A})o wir-: an iiv^omioiis coiiicssio!! resulting 
tro!ii a j’tit liijg of ilie ti iSih, luid not a-surcasLic observa- 
tion. ^Vgri|)j)a .K]n;!ttt.<l the facts repoj ted of Christ, 
because ihf y \vert‘ jjuhjit: transactions, and notoriously 
known all over iIk* I'tj'.n/ivy; lie llicreforc would not 
call iU question the rejn'iseiilation wliich had been 
given oj them : nor was it in his power to dc'ny that 
ihi; !)(j()ns wlich he beiie\cd lobe the. rt;veiation of 
Clod, coijtaiiicd the predictions to wlsich Paul refer- 
red. 'i'lifis far, lin n, this prince was willing enough 
to go; and so far, ( vcnhi.> testimony is of importance; 
but iMyoinl this he was afraid to venture : for the 
porijp and vanity of this world, its hononrs, ft iendship, 
;ind pleasiuH's, were too mighty and fascinating to be 
s:,<:!iiic( d on (iie altar <d‘ truth, Agri|q)a stands not 
idoMc :>} this rev-|n:et; for his chan.'ctv r is a very com- 
n.'. n otu , even in an age when the belief of the Gos- 
pel is neither attended with pain nor peril. Many 
jiersons will readily express their naked assent to the 
doctrines of Christ, and their approbation of his pre- 
cepts; but when they are called to mortify their jias- 
sions and to moderate their desires, to b«ar the cross 
before all the world, and to live as becomes the disci- 
ples of a suffering Redeemer, they are uneasy, and dis- 
posed to find some exeiise for disobcdiimco ; to consi- 
der their case as an exception to the general rule ; and 
to plead, that what was enjoined in the infancy of the 
church, is no lodger required in the present state of 
society. This may be a ^ry admissible plea for a 
conformity to the world, in the estimation of those 
wIk) arc unwilling to lay themselves under the re- 
straint of any .morality that does not bend to human 
explication, liut whatever such persons may think 
or profess, they, and all who act like them, are no 
belter than “ almost Christians and \vc know who 
bath said, He that is not with me is against me ; 
and he that gathereth not with me, scattereth.*^ 
Luke, xi. 23. 
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DECEMBER THE TlSIimETH. 

SIIUWHr.KK ('F ST. IWVL. 

Acts, Kxviii. 2 . — .:!in! (he barhurouf^ i^lnyii'Ctl 

ifs HO UUfe ; for they ui:i:lud h /ire, 

and rcceie.'d ns oje, lic:au..e ::j tin’ present 

rain, and b:raUi2 n/ the void, 

IIK of tlio (jtE.lilrs LaviiJu: bee n cf)nipellcd 

to make an aiipial from llie inalici- of l.'i eonntry- 
Duni to llrj jnsliec of ilie Iwoniua einj.Mio*,-, was p.nt 
iiiicler the care of :*« centin ion nanu'd Jnliu.':, v. idi 
wiioin he i .abarked (or R ily. 'rims ihe Vioi'-iiee of 
men was iiiSirnn]^ isial in bn.i:;Mg t’je Oinyo-ies 

of God; un(i iiiey who tliouL,lit i‘> h ive isieiU m u ilie 
progress of llu; (iospul, became llie nu a.ns of giving 
it 11 wider circulation. The chosen niessi'nger had al- 
ready gone through a variety of troul)h s by land, and 
now he was cailed to suffer p< rils in the st a.” This 
is an exact picture of the Clirislhus life, w iiieli is never 
in one stay ; and that enters on the important 
course njustex|.c;l to encounter many changes and 
cleiuecs, as liie extiaisu (d' his failli and the trial 
of Ills pri(iciKa\ .At the oulsvrl of the voyage 
tlie Aposllti warned llie centurion of ihc'dangcr that 
would ailend it, and advised him tf) winter in the 
island of Crete ; but Uu; opinion of llic master and 
owner of the sl.ip prevailed over that of Paul, 
w ho was probabiy legarded as an oilicious inediller 
in a business to wliieh, by his studies and profe>.sion, 
he was an utter stranger. Here w'e ptaccive how 
liable men arc to err wdien they take w'orldiy wdsdoni 
for their gua'e, in preference to that coiiasi i which 
eonielh from God. Though the eentuiion liad a 
' great respi ct for ids prisoiu r, he llajught it safest to 
rel V upon the judgnieht and experience of those who 
X 4 
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;>vcre. in the navigation of that aea.' But 

even this Uirned to good ; for \vheii the evehtxpn- 
firrnqd the predict the character of the Apostle 
rose in the estimation of the Mihole company, >ivho,'’ 
treated Ids advice with implicit obedience at a time 
yhen, but for his fortitude and prudence, they would 
alt have perished. It merits our observation also, 
that while the Divine agency cofitrouled and directed; 
the several parties and incidents in this, concern, for 
the protection of St. Paul, every thing appeared to 
lie niorely casual, and natural means only were 
adopted to l)i'ing him safely out of all his difficulties. 
7 his*^ teaches us, \yhile we place our absolute de- 
pendence upon, the goo.dnes8 of Providence in the 
•tarions exigencies of life, to exert the faculties which 
(lod bath given us, and to employ all the lawful helps 
that can be obtained, with promptittide and vigour. ^ 
\yheti all hope of saving the vessel was at an end, the 
cfew secretly plotted to make their escape in the boat, 
llitis ' cruelly leaving the passengers to their fate. 
AvVare of this Ayicked, design, Paul gave an intimation 
of- it to the centurion and his soldiers, who having 
learned to reverence the monitor from the experience 
which they had of his foresight, profited by bis cau- 
Vtitn, and hindered the iiiariuers from accomplishing 
their purpose. But it is strange, that the same men 
,;wlio w ere indebted for their own lives to the watchful- 
ness' aud hupianity of the Apostl^ should have been so 
PT^uisury us to form the resolution of destroying the 
^ piismicj s lest any of them, shopl^; escape. We are 
toKl, hi earthquakes and inundations, beasts of 
pr^y K se their fierceness, and that, in the sense, of 
common diit^er, they will oiirigle among herds of 
'cattk^ without offiering to molest any of them ; biit 
soldiers, vyho had dctoth before them, would 
imbrued their hands: in tbe blood of tlie helpless, 
> if they had not been forcibly restrained by the author 
>iiy of their commander. .The contrast Wween this 
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BRvage ferqpUy and the uniform tenderness of Su 
Paul^ affords an admirable illustration of the blessed 
change produced by that Gospel, of \\hich he was the 
bearer among the Gentiles. Whatever may . be the 
licentiousness and cruelty of modern times, they bear 
no proportion to the brutal horrors which marked the 
progress of the Konnm arms. Every act of violence" 
aiid tyranny which occurs among the professors of 
* Christianity is in violation of the fundamental doc- 
trines and precepts of their faith ; but the public atro- 
cities of the ancient conquerors, and even their private 
vices, were the result of their principles. Of this we 
have a proof in the case before us ; for though Julius 
kept his. men from their project, we are told that his 
motive iti so doing was not from any sense of its wic- 
kedness, but from a particular desire which he had to 
save the life of St. Paul. Yet the disposition of this 
officer was amiable ; and, no doubt, the soldiers 
themselves were of opinion that the measure which 
they, proposed was an act of duty imposed upon them 
by the nature of their situation. No one, noweverj^ 
can compare the stern severity of the Roman yoke with 
the amenity of Christian 'manners, and not perceive 
the vast advantages which have accrued to mankind 
from the sway of the King of righteousness. The an- 
cient world, indeed, was far from being deficient in 
many substantial virtues, of which hospitality to straiir 
gers was not the least. The present history affords a 
beautiful instance of this in the .conduct of the 
islanders to the crew and passengers of this ship. In- 
stead of looking out for a wreck with savage joy, that 
they might seize upon the property, the barbarians, as 
-they are called by the historian, not out of disrespect, 
1:>ut according to the phraseology of the Greeks, has- 
tened to the shore, thatlKiey might be ready to assist 
^ the sufferers. Though these people were unacquainted 
with the arts of polished life, they felt sentiments of 
Voinpassioii for the distresses of others, and behaved 
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on this occasion with remarkable couirlesy, receiving 
nil witii equal kindiK .ss, and immtdiatciy kindling a 
fire lor their accommodation, “ because of the preheat 
rain and l>tcau.scof' llie cold.” It is ))lain (Voiii this, 
that tile place where the di;'Ji.stcr liappeued ^\as re- 
mote IVom any himuiu habitation ; ap*d tills incident 
serves to sliow, still more slro igly, the considerate 
luinianity cd‘ the inhuhitants, who so readily quitted 
their douusiic conilbits, on an iin lomcnt wintry day, 
iiOv to enrich thtinselves, but to bestow all the relief 
which lay in their power upon the lielph ss and the 
inlscrablt?. ^IJut it is ohscTvable, that these ptople 
bad a strong sense of religion, according to their rude 
conceptions ; for, perceiving a viper liisteuiiig itself 
on the hand of the Apostle, they conchidod that 
this man was a nuirderer, wlioiii, though he liad 
escaped i!ie sea, yet vengeance suflered not to live.” 
Simple as this idea was, and unjust in its application^ 
it sliowed that the inhabitants of Melita were believ- 
ers in a retributive Providence ; but they fell into an 
error, which was very common in those times, that ex- 
traordinary calamities are murks of the Divine displea- 
sure, as singular deliverances are of peculiar sanctity. 
This mistake was natural enough among nations who 
were without the light of revelation, and but imper- 
fectly acquainted with second causes. But in us, such an 
opinion is worse than a speculative error; for it is in- 
jurious to God’s moral government, and de«triietive of 
the private and social virtues. The mutable nature of 
popular judgment was evinced in tl»e behaviour of 
these islanders, who, finding that no harm had hap- 
pened to the object of their suspicion, changed their 
sentiments ; and, as ignorance always runs to extremes, 
they became persuaded that he must be a divinity, 
,Tlie Apostle iiimsclf was nihher elated by their ad- 
miration, nor moved by their censure. He pitied 
them equally for both ; and he lepiiid them for their 
kinduess to himself and his companions by performing 
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many miraciilotis cures; but, above all, by making 
them ac/Ejuaiiited \> ith the tidings of salvation. 
the raging tciiipest wliich buried the nierchant’s trea- 
sures in the deep, coiiveyed tl.e joyful sound of grace 
to the inhabitants of ,tiiis isle, wiio, for a little leiidcr- 
ness, - benevolence, and liberal ity, were rewarded 
with the permanent riches of etere.al life, affording a 
practical illustration of the apostolic counsel, 
not forgetful to cutertuin stra .gors : for thereby soiy« 
have entertained angels unawares.” Hcb. xiii. ^2. . 


DECEMBER THE TIURTY-FIRST. 

THE IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 

Acts, xxviii. 30, 31. — Jvd Paul dwelt two whoh 
years in his oten hired hotm^ and received all 
that came in vjito him, preaching the kingdom 
of God, and teaching thos * things which concern 
the Lord Jesus Christy with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him, 

W HEN the disciples expressed their surprize that our 
Lord should think of retiiniing to Judea, where he had 
lately been in imminent danger of bis life from the ma- 
levolence of his enemies, he replied, “ Arc there not 
twelve hours in the day ?” By this observation the 
Divine Instructor intended to convince his followers 
that every good work has its allotted period, in which 
the faithful servant must employ himself with dili- 
gence, according to the grace that he hath received, 
without any fear of the consequences. Time is that 
talent which is given to every man to profit withal for 
the improvement of his owu mind, and the benefit of 
his fellow-creatures. But the longest portion that we 
can be favoured vvith in this probationary slate is of 
contracted limits; and wheu compared with boundless 
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duration, is far more insignificant than a'ispan. The na- 
ture and extent of our various duties \ve.kridw,'l)Ut the 
time allowed for the jK'rforinanee of them is uncer- 
tain; it may end to-day, or it may be yet prolonged for 
many years to come ; in either case, Iio\a ever, there are 
several things to be done, and virlut s to be acquired ; 
wdth this only difference, that as the sphere widens, 
and the opportunities of improvement arc multiplied, 
our obligations increase in proportion, and the larger 
wiM be the account which we shair have to make up 
agamst the day of reckoning. It will be wise, then, for 
every pViauTPto consider this life as the appointed day 
of his labour, which period, like that of the husbandman 
and mechanic, has its appropriate divisions for work 
and refreshment. Ti'here are proper hours or seasons 
for both purposes, which, duly attended to, will be 
productive of present comfort and future advantage, 
the satisfaction of our own minds, and the benefit of 
those with whom we are connected., The remark of 
our Saviour undoubtedly turns upon this point, and 
was designed to show that there must be a regularity 
observed in our actions and enjoyments, both with re* 
gard to time and place, corresponding to those duties 
vyhicli are called for by the wants of the body at j>ar- 
ticular parts of the day. Our Lord (3xemplificd this 
principle throughout the whole of his own conduct : 
for he went continually about doing good, never wast- 
ing any of his valuable time in unprofitable discourse 
or idle pursuits, in an indolent attention to the con- 
cerns of others, or the discussion of useless questions. 
His uniform rule was this : 1 must w’ork the works 

of Him that sent me while it is day ; the night cometh, 
when no man can work and, in making this asser- 
tion, be had an eye to the immediate instruction of 
those who were to follow him, and to the edification of 
the church, which was to be founded upon his faith, and 
to be directed by his example. Accordingly, we find 
tlie disciples acting constantly upon the same divine 
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principle; and/lhe history of $t. Paul, which is more 
detailed iViaiTthat of his brethren, is an instance how 
they all deported themselves in the respective districts 
where the Holy Spirit called them to labour. When 
this Apostle came to Home, his first consideration \yas 
to inform the heads of the synagogue of his arrival, and 
to make them acquainted with the particular reasons of 
his appealing from the jurisdiction of the council at Je- 
rusalem, as well as from that of the government at Cae- 
sarea. In this he acted with that noble candour wmeh 
distinguished him upon all occasions ; the 

same integrity he laid before the principal persons of 
his nation the evidences of Christianity; proving, from 
the prophecies, that Jesus was the Messiah. But his 
preaching w'as not attended with mucli ejffect on those 
auditors who came to hear what he had to say respect- 
ing the sect which was every where spoken against : 

though some believed, it is evident, from the Ian- ' 
guage of the Apostle himself, that his w’ord was more 
favourably received by the Gentiles than by his own 
countrymen. This blindness of the Jews, however, was 
so far from discouraging the blessed servant of Jesus, 
that it only served to quicken his zeal : for he conti- 
nued daily to expound the things belonging to the 
kingdom of God, during the whole space of two years,- 
in which he lay under arrest, waiting for the imperil 
decision of his cause. 1 lo did not employ that time, 
in drawing up memorials to procure liis release, or in 
making inteiek with the persons who came out of 
curiosity to see him ; but, leaving his fate in the hands 
<)f that Being by whose providence he had been con- 
ducted to the ht art of the empire, he set himself, with 
all diligence, to the discharge of his office as the mi- 
nister of Christ, not knowing how long he mi»ht be 
permitted to* live, or to excre.-s^ the privilege of re- 
ceiving the inquirers after truth in his own hired 
house. Such was the conduct of the Apostle ; from 
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which . we may learn how to &stima\e the value of 
time, and in w hat manner we sin add u&i^^thevimp6rt- 
ant trust which has been committed to our manage- 
ment. St. Paul was ignorant of the consequences of bis 
appeal, and of w'hal would befall him after his arrival 
at Rome ; yet, so far was this from abating his ar- 
dour, that it made him redouble his exertions. We 
also are unacquainted with the purposes of God con- 
cerning us, the years that w’e have to live, and the 
trt'als to w hich we shall be called; but, of this we may 
be^ssured, that as Infinite Wisdom hath marked the 
bounhaJIt^of our habitation, and numbered all our 
days, so will Divine grace sanctify our gifts if we 
rightly use them for the glory of God and the benefit 
of mankind. The tw^o years of toleration w hich Paul 
enjoyed at Rome, w'cre of great importance to die ser- 
vice in w hich he W'as engaged ; for, under this sanction, 
he took care to preach wdtb all confidence, so that his 
hired bouse became a place of general resort to the se- 
rious and inquisitive of every description. They who 
heard the Gospel reported it to others, according to the 
impression w'hich it had made upon their owm minds ; 
and thus, us the number of inquirers multiplied, the ' 
know'lege of Christ was diffused, not only over tlie 
city, but to distant parts of that extensive empire. Let 
this encourage us to make use of every opportunity 
that lies in our power to convey instruction in the best 
things to those who ^vallt it ; for, though we may not 
sec its immediate effects, the w ord spoken may take 
deep root dowaiward, and, at a future period, bear 
much fruit upward when w^e are mouldered into dust. 
From this example of the Apostle, then, we may de- 
rive confidence without being presumptuous ; for it 
teaches us, while we rely upon the Sovereign Disposer 
of ail things for a blessing on our labours, to be in- 
dustrious and prudent in the choice and use of proper 
means in due season.- Every man, however low he 
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may be i n the J\oi]i\^hi\s it in hh power to do some 
good byWTThiUiona and diligence', the regularity of 
his life, and the piety ot his conversalioii. '1 he poor and 
ignorant are, in fact, instructing their superiors, while 
thiey are seeking, \yith ail humility, for Uivine coun- 
sel, and wailing upon the Lord in the courts of his 
house. No excuse, therefore, can justly he pleaded by , 
any persons for neglecting the advantages of religion, 
and despising the only opportunities that will be 
offered them for the attaiinnent of eternal life. ^Hic 
man who squanders in folly the inheritancc,^C^iis 
fathers, is sure to bring upon himself more contempt 
than pity; though it is possible that such a spend- 
thrift may afterwards profit by his extravagance, and 
become a useful member of society. But he who 
wastes his iime and dissipates* his faculties, throw's 
aw ay treasures that never can be recovered or made 
up, and the loss of which will expose him to the in- 
cessant scorn of those evil spirits whose arts have 
misled liim Into perdition ; thus confirming the 
strong asseriioii of an observer of human 

life : “ If it is imi.j^iiiable that there can be any 
anisery greater thaii^daiiination, it is this, to be damned 
for being a fool,” Lv . it, then, be our immediate care 
and reii?olution to i * deem the time that has been mis- 
spent by the diligent husbandry of the means of grace 
which aie yet offered for our improvement; and let the 
remainder of our days be so employed as to render us 
joyful .s|)ectal.ors of that august spectacle which will 
terminate the business of this world, and put an eter- 
nal period to all our trials and labours, sufferings and 
probation. “ 1 saw,” says the prophet, ^‘another 
mighty angel come down from heaven, with a cloud; 
and a rainbow w as upon his head, and his face w'as as 
it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire. And he 
set his right foot in the sea, and his left foot on the 
earth, and cried w'ith a loud voice as when a lion 
1 oareth ; and when he cried, seven thunders uttered 
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tbeirvoices. And be lift up bib hancf^to heaven, and 
•ware by Him that liveth for ever and'i;9er,'Who cre- 
ated heaven and the tilings that therein are,' and the 
earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and 
the things that are therein, that there'should be time 
no Idiiger.” Rev. x. 1— -fi. 


THE END. 
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